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BENDIX EMPHASIZES IMPORTANCE OF PROPER RETROFITTING AS FLEETS
LOOK TO UPGRADE TRUCKS WITH LATEST AUTOMATED SYSTEMS
Safety and Performance Depend on Specialized Knowledge and Expert Support

ELYRIA, Ohio — Sept. 26, 2017 — Can it be retrofitted? That’s a question heard often in
discussions about truck components. It’s an important point, according to Bendix Commercial
Vehicle Systems, because retrofitting is increasingly essential to fleets wishing to keep their
vehicles current with the most advanced driver assistance technologies available — systems that
are continually and rapidly evolving. And it’s important because retrofitting will be a vital means
to greater numbers of automated safety systems being installed on commercial vehicles in the
near future.

Retrofitting, Bendix stressed, must be done properly — with the help of a knowledgeable
supplier — to ensure expected safety and performance.

“Fleets wanting to upgrade their vehicles in the future will be able to — with the retrofitted
systems being just as capable and fully warrantied. And there’s great value in that,” said Fred
Andersky, Bendix director of customer solutions — Controls. “But we caution that retrofitting is
challenging and care must be taken to do it properly. It’s critical that the configuration of the
vehicle and the equipment that’s already on it will integrate with the new capabilities to be
added. That could mean some vehicles may be retrofit-capable, and some vehicles may not. In
all cases, specialized retrofit expertise for evaluation and installation is key.”
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Andersky pointed to an example: upgrading from the Bendix® Wingman® Advanced™
collision mitigation technology to the newer, flagship Bendix® Wingman® Fusion™ system.
Wingman Fusion integrates a camera with the radar of Wingman Advanced.

“For fleets running Wingman Advanced trucks but wanting the benefit of Fusion, it’s not
a matter of just installing a camera to the vehicle. This and other retrofits are very complex and
require an experienced supplier and installer to support,” Andersky said. “In the case of Bendix,
we have the knowledge of the technology, the systems, and how they all integrate and work
together. The retrofitted vehicle needs to operate correctly the first time and every time.”

Many fleets also place a high value on having all their trucks equipped with the same
technology — another reason that retrofitting can be important. “Ensuring drivers who move from
truck to truck within the fleet have a similar expectation and experience is essential,” Andersky
noted.

Over time, as retrofits become more readily available, having the vehicle already
equipped with Electronic Stability Control (ESC) — full stability — from the factory is a very good
building block. Since collision mitigation systems are highly integrated with the brake system, a
vehicle already equipped with full stability will make the possibility of a retrofit far more likely.

Bendix’s ever-growing portfolio of technologies delivers on safety, plus other areas
critical to fleets’ success, including vehicle performance and efficiency. By providing
unparalleled post-sales support of its systems and components, Bendix aims to strengthen
returns on investment in the equipment and technologies that help fleets and drivers lower their
total costs of vehicle ownership and enhance roadway safety for everyone.

Bendix insight on advanced safety technology development, driver assistance systems,
and commercial vehicle safety regulations — as well as a host of other product and service-
related content via podcasts, blogs, videos, and more — can be found in the Bendix multimedia
center at knowledge-dock.com. For more information about Bendix safety systems, call Bendix
at 1-800-AIR-BRAKE or visit www.safertrucks.com/solutions.

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and
supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake
charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and
heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North
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America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 3,200 people, Bendix is driven to deliver
solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Contact us at
1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit bendix.com. Stay connected and informed through
Bendix expert podcasts, blog posts, videos, and other resources at knowledge-dock.com.
Follow Bendix on Twitter at twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts
at brake-school.com. And to learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, visit
bendix.com/careers.
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