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FORD ADDS BENDIX® ESP® FULL-STABILITY 

TO ITS MEDIUM-DUTY TRUCK OFFERINGS 

Technology Will Come Standard on Most New F-750 Models; Added as Option on F-650 Tractors 

 

ELYRIA, Ohio – Sept. 26, 2017 – The Bendix® ESP® Electronic Stability Program 

provides the safety and reassurance of full stability on more than a half-million commercial 

vehicles sharing North America’s roadways. Now, for the first time, Ford Motor Company is 

offering the road-proven technology on its medium-duty vocational truck models. Bendix ESP 

will come standard on all 2018 model year F-650 and F-750 tractors, and is available as an 

option on certain F-750 straight tuck configurations. 

“The versatility and dependability of Ford’s F-750 and F-650 trucks are recognized 

across the industry, from delivery applications to heavy towing jobs, and we’re proud that Ford 

has selected Bendix ESP to strengthen the safety and reputation of these trucks,” said Scott 

Burkhart, Bendix vice president – sales, marketing, and business development. “Additionally, 

implementing the technology now puts Ford well ahead of the curve for meeting the upcoming 

full-stability mandate for this vehicle class.” 

Bendix, the North American leader in the development and manufacture of leading-edge 

active safety and braking system technologies, introduced Bendix ESP in 2005, making it the 

first full-stability solution widely available for the commercial vehicle market. Bendix ESP 

provides full compliance with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 

stability mandate, which requires full-stability technology on most new Class 7 and Class 8 
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tractors beginning August 2017 for 6x4 tractors, and finishing for most other Class 7 and Class 

8 tractors by August 2019. Depending on the particular Class 7 tractor specifications, Ford 

tractor models will meet the requirements with Bendix® ESP®. Also, Ford will make Bendix ESP 

optional on their single-unit platforms for vocational applications. 

Full-stability systems utilize more sensors than roll-only stability or antilock braking 

systems, making it possible for the technology to more quickly recognize factors that could lead 

to vehicle rollovers or loss of control, as well as address both roll and directional stability. On dry 

surfaces, full-stability technology recognizes and mitigates potential rollover and loss-of-control 

situations sooner than roll-only options, and it functions in a wider range of driving and road 

conditions, including snowy, ice-covered, and slippery surfaces. 

When intervention is necessary, full-stability systems can not only de-throttle the engine, 

but selectively brake on the steer, drive, and trailer axles. Roll-only systems typically apply the 

brakes on only the drive and trailer axles. Slowing the vehicle quickly helps mitigate rollovers 

faster, and can help the driver maneuver in loss-of-control situations. 

“When you consider the costs and consequences associated with crashes – and 

rollovers in particular – it becomes quickly clear how valuable full-stability technology is in 

today’s environment,” Burkhart said. “And we regularly hear from fleets that have seen a 50 to 

70 percent reduction in rollovers and loss-of-control accidents when Bendix ESP is equipped. 

By making these systems available to its medium-duty truck customers, Ford is making a strong 

statement about its commitment to the safety of those at the wheel of its vehicles, and everyone 

who shares the road with them.” 

Bendix also provides air-braked medium-duty Ford trucks with antilock braking systems 

(ABS), air compressors, air dryers, and valves. 

Active safety systems like Bendix ESP are designed to assist drivers, not replace them, 

the company emphasizes, and no technology is a substitute for safe, alert drivers practicing 

safe driving habits, supported by proactive, ongoing driver training. These technologies are not 

intended to enable or encourage aggressive driving, and responsibility for safe vehicle operation 

remains with the skilled men and women behind the wheel. 

Through its ever-growing portfolio of technologies and post-sales support, Bendix 

delivers on safety, performance, and efficiency, helping fleets succeed, and strengthening 

returns on investment in vehicles and systems that enhance highway safety. For more 

information about Bendix stability systems, call Bendix at 1-800-AIR-BRAKE or visit 

www.safertrucks.com/solutions.  
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The Bendix multimedia center at knowledge-dock.com provides additional technical 

material through blog posts, videos, podcasts, and the Bendix Tech Tips series archive. 

For more information about Bendix safety systems and technologies, call 1-800-AIR-

BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit www.bendix.com or safertrucks.com/solutions.   

 
 
About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 
 
Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 3,200 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Contact us at 

1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit bendix.com. Stay connected and informed through 

Bendix expert podcasts, blog posts, videos, and other resources at knowledge-dock.com. 

Follow Bendix on Twitter at twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts 

at brake-school.com. And to learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, visit 

bendix.com/careers. 
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