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READY, SET…: Whether you like to spend your summers at the show’n’shines, trade shows or big rig races, there’s no shortage of events to attend this summer. This
month’s special show section from pages 31-38 includes some compelling information for show-goers. Above, a competitor gets some air after stomping on the 
throttle during drag racing at last year’s Rodeo du Camion. – Photo by David Benjatschek
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Road test: Eaton UltraShift

Done deal: Ontario speed
limiter legislation passed

By James Menzies
TORONTO, Ont. – The Ontario Legislature has passed a bill that will
require all trucks operating in the province to have their speeds me-
chanically limited to no more than 105 km/h.

The controversial Bill 41 was passed June 16, following a spirited final
Continued on page 18 ■
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See pages 31-38

A first-hand look at the auto
gearbox that’s now 
a standard spec’
at Purolator

See page 54

This year’s Truck News/Chevron Charity Golf
Event was a huge success raising more than 
$8,000 for the Canadian Centre for 
Abuse Awareness.

See photos 
pages 36-37

Pencil in
June 16, 2009
for next year’s

golf event!
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WELL-TRAVELLED:  How did a

unique Canadian show truck

end up in France?

Jan Westell chats with

its former owner, Ron Saris, to

find out about the unusual

arrangement. Part of our 

extensive show section.

SHOW STOPPER
A young Canadian trucker who arrived
late at the Shell SuperRigs contest 
surprised even himself by winning the
prestigious competition. He shares his
story with us in our special show 
section.

PAGE 34

STAYIN’ A-LIVE
We take a look at why live bottom
trailers are increasing in popularity.
One manufacturer says demand for its
trailers is increasing significantly every
year, due to safety benefits and gains
in efficiencies.

PAGE 42
DOUBLE TAKE 
The PMTC once again recognized
the snazziest in truck and trailer
graphics at its annual convention.
We show the winners of all seven
categories and take a look at the
technology that’s making it possible.

PAGE 44

BRIDGING THE GAP
The newly-formed Indian Trucking 
Association aims to break down 
barriers and create better 
understanding. We chat with the
group’s leader to see where it’s headed.
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TAXING TRAVESTY
By David Bradley

A look at Canada’s flawed
fuel taxation policies.

PAGE 50

SAVE FUEL, IMPROVE SAFETY
By David Goruk
Fuel-efficiency not only helps 
reduce operating costs, but it can
improve fleet safety as well.
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Mark Dalton
and the Bandit

Part 3
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TOLD YA SO
By Joanne Ritchie
OBAC reviews Transport 
Canada’s long-awaited studies
on speed limiters.
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HANGING UP THE KEYS
Scott Taylor
Times are tough. How to
close your business when
it’s the only option left.

PAGE 52

SKITTERS
By Karen Bowen
What you need to know
about protecting yourself
from mosquitoes this 
summer.
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A LOOK BACK
By Bruce Richards
A rundown of highlights

from the PMTC’s annual 
conference.
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DISCOVER THE DELO®

PERFORMANCE ADVANTAGE™.

© 2008 Chevron Lubricants Canada Inc. All rights reserved. All trademarks are the property of Chevron Intellectual Property LLC.

Better And Cleaner Protection.
To meet new EPA emission standards and to provide the necessary 
engine protection in both new and legacy engines, Chevron has 
developed its most robust motor oil category ever with the introduction 
of Delo® 400 LE API CJ-4 engine oil. The new Delo 400 LE exceeds all
previous performance requirements and is backwards compatible.

Call 1-800-465-2772 or visit www.chevrondelo.com

A company product

Monthly total sales never climbed above the 3,000 mark last year, after doing so seven times
in the previous record-setting year. It’s highly unlikely to see such strong monthly figures this
year either. The 2,586 Class 8 trucks sold in April marked the strongest sales so far this year
with May’s 2,430 trucks sold the second best. Both those monthly totals also marked the best
sales performances of the past 12-month period. 

After a stronger than expected April and May sales that weren’t too far off last year’s pace, Class 8 sales for the first five months are at 10,702. The total is below last year’s less-than-
impressive total, about 1,300 short of the 5-year average and way off the record sales posted to this point in 2006. Currently, 2008 is shaping up as the fourth worst sales year in the
past decade as the pre-buy strategy employed by many fleets combined with a slowing North American economy is giving fleets second thoughts about adding capacity.

Last year, International wrestled the market share lead from perennial front runner
Freightliner and International jumped out of the starting blocks with a lead in the first
quarter, capturing about 22% of sales. With a very strong April and May showing,
International has added to that lead and now controls almost a quarter of the market
with Freightliner controlling 19% and Kenworth 17.3%. Peterbilt is the only other
truck manufacturer with a market share greater than 10%.

Canadian Class 8 sales started off quietly in the first quarter, coming in below last year’s level and considerably below the
record numbers posted in 2006 for each month in the first quarter. That’s not surprising considering the impact of the
pre-buy strategy and the fact that there are serious doubts about the economy’s health on both sides of the 
border creating excess capacity. However, sales for March did climb above 2,000 units, avoiding the steep declines of
2001 to 2003, April’s sales were higher than last year’s and May's were not far off last year’s pace.

Source: Canadian Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association

Monthly Class 8 Sales - May 08

Class 8 Sales (YTD May 08) by Province and OEM

12 - Month Sales Trends Market Share Class 8 YTD

Historical Comparison - May 08 Sales Motor Vehicle Production to Jan 08

Historical Comparison - YTD

With the days of coping with parts and materials shortages
and record demand for new trucks nothing but a memory,
truck manufacturers instead now face continuing to bring
their operations in line with the reduced sales. They also are
preparing for the next jump in sales volumes as fleets and
owner/operators respond to the next round of engine 
emissions standards in 2010 and the anticipated rebound
of the North American economy.

OEM BC ALTA SASK MAN ONT QUE NB NS PEI NF CDA
Freightliner 182 355 88 104 855 297 92 49 0 10 2,032

International 104 314 42 161 1,132 655 86 44 2 34 2,574

Kenworth 247 624 105 77 397 363 4 35 0 0 1,852

Mack 69 104 54 69 295 105 19 33 0 0 536

Peterbilt 135 395 138 61 237 150 95 9 0 0 948

Sterling 109 149 47 35 293 203 9 26 0 3 639

Volvo 59 148 58 105 342 145 26 32 0 7 676

Western Star 92 104 21 11 141 81 14 14 0 2 342

TOTALS 997 2,193 553 623 3,692 1,999 345 242 2 56 10,702

OEM This Month Last Year

Freightliner 381 524

International 534 500

Kenworth 412 413

Mack 212 138

Peterbilt 272 289

Sterling 235 267

Volvo 246 137

Western Star 138 209

TOTALS 2,430 2,477

June July August September October November December January February March April May
2,142 1,872 1,726 1,952 2,132 1,763 1,742 1,687 1,859 2,140 2,586 2,430
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2009 GREAT DANE  53' HIGH CUBE REEFERS

2008 LANDOLL
EQUIPMENT TRAILERS

FULL DECK TILT AND TILTING TAIL MODELS IN STOCK. ALL COME WELL
EQUIPPED WITH 20,000# WINCH, WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL, 
POWDER COATED FINISH, CENTRALIZED GREASING SYSTEM, 35-50 TON
MODELS AVAILABLE. CUSTOM SLIDING TARP KITS ALSO AVAILABLE!!

WHITBY
1025 HOPKINS RD.
(905) 430-1262

MISSISSAUGA TRUCK SHOP
5285 MAINGATE DR.
(905) 625-8441

PUTNAM
3378 PUTNAM RD.
1-888-452-7826

ALLISTON
4917 C.W. LEITCH RD.

(705) 434-1423

®

POWERFUL CUMMINS ENGINES, AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS, 100,000#
HYDRAULIC FIFTHWHEELS, AUTO GREASERS, DOT ROAD LEGAL AND OFF
ROAD MODELS IN STOCK. CALL TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR NEW, 
EXCITING DESIGN CHANGES!!!

2007 WABASH 53' DURAPLATE VAN
53', Tandem Air Ride,
22.5 Tires, Aluminum
Wheels, Stainless 
Front & Rear, Interior
Logistic Track, Duct
Floor, LED Light
Package, Thermo King
SB-200 with 13,500
Hours.

2004 GREAT DANE 53' HIGH CUBE REEFER

31', Single Axle Air
Ride,  22.5 Tires, S/S
Swing Rear Doors,
Curbside Door, Rear
Walkramp & Side 
Work Platform, Carrier
Multi-Temp Reefer.
Ideal Local Delivery
Trailers.

2002 UTILITY 53' AIR RIDE REEFER

1998 GREAT DANE 31' MULTI-TEMP REEFERS

53', Tandem Air Ride,
22.5 Tires, Alum. Outer
Rims, Stainless Front &
Back, Interior E Track,
Duct Floor, Thermo King
SB III SR+ with 14,400
Hours.

(10) 2000 STOUGHTON 53' DRY VANS

53', Tandem Air Ride,
22.5 Tires, Swing 
Rear Doors, Logistic
Posts, 12" Hardwood
Scuff Liner, Aluminum
Roof w/plywood Liner,
110" Inside Height,
Fleet Maintained,
Current Safeties.

2003 GREAT DANE 53' HIGH CUBE REEFER
53' Tandem Air Ride, 
22.5 Tires, Automatic 
Tire Inflation System, 
108" Inside Height at 
Rear, E Track, Duct Floor,
Carrier Ultra with only
12,500 Hours.

53', Tandem Air Ride,
11R22.5 Tires,
Duraplate Sides,
Swing Rear Doors,
Logistic Post Interior,
Aluminum Roof,
Front & Rear Vents. 
Like New Condition.

53', Tandem Air Ride,
Alum. Outer Wheels,
Stainless Front & Rear,
Aluminum Duct Floor,
Kemlite Lined Interior,
Thermo King SB III
Whisper. Certified
w/New Brakes and
Drums.

2002 GREAT DANE 53' AIR RIDE REEFER

49' 6", Tandem 72" Air 
Ride, 24.5 Tires on Alum.
Wheels, S/S Front & Rear,
Black Alum. Sides, Auto
Greasing System, LED
Lights, Thermo King
Spectrum SB Multi-Temp
Reefer Unit. Run Multiple
Temps in this trailer!!!

2003 UTILITY 49' 6" MULTI-TEMP REEFER

Phone: (905) 625-5843   • www.glasvangreatdane.com    •    email: mhignett@glasvangreatdane.com

53' TANDEM AIR RIDE, STAINLESS FRONT & REAR, ALUMINUM WHEELS,
HIGH CUBE INTERIOR, LED LIGHT PACKAGES, “THERMOGUARD” LINING
AND “PUNCTUREGUARD” SCUFFS AVAILABLE, FLAT OR DUCT FLOORS, 
SWING OR ROLL UP DOORS, TRIDEMS ALSO AVAILABLE.

★★★ EXPANDED SERVICE CENTRES ★★★★★★ EXPANDED SERVICE CENTRES ★★★

NEW CHAPARRAL ALUMINUM FLATDECKS

48' FRONT AXLE SLIDE STEPDECK, 48' FLATDECK W/10'1" SPREAD, 50'
& 53’ TRIDEM STEPDECKS ALL IN STOCK!!! ALL ALUMINUM W/ HEAVY
HAUL PACKAGES, SUPER LOW 35" DECK HEIGHTS AVAILABLE, LED
LIGHTS, MICHELIN TIRES. 53' TRIDEM COMBO STEP ALSO IN STOCK.

2009 GREAT DANE HIGH SPEC VANS

Call MIKE HIGNETT (905) 625-5843

53', VANTRAXX AIR RIDE WITH QUIK-DRAW AIR PINS, 22.5 ALUMINUM 
OUTER WHEELS, S/S FRONT & REAR, COMPOSITE SWING DOORS, LOGISTIC
POST INTERIOR, ETR FIBERGLASS ROOF, BROKER LED LIGHT PACKAGE.

48', Tandem Air Ride
w/ 10'1" Axle Spread,
24.5 Tires (80%+),
Alum. Wheels, White
Sides, Stainless Front
& Rear, Interior Cargo
Track, 98.5" Inside
Width, Thermo King
Super II, New Brakes.

2005 GREAT DANE 48' STAINLESS DRY VAN
48', 10'1" Air Ride,
24.5 Tires, Aluminum
Rims, LED Light
Package, Logistic
Posts. 
Also Available:
(10) 1998 Great Dane
48' Air Ride Vans.

2006 TRANSCRAFT 51' TRIDEM STEPDECK
51', Tridem Air Ride,
Low Profile 22.5 Tires,
Aluminum Wheels,
Steel/Aluminum
Combo, Floor Chain Tie
Downs, Load Levelers,
Winches, Straps & Tool
Box, Wide Load Lights,
Fully Loaded!!

2000-2006 CAPACITY TJ5000 SHUNT TRUCKS
High Powered Cummins
Engines, Allison 
Auto Transmissions, 
100,000# Hydraulic 
5th Wheel, Auto 
Greasing System, 
DOT Road Legal, 
Some have Fresh Paint, 
Well Maintained!!!

2009 GREAT DANE COMPOSITE PLATE VANS

53', TANDEM AIR RIDE, 110" INSIDE HEIGHT, 101" INSIDE WIDTH, 
COMPOSITE SWING DOORS, STAINLESS STEEL REAR DOOR FRAME,
HEAVY DUTY FRONT WALL, “LONGLIFE” LED LIGHTS.

USED EQUIPMENT SALES
1998 UTILITY 48' SPREAD AXLE REEFER

BRAND NEW CAPACITY
SINGLE & TANDEM AXLE

SHUNT TRUCKSSee our
Capacity Ad 
on Page 43
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It’s disturbing to note that there are
individuals out there making a living
by installing hidden compartments
into truck cabs for the purposes of
transporting contraband.

Everything from dope to guns to
dirty money is being hauled across
the border we share with the US as
well as east and west right across this
country.

Const. Paul Webb of the Niagara
Regional Police, made the point 
during a presentation on trucks and
terrorism which he gave at the
Private Motor Truck Council of
Canada’s annual conference in June.

“No matter how contraband gets
into this country, at one time or an-
other it ends up on a motor vehicle,”
he said. Commercial trucks are in-
creasingly being used to transport
drugs and other contraband, and
most cops,admitted Webb,are out of
their element when it comes to ques-
tioning truck drivers or conducting
truck inspections.

That’s why it’s imperative the
trucking industry works alongside
law enforcement to ensure it is
proactively reducing the risk of play-
ing an unwitting role in the drug
trade or other criminal activity.

There have been many positive
developments on this front.A grow-
ing number of fleets are partnering

with the RCMP and its Operation
Pipeline/Convoy initiative. Some 
are prominently displaying Crime-
stopper logos and phone numbers
on their trailers and others are train-
ing their drivers to keep an eye out
for, and report, suspicious activity.
Anecdotally, there seems to be an
increase in the number of major
busts that have involved tractor-
trailers in recent months. This could
signal an increase in the level of 
illegal activity utilizing commercial
motor vehicles, or it could mean 
the police are doing a better job of
detecting it.

Regardless, the trucking industry
has a responsibility to ensure its
equipment and people are not being
used to commit illegal activities.

By partnering with law enforce-
ment to report criminals who oper-
ate under the guise of law-abiding
trucking companies, the industry
stands to gain significantly. For one,
many of the ‘bad guys’ undercut the
rates of legitimate carriers so they

have a load in which to conceal their
contraband.

“We want to get the illegitimate
drivers off the road who are taking
money out of your pockets,” Webb
told the PMTC audience. “We need
your help, we can’t do it on our
own.”

Getting these posers off the road
will not only prevent them from un-
dercutting rates, but will also lessen
the rate of equipment thefts. These
guys love to steal trail-
ers to transport their
dope, pointed out
Webb, noting the high
cost of steel has now
made stealing tanker
trailers a lucrative op-
portunity for thieves.

Webb made anoth-
er startling revelation
during his presenta-
tion. He said more
commercial drivers
are using crystal meth,
a highly-addictive and
devastating drug that
can cause its users to
do unthinkable things.

“Two to three times
a month, I’m taking
meth off truck driv-
ers,”Webb revealed.

Webb’s thought-

A few months ago, after comment-
ing that B.C.’s carbon tax should
serve as warning of further things to
come – the recently announced
Liberal plan for a national carbon
tax is proof of that – I promised to
look at how trucking can survive in a
carbon-constrained future economy.
The controversy over the speed lim-
iter legislation in Ontario side-
tracked my plans, but now that
Ontario has its speed limiter legisla-
tion I would like to make good on
that promise.

While it’s important to under-
stand the risks behind the challenge
of creating more environmentally-
friendly transportation systems, it’s
just as important to consider the 
opportunities.

I believe properly structured 
cap-and-trade programs – where a
provincial or federal body sets a cap
for allowable pollution, and allows
companies who have invested in

equipment or facilities that exceed
the government requirements to
earn pollution credits and then sell
those credits to companies that
can’t meet the standards of the 
regulatory cap – provide not only a
sensible market-driven approach to 
reducing emissions, but also a real
opportunity for supply chain service
providers.

Cap-and-trade programs worked
quite well in the 90s in the US when
they were used to limit sulfur diox-
ide emissions and tame acid rain.

Utilities and large manufacturers
would likely be more than willing to

purchase credits from carriers and
warehouse operators. The cost of a
fleet of low polluting trucks or a
more efficient warehouse may seem
an expensive investment to those in
the industry but, compared to the
costs utilities and large manufactur-
ers would face in building a new
plant, they’re a drop in the bucket.
Supply chain service providers have
a lot to gain by being a net seller of
credits. And since such credits
would be scarce, the utilities and
power companies that need them
would likely bid up the price.

But so far neither our federal 
government nor the transportation
sector have aggressively pursued
cap-and-trade programs.

Transportation providers have
not only failed so far to state their
support for cap-and-trade pro-
grams, past practice has shown
they’ve generally missed the oppor-
tunity to participate in them.

For example, a few years ago the
Port of Long Beach tried to estab-
lish an emissions-trading mecha-

Turning green into gold

Editorial
Comment
James
Menzies

– James Menzies can be reached by
phone at (416) 510-6896 or by 
e-mail at jmenzies@trucknews.com.

– Lou Smyrlis can be reached by
phone at (416) 510-6881 or by e-mail
at lou@TransportationMedia.ca.

Viewpoint

Lou Smyrlis
Editorial Director

provoking presentation was a real
eye-opener, and a reminder that our
industry is not immune to crime.

Working together with police,
truckers and trucking companies
can help ensure criminals spend
more time behind bars than behind
steering wheels. ■■

nism for transportation companies
in its harbour area. Potential buyers
of credits – power companies and
utilities – rushed to join, for the rea-
sons already cited above. But after a
few years of failing to persuade ter-
minal operators and transportation
providers – the potential sellers of
credits – to join, the Port gave up.

It’s hard to understand why trans-
portation providers would pass up
such a potentially lucrative oppor-
tunity, which also provides a mar-
ket-driven approach to reducing
emissions. Perhaps they’re too
caught up in their day-to-day chal-
lenges to consider such a long-term
issue. Perhaps they’re distrustful of
government legislation.

Perhaps it’s also time they recon-
sidered their ambivalence and gave
cap-and-trade programs the consid-
eration they deserve. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:861;

Did you know?

Industry has role to play in crime prevention

The best source
for new driver 
recruits
Analysis of occupation and indus-
try data obtained from Human
Resources and Social Develop-
ment Canada indicates that many
enter trucking as a second career.
Clearly trucking does not get
many applicants younger than 25,
as happens with many trades 
or trades-related occupations. Al-
most a third of licence test partici-
pants in the CTHRC study were in
the 35-44 age category and almost
a quarter were more than 45 years

of age.Test participants were most
likely working in the transport
sector already, but not necessarily
as truck drivers. The research fur-
ther indicates that the most likely
occupations of drivers prior to 

becoming a truck driver are heavy
equipment operators, construction
trades helpers and labourers and
other driving-related occupations.
The construction and manufactur-
ing industries were identified as

key source sectors for Class 1/A
drivers. This poses both an oppor-
tunity and a challenge for the
trucking industry. On the one
hand, trucking is drawing from a
pool of labour that is already fa-
miliar and likely comfortable with 
operating heavy machinery. On the
other hand, these workers in many
cases may be used to higher wages
and benefits that what is currently
provided in trucking on average.
Also the labour shortage is also
acute in the construction trades
and so competition for manpower
among construction, manufactur-
ing and trucking can only intensify
in the years to come. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:861;
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PIP, C-TPAT brought in line with each other
OTTAWA, Ont. – The Canadian Trucking Alliance (CTA) is endorsing
an announcement from the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA)
and US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) that the two parties
have signed a mutual recognition arrangement covering the depart-
ments’ respective supply chain security programs: Partners in
Protection (PIP) and the Customs-Trade Partnership Against
Terrorism (C-TPAT).

The June 28 signing follows months of discussion
between CBSA and business groups, including CTA,
on ways to bring PIP into line with the more strin-
gent C-TPAT program in the US.

Carriers that were members of the PIP program
before June 30 will have six months to re-apply to
the revamped program.

The fleets will be required to complete a security
profile, which will be reviewed by CBSA, according
to a release from the CTA.

A follow-up site validation may be required, but
CBSA has indicated that this step may not be undertaken if a C-TPAT
validation has been carried out within the past two years.

Ultimately, carriers will be required to sign a memorandum of un-
derstanding with CBSA that sets out the roles and responsibilities of
the respective parties.

“If a carrier is already a C-TPAT member, this should be a relatively
straightforward exercise, and they will continue to receive the benefits
these programs provide, such as access to FAST lanes at busy interna-
tional crossings,” says CTA CEO David Bradley.

“I’m also pleased to see that CBSA listened to CTA and others in
the business community, and significantly revised an initial
suspend/cancel policy that would have literally driven carriers out of
the program. I am confident that the trucking industry, the single
largest industry sector in PIP, will be able to comply with these tougher
new requirements.”

However, Bradley admits that he “remains disappointed that CBSA
and CBP have fallen short of the goal of full mutual recognition – that
is, a situation where a carrier need only apply to PIP or C-TPAT, but
not both. But we have at least taken an important step forward, and
I’m hopeful that we will get there eventually.” ■■

MONTREAL, Que. – Project
Innovation Transport (PIT), a group
of fleets and government represen-
tatives aiming to improve industry
efficiency, is gaining steam following
its first advisory committee meeting.

Participating carriers who at-
tended the meeting included:
SLH Transport; Bison Trans-
port; Transport Herve Lemieux;
Transport Bourassa; Robert
Transport; Cascades Transport;
and Sunbury Transport. Various 
government agencies were also rep-
resented. The committee intends 
to develop action priorities to be
pursued over the coming year.More
than 30 potential projects were 
discussed, with special attention giv-
en to: the environmental impact of
container transport versus trailer
vans; the impact of newer engines
over older generation engines; and
the efficiency of road trains.

FPInnovations, which is adminis-
tering the program, says the group
will develop decision support tools,
safety solutions, best practices and
vehicle maintenance guidelines.The
group also confirmed it will once
again conduct an Energotest, as it
did last fall. The campaign tests the
aerodynamic claims of various tech-
nologies to stringent SAE/TMC
Type 4 standards. The group is cur-
rently looking for new devices to put
to the test.Suppliers can take part by
contacting marius.surcel@fpinnova-
tions.com.

Editorial director Lou Smyrlis
and executive editor James
Menzies co-presented an
‘Outlook on Trucking’ during
the Private Motor Truck
Council’s annual general meet-
ing in Niagara-on-the-Lake
June 20.

Smyrlis addressed the impor-
tant role private fleet man-
agers play in their company’s
overall success and pointed out
that while capacity may be ex-
cessive today, the benefits of
operating a private fleet will
once again be evident when ca-
pacity tightens back up in the
months ahead.

Smyrlis also addressed vari-
ous other industry trends, in-
cluding the continuing attempt
to reduce the environmental
footprint of the transportation
industry.

Menzies chimed in with
some recent news items that
are of importance to fleet man-
agers, such as new sources of
risk, the impending 2010 emis-
sions standards and equipment
strategies that can be em-
ployed to combat rising fuel
prices.

It was a three-peat for
Trucknews.com at this year’s
KRW awards. The site was
named one of Canada’s Top 5
business sites for the third
straight year.The KRW awards
are hosted by the Canadian
Business Press, to reward 
excellence in writing and
graphic design.

Truck News and Truck West
also received four additional
nods for print pieces. Managing
editor Adam Ledlow won a sil-
ver award in the Best Profile of
a Company category for his
feature ‘Seeing Green’, a look
at Lange Transportation’s 
geothermal initiative.

Menzies won a Top 5 award
in the Best News Coverage cat-
egory fo his ‘Up in Smoke’ arti-
cle which examined Ontario’s
controversial plan to ban waste
oil heaters.

Menzies and Ledlow each
also garnered Top 10 nomina-
tions: Menzies for ‘Mexican
Invasion?’, again in the Best
News Coverage category and
Ledlow for ‘Shattered Life’
which qualified in the Best
Profile of a Person category. ■■

IN BRIEF

Behind the headlines

New fleets are also being encour-
aged to join the program. More 
information about PIT is available
at www.feric.ca. ■■

Second Energotest in the works

PART 2: FPInnovations will once
again test the validity of fuel-saving
devices during Energotest 2.

Bradley

PAUL VANDENBERG

FLAT BED EQUIPMENT

1-866-948-27771-866-948-2777
130 Copernicus Blvd.

Brantford, ON
N3P 1L9

519-720-9464
Fax: 519-720-9468

NEW  INSTALLATIONSSIDE ROLLS

TARPS! TARP SYSTEMS! FLATBED EQUIPMENT!

• Bevelled wood
• Corner protectors for chain and straps
• 2", 3" and 4" cargo straps
• Rubber straps – Various lengths
• Winch bars
• Aluminum storage boxes

• Aluminum cab guards
• Aluminum bulk heads
• Grade 70 transport chain
• Ratchet binders
• Regular binders
• Coil bunks

NEW  INSTALLATIONSSIDE ROLLS

TARPS! TARP SYSTEMS! FLATBED EQUIPMENT!

FLAT BED EQUIPMENTRACK KITSRACK KITS

CANADIAN MADE TARPS RIGHT HERE IN BRANTFORD!
TARP REPAIRS

DROP-OFF
SERVICE

OR WHILE YOU
WAIT!

CANADIAN MADE TARPS RIGHT HERE IN BRANTFORD!

www.trisontarps.ca

Inc.
WHERE CUSTOMER SERVICE EXCELS

• DRIVE THRU BAYS 
• LARGE LOTS 

• EASY ACCESS

• DRIVE THRU BAYS 
• LARGE LOTS 

• EASY ACCESS

Trison Tarps would like 
to thank all our loyal customers.

Celebrating our 3rd Anniversary!Celebrating our 3rd Anniversary!
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By Jan Westell
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Driving
after a break appears to be one of
the greatest traffic risks for com-
mercial vehicle drivers, according
to a recent study.

The study, conducted by the
Virginia Tech Transportation
Institute (VTTI) and funded by
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), indi-
cates that there is a potential for a
“safety critical event,” not only on
the first day, but also within the
first hour – according to previous
research funded by the same
agency – which shows a “trend”
between the two studies, accord-
ing to one of the researchers.

The most recent VTTI “natural-
ist truck driving study” suggests
that driving after a two-day break
is a potentially risky period for 
a “safety critical event” (SCE)
which could be a “crash, a near-
crash or a crash-relevant conflict,”
according to the study terms.

Researchers don’t know why
that first day after a break is so
potentially risky for a SCE, but
they now have a great deal of data
that will allow them to further an-
alyze that type of activity and how
it might be contributing to the
truck driver’s crash or conflict.

“That gives us a clue, or some

information, that something is
happening during their off-duty
period,” says Myra Blanco, a 
researcher with VTTI.

“They’re potentially carrying
over what they do during their 
vacation time – their off-duty time
– that may be potentially affecting
their driving performance. This 
is consistent with the results of 
a previous study that was per-
formed at VTTI, where drivers
were evaluated in a similar man-
ner, when they were sleeping in
the sleeper berths of the tractors.”

The previous study was funded
by the FMCSA and announced in
April.

The FMCSA said it will contin-
ue to explore the relationships 
between the two studies. ■■

NAFTA surface trade reaches new heights
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Surface trade between US, Canada and Mexico
reached a monthly record high in April, according to the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics (BTS).

The BTS, a part of the US Department of Transportation’s Research and
Innovative Technology Administration, reported that trade using surface
transportation between the US and its North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) partners Canada and Mexico was 14.3% higher in
April 2008 than in April 2007, reaching $74.3 billion, the highest monthly
level ever recorded. The BTS reported that the value of North American
surface trade in April topped the previous monthly high of $74.2 billion in
October by 0.1%. The value of US surface transportation trade with
Canada and Mexico rose 5% in April from March.

Surface transportation consists largely of freight movements by truck,rail
and pipeline. About 88% of US trade by value with Canada and Mexico
moves on land. The value of US surface transportation trade with Canada
and Mexico in April was up 58.7% compared to April 2003, and up 91.8%
compared to April 1998. Imports in April were up 106% compared to April
1998, while exports were up 75.8%.

US/Canada surface transportation trade totalled $48.9 billion in April,up
15.4% compared to April 2007. The value of imports carried by truck was
about 1% higher in April 2008 than April 2007, while the value of exports
carried by truck was 13.1% higher. Michigan led all states in surface trade
with Canada in April with $6.4 billion. ■■

BORDER

Drivers at highest risk on first
day back from break: FMCSA

US truck tonnage
up slightly in May
ARLINGTON, Va. – US truck
tonnage edged up 0.5% in May
and was up 3.3% over May
2007, marking the seventh con-
secutive year-over-year gain,
according to the most recent
data collected by the American
Trucking Associations.

The association also revised
its April figures to show a 0.6%
decline rather than the 1.1%
drop first reported.

While the modest increase 
is being viewed with optimism
by the ATA, the association’s
chief economist Bob Costello
cautioned against getting too
excited.

“The fact that tonnage in-
creased on a month-to-month
basis for the first time in four
months, as well as achieving 
its largest year-over-year gain
since February of this year, is
quite positive,” Costello said.
“However, year-over-year com-
parisons continue to reflect the
weakness of 2007 rather than
robust growth in 2008.”

“Rising fuel prices are a dou-
ble-edged sword for the indus-
try,” Costello added.

“Since trucks haul virtually
all consumer goods at some
point in the supply chain, the
industry is significantly impact-
ed both directly through high
diesel prices and indirectly 
as consumers have less money
to spend on truck-transported
goods.” ■■

New Trailers 
www.transporttrailersales.com

Jerry Collis, Steve Tweyman, Dave Eccles, Nick Lambevski or Steve Cooper

If what you want isn't here...
CALL...We can find it!

If what you want isn't here...
CALL...We can find it!

www.transporttrailersales.com

8085 Esquesing Line, Milton ON L9T 2X9
James Snow Parkway just north of 401

905-875-1203
Fax: 905-875-4336Your New & Used Trailer Connection

• MAC ALL ALUMINUM FLATBEDS 
• STEEL & ALUMINUM DUMPS

• TRANSFER TRAILERS

Call Steve Cooper
1-866-875-1203

(1) 2007 48' Tridem Step Deck

w/Detachable Neck, Hook up for Flip Axle

(1) 53' Tri XL Tilt & Load
15º Dump Angle, 2 Stage Single Cylinder, 15,000 lb. Winch

w/Detachable Cheater
Gooseneck for 12"-44"
(x4") Kingpin Location

Dumps In Stock Now! (1) 2008 36' Smooth Wall Front Axle Steer

(18) 2009 48' Flatdecks, T/A,
(5) w/Sliding Axle

(2) 53' Tridem Stepdecks
(1) 51' T/A Stepdecks w/Container Locks
(4) 48' Tandem Stepdecks (2) w/10'1" A/R (2) w/sliding Axle
(1) 6 Axle SPIF Michigan/Ontario Spec – Louisville Show Special

Dumps Arriving Soon!
(2) 4 Axle Front Steer Vertical Smooth Wall

(1) XL 55 Ton Hydraulic Tridem Float

XL 48' Tandem
Double Drop

Full line of H.D Container Chassis
& RTAC Reverse B Trains

In Stock

We buy good used vans & flats &
take Trade-ins. All at fair prices.

(7) 1999 STOUGHTON
53' x 102", T/A Plate Vans,
Logistics.

(3) 1999 STOUGHTON
53' Vans, 49" A/R, Logistics,
Translucent.

(3) 1997 STOUGHTON 53'
Insulated Vans, 72" Tridem
A/R, Full Frame.

(1) 2004 WILSON 48'x102"
Alum. 10'1" A/R, Winches &
Straps, 5' Rack Kit w/High Arch
Bows w/6' Extensions.

(1) 2006 WILSON ROAD BRUTE
w/2 Tool Boxes.

(1) 2005 TRANSCRAFT EAGLE
(1) 1993 TRAILSTAR
Alum. 48'x102" Stake & Rack,
10'1" A/R.

(8) 1995 MANAC 53' x 102" Vans, 72" A/R, As Is, $2500. EA.
(3) 1995 MANAC (3) 1998 MOND 48' x 102" Tri Axle Vans, 72" Spring Ride 100" Lift, 
Some with Full Frames.
(3) 1995 GREAT DANE 30'-33' Reefer Pups, c/w Carrier Dual Temps
(1) 1998 GREAT DANE 48' x 102" Reefer, 60" A/R Flat Floor, TKSB III, Very Clean
(8) STORAGE VANS (3) CARTAGE VANS 45' & 48' & 53', Swing and Rollup Doors
(1) 1999 TEMISKO 5 Axle RTAC Coil Hauler B Train, Super Singles $11,000.
(1) 1995 MANAC 48'x102" Tridem Flatdeck, 72" A/R with Roll Kit
(1) 1999 UTILITY Black 53'x102" T/A Panel Van, 49" A/R, Logistic Posts
(3) 1994 MOND 40'-53' Extendable Tridem Container Chassis, Refurbished

Used Trailers CALL GARY GASPARINI

(1) 1999 MOND 40' Gooseneck Chassis, Convertable to Straight Frame
(1) 2000 MAX-ATLAS 20' - 48' Extendable Tridem Chassis
(1) 1998 GREAT DANE 53' Vans, 72" Spring Ride, Trans. Roof, w/Centre Run of Plywood
(1) 1997 (1) 1995 KAYLIN 48'x102" Dbl. Drop, 49" A/R/, Mech. Detachable Gooseneck
(1) 2000 TRAILSTAR Aluminum 48'x102" Flatdeck, Quad Axle, A/R, c/w Sliding Tarp
(1) 2000 TRAILSTAR Aluminum 48'x102" Flatdeck, 10'1" A/R, c/w Sliding Tarp
(1) 1999 (1) 2000 (1) 2001 MANAC 48'x102" Flatdeck, Quad Axle, A/R
(1) 2002 MANAC 53'x102" Flatdeck, Quad Axle w/Front Steer
(18) 1996-2000 Flatdecks 48'x102", 10'1" A/R
(1) 1998 CHAPARRAL Alum. 48'x102" Flatdeck, Quad Axle, A/R, c/w Conestoga Sliding Tarp
System

53' AIR RIDE VANS48' TANDEM FLATDECKS
(1) 2004 TITAN 
48'x102" 5 Axle Flatdecks,
Conestoga.

(1) 1993 TRAILMOBILE
Tandem Overwidth
Conestoga.

(1) 1997 UTILITY
48' Tandem Flatdeck,
10'1" A/R.

SLIDING TARP SYSTEMS

IN STOCK
(8) New 2009 TF! 53' Vans, Plastic

Lined, 100.5" Inside Width, T/A A/R.

(17) New 2009 53' Vans, Plywood Lined,
100" Inside Width, T/A A/R.

Please Call for Production Van
Orders starting May 2008, Tridems,

Insulated & Automotive Drop Frames

HUGE INVENTORY •  HARD TO FIND SPECS

Visit our Fergus
Truck Show Booth

Lot L22
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By Ron Stang
WINDSOR, Ont. – The new Cus-
toms plaza linking an extended
Hwy. 401 to a new bridge between
Windsor and Detroit will have 103
secondary inspection spaces for
trucks. This compares to about a
dozen at the off-site inspection
plaza that currently exists in
Windsor, a few kilometres off
Huron Church Rd. from the 
Ambassador Bridge.

The plaza would also be con-
structed so it could be expanded
to meet increased truck capacity,
Mark Butler, a Government of
Canada transportation depart-
ment spokesman, said at a news
conference.

“We’re looking at (the plaza)
not just for today but tomorrow
and the technologies that the
Canada Border Services Agency
(CBSA) would have in the future.
So we’re going to be looking at a
capacity that would have to ex-
pand for extra trucking.”

The 53-hectare plaza was part
of a federal announcement about
the location of both it and a long-
sought new bridge, made here by
federal Transportation Minister
Lawrence Cannon and national
Public Safety Minister Stockwell
Day.

The plaza would be located
close to the Detroit River and

near the end of the existing E.C.
Row Expressway in the city’s in-
dustrial west end. The bridge
would be almost immediately
northwest of the plaza connecting
to an area of Detroit known as
Delray, also heavily industrial.

The closest US freeway would
be Interstate 75, the north-south
mid-American route running
from Sault Ste. Marie to Florida.
A US Customs plaza would be
constructed in Delray.

The bridge and plaza location
would be about three kilometres
southwest of the Ambassador
Bridge. The US side of the Am-
bassador Bridge is currently un-
dergoing a $170-million recon-
struction, known as the Gateway
Project, in part to streamline con-
nections from such freeways as I-
75 and I-96. It’s to be finished in
December, 2009.

Despite the Gateway Project,
US and Canadian transportation
authorities say a new bridge is
needed to meet future capacity
projections as well as provide re-
dundancy in case of emergencies.

For its part, the Ambassador
Bridge Company is planning a
new six-lane bridge immediately
west of its existing span. This is 
independent of the four-gov-
ernment consortium known as 
the Detroit River International

Crossing (DRIC) project, which is
planning the new down river
bridge, plazas, and connecting
roads to Hwy. 401 and I-75.

Government officials say the
new bridge and Canadian plaza
are the “technologically and envi-
ronmentally preferred” locations
because they are least disruptive
to residents and the environment.

The government doesn’t have an
exact timetable to build the bridge
and plaza (US authorities would
be responsible for the US plaza).
But it expects environmental 
approval by fall of 2009. It will take
four or five years to design and
build the bridge and plazas.

Meanwhile, construction on the
connecting access road between
the existing end of Hwy. 401 and
the new bridge, to be known as
the Windsor-Essex Parkway, is ex-
pected to start “as early as 2009,”
the government says. A final deci-
sion on the location and design of
the $1.6-billion, 12-kilometre con-
nector is expected this year.

While government planners this
spring presented a near-final plan
for the six-lane sunken freeway
that will have 11 tunnels totalling
almost two kilometres to provide
considerable green space above
for area residents, it is still “fine-
tuning” the route after hosting
public meetings as late as June to
obtain community input.

The City of Windsor has been 

a bitter critic of the Parkway 
plan, and has offered its own 
professionally-designed so-called
Greenlink proposal, which would
more than double the amount of
tunneling. The city wants more
above-ground green space to
lessen pollution and create more
viable neighbourhoods. It is con-
sidering legal action against the
DRIC plan.

The new bridge would cost be-
tween $800 million and $1 billion
and each plaza between $150-
$200 million.

Transport Minister Lawrence
Cannon stressed his government
is pushing for a quick start on the
project. He told reporters it’s 
the government’s “number one”
national infrastructure priority
because of the importance of the
Windsor-Detroit corridor to the
economy of Canada and the US.
“Since we have been in power we
have put a full court press on this
project,” he said.

Trade that crosses the corridor
is in excess of $122 billion each
year or about 28% of all com-
merce between Canada and the
US. Since implementation of the
Canada-US Free Trade agreement
in 1989, trade has tripled and “is
expected to continue to increase
over the next 30 years,” a govern-
ment briefing paper says.

Cannon said a new crossing will
not only be good for the south-
western Ontario economy but for
a wide swath of the country. He
said the bridge “takes in a lot of
the commerce that flows from
Quebec and Atlantic Canada.This
is how you get into the heartland
of the United States and this is
where the commerce takes place.”

The new bridge will also help 
alleviate back-ups at the Ambas-
sador Bridge. Public Safety Minis-
ter Day said studies have found
that, with truck deliveries geared
to just-in-time manufacturing,
“one hour of delay at the border
runs up costs of about $430,000.”

Conservative MP for Essex Jeff
Watson, who also chairs the gov-
ernment’s auto caucus, said the
announcement represents a com-
mitment to the southern Ontario
auto industry by adding “greater
capacity and predictability to our
supply chain.”

The trucking industry wel-
comed the announcement.

Ontario Trucking Association
president David Bradley called it
a “major step forward” during “a
long and at times frustrating polit-
ical process.”

He said the plan reflects “a rea-
sonable balancing of the local
community’s needs, the trade
community’s needs and the eco-
nomic needs of the region.”

Meanwhile, the Ambassador
Bridge, which could lose tens of
millions of dollars in vehicle tolls
once a new bridge is completed,
has threatened a lawsuit against
the government process. But 
Cannon was nonplussed. “If we
stopped every time there was an
obstacle, I think that the DRIC
process would have been stopped
a long time ago.” ■■
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BORDER

Border battle still brews as government site revealed
Ambassador Bridge owner threatens lawsuit

Trans East Trailers Ltd.❅❅

ONTARIO BRANCH
3091 APPLEBY LINE, BURLINGTON

1-800-361-0529 
• TEL (905) 331-6993

• BOB LLOYD • JOHN BROWN 
• DAN GLOVER • JEREMY HOUSE

Until August 2008!

IN HOUSE FINANCING
ON ALL TRAILERS O.A.C.

MARITIMES BRANCH
368 URQUHART AVE., MONCTON

1-877-854-2225
TEL (506) 854-2225

• DAVE ALCORN • JOEL ALCORN 
• TIM LUTES

Trans East Trailer is 
pleased to announce the

appointment of Gary Bell to
the position of V.P. Sales.
Gary has joined our sales
staff with many years of 
experience in both sales

and manufacturing. 
Please call Gary for all 

your transporation 
equipment needs.  

2008 HT THERMOTECH 53'x102"
REEFERS

STAINLESS FRONT & BACK, BULITEX LINING,
HD DUCT BOARD FLOORING. IN STOCK!

LOGISTIC POSTS ON 16" CENTRES
WITH SNAP-IN PLASTIC LINING.

2008 HT HV CUBE 53' x 102" DRY VANS
101" INTERIOR WIDTH, 110" HEIGHT, 3/4 PLASTIC
SCUFFLINER, TANDEM AXLE. IN STOCK!

DRY VANS AND REEFERS
IN STOCK!

SPECIAL PRICING
ON ALL

TRIDEM & TANDEM REEFER
VANS IN STOCK!

(3) 48' TANDEM DROPMISER 10' 1", Some w/F.A.S.

(2) 53' TANDEM MAXMISER FLAT, R.A.S., Cal. Legal

(2) 51' & (2) 51' & 53' HD TRIDEM “BIG BUBBA” DROP 
(1) 48' “BIG BUBBA”, 10' 1", F.A.S.

(2) 48' MAXMISER FLATS, Some with F.A.S.

25th ANNIVERSARY
LIMITED EDITION

AVAILABLE IN JUNE

25th ANNIVERSARY
LIMITED EDITION

AVAILABLE IN JUNE • (1) 48' XL70 MFG 35 TON TANDEM FLOAT
w/Flip-Axle Option, Alum. Wheels & Toolbox.

• (1) XL110 55 TON CHDG FLOAT
53' Tridem, 60" & 72" Axle Spacing, 12"- 44" Cheater Neck, 25' Bed,

11' 6" Neck, Available w/13 H.P. Honda Aux. Power.

• (1) XL SA70 TANDEM 35 TON IN STOCK 

• 48' EAGLE TANDEM 10' 1" Flats, some w/F.A.S.

• (1) 53' BEAVERTAIL DROP TRIDEM
• (8) 48' TRIDEM FLATS

• (2) 52' & 53' TRIDEM DROPS 
72" x 72" some w/Container Locks.

(2) 53' TRIDEM DROPDECKS

37' STEEL
DUMP, TRI-

DEM, FRONT
LIFT, AIR RIDE,
AR450 STEEL.

IN STOCK!

53' WEDGE
WALKING

FLOOR
QUAD,

SMOOTH
WALL.

37' STEEL
DUMP 

TRIDEM,
FRONT

LIFT, AIR
RIDE,
AR450
STEEL

4 & 5 AXLES ON ORDER! 2 IN STOCK!

44'  QUAD
END DUMP,
SMOOTH
WALL.
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By Carroll McCormick
ST. JOHN’S, Nfld. – Headhaul
rates into Newfoundland might be
on the rise, but is stiff competition
pushing backhaul rates off the
Continental Shelf? In April, ma-
rine shipper Oceanex slashed its
backhaul reefer rate for fish from
Corner Brook and St. John’s to
Halifax by 41%.

“We could do it for free if we
wanted,” says Oceanex executive
chairman Captain Sydney Hynes.
“A part of our growth strategy is
backhaul and we will be as aggres-
sive as it takes to get up the vol-
ume on ships.”

The bald fact is, says Gordon
Peddle, president of D.D.
Transport in Mount Pearl,
Newfoundland and chair of the
Atlantic Provinces Trucking
Association, “You are paying big
money to get things in and very lit-
tle to take things off the island. It
is hardly worth taking things off
the island.”

D.D. Transport has learned how
to fill trucks on the backhaul but,
says Peddle, “The creativity in
taking goods off-island is pretty
limited.”

Little tricks, like double- and
triple-stacking flatbeds, takes
some of the sting out of the $450-
$500 one-way ride to the main-
land.

Three or four years ago busi-
ness, trucking and manufacturers
in the province got together to
lobby the federal government to
take on more of the cost of Marine
Atlantic and stop passing on the
costs to Newfoundland, but that
exercise was for naught, says
Peddle.

“There is no solution to the
backhaul problem in Newfound-
land if we have a cost inhibitor in
the ferry,” he says.

One thing is for sure, Peddle
adds: “There is not enough margin
to start up a new (trucking) busi-
ness and try to take goods off-is-
land. There are a lot of carriers
competing for the same bone.
Right now is probably the worst
that anyone has seen it.”

A lot of the candidates for back-
hauls are seasonal, like the fish
business Captain Hynes is steam-
ing after. “One of the biggest ad-
vantages we offer fish processors
is source loading. But if you truck
it you have to transfer it to a con-
tainer at port.”

He notes that the cost of fuel to
run reefers is no joke, something
Oceanex does with electricity on
the docks and ships.

Some export possibilities have
disappeared, for instance, Abitibi-
Consolidated’s Stephenville paper
mill closed in October 2005 and

the Lafarge Gypsum Canada plant
in Corner Brook closed a year ago.
Lumber volumes have dropped
because of the decline in the US
housing market, says Peddle, but
in any case, he shrugs, “Even 
before that there wasn’t enough
outbound to match inbound.
In the dry van business there is 
not a whole lot to ship off of
Newfoundland. There is a fair
amount of paper from Corner
Brook and Grand Falls, but the
other industries are insignificant.”

The Newfoundland and
Labrador division of the Canadian
Manufacturers and Exporters
(CME) is trying to find creative
ways to coordinate outbound ship-
ping.

“We have tried to find ways to
work together to fill a truck. Take
three companies in three different
places. The practicality of trying 
to consolidate three shipments is
really tough,” explains CME vice-
president, Bill Stirling.

“We are working to have a net-
work of firms, to have a body
whose job is to match what is to be
moved with the trucks,” he says.
“I’d be happy to see six to 10 firms
at first who can work together to
see it operate. It has been such a
tough nut to crack, because it
pushes some people out of their
comfort zone.Trucking companies

say they are interested in working
with our members to try to find
creative solutions, but it falls down
where the rubber hits the road.”

Incidentally, Stirling comments,
“If drivers are able to cover off
their ferry and fuel costs on back-
hauls, they are almost willing to
take the goods at cost.”

That helps manufacturers on the
Rock compete with mainland
businesses, and perhaps is the best
that surviving trucking companies
can hope for.

Captain Hynes says that
Oceanex works with most major
Atlantic provinces carriers, hop-
ping their Newfoundland-bound
freight obligations cross the Cabot
Strait.

“It is not the trucking compa-
ny’s responsibility, if he has a na-
tional account, to get the freight to
Newfoundland. He doesn’t have
to worry about backhauls. We
have great relationships with
trucking companies.We are not all
down here killing each other,” says
Hynes.

Peddle acknowledges, “Ocean-
ex is increasing its (inbound) rates
dramatically, and it is allowing us
to raise our rates. I think we
reached the bottom in rates last
year, after seeing the rates start-
ing to soften in 2005 and 2006,
2007 was brutal. A field day for
buyers. Two-thousand-and-eight
has to be a better year. There is a
lot of pressure on inbound rates
that will make up for the backhaul
shortfalls.”
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EAST

The elusive Newfoundland backhaul
Shifting dynamics create challenges for Eastern fleets

The Webasto Air Top 2000 ST is the most popular and 
affordable choice among fleets, drivers and technicians. The
forced air heater provides “engine off” heat for sleeper cabs
efficiently and affordably.

System Features
•  Immediate 7,000 Btu/h heat output
•  Delivers up to 20 hours of heat on a single gallon of fuel

Clean cooling with engine off
No need to idle, Sleeping Well operates with the engine off
while protecting the environment.

Zero Emissions 
Without the need to run the engine, there is no consumption
of diesel fuel which means no loud idling and zero 
emissions.

Xantrex PRO Inverters are designed for versatility and are
user friendly. Featuring detachable, digital remote control to
display precise inverter, AC source and battery status 
from one convenient location. Built-in transfer switch will 
automatically detect when generator or shore power status
changes to ensure power is always available.

Performance Features
•  1000/1800W inverter powers small appliances and electronics
•  Built-in 15A circuit breaker on AC pass-through
• Digital remote control displays power

output, AC source, battery voltage
•  Moisture resistance

Driver well being, comfort and efficiency
This unit functions with the windows closed shutting out the heat,
humidity, dust, noise and bothersome insects.

Maintenance free 
Refined technology requires no maintenance beyond regular 
visual inspection

•  Compact for easy in-cab installation
•  Smart technology offers consistent heat levels

with exceptionally low amperage draw
•  Automatic heat output controls and 

safety shutdown
•  Variable control
•  Quiet operation
•  C.A.R.B. Approved

Options
•  Engine Heat via Webasto Coolant Heaters
•  Battery Charging via Xantrex Chargers
•  Shore Power Package via CAB Power

Clean Air Heaters (Air Top 2000 ST)

Clean Air Conditioners (SW 950)

Performance Inverters (Xantrex PRO 1000 & 1800)

MAKE YOUR FLEET LEAN AND GREEN
WITH CLEAN COMFORT, THE HYBRID APU
QUIET - CLEAN - RELIABLE - LOW MAINTENANCE

WILSON INSTRUMENTS
43 Crowe Bay Heights, Campbellford, ON

1(877) 467-4440
705-653-2403 • Fax: 705-653-5560

wilsoninstruments@sympatico.ca

NEW 
LOCATION MANWIN ENTERPRISES

15 Wanless Court, Ayr, Ontario N0B 1E0

1-888-823-7611
519-624-4003 • Fax: 519-624-5501

manwin@bellnet.ca

AIR HEATERS

AIR CONDITIONERS

INVERTERS

CLEAN COMFORT SYSTEM

AIR HEATERS

AIR CONDITIONERS

INVERTERS

NEW 
LOCATION

KENWORTH T660
CUMMINS, 12 & 40, 72" BUNK, 

ALUMINUM WHEELS.

22IN STOCK!

www.kwtoronto.com

LONDON
(519) 690-1511

BOWMANVILLE

(905) 697-9022

KITCHENER

(519) 742-4488

CONCORD

(905) 695-0740

MISSISSAUGA

(905-625-5000

SUDBURY

(705) 688-1700

BARRIE

(705) 431-4949

HAMILTON

(905) 662-7200

KENWORTH
TRUCK CENTRES

OF ONTARIO

BLOW-OUT
PRICES!

BLOW-OUT
PRICES!

Enquire about
$2000.00 

Fuel Assistance
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By Julia Kuzeljevich
SALISBURY, N.B. – The follow-
ing is the conclusion of a three-
part cautionary tale about the fate
of one trucker who ran afoul of in-
spection officers in the Maritimes:

The Charges

The charges brought against
Robert Austin on June 7 were es-
sentially as follows: refusing to
follow a Peace Officer as directed
and to bring his vehicle to a stop,
driving past a weigh station when
directed to go in, avoiding cargo
weighing and continuing to avoid
a peace officer who was recogniz-
able as such and who was pursu-
ing him, contrary to and in viola-
tion of Section 105.1 of the Motor
Vehicle Act of New Brunswick.

There is no question that the
CVEOs assigned to deal with
Austin’s case on the night of June
7 were armed with considerable
regulatory responsibilities.

According to Chrystiane
Mallaley, media co-ordinator with
the New Brunswick Department
of Public Safety, Commercial
Vehicle Enforcement Officers,
appointed as peace officers under
Sec 15(1) of the Motor Vehicle
Act, are responsible for the en-
forcement of relevant sections of
the following statutes:

The Motor Vehicle Act, the
Motor Carrier Act, the  Highway
Act, the Transportation of
Dangerous Goods Act, and The
National Safety Code.

“Failure to comply with an offi-

cer’s order pertaining to a specific
section of the legislation above for
which the officers are responsible
(i.e. “Obstruction”) is an offence
under the Motor Vehicle Act.
CVEOs would work with other law
enforcement agencies (local police,
RCMP) on issues that are beyond
the scope of their direct responsi-
bility,” said Mallaley.

Whether Austin
did not have full
understanding of
the duties and
rights of the
CVEOs who
flagged his truck
on the night of
June 7, or whether
he disputed these
and the situation
escalated beyond
recovery, the ev-
entual outcome in court would 
decide in his favour, in a way.

Eventually, the judge threw out
the charges.

“The judge said what are you
doing in my court – didn’t he put
his blinker on? He’s a victim of the
system,” said Austin’s representa-
tive, Tom Barron. “Austin’s em-
ployer should have at least waited
to see the outcome of the charges.

More importantly Department of
Public Safety should never have
made the call (to the former em-
ployer),” said Barron.

While waiting for his court ap-
pearance Austin had eventually
obtained other, occasional truck-
ing jobs, but felt that the charges
pending against him meant that he
was always at risk of being hauled

in and kept longer
at the scales,
which he felt had
happened to him
once too often.

“If you’re only
being pulled in to
the scale at inter-
vals, okay, but if I
can’t get up to
that scale without
being pulled in,
there’s a prob-

lem,” he said.
The cost to Austin of that fate-

ful night has been steep. Each
court postponement cost Austin
$1,000 in lawyer’s fees. His com-
pany pension plan, medical and
dental insurance are gone. Legal
and investigative fees have
topped $12,000-plus.

So what did occur in that fateful
conversation between Public Safety

and Austin’s former employer?
Barron met with New

Brunswick Department of Public
Safety associate director Ed
Peterson. Peterson retired at the
end of 2007, but after concluding
his conversation with Barron,
he provided Barron with a 
written statement from the 
New Brunswick Public Safety
Compliance head office.

In the conversation, Peterson
and Barron discussed the
Salisbury West fixed scale facility,
and Peterson disputed that there
were any technical problems oc-
curring at the scale.

Peterson also addressed the 
allegation that a representative
from the Department of Public
Safety called Austin’s company on
June 7 to have Austin dismissed.

Peterson confirmed that he was
the senior manager of the Road
Check blitz during the incident.

In his statement, he said he
called Austin’s dispatch on June 7
to provide them an account of the
incident with Austin and his re-
fusal to return his tractor-trailer
to the Salisbury scale for massing.

According to Peterson, what
transpired was that the dispatchers
were contacted, and by him alone,
and were told of the escalating sit-
uation and what they perceived to
be Austin’s refusal to cooperate.

He said he asked dispatch to try
and contact Austin since he was
becoming hostile and aggressive.

Dispatch was asked to explain
to Austin the legal requirements
of a peace officer’s directive and
to try and have him return for
massing without further incident.
Prior to dispatch being able to
contact Austin, he consented to
return to the facility.

Peterson said that the allegation
that he had contacted Austin’s em-
ployer with the statement that if
the company didn’t get rid of him
it could expect to see an increased
number of its trucks hauled over to
the scale was untrue.

The whole event brought forth
some serious questions. Does a
driver who has worked for 25
years and who has won a safe
driving award get more of a
chance to explain himself, in a sit-
uation like Austin’s where both
sides said there was escalation,
due to misunderstanding, frustra-
tion, or some other variable?

How tenuous is a driver’s hold
on his job, in the face of allega-
tions he has done something
against proper conduct?

“There’s no question that con-
duct plays a role,” said Barron.

Both Austin and the peace offi-
cers involved stated that the situa-
tion escalated the night of June 7
to where the RCMP were brought
in because of allegations or per-
ceptions on both sides of the
threat of assault.

But Austin’s communication
with his employer, just following
the incident, was through a voice-
mail, and his subsequent dismissal
came in the form of a letter sent
the following day. Was there a
massive breach in communication
that could have played out differ-
ently in the light of day?

“For an employer to act that way
in spite of the fact that Austin was
found not guilty of any charges, is

EAST

The weight of the law: Part 3
The devastating consequences

of a bad night at the scale

‘An employer
should never take
the opportunity to
terminate until an
actual conviction.’

Tom Barron
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in breach of employment law. An
employer should never take the
opportunity to terminate until an
actual conviction,” said Barron.

“The courts accepted that the
location of the off-ramp wasn’t
safe for pulling over – less than

100 yards from where they put
their lights on,” he added.

At press time,Austin planned to
pursue a constructive discharge
suit against his employer, with
Barron optimistic that things will
play in his favour.

“I see Bob Austin riding at the top
of the hill,” Barron told Truck News.

Austin has begun to get some
contract work at a towing compa-
ny, and is slowly building back
into a routine, hopefully one that
sees things proceed ever smooth-

ly for all involved in the driving
and enforcement process. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:862; 860;

– If you missed the first two parts
of this story, go to  Trucknews.com
and visit the Print Archives.

pg 13 tn aug  7/11/08  2:40 PM  Page 13



August 2008Page 14 TRUCK NEWS

ST. JOHN’S, Nfld. – Soaring fuel
prices have forced Marine
Atlantic to drastically increase its
fuel surcharge to 27.7%. The new
rate came into effect July 1, over-
shadowing the previous increase
to 9.9% – set April 1 – by a con-
siderable margin.

“Unfortunately, like so many
transportation providers Marine
Atlantic too has been faced with
the difficult decision to set an 
increased fuel surcharge,” said
Rob Crosbie, chair of the board of
directors for Marine Atlantic in
an announcement.

“However, Marine Atlantic 
reviews its surcharge quarterly
and the next review will be for
October 1. Should the cost of fuel
decrease, then the Corporation
will reflect that decrease through
a reduction in the surcharge at
that time.”

On an average day this summer,
Marine Atlantic’s vessels will con-
sume approximately 213,000 litres
of fuel. Rising fuel prices in the
last few years have caused the
corporation’s fuel expense to in-
crease 48% since 2004.

“Marine Atlantic utilizes signif-
icant volumes of fuel each day to
operate its fleet of four vessels.
Therefore, continued rising fuel
prices have an enormous impact

on the corporation’s operating
costs,” Crosbie said.

“I realize this is a significant 
increase to our customers. How-
ever, we are bound by the same
pressures as every other trans-
portation provider and must re-
cover these escalating costs.”

That significant increase will
likely hit the trucking industry
worst of all, says Peter Nelson,
executive director of the Atlantic
Provinces Trucking Association,
who noted that APTA members
are now adding a line on their in-
voices, specifically dedicated to
the Marine Atlantic surcharge.

“The big picture here is the 
impact that a dozen or so nickel
and dime increases since February
2007 followed up with a punch to
the head today will change the
face of freight and trade in
Atlantic Canada,” Nelson told
Truck News.

“What we are seeing is, as there
are rate and surcharge increases
at Marine Atlantic, the manufac-
turers, producers and shippers are
looking at Newfoundland as a less
and less viable market to ship to
and sell in. The manufacturers,
producers and shippers will start
looking at more populous mar-
kets closer to home to ship to and
sell their goods in.

“In short, a couple of years from
now you will be able to buy 
any pair of shoes you want in
Newfoundland as long as they are
brown oxfords. The region-wide
impact will be this: as manufactur-
ers, producers and shippers pull
back from Newfoundland, it then
becomes very easy to stop shipping
to other costly and less populated
areas in Atlantic Canada like Cape
Breton, southern Nova Scotia and
northern New Brunswick,” Nelson
said, adding that the day of the $10
head of lettuce in Atlantic Canada
is not far away.

Marine Atlantic officials say the
corporation is continuing to maxi-
mize efficiencies where possible
with respect to fuel consumption.
For instance, the company’s bulk
storage facility enables Marine
Atlantic to purchase large quanti-
ties of fuel, thereby lessening the
impact of multiple fluctuations in
the global oil market, officials
said.

Marine Atlantic also imple-
mented the use of blended fuel in
2001 with the arrival of the MV
Leif Ericson, and since that time,
the corporation has realized $26.5
million in fuel savings – $5.7 mil-
lion in 2007/2008 alone. ■■

EAST

Why can’t we do that?
Marine Atlantic nearly triples fuel surcharge

PASSING THE BUCK: Marine
Atlantic has been forced to raise its
fuel surcharge substantially due to
skyrocketing fuel costs. The APTA
worries the increase will hurt truckers.
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By Carroll McCormick
MONTREAL, Que. – It might be
mildly abusive of my literary li-
cence to refer to the squaring off
between the Quebec government
and the Kahnawa:ke Mohawk
Indians over the A-30 ring road as
the classic unstoppable force
heading for the immovable object,
but the arrogance of the former
and the fortitude of the latter are
true marvels of political physics.

Quebec, having already invest-
ed tens of millions in studies,
hearings and hard-to-move over-
passes and such, has recently be-
come keen to deal, after a fashion,
with the Mohawks.

The natives have always been
opposed to the southern route
chosen for the 13-kilometre east-
ern section of the A-30 comple-
tion, preferring that it be laid
down a bit to the north on the 
existing Highway 132.

The lands on which the eastern
portion of the A-30 is being built
are part of a 24,000-acre parcel of
land remaining of a 45,000-acre
territory called the Seigneury of
Sault St. Louis.

It was granted to the Iroquios of
the Sault in 1680 and is currently
the subject of federal land claim
negotiations.

According to Mike Delisle,
Grand Chief of the Mohawk
Council of Kahnawa:ke, the
Council received a “frantic”
phone call from the Ministry of
Transports on May 8 looking for
the green light to go ahead with
construction on the following
Monday.

It is not clear just why the
Ministry bothered to make that
call but, says Grand Chief Delisle,
“The MTQ obviously felt it was
necessary to see if we would agree
or stand idly by.” In any case,
Grand Chief Delisle continues,
“To me the phone call was recog-
nition of our authority over this
land.”

The Council said it would give
no such green light and the next
day fired off a letter to Quebec
Premier Jean Charest.

In it, Grand Chief Delisle re-
minded him that the Mohawks
had never surrendered this land;
scolded him for only being inter-
ested in negotiating when it suited
the province’s interest (when
trouble seemed imminent; and
outlined some of the Council’s
demands.

The upshot of this and lots of
other maneuvering is that Quebec
City has agreed to turn over 400
acres of expropriated land lying
adjacent to the Kahnawa:ke com-
munity that Transports Quebec
had squirreled away for other
projects, plus 300 more yet-to-be-
identified acres, according to
Grand Chief Delisle.

This 700 acres would be a quid
pro quo for the 700 acres of land
that will disappear under the east-
ern portion of the A-30.

This by no means makes the
Mohawks instant converts to the
southern route. They are not.

The Council has only reluctant-
ly and pragmatically agreed, pos-
sibly because ever achieving 

anything more than temporarily
holding up construction (the un-
stoppable force) and perhaps 
igniting an Oka-style disaster
would be impossible.

However, the acreage promised
by Transports Quebec will enlarge
the Mohawk community and, says
Grand Chief Delisle, “It is part of
a bigger picture. It is nice to have
a piece of recognition from the
province in terms of land, and it
goes a long way toward our ulti-
mate goal.”

Still, he adds, “There are other
issues that remain to be acknowl-
edged. There are other strategies
at play I do not want to discuss
with the media. We hold the ulti-
mate card,” – whatever that
means.

On the sunnier side, on June 19
the governments of Canada and

Quebec announced that the con-
struction conglomerate Nouvelle
Autoroute 30, S.E.N.C. won the
right to build the 35-kilometre
western portion of the A-30. This
will be a 35-year partnership
agreement for the design, con-
struction, financing, operation,
maintenance and repair of this
stretch of highway and bridges
from Vaudreuil-Dorion to St-
Catherine.

The contract will be signed this
September. Construction will
probably begin in the spring of
2009 and be completed by
December 2012.

The western section was origi-
nally intended to be a toll high-
way from one end to the other,
but last year the government 
announced that tolls will only be
collected on the bridge over the

St. Lawrence River, between
Salaberry-de-Valleyfield and
Vaudreuil-Dorion.

Local traffic between
Chateauguay and Salaberry-de-
Valleyfield will not pay any tolls –
a break for users who do not have
to hop the river.

Barring any confrontations be-
tween the government and the
Mokawks, the eastern section,
which is being built by Transports
Quebec, is still scheduled to be
completed by the end of 2010.
Well, most of it: the little stretch
between the A-15 and the end of
the existing A-30 will not be ready
for another couple of years. In
June, Transports Quebec issued a
call for tender for the construc-
tion for the eastern part of the
A30, valued at $45-50 million. ■■
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Ding, ding: Another round in the Montreal ring road fight
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debate in the Ontario Legislature.
The controversial law will cover

all heavy trucks operating in the
province that were built since the
mid-90s when electronic speed
limiters became standard. The
new law will be implemented as
early as fall, 2008, and will be fol-
lowed by a six- to 12-month edu-
cation period, the Ontario Liber-
als announced.

“Speed limiters slow down
trucks, help keep our roads safe and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
This is another step forward in our
plan to build a cleaner, greener and
stronger province,” said Transporta-
tion Minister Jim Bradley.

“The mandatory activation of

speed limiters is an effective way
for the trucking industry to further
contribute to safer highways and
to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions,” added Ontario Trucking
Association chief, David Bradley.
“The fuel savings from speed lim-
iters will also help to moderate the
increases in operating costs from
escalating diesel fuel prices.This is
the right thing to do.”

The OTA says the law will re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions by
up to 280,000 tonnes.

Non-compliance will cost truck-
ers a minimum fine of $250 and a
maximum of $20,000, as Bill 41 is
written.

“As members would know, the
proposed legislation will cap the

speed of large trucks built after
1995 at 105 kilometres per hour,”
Minister Bradley said during third
reading in the Legislature June
16. “Ontario is a leader in road
safety, and we’re always looking
for ways to make our highways
even safer. This legislation pres-
ents us with a key opportunity to
improve road safety for our fami-
lies, while at the same time help-
ing to protect our environment, so
that our children and grandchil-
dren can enjoy a cleaner and
greener future. Cutting emissions
from large trucks can only help
our environment. The reality is
that over one-third of Ontario’s
greenhouse gas emissions come
from the transportation sector,
and 84% of this comes from road
transportation. This is why speed
limiters are so important to all

Ontarians, not only to those who
share the road with large trucks.”

He said Ontario will work
closely with Quebec to harmonize
speed limiter legislation with that
province.

Bradley also said “This legisla-
tion is fair because it treats all
truck drivers and companies the
same while driving in Ontario. At
the same time, it is flexible. With
today’s technology, operators will
also have the option of investing
in devices that will allow drivers
to switch speed limiters on and off
when in jurisdictions with higher
speed limits.”

The Bill wasn’t without its crit-
ics. Conservative MPP Frank
Klees, a vocal opponent of speed
limiters, stood in the Legislature
during final debate and suggested
the law should extend to all vehi-
cles if it’s going to be applied to
trucks. He also favoured stepped
up enforcement over speed lim-
iter legislation.

“If we are concerned about
road safety, then let’s look at the
big picture and let’s start with en-
forcing the speed limiters that we
already have in place in this
province, called speed limits. Let’s
enforce that,” Klees said. “Let’s
get the message out, not only to
trucking companies and truck
drivers but to everyone who gets
behind a wheel, that the govern-
ment of Ontario is serious about
road safety, that we will enforce
our speed limits and that there
will be consequences for people
who ignore those speed limits.”

Klees was especially disap-
pointed that none of the amend-
ments he proposed to the Bill
were adopted.

Predictably, the passage of the
law drew the ire of owner/opera-
tor organizations such as the
Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers’ Association (OOIDA)
and Owner/Operators’ Business
Association of Canada.

OOIDA vowed to challenge the
legality of the legislation, which it
feels violates NAFTA. OOIDA,
after seeking legal counsel in
Canada, said it will file a Notice of
Intent to challenge the law once it
is officially implemented.

“We are vigorously pursuing all
appropriate legal remedies to pro-
tect the right of truckers, big and
small, to compete fairly and safely
across international and provin-
cial borders,” said Rick Craig, di-
rector of regulatory affairs with
OOIDA.

OOIDA argues that the new law
creates an impediment to inter-
provincial and international trade
by restricting access to trucks from
other regions that don’t have
speed limiter laws of their own.

“We believe the new law dis-
criminates against US-based com-
panies as well as Canadian truck-
ing companies based outside of
Ontario by restricting their ability
to operate freely throughout
Canada,” added Craig.

“The reasons given by propo-
nents for passing the bill were
nothing more than a red herring
and will infringe upon the rights
of all extraprovincial truckers
who want to pursue their liveli-
hoods to operate throughout
Canada.” ■■
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Speed limiter law could be in place by fall
OOIDA vows to challenge legality of law
■ Continued from page 1
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What’s inside a
Bridgestone radial?

BridgestoneTrucktires.com

Tires are just the beginning
Nobody else offers you longer-wearing, higher quality tires

– or the tools you need to get the most from them.

Ask your dealer or truckstop what else

choosing Bridgestone can do for you.

North America’s largest
dealer/truckstop network

State-of-the-art technology

Exclusive, patented
long-life designs

Innovative tire management systems
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Keeping it simple.
Running a profitable trucking operation can be complicated. We can help make it simple.
At Daimler Truck Financial, all we do is provide finance solutions for commercial truck
operators just like you. You can count on our dedicated team of finance professionals to
provide you with the right solution. Whether it's fixed rate financing with no early payout
penalty, innovative leasing programs or balloon and skip payment plans to suit your
revenue stream. Add the peace-of-mind that comes from life and disability insurance,
and GAP protection, and you've got one-stop convenience. It's that simple.

www.daimlertruckfinancial.ca

Our brand partners.
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By Adam Ledlow
OTTAWA, Ont. –Transport Canada
has released a group of studies that
examine the implications of a na-
tional heavy truck speed limiter pro-
gram from safety, environmental,
economic and operational perspec-
tives. The extensive report was re-
leased July 4 – a mere two and a half
weeks after the government of
Ontario went ahead and approved
Bill 41, which will require all heavy
trucks operating in the province to
have their speeds mechanically lim-
ited to no more than 105 km/h.

While the province’s trigger-hap-
py approach may have raised a few
eyebrows, the studies’ findings still
offer insight for the remaining eight
provinces which have yet to pass
similar legislation. In the following
summary, you will find a varied mix
of opinions based on each topic 
addressed.

Safety

As its name suggests, the basic aim
of the report Safety Implication of
Mandated Truck Speed Limiters on
Canadian Highways was to assess
the safety implications of mandating
speed limiters on various sections of
highway including: straight; off-
ramp segment; on-ramp segment;
and the combined on/off-ramp.

According to the report, the intro-
duction of speed limiters set at 105
km/h increased safety in uncongest-
ed traffic, especially in the straight
segment.When the maximum speed
was set at 110 km/h, the safety gains
with the introduction of mandatory
limiters were decreased.

However, as volume and percent-
age of trucks increased, the safety
gains from speed limiters became
less pronounced. The study found
that as traffic volume reached near-
capacity (2,000 vehicles per hour per
lane) more “vehicle interactions”
took place which led to a reduction
in safety, especially with merging,
lane-changing, and using on- and
off-ramps. In these instances, speed
limiters actually reduced the level of
safety.

Competitiveness

The study Trade and
Competitiveness Assessment of
Mandated Speed Limiters for Heavy
Trucks Operating in Canada as-
sessed the competitiveness impacts
of speed limiters in two scenarios:
one scenario with the policy imple-
mented only by Ontario and
Quebec, the other with the policy
implemented throughout Canada.

In the Ontario-Quebec scenario,
the study found that about 30% of
Atlantic Canada’s fleets would be
affected because of their business
with the two provinces.Owner/oper-
ators in particular felt that their pro-
ductivity would be impacted as
speed limiters would prevent them
from completing deliveries within
their daily legal Hours-of-Service.
Some indicated that both safety and
productivity considerations would
lead them to avoid Quebec and
Ontario for business.

Unlike Atlantic Canada, only a
small portion of Western Canada’s
trucking industry interacts with
Ontario and Quebec. It was the con-
sultant’s best estimate that less than
10% of Western Canada’s heavy
truck population would be affected
by Ontario and Quebec mandating

speed limiters.
Since Canadian-based companies

hauling into the US cannot compete
with US-based fleets on runs within
the US, mandated speed limiters
would not create any competitive is-
sues, according to the study.The ma-
jority (80%) of US owner/operators
interviewed,on the other hand, indi-
cated that to avoid being speed lim-
ited they would no longer haul into
Quebec or Ontario.

The national scenario was found
to have a limited effect on most
Atlantic Canada-based fleets as the
majority operate in a triangular
movement (to US, then to Ontario
and then back to Atlantic Canada).

However, a national mandate
would have a far greater effect on
the estimated 90% of Western
Canadian fleets that would be, for
the most part, unaffected by the
Ontario/Quebec mandate.

In the US, the study noted that
many states south of the Prairies
have higher speed limits which
would once again raise safety and
productivity concerns for small
fleets and O/Os. US-based
owner/operators noted that this dis-
advantage would be enough to keep
them from operating in Canada.

Overall, it was found that there
could be some impact on trucking
industry competitiveness within

speed-limited jurisdictions provided
sufficient numbers of operators
were to avoid such jurisdictions.This
would be mitigated to the extent
that operators choose to invest in
and use the tools required to
changes the speed limiter setting as
they enter or leave speed-limited ju-
risdictions or ultimately decide to
operate speed-limited.

However, a costing analysis per-
formed as part of this study indicat-
ed that the increased fuel and vehi-
cle operating costs of travelling at
speeds above 105 km/h outweigh the
increased productivity benefits. See
the environmental study below for
more details.

Environmental benefits

The study Environmental Benefits of
Speed Limiters for Heavy Trucks
Operating in Canada updates the re-
sults of a discussion paper started in
October 2006. Estimates of fuel sav-
ings and environmental benefits

ONTARIO

Continued on page 22 ■

Transport Canada studies offer
insight on speed limiters

Six studies shed some light on the implications
of Ontario’s new speed limiter legislation

IN 1997 DARIAN STEPHENS customized his Freightliner Classic with 
Piranha LED lights. He’s proud that a million miles later, his rig and the 
Piranhas are still going strong and looking good.

“Last year we were named the winningest Pride & Polish rig of all 
time,” he says. “And I’ve had zero problems with the Piranhas. That’s 
why I stick with Peterson all the way around.”

Take a tip from Darian: Keep the pride in your 
ride by hooking up to Piranha. Available at 
safety lighting centers everywhere.

P I R A N H A ® L E D L I G H T I N G

816.765.2000 • www.pmlights.com

H O O K U P T O P R I D E .

P I R A N H A ® P R I D E .

w w w . p m l i g h t s . c o m

DARIAN STEPHENS of Hereford, PA 
with his ‘95 Freightliner Classic

“Not one Piranha failure in a
million miles. That’s phenomenal!”

DARIAN STEPHENS of Hereford, PA 
with his ’95 Freightliner Classic

“Not one Piranha failure in a
million miles. That’s phenomenal!”

4200 E.135th St. • Grandview, MO 64030
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have since been updated using more
detailed speed distribution and
truck traffic volume data.

The updated annual fuel savings
are now estimated at 228.6 million
litres, 0.6% above the previously es-
timated total of 227.3 million litres.
This is 1.4% of the total diesel fuel
consumed by road vehicles in
Canada in 2006. Depending upon
the price of fuel, this would result in
a cost saving in excess of $200 mil-
lion per year.

The annual GHG savings are now
estimated at 0.64 megatonnes, com-
pared to the previous estimate of
0.63 megatonnes. Ontario and
Quebec combined account for 64%
of the estimated national saving, ac-
cording to the study.

Case studies

The Speed Limiter Case Study en-
deavoured to assess the benefits, ef-
fectiveness and implementation is-
sues associated with mandatory
speed limiters through carrier case
studies in two Canadian trucking
segments (for-hire and private).

The case studies demonstrated
that speed limiters have become a
“way of life” for carriers and esti-
mates suggest that more than 60%
of carrier fleets in Canada have
speed limiter policies in place, many
for more than 10 years.

The case study research found
that both carrier fleets said that their
speed limiter policies were initially

introduced to improve the efficiency
of their business by reducing operat-
ing costs (fuel and maintenance) and
potentially reducing collision risks.
However, researchers we were not
able to quantify these improvements
since neither carrier could provide
data on pre-speed limiter costs.

In addition, both carrier fleets re-
ported a low incidence of speed-re-
lated violations and the drivers in-
terviewed did not believe that the
speed controls created a significant
operational or safety concern. The
case study also suggested that nei-
ther of the carrier fleets studied ap-
pear to have any market disadvan-
tage compared to their competitors
as a result of their speed control
policies and in fact may have a mar-
ket advantage associated with driver
retention and driver job satisfaction.

The global experience

This international study on heavy
truck speed limiters focused on
Australia, the United Kingdom, and
Sweden, and analyzed compliance
and enforcement strategies, the ef-
fectiveness of the legislation, and
viewpoints from stakeholders in
government, enforcement, trucking
associations and others.

Speed limiters are generally be-
lieved to have had a positive impact
on road safety and have contributed
to a decrease in accidents involving
heavy vehicles, the study found. In
the UK, for instance, heavy vehicle
accidents have dropped by 26%

since speed limiter legislation was
enacted in 1992. Other positive ben-
efits from the enactment of speed
limiter legislation include lower fuel
consumption (from 3-11%), lower
maintenance costs (tires,brakes,and
engine) and reduced insurance pre-
miums, according to an assessment
done by the European Commission.

Road safety concerns as a result of
the speed limiter requirement have
been noted by UK and Swedish offi-
cials, particularly the problem of
speed-limited trucks overtaking
each other on divided highways, and
causing traffic backlog. Other road
safety issues identified in the UK in-
cluded convoys of trucks blocking
the on- and off-ramps of highways.
Under UK law, all speed-limited
trucks are relegated to the inside
lanes on highways of three or more
lanes. The necessity of having suffi-
cient enforcement personnel to veri-
fy speed limiter compliance was a
key finding in this report.

Technical considerations

This study summarized technical is-
sues and limitations of electronic
speed limiters with respect to com-
pliance, enforcement, and tamper-
ing,based on questionnaire respons-
es from the Truck Manufacturers
Association (TMA) and the Engine
Manufacturers Association (EMA).

TMA stated that a great deal
more information is needed before a
reasoned decision can be made on
technical and tampering issues. Yet

TMA supports proposals that are
demonstrated to provide safety ben-
efits and are practical.

“We believe this (a mandate for
speed limiters in heavy trucks) pro-
posal has flaws,especially in terms of
its practicality,” the TMA said.

EMA officials said they were
strongly opposed to any proposal
that would require manufacturers to
‘hardwire’ a limit specific to a partic-
ular jurisdiction.

“Such a proposal is unworkable
for a number of reasons: speed lim-
iter settings operate on the basis of
an engine/vehicle interface and are
dependent upon a number of vari-
ables outside of the control of the
engine manufacturer; engine manu-
facturers do not and cannot know
the vehicle configurations in which
their engines will be installed;engine
manufacturers do not and cannot
know the jurisdictions in which their
engines will be operating; and 
engines are designed and produced
for North American and global 
markets.”

In general, EMA prefers volun-
tary, incentivized measures rather
than regulatory mandates.

Further study

A seventh report, titled Speed
Limiter Summary Report, which
will assess the requirement of
speed limiters on heavy trucks in
Canada based on the above re-
search and analysis, will be released
in the future. To read the first 
six reports in full, visit
www.tc.gc.ca/roadsafety/speed_lim
it/menu.htm. ■■

ONTARIO

Study validates environmental benefits
■ Continued from page 21
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KELOWNA, B.C. – The BC
Trucking Association’s (BCTA’s)
95th Management Conference
and AGM profiled industry mem-
bers who have invested in new
“green” technologies to showcase
successful fuel-saving strategies.

‘The Greening of the Motor
Carrier Industry’ was the theme
of the recent convention, and the
topic of a panel discussion about
how both business practices and
selected fuel-saving technologies
can reduce fuel consumption and
improve efficiency.

A three-member panel fea-
tured: Rob Penner, vice-president
of operations for Bison Transport;
Gene Orlick, president of Orlick’s
Transport; and Sharon Banks,
CEO of Cascade Sierra Solutions
– a US non-profit group providing
support on emissions reduction to
the industry along the Interstate 5
corridor of Washington, Oregon,
and California through outreach
and incentives.

The BCTA says that fuel prices
are “sky high and rising; the car-
bon tax is upon us and the econo-
my is slowing,” but there is still
hope for the trucking industry “if
it is willing to adopt new strate-
gies, find ways to invest in new
equipment and green its fleets.”

In addition, an ‘enviroTruck’
was featured at the show, which
had a new “smog-free” engine fit-
ted with fuel-saving devices, cour-
tesy of BCTA member Glenncoe
Transport.

Service to the Industry

The BCTA’s 2008 Service to the
Industry award was presented to
Hanne Madsen, the president of
DanFoss Couriers and Freight.
Madsen is a long-time member of
the BCTA board of directors, in-
frastructure development and in-
surance committees, and was pre-
viously on the BCTA executive
committee, the human resources
task force and the conference
committee.

Madsen began work at DanFoss
Couriers and Freight in 1987 after
an initial period as a sales repre-
sentative with Kraft Foods.

At DanFoss Couriers and
Freight, Madsen first held differ-
ent positions in sales and assistant
management, then eventually
moved on to become general
manager, and is now president.

Driver of the Year

The 2008 BCTA Driver of the
Year was presented to Lorne
Rasmussen of Arrow Trans-
portation Systems. Rasmussen has
worked in the transportation indus-
try for 56 years and has driven 
5.8 million miles, according to the
BCTA.

Starting at Arrow Trans-
portation Systems in 1972,
Rasmussen worked full-time until
trying retirement in the summer
of 2000.

During the first 28 years with
the company, he operated daily
without involvement in a prevent-
able motor vehicle collision, nor
lost time due to personal injury.
Returning a few months after 
the official retirement date,

Rasmussen at 71, continues to
drive three days a week in the
Kamloops wood fibre division.

To date, he has provided 36

years of dedicated service at
Arrow, including participation on
committees, as a mentor for new
drivers and at truck rodeos. ■■

WEST

BCTA presents awards at convention

DRIVER OF THE YEAR: Lorne Rasmussen (centre) was recognized at the BCTA
convention, where he was named 2008 Driver of the Year.

New executive
committee
named by BCTA
The BCTA’s new executive
committee for 2008-09 is as fol-
lows: chairman, Greg Rogge of
Clark Freightways; first vice-
chairman, Murray Scadeng of
Triton Transport; second vice-
chairman, Victor Martin of
Excel Transportation; secre-
tary/treasurer Steve Islaub of
Northwest Tank Lines.

The BCTA associate mem-
bers are: Gerry Cullen of
Western Star & Sterling Trucks
of Vancouver, with alternate
Greg Munden of Munden
Ventures and past chairman,
Dietmar Krause of TMS
Transportation Management
Services. ■■
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Long live your engine.

www.essolubes.ca

Available through Esso branded distributors from coast to coast.
Find your local distributor at http://map.essolubes.ca/. For
more information, call 1-800-968-3776 or visit www.delvac.ca

®
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By Jan Westell
VANCOUVER, B.C. – B.C.’s first
enviroTrucks rolled onto the streets
in early July, a milestone for the
Fraser Basin Council’s bid to “green
up fleets” across the province, in
partnership with the provincial gov-
ernment and the B.C. Trucking
Association (BCTA).

“These vehicles are impressive,”
said Environment Minister Barry
Penner.“If B.C. fleet operators tran-
sitioned just 100 older trucks to the
new enviroTrucks, it would give us
the same greenhouse gas emission
reduction,as removing more than 10
times as many smog-producing cars
from B.C. roads. By running
enviroTrucks, a company may
achieve up to 20% in increased fuel
efficiency.To move in that direction,
Green Fleets B.C. is offering a finan-
cial incentive of up to $10,000 a ve-
hicle (tractor and trailer) and up to

$50,000 per fleet, to test drive
enviroTruck technologies.”

The enviroTruck is a Class 7 or 8
heavy-duty vehicle, featuring a 
newer model diesel engine that 
reduces particulate matter by 90%
and smog-forming NOx particles 
by 45%.

Unique add-on features on an
enviroTruck are expected to save
fuel, and drive down emissions even
further.

These features may include: an
auxiliary power unit that reduces
idling time and is expected to cut
greenhouse gas emissions by 13.5

tonnes per truck per year; speed lim-
iters to prevent the truck from going
over a pre-set speed, thereby de-
creasing fuel consumption and
greenhouse gas emissions; and aero-
dynamic improvements expected to
result in an annual per truck and
trailer reduction of 17.5 tonnes of
greenhouse gas emissions.

“The enviroTruck is one of the
ways Green Fleets B.C. is building
partnerships,” said David Marshall,
the executive director for the Fraser
Basin Council, a non-profit organi-
zation that advances sustainability.
“Today we’re seeing some inspira-
tional leadership shown in the trans-
portation sector.”

The trucking industry needs credi-
ble and accurate information on
technologies and strategies to re-
duce fuel consumption, greenhouse
gases, and smog emissions in combi-
nation with financial incentives that
target those approaches, said Paul
Landry, the president and CEO of
the BCTA. “The enviroTruck pro-
gram understands and addresses
those needs.”

The Green Fleets B.C. program
has helped two B.C. companies
transition a number of their vehicles
to enviroTrucks. Glenncoe
Transport from Kelowna, a division
of Bison Transport, and Nanaimo-
based Paradise Island Foods are
now testing the technologies, and
tracking cost savings that are linked
to fuel efficiencies and the environ-
mental benefits of moving to green-
er vehicles. The results of the
enviroTruck project will be avail-
able at www.greenfleetsbc.com.

Over the next two years, Green
Fleets B.C. initiatives are expect-
ed to help the transportation sec-
tor cut over 900 tonnes of smog-
causing emissions and 200,000
tonnes of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, according to the Fraser
Basin Council. ■■

WEST

B.C. environmental movement gets behind ‘enviroTruck’ concept

GRAND ENTRANCE: Environmentalists and politicians got their first look at the
latest generation of environmentally-friendly trucks at a recent event in B.C.

Wowtrucks selects
first Canadian rigs
for calendar 
CHILLIWACK, B.C. – Three top
winners at the B.C. Big Rig
Weekend held at Chilliwack
Heritage Park, have been selected
for the 2009 Wowtrucks Calendar:
Canada’s own Big Rig Calendar.

Chicky Drouillard from Kelowna
B.C., won the truck/trailer combo
trophy with his 1987 Peterbilt 379
EXH. Ron Ruddick from Mission
B.C. won the people’s choice award
at the show with his 2004 Pete 357,
and Keith Bradley from Barrier B.C.
took the inaugural “Wowtrucks 365”
award with his 2007 Peterbilt 379.

“New this year to Wowtrucks is a
nation-wide competition to get into
Canada’s Big Rig Showpiece,” says
photographer and proprietor of
Wowtrucks, David Benjatschek.

“Three winners at the four major
Show’n’Shines across the country:
the Fergus Truck Show, Rodeo 
du Camion and Pro-Trucker
Magazine’s Alberta and British
Columbia Big Rig Weekends,will all
qualify for a spot in the calendar.”

The next selection will be made
at the Fergus Truck Show. ■■

NAL serves the Trucking Industry

Disability • Downtime • Buydown

Call Today! 1-800-265-1657
NAL Downtime Lounges

HWY 401: Woodstock, TA Truck Stop, Exit 230
Cornwall, Fifth Wheel Truck Stop, Exit 792

QEW: Fort Erie, Fort Erie Travel Center, Exit 5

And is Proud to Sponsor

helping dreams come true for children 
with life threatening illnesses

saving our environment, 
one mile at a time

expert information in an 
affordable fashion
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How do you thrive despite hostile driving environments and brutal economic conditions? Get a smarter

tire program. With premium, best-in-class retreads. Backed by legendary service. Bandag. The

company that has been leading the precured retreading industry for 50 years. ROLL SMART.

X FIND OUT HOWBANDAG COULD SAVE YOU 10% ORMORE ON TIRE COSTS. SEE BANDAG.COM/SAVE.

©2007 BANDAG — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

ESTABLISHED 1957
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1988 Volvo Fire Truck 6-71 TA
500 hrs., MT654 trans., 23000

Rockwell rear, super clean, no brand.

1998 GMC Topkick
For Parts.

www.morgan-diesel.com

CASH OR 
BANK DRAFT

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8 A.M.-5 P.M.
CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

1248 McAdoo’s Lane 
R.R.1 Glenburnie (Kingston) ON  K0H 1S0

CREDIT CARD PURCHASES ARE 
SUBJECT TO A 3% PRICE INCREASE

(613) 546-0431 
Fax: (613) 546-4206 

E-Mail: james@morgan-diesel.com

WE BUY 
TRUCKS

Ask for
JAMES or RON

2006 IH 7500 
HT-570 engine, 13 spd., 46 rears, 
V-Hopper sanding unit. For Parts.

1998 Freightliner Century
For Parts.

1995 Trackless
Whole or Parts.

Cat C-15 Engines, 
low kms., 435-550 h.p.

2003 C15 Engine 
475 h.p., 2050 torque, 663,000 kms.

Call for Price.

E7 Mack Engines 
In Stock.

2005 MBE 4000 Engine
500 kms., New drop in.

1993 IH 2600 N14 mechanical, 
15 spd., 20/40 axles.

1999 Freightliner FLD120
For Parts.

2006 Series 60 
515 h.p., 150,000 kms.

2006 KW T800 Cab
Wired for Cummins.

ISX Engines 
low kms., 400-565 h.p., EGR.

2000 International 9100 Cab 
ISM engine wired, clean.

$8500.

Headache Racks 
Various Makes and Models.

1998 Western Star 4964 
For Parts.

2001 KW T800 
Cummins ISX-450 h.p., RTLO 16913A

trans., 12/40 on Neway. 
For Parts.

1999 KW T800
For Parts.

2007 Freightliner Columbia 
Detroit 60 14L 515, 13 spd.

Roadranger, 12/40, brand salvage.

JLG Manlift
Good condition.

2006 IH 9400i 
C15 475 h.p. Cat, 18 spd., 46 rears,

For Parts or Whole.

TIRES
Priced from $100 to $300

1999 Peterbilt 330 For Parts. 
3126 Cat, 250 hp, RT8908LL, 23 Rears,

530,000 kms.

2006 Freightliner Columbia
For Parts.

1999 Freightliner Century
For Parts.

1972 Fiat Allis 8B
$13,500.

DIESEL TRUCK PARTS INC.
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By Jared Lindzon
TORONTO, Ont. – Music is a
source of comfort and entertain-
ment within the trucking communi-
ty, just as teddy bears are a source of
comfort and entertainment to chil-
dren. Many people would fail to see
the connection between music,
trucking, children and teddy bears,
but not Richard Masys, founder of
the 10-4 Teddy Bear Wheelchair
Foundation.

Masys was inspired to begin the
charity program after hearing Red
Sovine’s ‘10-4 Teddy Bear.’ The song
narrates the tale of a trucker coming
into contact with a young boy in a
wheelchair over the CB. After talk-
ing with the lonely boy for some
time, the trucker discovers the boy’s
father was a trucker as well.The boy
explained that before he died,his fa-
ther would take his son out for rides
in his truck. Shortly after his conver-
sation, the warm-hearted truck driv-
er decided to go to the boy’s house
with the intention of giving him a
ride. He arrives only to discover a
line of trucks down the road with the
same intention, having heard the
boy on the radio as well.

The spirit of generosity present in
these lyrics found its way to Masys.
After being inspired by the song, he
and his beloved companion Mary
Hyjek considered creating a charita-
ble organization.They began conjur-
ing a program that sold teddy bears

to raise funds for wheelchairs for
children.It wasn’t until Hyjek’s trag-
ic passing that their vision came to
fruition.

“I was talking about the project
two years before Mary passed away,
but I kept putting it off,” Masys said.
“She said that if I keep talking about
it I’ll never do it.” About a year be-
fore she passed away they began
production, but she never saw the
finished product.

As a retired member of the truck-
ing industry, Masys has often looked
to his former industry for support.

“I’m hoping to get the truckers to
back me on this, but I guess they’re
hitting hard times.” Masys said. “It’s
hard. I’ve received a lot of phone
calls and a lot of rejections.”

Though it’s been a shaky road,
there have still been many individ-
ual acts of generosity within the
trucking community towards the or-
ganization.

“I got some help from GT
Express and Schulman,”Masys said.
“They bought a box of 24 each, and
then they asked me to re-donate it to
Montreal Children’s Hospital.”

More information as well as or-
der forms are available at
www.10-4teddybear.com. Teddy
Bears cost $24 each (plus shipping
and taxes), and all proceeds go to-
wards providing underprivileged
children with wheelchairs. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:862;

CANADA

10-4 Teddy Bear seeks support

CVSA: Don’t manually adjust auto slack adjusters
TORONTO, Ont. – A surprise brake blitz by the Commercial Vehicle
Safety Alliance (CVSA) in May has led inspectors to believe there’s a big
problem with drivers manually adjusting self-adjusting slack adjusters.

“A significant problem we are noticing in recent years is the practice of
manually adjusting self-adjusting brake adjusters,” said Stephen
Campbell, executive director of CVSA.“If you have a brake that is over-
stroking and it has a self-adjusting (automatic) brake adjuster, you more
than likely have a problem with the brake or the adjuster. If you re-adjust
it, you aren’t fixing the underlying problem.”

There are concerns that truckers may have a false sense of security af-
ter manually adjusting automatic brake adjusters, which will likely fall
back out of adjustment before long. ■■

“Cab comfort cooler”

“12v Air conditioning systems”

Mochila
Rear Mount

950/Dynamic
Vertical Rear Mount

Compact
Roof Mount

Revolution
Roof Mount

Specifications/Features
❆ Low power consumption

(from less than 1 amp to a max. 8 amp)
❆ Weight 23.5 lbs (10.7 kg) - 

38.5 lbs (17.5 kg)
❆ Rf remote control operated
❆ Low voltage/Electrical protection
❆ Low level indicator and alarm
❆ Low maintenance (filter change)
❆ Low COST installed

Specifications/Features
❆ Up to 4700 btu A/C
❆ 19 to 28 amps in automatic mode
❆ Weight combined 50 lbs (23 kg)
❆ Low voltage shutdown

Remember!

See us at Fergus
Booth L3 & L4

NO - engine maintenance
NO - extra batteries
NO - alternator upgrade
NO - freon to recharge

“Just add Water”

Niagara Service & Supply Limited
150 South Service Road, Stoney Creek, Ont.

toll free: (800) 268-5076  ph: (905) 573-3101  fx: (905) 664-5387
e-mail: sales@niagaraservice.com

TRY IT ONLINE AT WWW.TRUCKNEWS.COM

Across
1. Western Star ad tagline (7,6)
8. Conical traffic diverter
9. Province with “Wild Rose Country” plates
10. OPEC unit of measure
11. Side-impact collision type (1,4)
13. Carrier’s cargo-delivery promise (2,4)
15. Ford SUV for getaway-car driver
18. Applied oil or grease
20. Given name of 15th Prime Minister
23. Mack vocational model
24. Truck-technician’s investment
25. Slangy handle for Manitoba city (3,3)
26. Name seen on armoured truck

1. Traction-enhancing tire-tread slit
2. “If I Had a Million Dollars” car
3. O/O component
4. Unexpected engine stoppages
5. Truckmakers’ sales incentives, sometimes
6. Semitrailer contents
7. Item carried by trucker, perhaps (5,3)
12. Extra illumination for coastal areas (3,5)
14. A certain sleeper (3,4)
16. Chromed item on cab (3,4)
17. Word followed by limiter
19. Truck’s foot-control
21. “Do Not ____ ,” one-way-street sign
22. Used-truck sale stipulation, sometimes 
(2,2) 

Down
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ers on page 63
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Breaking down barriers MISSISSAUGA, Ont. – Being
around the trucking business a few
decades has given me an opportu-
nity to watch waves of immigrants
and new Canadians take their
place in the workforce. Once the
domain of the descendants of white

FEATURE

Indian Trucking Association hopes to create culture of understanding

www.altruck.com

Celebrating30 Years!

Celebrating30 Years!
®

FINANCING STARTING AT 4.99% OACFINANCING STARTING AT 4.99% OAC

Ends July 31.08

Subject to applicable conditions.

www.carriertruck.comwww.carriertruck.com

WE WANT YOUR TRADES!WE WANT YOUR TRADES!

BRANTFORD
(519) 752-5431
1-800-957-8785

Doug Hagan
Martin Fry

Marco Polillo

WOODSTOCK
(519) 539-9837
1-800-958-8785

Lawrie Muter
Luca Polillo

LONDON
(519) 681-3500
1-800-265-6081

Ed Link
Bob Frew

Wayne Gerber

WINDSOR
(519) 737-7520
1-888-956-8785
Polydore Girard

Brian Dewer

SARNIA
(519) 336-4840
1-877-336-4840

BURLINGTON
905.681.6500

Pat Calandrella

BURLINGTON
905.681.6500

Pat Calandrella

CAMBRIDGE
519.650.1804
Joe Mitchell
Matt Kirby

CAMBRIDGE
519.650.1804
Joe Mitchell
Matt Kirby

HAMILTON
905.578.2211
Martin Dick
Dave Gordon

HAMILTON
905.578.2211
Martin Dick
Dave Gordon

KITCHENER
519.578-0810
Dan Dalimonte

KITCHENER
519.578-0810
Dan Dalimonte

BUILT, EQUIPPED AND PRICED FOR SUCCESS
O/O, PRESTIGE OPERATOR AND SMALL TO LARGE FLEET . . . 

WE HAVE YOUR SPEC AND WE HAVE YOUR BACK!

With You For The
Long Haul

With You For The
Long Haul

BUILT, EQUIPPED AND PRICED FOR SUCCESS
O/O, PRESTIGE OPERATOR AND SMALL TO LARGE FLEET . . . 

WE HAVE YOUR SPEC AND WE HAVE YOUR BACK!

SEARCH: international trucks/trucks/lonestar/customize

YOU DELIVER GOODS ... 
WE DELIVER SOLUTIONS!!

YOU DELIVER GOODS ... 
WE DELIVER SOLUTIONS!!

Limited Suite

From $2395*

per month

From $2125*

per month
From $2125*

per month

From $2575*

per month
w/ISX 525 HP, 
1850 Torque, 

18 Spd., 
73" HiRise 

Sleeper.

w/ISX 500 HP,
13 Spd., or 
ISX 525 HP, 

18 Spd., Loaded,
Eagle HiRise.

w/ISX 525 HP, 
18 Spd., Limited

ProSleeper.

w/ISX 525 HP, 
1850 Torque,

18 Spd., 
73" HiRise

LoneStar Suite.

BUY FROM STOCK
OR ORDER BY 
JULY 31/08!

BUY FROM STOCK
OR ORDER BY 
JULY 31/08!

*10% Down, 60 Months, 
OAC.

SEARCH: international trucks/trucks/lonestar/customize

BRANTFORD
(519) 752-5431
1-800-957-8785

Doug Hagan
Martin Fry

Marco Polillo

WOODSTOCK
(519) 539-9837
1-800-958-8785

Lawrie Muter
Luca Polillo

LONDON
(519) 681-3500
1-800-265-6081

Ed Link
Bob Frew

Wayne Gerber

WINDSOR
(519) 737-7520
1-888-956-8785
Polydore Girard

Brian Dewer

SARNIA
(519) 336-4840
1-877-336-4840
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European settlers, today’s profes-
sional drivers are as ethnically di-
verse as the United Nations. Scots,
Brits, Filipinos, Poles, Portuguese,
Italians, Jamaicans, Russians and
Chinese have taken their turn be-
hind the wheel. And they’re still
coming: Somalis,West Africans and
Koreans are among the newest ar-
rivals.

But the most tenacious and 
resilient group has to be the East
Indians. Despite blatant racism,
language and cultural barriers, and
subtle forms of discrimination,
truck drivers from the subconti-
nent have clawed their way into the
mainstream.

It’s not surprising then, to see a
vibrant trucking association spring-
ing out of this community. And
even less surprising to hear they
have no problem attracting mem-
bers. Secretary General Najib Iqbal
has a role of 700-plus members and
he’s hoping to attract more recruits
at their first annual Great
Canadian Indian Truck Show at the
Powerade Centre in Brampton,
Ont.August 30.

“The Indian Trucking Associa-
tion is open to anyone,” says Iqbal,
“but it’s primarily made up of
members of the Indian community,
both East and West. Most of us
have some connection to India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Afghanistan or Sri Lanka.”

The association is also thinking
of opening a chapter in Surrey or
Abbotsford, B.C., two cities that
have large south Asian communi-
ties and lots of trucking activity.

About 12 years ago I wrote a 
story for Truck News exploring in-
dustry attitudes and perceptions
towards truckers of colour. One
Sikh driver, who spoke flawless
Canadian English, told me he had
talked on the phone to a personnel
agent of a large Ontario trucking
company who invited him to fill
out an application. But when he 
arrived at the terminal he was
promptly told:“No jobs here.”

His hunch was that they had an
unwritten “no turban” rule.

This was a major Ontario carrier
that today has several south Asian
drivers. But acceptance by some
companies and some drivers has
been an uphill battle that continues
to this day. Just listen to the CB 
radio when traffic is snarled
around Toronto; racially denigrat-
ing comments are not unusual.

But Iqbal has a different take on
the issue.

“Racism is everywhere in the
world. It’s not just white on black,
it works the other way too,” he says.
“There is still racism in the indus-
try, but in my seven years with J.D.
Smith, I’m proud to say I’ve never
heard the ‘P’ or ‘N’ word once. But
there’s not much you can do about
1% of the world’s population that
doesn’t like someone because of
their skin colour.”

Iqbal himself, doesn’t fit any
stereotype. He goes to bluegrass
festivals and admits he grew up
watching the Dukes of Hazzard
and Leave it to Beaver.

“My mother worked at Tonka
Toys on Airport Road in
Mississauga, and my day care on
Dixie Road was right next to a
trucking company.” As well, many
of his Indian neighbours in

Brampton were getting into the
trucking industry at that time in the
early 80s.

“Trucking is part of our business
and lifestyle,” he says. “And we’re
proud of it.”

The genesis of the Indian
Trucking Association started a few
years ago with a small group meet-
ing to discuss problems encoun-
tered by the South Asian drivers
and ways to get their voices heard.
This group now forms the back-
bone of the organization with
many of those original people sit-
ting on the executive board.

Iqbal sees the ITA as an educa-
tional resource.

On-road
Editor
Harry
Rudolfs

Continued on page 30 ■
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• Fleets

• Cargo Insurance
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AND
WE DO TIRES!
FULL SALES &
SERVICE FOR 
ANY TRUCK!

1976 Kipling Ave  
S. W. corner of Bethridge & Kipling
South of Rexdale Blvd. North of 401/409 416-747-8005

YOU PICK YOUR 
FAVOURITE OIL!
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FAVOURITE OIL!

MINIMUM 
DOWNTIME
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BIG OR SMALL
WE HANDLE IT ALL!
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RELIABILITY!
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TRUCK!
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TRUCK!

One truck or 
your entire fleet -

we’ll manage your
maintenance 

schedule 

One truck or 
your entire fleet -

we’ll manage your
maintenance 

schedule 

Visit our “C.L.C.” 
Lube Bay
• Change Oil & Filters!
• Lube all Points!
• Check all Lights, Filters, 

Wipers & Levels (Drive Line too) 
…and a full visual inspection 

before you head out!

Visit our “C.L.C.” 
Lube Bay
• Change Oil & Filters!
• Lube all Points!
• Check all Lights, Filters, 

Wipers & Levels (Drive Line too) 
…and a full visual inspection 

before you head out!

Castrol Tection Extra – 
Summer Special - July/Aug 2008
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Extended 
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Demand!

pg 28-30 tn aug  7/11/08  10:53 AM  Page 29



August 2008Page 30 TRUCK NEWS

“So many people run into prob-
lems because they don’t know the
language and they don’t know the
issues. And a lot of drivers don’t
want to cross the border because
their English skills are not too
good. We can help them with that,
too,” he says.

The best way to gain acceptance
is to work hard, Iqbal says. But un-
derstanding the  lingo is also key.

“That way they’re able to ap-
proach the job with more confi-
dence and gain skills more quick-
ly,” he says.
Iqbal suggests that the ITA can

also help members running a small
business, and provide information
about health and safety and issues
like sexual harassment.

“Driving a truck here is not like
driving one in India,” he adds.

He also feels strongly about get-
ting rid of the negative elements
plaguing the industry.

“It’s best for every community to
clean up its own dirty laundry and
take responsibility for itself. That’s
why we say no to drug smuggling,
no to organized crime, no to fly-by-
night driving schools, no to fly-by-
night companies that don’t pay for
weeks at a time. We’re looking for
a high standard of professionalism.
Our association is working to make
our drivers decent, respectful, hon-
ourable Canadian citizens.”

The ITA has already been in-
volved in meetings with the OTA
and other industry stakeholders.

“We’re a grassroots organization
and we want to work under the
other associations out there, such
as the OTA and CTA,” says Iqbal.

The Great Canadian Indian
Truck show promises to be a mem-
orable event with lots of  exhibits,
trucks, a Show’n’Shine competi-
tion, and seminars. They’re also 
going to be offering Indian food,
music and dance performances.

“Like it or not, we’re going
through an evolution right now.
What we’re trying to do is spread a
little goodness in an industry that
some would say, is in dire straits,”
says Iqbal.“Either you change with
the times or you go extinct like 
dinosaurs.” ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:863;

FEATURE

Group to host Show’n’Shine
■ Continued from page 29

NAJIB IQBAL

When business is great but you still
need cash, you can bank on me.

I help small and medium sized 
trucking companies with the cash
flow they need to grow and prosper!

Ph: 416-347-9466 • Fax: 416-222-0166
nhaley@liquidcapitalcorp.com

For excellent service and reasonable rates, contact
Nick Haley at Liquid Capital Commerce Inc.

New 

Lower 

Rates

I CAN TURN YOUR INVOICES INTO 
CASH – INSTANTLY!

Truck Insurance & Motorcycle Insurance Specialists
For ONTARIO REGISTERED vehicles (Fleet & Non-Fleet)
We have a Chartered Insurance Professional on staff –

Staff Left to Right: KATHERINE HAGAN, GRIFFIN
HAGAN, TRISH DEBOER & IRENE GREENTREE

Ask for Trish
Phone: (519) 443-6113

Rainbow Insurance Brokers Inc. Fax: (519) 443-6114
1101 Thompson Road East, R.R. #5 E-mail: trishdb@rainbowinsurancebrokers.com
Waterford, ON N0E 1Y0 Website: rainbowinsurancebrokers.com

RAINBOW
Insurance Brokers Inc.

“Since 1995”

TANKERS + TANKERS TANKERS + TANKERS

Your “ONE STOP TANK SHOP” Since 1952 – Check Us Out At: www.robicatank.com

www.robicatank.com rftinfo@robicatank.com

St. Marys Mfg & Sales # 1-800-387-9247

London Parts & Service # 1-866-676-2422

ISO 9001-2000 B620/DOT/MTO/Weights & Measures

Family owned and operated:Bob, Monica, Dan& James Nothof

Family owned and operated:Bob, Monica, Dan& James Nothof

Preserving Heritage
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By Jan Westell
BEAVERTON, Ont. – Of any
commercial motor vehicle, the
gravel truck has the most grueling
work environment, with regular
exposure to grit, dirt and grease,
not only from the material it’s car-
rying but also from the road itself.

Those harsh environmental
challenges are even more extreme
during a Canadian winter, when
sand and salt are regularly applied
to icy roads. Yet those hazards
don’t stop some owners from tak-
ing pride in their dump trucks, es-
pecially at truck shows.

Glen Watts, of Watts Haulage
located in Beaverton, Ont., has al-
ways had a neat-and-tidy nature,
and that also goes for his 2006
Peterbilt and the other trucks in
his fleet.

He shows the trucks any chance
that he can get, most recently win-
ning at the Burl’s Creek Truck
Show, located just northeast of
Barrie, Ont.

“We won Best Gravel Truck,
and we won Best-in-Show,” he
says of a vehicle that hauls 43
tonnes, and works 12-15 hours a
day, mainly on a gravel roads.

For the main truck body, Watts
and his professional polisher,
Jamie Seabrook, have a prefer-
ence for Meguiare’s paint cleaner
and Meguiare’s wax. Watts is an
exclusive client of Seabrook’s,
who used to have his own polish-
ing company that he now runs as a
hobby. Seabrook developed an
affinity for the polishing business
after working on some company
trucks that were looking dull, and
were transformed by his touch.

“It kind of snowballed from
there,” he says.

Even the dump box is dressed
up for the show, which takes about
100 hours to polish, according to
Watts, who credits Seabrook with
guiding him to his show’n’shine
success.

“He taught me a lot,” he says.
The polishing treatment begins

with an electric buffer, before the
more laborious and time-consum-
ing hand-polishing, which is the
key to show’n’shine success, ac-
cording to Watts.

“Time is the big thing.The more
time you put into it, the better the
results.”

For winter protection, Watts
says he covers his truck’s exposed
metal in grease.

It’s rather unsightly, he admits,
particularly when the grit sticks to
the coating.

But that sticky covering pro-
tects the truck’s aluminum, stain-
less steel and chrome throughout
the harshest season.

“It looks terrible,” he says. “But
when I clean it off in the spring, it
looks really good. It saves the
chrome. It saves sandblasting, (be-
cause) they use lots of sand on the
roads here in the winter.”

In the spring, the truck is treat-
ed with a pressure wash to remove

the grease, before application of
“Jeweler’s Rouge” a polishing
paste for metals like chrome, alu-
minum and stainless steel, which
comes in various strengths.

Watts and Seabrook follow a
two-step process, first with the
Jeweler’s Rouge “brown” bar
which cuts the oxidation that oc-
curs during the winter months,
and then they apply a “green” bar.
The bar is placed on an electric
polishing buffer, which eventually
imbeds itself into the wheel and
spreads for greater coverage.

Finally, they apply California
Custom “Purple” metal polish for
optimum shine.Another polishing

and cleaning product that Watts
favours is “Autosol,” a German
import. He also uses fine sand pa-
per, 600- or 800-grit, to smooth
out the nicks in the aluminum,

which are unavoidable in his line
of business. It’s an aggressive met-
al treatment that Watts was ini-
tially skeptical of.

SHOW SPECIAL

A polishing primer

Continued on page 32 ■

It takes more than a little elbow
grease to keep these rigs gleaming

MOST WORK IN SHOW?: Polishing a dump truck for a show’n’shine competi-
tion is a daunting task, as Glen Watts, owner of these trucks, can attest.

INTERNET:  www.heavytrux.com
NEW TRUCKS

KEVIN SHEEHAN
MURRAY EVANS
FRANK SAVOY

EUGENE PETRENKO
VOYTEK SPOLITAKIEWICZ

TONY BRATSCHITSCH
JOHN MURPHY (Sales Mgr.)

NEW & USED TRUCKS

Mon. – Thurs. 8:30 AM to 7 PM
Friday 8:30 AM to 6 PM
Saturday 9 AM to 2 PM

■■ Sales✓
FREE DELIVERY

Mon. – Fri. 7:00 AM to 1 AM
Saturday 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM

■■ Parts✓
24 HOUR EMERGENCY

Mon. – Fri. 7:00 AM to 1 AM
Saturday 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM

■■ Service✓

USED TRUCKS
DENNIS SHEEHAN

(Used Truck Mgr.)

ADAM CZIRAKI • PAUL REPAR
MIKE MURPHY

email: sales@sheehanstruck.com

WE BUY TRUCKS!
EUGENE PETRENKO SPEAKS RUSSIAN, POLISH & UKRAINIAN

VOYTEK SPOLITAKIEWICZ SPEAKS POLISH

Factory Licensed Technicians • 26 Bays • Fast Lube Pit • Alignment Rack • Emission Testing

OVER 50 - 1995-2008 USED VOLVO FLATTOPS, MIDROOFS 
AND CONDOS Cat, Cummins, Detroit & Volvo Power,

O/O & Fleet Specs. From $6,950.

(15) 1999-2007 INTERNATIONAL 9200/9400 and 9900I
Day Cabs, 51" and 72" Prosleepers, 350 to 525 HP Cummins, Cat and
Detroit power, 10, 13 and 18 spds., 40 rears, air ride,A/C, all in stock.

Call for complete details. Also available in heavy spec!

SEVERAL 1999-2006 W-STAR’S 4964FX, EX and LOW MAX’s
64" and 76" Hirise sleepers, 430-515 HP Cat C-15 and Detroit SER 60,

Jake, 13 spds, 40 rears (some with full lockers) air ride, loaded owner op
specs, some with brand new drop-in engines and some with fresh inframes.

Call For Details.

OVER 20 1992-2006 STRAIGHT TRUCKS, F/LINER, 
INTERNATIONAL, GMC, HINO, FORD & STERLING

Cab and chassis or 16-30 ft. van bodies and flat decks, auto or std.
trans., hydraulic or air brakes, single axles and tandems.

Call for details.

2004-2006 PETE 379 EXT HOOD and 387’s, 
and KW W-900L’s

460-550 HP Cat and Cummins, Jake, 13 and 18 spds, 40 rears, air ride,
loaded owner op specs. Call for details.

(9) 2004-2005 VOLVO DAY CABS VNL or VNM
365-565 HP Volvo and Cummins power, Jakes, 10, 13 and 18 spds.,

40,000 and 46,000 lb. rears, air ride, nice clean trucks with very 
low miles and warranty.

OVER 130 CLEAN USED TRUCKS!

4320 HARVESTER RD., BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

VOLVO VHD TRIAXLES
WITH DUMP BODIES

• 465 H.P.
• 18 Speed
• 20 & 46 Axles
• HN suspension
• Heavy double frame

• All aluminum wheels
• Loaded with options
• 201⁄2' High tensile Bibeau

box, heated air tarp,
air gate

* GMC *
MEDIUM DUTY

TOPKICK
• C4500
• C5500 
• C6500
• C7500 
• C8500

W-SERIES
• W3500
• W4500
• W5500

SHEEHAN’S
TRUCK CENTRE INC.

SHEEHAN’S
TRUCK CENTRE INC.

905-632-0300
1-800-254-2859
905-632-0300

Fax: 905-632-4557

Accredited Test Facility
*An official mark of the Province

of Ontario used under licence

*
MEDIUM

DUTY

SHEEHAN’S LEASING LTD.
SHORT TERM & 

LONG TERM LEASES 
ON  VOLVO DAYCABS AND

SLEEPER CABS

SHEEHAN’S LEASING LTD.
SHORT TERM & 

LONG TERM LEASES 
ON  VOLVO DAYCABS AND

SLEEPER CABS

VOLVO VHD TRIAXLES
WITH DUMP BODIES

OVER 130 CLEAN USED TRUCKS!

GREAT
SELECTION

OF 2009
MODEL YEAR

VOLVO
TRACTORS!

GREAT
SELECTION

OF 2009
MODEL YEAR

VOLVO
TRACTORS!

WE HAVE MORE USED VOLVO’S THAN ANYONE!

LARGE INVENTORY OF 
VN MODEL TRACTORS

WE HAVE MORE USED VOLVO’S THAN ANYONE!

DAY CABSDAY CABS

LARGE INVENTORY OF 
VN MODEL TRACTORS

Cummins and Volvo Power
Many Colours To Choose From.

UP TO $7500.00

SIGNING BONUS ON 
SELECTED 2008 MODELS!

UP TO $7500.00

SIGNING BONUS ON 
SELECTED 2008 MODELS!
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“I was pretty scared when I first
used it, but it looks great when it’s
done,” he says.

In preparation for a show, Watts
and Seabrook step up the polish-
ing process about a month ahead
of the event.

They put a great deal of effort
into cleaning and polishing until
they apply the finishing touches,
about 24 hours before show day.

It’s a team operation that also
involves Watts’ company driver,
Brent Speedie, who works on the
company’s 2007 Peterbilt tractor.

“It usually takes a full day to
pretty much go over everything,”
says Watts, noting that the last
show’n’shine resulted in a sleep-
deprived schedule. “I started at 5
a.m. and finished at 2 a.m. the day
of the show.” ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:862;

SHOW SPECIAL

Wheel
polishing
TORONTO, Ont. – Polishing. It’s
one of the most tedious tasks in-
volved in getting a show truck
ready to be judged. Especially
when it comes to wheels, which
aren’t likely going to stay clean
for very long, anyway.

The frustration of trying to
keep wheels looking brand new 
is exacerbated when they’re on 
an everyday working truck.
However, Steven Motta, product
manager with VIS Polish, says
more owner/operators and im-
age-conscious fleets are begin-
ning to let this increasingly popu-
lar machine do the dirty work for
them.

“The techniques used to polish
(by VIS Polish) are not signifi-
cantly different than what you’d
do by hand,” Motta claims. “The
machine follows the exact same
process, but because it’s a ma-
chine, it can apply more force and
it never gets tired. It doesn’t have
Monday mornings or Friday 
afternoons so it always produces
a very high quality.”

VIS Polish can shine up a wheel
in half an hour to an hour, de-
pending on the condition of the
wheel, Motta explains.

The machine has been around
for about three years and there
are over 100 installed throughout
North America (about 10 in
Canada).

Motta says there’s no risk of
damaging the wheel, because the
machine is able to detect when
too much force is being applied.
Currently, it’s designed only to
work with aluminum wheels.
Even if you’re not a show-goer,
Motta said truck owners should
shine their wheels at least once a
year.

“We suggest that when you
change the rubber on the truck,
that’s an ideal time to get your
wheels polished,” he says, adding
the machine can polish wheels
with or without the tires on.

While a growing number of
show trucks are relying on VIS
Polish machines to get prepped
for the show, most of its cus-
tomers are still regular everyday
truckers, Motta admits.

“The majority of work is people
with pride in their vehicles that
want to keep it looking like it did
when it was new,” he says. ■■

Polish can make the difference
■ Continued from page 31

THE INSIDE, TOO?: Lots of chrome
in the cab means even more work for
show truck owners.

Radiators Inc.

905-487-1209 • 1-877-950-0099
MON.-FRI.: 8 AM-7 PM • SAT.: 8 AM-3 PM

After hours call: 905-487-1209

110 Rutherford Rd. S., Bay #7, Brampton, ON L6W 3J5

4 HR. DRIVE-IN SERVICE

FOR MOST TRUCKS!

WE SHIP ACROSS
ONTARIO

Service & Repair For All Truck & Industrial
Radiators & Charge Air Coolers

Open 6 Days
A Week!

SELLING?
For just $99 (plus GST)

we’ll list your truck or 
trailer including a full 
description and picture.For more information contact 

Rob Wilkins 416-510-5123
For more information contact 
Rob Wilkins 416-510-5123

BUYING?
Browse by make,
model and year.
With the click of a button
you’ll have access to 
some of the best deals 
in the country. E E

NEW & USED TRUCKS

NEW & USED TRAILERS

Quality hand wash�

Trucks, trailers, RVs, buses�

Convenient GTA location�

416-412-0514

SERVICES
Wash & detail
Acid wash
Aluminum brightening (OAKITE)
Trailer clean out
Steam clean

Get clean with...

We accept Visa, Mastercard and Debit card

TRUCK DRIVE THRU  2671 Markham Rd at Finch

407

STEELES AVE
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Mention this ad and receive 10% off your next truck wash!

MON TO FRI  8:30 AM - 6 PM  SAT  7 AM - 6 PM
OPEN for your business!
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By Adam Ledlow
TORONTO, Ont. – Whether you
like’em slammed, chopped, shaved
or just plain shiny, Bette S. Garber’s
new book Ultra-Custom Semi
Trucks has got a rig for you.
Released in May by publisher
Motorbooks, a division of Quayside
Publishing Group, this 192-page
book is equal parts page-turner and
jaw-dropper. Arranged into eight
detail-driven chapters, Garber’s
work takes the reader beyond the
realms of regular old customization
and into the tricked-out world of ul-
tra-customization. And just what is
ultra-customization, you ask?
Garber defines it as “the next step in
custom semis,” where truckers are
using “new technologies and tapping
new designs and building tech-
niques” to turn their trucks into
head-turning show stoppers.

For truckers or enthusiasts look-
ing to get into customization, the
book offers a great introduction and
more than enough visual incentive
to pursue the hobby. For the cus-
tomizing veteran, the book is an ex-
tensive show-and-tell that gives an
inside look into many of the biggest
shops in the business.

Each chapter focuses on an aspect
of customizing, from specific parts
like chrome,paint and interior work,
to getting inside the heads of drivers
and finding out the “why” behind all
their beautifying work. The book
also showcases some of the most im-
pressive and winningest rigs on the
North American show and shine cir-

cuit, produced with the assistance of
some of the monsters of the industry.
Canadian customizers Valley
Custom Trucks, Inferno Kustom
Werks and 12 Ga. Customs feature
prominently among a sea of US
competitors.

The book is understandably and
delightfully image-heavy with 263
colour illustrations, for as Garber
says, “To their owners, a decked-out
truck is no less than their public and
personal image.”

Highlights for this reviewer in-
clude the Trucker Buddy who
decked out his rig to look like a
school bus, complete with faux win-
dows painted down the side and a
desk and library shelves in the cab
(p.41-42, 118), the slicked-back
stacks on the Garcia brothers’ 2000
Pete (p.44-45), 560 blazing LEDs on
a ragin’ red Kenworth (p. 94), one 
of the coolest “super, extra, ultra”
trailer fenders I’ve ever seen on
Hoffman’s Hotrod (p. 134), and a
personal favourite, Bob and Shelley
Brinker’s homage to the Pirates of
the Caribbean and their late daugh-
ter,Amie (p.176-78).

The book shows there’s no limit to
the imagination and innovation of
truck customizers. With fuel prices
and operating costs reaching new
heights, customizing may not be in
the budget for most O/Os this year,
but Ultra-Custom Semi Trucks is the
perfect guide for dreaming big and
planning for next year. It retails for
$16.95. For more information visit
www.motorbooks.com. ■■

SHOW SPECIAL
Book Review: Ultra-Custom Semi Trucks

OIL CHANGE

INCLUDED: Water filter, oil filter & fuel
filter. Grease, Shell Rotella oil, brake
adjustment and inspection.

MAXIMUM PRICE: $249.00

$219.99Starting
From:

Brake Adjustment
$19.99

Labour
$46/hr

Clutch Adjustment
$29.99

Grease
$29.99

Brake Booster
$109.99

Booster reg. 1hr included

• Oil Change
• General Repair

731 Halpern St., Dorval, Qc. H9P 1G5 Tel: (514) 461-2206

Being honest is our #1 priority!Being honest is our #1 priority!

GARAGE

PR -LUBE

INC

866-927-8294
For more information call

Petra Voelker  

C.U.T.C.

Trucking
madeSimple

Trucking
madeSimple

• Canadian Licensing
• FMCSA (ICC Authority)
• DOT Registrations
• IFTA Registrations
• Fuel Tax Reporting
• Unified Carrier Registration
• PARS/PAPS/ACE
• Corporate Registrations
• Regulations
• IRP Registration
• Bonded Carrier Status
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By Jan Westell
WALCOTT, Iowa – The 23-year-old
Canadian truck driver was in no
rush to enter the Shell Rotella
SuperRigs competition, one of the
most prestigious truck shows of the
year, held last month.

Ryan Danylchuk was in the midst
of hauling from Winnipeg to
Newport, Indiana, and only four
hours from the Iowa show, when he
decided to make a run for it.

“I just figured ‘I know a lot of guys
from the states there. I’ll just drop by
and say hi.’ I was in the area, any-
way,” he recalls.

He arrived one day late for the
three-day show, pulling in at night.
Danylchuk decided to take his
chances, and headed straight for the
truck wash.

He stayed up all night, polishing
his outlaw-style 2001 Peterbilt 379
until sunrise. The dark plum truck,
with orange metallic fenders, had al-
ready created a buzz on the North
America truck show circuit earlier
this year, yet 

Danylchuk was not overly opti-
mistic. Just as he was about to hit the
sack the following morning, he got a
call from the show officials – that he

had won the top prize.
“That was pretty shocking, actual-

ly,”he says.“It didn’t kick in until lat-
er in the day. I was pretty excited.
I’ve never had anyone give me
$10,000 before.”

Danylchuk’s truck is long and low
to the ground, with a design that he
calls “half old-school, half new-
school.”

The colour scheme is candy plum
that appears dark at night, yet glows
bright purple under sunlight. The
fenders are bright orange during the
day, but look copper in the dark, a
stylish effect that may have ap-
pealed to the show judges.

“I think that was the big kicker,”
he says.“It’s the paint job that is the
one thing everyone likes.”

The young truck driver has been
at the wheel since he was 18, a
dream job that he aimed for since he
was a child. His father gave him the
Peterbilt when he was 15, but a
friend drove it until Danylchuk had
all the credentials. It was a family
plan that included a payment
arrangement, overseen by the patri-
arch fleet owner of E.B.D.
Enterprises, who demanded full
payment for the truck before his son

could “dress it up.”
Danylchuk credits his father’s 

mechanic, Randy Viskup, for re-
building the truck, and Derrick’s
Sandblasting and Painting, located
in Winnipeg, for the exterior trans-
formation.

“They did a lot of work on it.”
He says the interior is a throw-

back to the 1980s, and done in “but-
ton tuck.”Other exterior changes in-
clude the visor and the grille, which
the proud owner says, looks like a
bowtie, anchored by eight-inch
stacks. While the young trucker is
new to the show scene, he does un-
derstand what impresses the judges.
He won Best-in-Show at the recent
Winnipeg Truck Show, after once
again pulling in late and getting the
last spot at the end of the line on the
show route.

Before that, he won second place

at the Mid-America Trucking Show,
and Best-of-Show at Wildwood
Florida. “It’s been a pretty good
year,” he says.

Trucks entered in the annual Shell
Rotella SuperRigs competition are
judged based on exterior appear-
ance,design,detail/finish,originality,
and workmanship. The event was
held at the Iowa 80 Truck Stop locat-
ed off exit 284 of Interstate 80 
in Walcott, Iowa, from June 5-7, and
is considered the premier truck
beauty contest for actively working
trucks.O/Os from across the US and
Canada vie for cash prizes valued 
at $25,000, with the Best-in-Show
winner earning $10,000.

Additionally,12 drivers (including
Danylchuk) were selected to have
their truck featured in the 2009 Shell
Rotella SuperRigs calendar. ■■
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SHOW SPECIAL

Show stopper
Young Canadian makes an impression
at Shell Rotella SuperRigs competition

PAYOFF: Ryan Danylchuk won $10,000 and a spot in the SuperRigs calendar
when his truck won Shell’s prestigious competition.

TMTankmart International

Unit H-297 – 1987 Fruehauf 1300 cube pneumatic,
steel barrel, air ride, good overall condition. New safety
and pressure test. Call 

Unit 8178 BarBel 16,000 liter S/S sanitary 1 compartment
truck mount, stainless to the ground, very good overall 
condition, has pump.etc. $18,000. in Oakville.

Unit 8176 – 1994 Remtec 38,400L insulated aluminum
hot product quad, has air ride susp., pump off line, steam
coils, very nice alum. jacket, new safety included. Call

New 2008 Tremcar 7000 I.G. insulated DOT-407 S/S
RTAC tridem, has air ride, alum. wheels, Michelin tires.

Unit 7576 - 1985 Westank 50,000L 5 compt. MC-306
petroleum tri. Has vapour recovery, bottom loading, very
clean unit. Has recent B-620 and safety. In Oakville.

www.tankmart.com

Unit 7503 – 1996 International 4900 19,000L 
aluminum 1 compt. aircraft re-fueller. DT-466 engine, Allison
automatic, over and under wing fuelling/defuelling capacity,
low hours, excellent overall condition, new paint. Call

Unit 8168 – 2004 Tremcar 7200 USG insulated S/S 
DOT-407, double conical tandem. Very good overall condition,
excellent barrel & jacket, near mint barrel, has intransit heat,
Intraxx, alum. discs, new safety and HM-183. Call 

Unit C209 – 2002 Remtec 50,000L DOT-406 1 compt.
alum. petroleum tank, has Intraxx air ride, baffles, new
safety and B-620, excellent for ethanol, diesel, etc. 
Near mint condition. Call

New 2008 Remtec 61000L 6 compartment DOT-406 
petroleum RTAC B Train. Fully loaded. Call for specs and pricing.

New Tankcon 5400 USG, DOT-412 FRP tandem axle
chemical tank, air ride, alum. Budds. Available in June

Available

August

In Stock

New 2008 Tremcar 9000 I.G. DOT 407 insulated S/S
RTAC B Train, stainless to the ground, air ride, aluminum
wheels, etc. 

New 2008 Remtec 57,000L 6 compartment DOT-406
petroleum quad. Has all options. 

Available

September

OAKVILLE BRANCH
Call Kevin Brown, Tony Jelicic

1-800-268-1456
(905) 465-1355
Fax: 905-465-3780

MONTREAL BRANCH
Call Ron Laberge, Bob Kavanagh, 

Camille Pettinato
1-800-363-2262
(514) 323-5510

Rental Units and Service 
at both Branches

CANADA’S LARGEST TANK TRAILER DEALER – Over 200 New & Used Tank Trailers for Sale, Lease or Rent

Unit 7769 – Westank 60,000L 6 compt. MC-306, 
aluminum petroleum R-TAC B train, has new safety and 
B-620, ready to go. Call

Feature Unit of the Month

Available

September

Distributors for REMTEC, TREMCAR, J&L TANK INC.  SALES – SERVICE – PARTS

Unit 1052 – 2004 Tremcar 10,500 I.G. insulated S/S,
DOT-407 quad, stainless to the ground, very good condition.

Call
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MOST WANTED MILES! 
When we asked our customers what they wanted the most from their tires, the number one answer

was miles. More miles. We are proud to introduce the new Michelin® XDA®5T highway drive tire. It will
become the MOST WANTED drive tire because it delivers mores miles, 30% more miles guaranteed*.

Delivering more miles and more value is a better way forward.

* For details of the mileage guarantee, contact your Michelin® representative or an authorized Michelin® dealer.
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Truck News/Chevron Charity
Golf Event a Huge Success!

Truck News and Chevron would like to thank everyone who
participated in our 3rd annual charity golf event at Wooden
Sticks on June 17th. Once again, thanks to our friends in the
industry, our event was sold out! This year, we raised more
than $8,000 for the Canadian Centre for Abuse Awareness,
an organization established to assist those affected by
abuse, to educate the public and to lobby government to 
enact legislation to protect people from abuse.

Although the rain stopped and started all day, a good time
was had by all. A special thanks goes out to our generous
sponsors and prize donors. We couldn't have done it without
you. See you next year!

3rd Annual 

Our generous sponsors:

Golf Spread 2008  7/10/08  11:18 AM  Page 1
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By Jan Westell
LEAMINGTON, Ont. – Ron Saris
can’t help but sound melancholy
when he talks about his former
Kenworth W900L truck, which he
recently sold to a persistent dealer
from France.

He was displaying the purple
truck and stainless steel trailer last
November in Las Vegas, with no in-
tention of selling. That was before
he was approached by three visi-
tors who had been taking great in-
terest in his modified rig.

“They were from France, and
they were taking pictures and
wanted to look at it,” he says.“They
couldn’t speak very good English,
but it turns out the one guy owned
a (truck importing) company in
France, and he wanted to buy it.”

Despite much reluctance from
Saris, a deal was eventually struck
with Yvan Gaillard of American
Trucks which is located at Issoire,
near Clermont-Ferrand (which is
near Lyon). The truck was shipped
across the Atlantic, at a cost of
$17,000. It arrived at Le Havre Port
a few months ago. It is now part of
the inventory of a small, family im-
port company which sells used
American vehicles of the larger va-
riety, such as Kenworth trucks,
Hummers and GMC vehicles.

Despite the diverse collection that
is displayed on the lot, the compa-
ny has developed a reputation for
featuring the Kenworth brand.

“In 2002 we imported the first
T2000 in France, and this year we
have sold many used Kenworths –
more than a hundred, and mostly
T2000s which was brand new in
France,” says the owner’s wife,
Christel Gaillard via e-mail, who

adds the flamboyant truck is caus-
ing quite a stir.

“Currently, everybody talks
about this truck in France, which is
really a revolution, as it is a very
special truck.”

Before he sold the truck, Saris
won a bounty of awards for the
purple Kenworth, including recog-
nition for the 320 lights displayed
on it. Even more significant, Saris

earned a prominent tribute at a
show that ultimately chose his ve-
hicle as one of 12 feature trucks
that were selected for the 2005
Shell Rotella SuperRigs calendar.

“You can (easily) win in the show
classes of that show, but getting on
the calendar, that’s pretty much the
hardest thing to do. That’s a real
tough thing to accomplish,” says
Saris with pride, who subsequently
describes his truck in loving detail:
“There’s a long wheelbase. It had
the big exhaust on it – all the lights;
stainless trailer (2003 Great Dane
XLT). Everything was painted to
match, I could go on and on,” he
says. “The interior was completely
redone. It was a gray leather and
diamond pattern interior, with all
kinds of mirror finish stainless
(steel). All the closet doors were
done in a mirror finish. The engine
was painted white and it was all
chrome.”

The truck also had: dual CB ra-
dios; a 48-inch chrome shifter, a
self-installed sunroof; a chrome
steering wheel column; a chrome
and leather steering wheel; and
plenty of other chrome that made
it a fixture on the North American
Show’n’Shine tour. Under the
hood is a 14-litre Series 60 Detroit.

The rig formerly made regular
runs to Florida, Texas, Arizona and
California. But it won’t be hauling
in France, since that country’s road
length regulations prohibit any ve-
hicle over 16.5 metres. According
to Gaillard, the Kenworth’s length
is 23.50 metres (with trailer).

The France-based used truck
dealership may consider selling the
Kenworth eventually, and Gaillard
expects it will likely go to a foreign
buyer from Spain, Belgium or
England – countries where vehicle
lengths are less restrictive.
However, for the time being the
French company appreciates the
truck’s promotional value.

“Currently, we don’t want to sell
it, as it is a very nice ‘business
card,’” she says.

Meanwhile, back in Windsor,
Saris has purchased another
Kenworth, which he plans to trans-
form for show purposes. However,
he finds that his thoughts often
drift back to that former rig.

“I can’t not think about it,” he
admits. “Since I’m onto another
project, it’s not as bad,” he adds
with little conviction.

Saris is looking forward to re-
ceiving a photo of the purple show
truck in front of the Eiffel Tower,
which he has been assured will be
sent to him via the Gaillard’s. He
has also been invited to France to
witness the notoriety of the truck,
which he plans to do next fall. ■■
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SHOW SPECIAL

A Canadian show truck in France
Unique Canadian truck creates a stir across the pond

CULTURED TRUCK: This Kenworth W900L is now being showcased in France,
where it’s creating a lot of interest. Photo by Mark Gagnier

LIGHT SHOW: The truck is decked
out with more than 320 lights.

Photo by Mark Gagnier

CHATHAM – Jim Eldridge & Murray Campbell - 877-995-5999

WINDSOR – Keith Campbell - (519) 737-9062

LONDON – Parts Only: - (519) 652-6526

KITCHENER – Larry Pellizzari & Bryan Watson - 800-265-8274

BRANTFORD – Joe Ralph - (519) 717-0814

TORONTO & – Scott Mann - (905) 244-1880
EASTERN ONT. Visit our website at: www.transittrailer.com

are protected with Zinc Rich Primer 
and Dupont Imron Paint

“LIMITED EDITION”
Polished finish with 

25th  Anniversary Signage

Check our web site 
www.transittrailer.com

for our Complete Used Trailer Listings

Heavy Equipment Specialist

Authorized Dealer for:

TRAILERS...
The Industries Best...

- 48' x 102" Aluminum Platform Trailer
- Revolver plastic on coupler plate
- Intraax 25K air ride tandem fixed suspension with a 121"
- Air Weight Scale
- Bendix Anti-Roll System
- Hendrickson Tire Inflation System 
- Peterson Clear LED Lights (25) side clearance lights

per side, (3) tail/stop/signal lights in each rear corner,
(3) clearance lights in the center rear and (5) bottom
clearance lights centre 

- Sliding aluminum winch track mounted roadside
- (12) sliding winches and straps
- (20) moveable/removable tie downs 
- Double pipe spools
- Coil package – intermediate crossmembers 

between the existing crossmembers between the 
main rails for approximately 11'0"

- (2) aluminum tool boxes – 24" x 24" x 60" with 
Stainless Steel swing doors

- 7 wire with extra 7 wire ISO receptacle on sill
- Wheel Nut Covers
- Michelin XZE – 11 R 22.5 w/aluminum wheels

(1) 2008 STARGATE FIVE AXLE DUMP
47'6" box/49' frame, Tridem 60" spreads, Steerable lifts to front and rear,
UHMW plastic floor and 24" up sides, greasing system.

(5) 40' 2008 TIMPTE TANDEM 
& TRIDEM GRAIN HOPPERS

Spring Ride and Air Ride, 
Shur-Lock Side Roll Tarps.

(3) 48' 2009 
LODE KING 
QUAD AXLE 

GRAIN HOPPERS

Tridem Air Ride with Steerable 
Lift ahead, Michael's Side Roll Tarp.
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Finally, summer is well underway!
Unfortunately, that means that the
buzz of pesky mosquitoes isn’t far
behind. What can you do to keep
them away?

First of all, if possible, stay in-
doors at dusk, dawn and after 
a rain because they’re peak 
times for mosquito activity. Then,
make yourself mosquito-unfriend-
ly. Have you ever been sitting out-
side by a bonfire with a group of
people and found that a few 
people were getting eaten alive,
while others weren’t bothered by
mosquitoes at all? That’s because 
mosquitoes are selective on who
they’ll bite.You can make yourself
less appealing to them.

Because they search for victims
by smell (carbon dioxide and
sweat), control your own. The af-
tershave, perfume or scented de-
odorant that makes you smell
good to your mates may also make
you smell good to a mosquito.
Trade that perfumed scent for a
bug repellent.

The next three factors may be
more challenging to adjust.
Mosquitoes are very attracted to
overweight people, men and those
with Type O blood.

Even so, following these cloth-
ing suggestions should still protect
you.Wear light colours, since mos-
quitoes prefer hot bodies (dark
clothing attracts heat). Keep mos-
quitoes off your skin by wearing
socks, long pants (you may want to

even tuck them into your socks),
and long-sleeved shirts made of
tightly-woven materials. Wear a
full-brimmed hat to protect your
head and neck or a baseball cap
with a fold-out flap to protect the
back of your neck.

At home, take charge of the en-
vironment and cut down the mos-
quito population. Don’t let warm
water sit around because that’s
where mosquitoes lay their eggs.
Frequently change the water in
your bird bath. Use an electronic
insect zapper. Burn citronella-
scented candles. Replace regular
outdoor lights with yellow bug
lights. Put up houses that attract
birds and mammals that eat mos-
quitoes, like purple martins and
bats. Make sure all your windows
and doors have effective screens.
Keep grass cut short and shrub-
bery trimmed.

On the road, even though you
have less control of your environ-
ment, you can still protect your-
self. Avoid long grass and wooded
areas. When necessary, use insect
repellents, remembering that they
just keep the bugs away; they
don’t kill them. For safety, always

read the label to see what chemi-
cals and other ingredients they
contain. Follow the application
guidelines and keep the repellants
out of your eyes and nose.

Some common bug repellents
contain DEET. DEET has been
the most popular choice in the US
for a long time. If you apply a 10%
concentration to your skin and
clothing, you’ll be protected for
about two hours. Up to a 30% con-
centration is acceptable, but keep
in mind that DEET can be toxic. If
you get it on your hands, don’t eat
or put your hands in your mouth.
DEET should not be used on
young children.

Another common repellant is
Picaridin. It works like DEET, but
is odourless, so it’s a good choice
for people who are bothered by
smells.

A plant-based chemical, oil of
lemon eucalyptus, offers a protec-
tion similar to low concentrations
of DEET, but is not recommended
for children under three. Oil of
geranium, cedar, lemon grass, soy,
or citronella also works fairly well,
but only for a short period of time.

Even after taking these precau-
tions, you may end up with a few
bites. A typical mosquito bite usu-
ally starts out as soft, pale bump
that turns red over time.

The itchy spot can take up to
two days to show up and may last
up to 10 days. How should you
take care of it?

First of all, don’t scratch. You
may develop an infection or im-
petigo. Although this is easier said

than done, instead, rub on hydro-
cortisone cream (0.5% or 1%),
calamine lotion or a baking soda
paste until the itch goes away.
Make the baking soda paste by
mixing three teaspoons of baking
soda with one teaspoon of water.
Toothpaste or emu oil can also 
reduce the itch and swelling. Or,
use a cold pack.

For really bad bites, consider
oral antihistamines, or an anti-
histamine containing diphenhy-
dramine (Benadryl, Tylenol
Severe Allergy), chlorpheni-
ramine maleate (Chlor-Trimeton,
Actifed) or loratadine (Claritin).

If you get hives, wheezing, or
swelling in the throat, you should
get medical help immediately.

Although it’s fairly rare, mos-
quitoes may occasionally carry 
serious diseases, like West Nile
fever, yellow fever, malaria,
dengue or encephalitis. They have
these symptoms: fever, severe
headache, body aches, nausea,
vomiting, swollen glands, jaundice,
a rash, lethargy, confusion or sen-
sitivity to light. If you get any of
them after being bitten by a 
mosquito, see a doctor immediate-
ly. Prompt diagnosis and treat-
ment are important.

This summer, make mosquitoes
buzz off! Don’t let them take a
bite out of your summer fun. ■■
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HEALTH

Karen 
Bowen

Preventive 
Maintenance

The buzz about mosquitoes

– Karen Bowen is a professional
health and nutrition consultant and
she can be reached by e-mail at
karen_bowen@yahoo.com.

www.currietruckcentre.com for our complete inventory

CENTURYCLASSICCOLUMBIA

Truck Sales (BARRIE) 1-800-461-5611
Glen Sage: glens@currietruckcentre.com

Parts/Service (ALLISTON)
1-866-435-1953

Mon.-Fri. 8am to 5pm
Saturday 8am to 12 noon

Parts/Service (BARRIE)
1-800-461-5611

Mon. -  Thurs. 8am to Midnight
Fri./Sat./Sun. 7am to 7pm SALES • PARTS • SERVICEPARTS • SERVICE

CLASSICCOLUMBIA CENTURY

5.99%

FINANCING*
On New In Stock Cascadias

All Units 

Priced to 

Clear!

All Units 

Priced to 

Clear!

No
Payments

for 90
Days!*

No
Payments

for 90
Days!*

2004 F/L M2-106 Eaton 6 spd., 210 hp MBE
900, 8/17.5 axles, A/R susp., 20' dry van.

2003 Navistar 8/15 axles, Allison 6 spd.
AUTOMATIC, 24' dry van.

USED
USED

* O.A.C. Call for details.

IN 
STOCKNEWM2-112VM2-112V

• SALES • SERVICE
• PARTS •

• Authorized Webasto Dealer

905-262-5852
Fax: 905-262-5977
tag.inc@bellnet.ca

1900 STANLEY AVE.
& HWY 405

Niagara Falls

• Custom A/C hoses for truck, bus
& coach

TRANSPORT REFRIGERATION
SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

ENGINE & CARGO HEATERS
SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

24 hour emergency service
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At the end of June, the Private
Motor Truck Council of Canada
held its most important event 
of the calendar – the Annual
General Meeting and Conference.
This is an educational forum that
puts the focus on the prime raison
d’etre of the Council, that being
sharing information among our
members.

The seminar agenda for the
conference was detailed in previ-
ous issues of Truck News and in
PMTC publications but in case
you missed them and were unable
to attend, it’s worth giving a brief
recap. Seminars included: Trucks
& Terrorism, an explanation of
how truck fleets can become un-
witting carriers of illicit contra-
band and how fleet operators can
protect themselves; a review of
the work of the Canadian
Trucking Human Resources
Council, in particular the newly
published Guide to Human
Resources for the Trucking
Community, a valuable tool for
fleets of all sizes; some very artic-
ulate and interesting speakers 
explaining programs their compa-

nies have undertaken to reduce
the impact their truck fleets and
logistics operations have on the
environment; and a complete ex-
planation of the technology that
engine manufacturers will be 
using to meet the 2010 emissions
standards.

This was a full day-and-a-half of
knowledge-sharing and network-
ing, and it’s difficult to imagine
anywhere else that so much infor-
mation could be obtained for such
a small investment.

Along with the educational por-
tion, attendees were treated to an
Outlook on Trucking, a recap of
recent significant events, survey
results, and a cautious look at
what the future might hold, all
presented by Lou Smyrlis and
James Menzies of this erstwhile
publication.

Along with the educational fo-
rums, we like to highlight excel-
lence and this year we had lots of
opportunity to do that.

During the annual awards
luncheon we celebrated the in-
duction into the PMTC/CPC
Logistics Hall of Fame for
Professional Drivers of three indi-
viduals with outstanding driving
records.

This year’s inductees were:
Laverne Martin of Home
Hardware Stores; George Barnes
of Huron Services Group driving
for Tona Transport; and Bruce
Wilson of Global Driver Services
driving for John Deere. (For more
details, see pg. 64).

Collectively, these three profes-
sionals have amassed over 100
years and 10 million miles of safe
driving!

And, along with their outstand-
ing safety records these gentle-
men represent a bit of an anomaly
in today’s world of trucking.

They have had the same em-
ployer for 43, 37 and 24 years re-
spectively. In an era where high
rates of driver turnover are often
an accepted cost of doing busi-
ness, these are exceptional statis-
tics.

It is refreshing to note that
there are employers who treat
their drivers so well that they
don’t want to leave, and drivers
who reciprocate that treatment
with conscientious attention to
their responsibilities.

Continuing the recognition of
excellence, PMTC awarded two
fleets with PMTC/Zurich Private
Fleet Safety Awards.

These awards are given annual-
ly to fleets that have planned and
implemented safety programs
that deliver results.

The awards recognize safety-
oriented efforts and consistency
over time, the real indicator of
success.

This year Pro Distribution
Services took home an award in
the small fleet category.

This fleet has operated for 25
years and has won this particular
award four times in the past 11
years.

David Chambers, general man-
ager, works closely with his team
to ensure that the written safety
policy and driver manuals are
kept current and adhered to for
the benefit of everyone involved

with the fleet.
Their program includes regular

safety meetings, CVOR reviews
with drivers, and a mentoring pro-
gram for all new drivers.

The result this year was a clean
CVOR, and given that much of
their travel is in the congestion of
the Greater Toronto Area where
there is plenty of opportunity 
to become involved in traffic
mishaps, this is a significant
achievement.

A second time winner in the
large fleet category was Home
Hardware Stores.

This familiar yellow fleet has
operated for 44 years and accu-
mulated over 16 million kilome-
tres in the past year, servicing
over 1,100 Home Hardware stores
across Canada.

Home Hardware was among
the first fleets to adopt the CSA’s
Carrier Safety Management
System, an extensive program that
documents all phases of a carrier’s
safety program, including the hir-
ing of drivers, their orientation to
the company, and monitoring on-
going performance.

Excellence in trucking comes in
many forms and these PMTC
awards are representative of two:
driver performance and fleet safe-
ty.

Another area of excellence that
is popular among private fleets is
the PMTC’s Vehicle Graphics
Design Awards, sponsored by 3M
Canada for the past 23 years.

The popularity of the event is
evidenced by the annual increase
in the number of entries (another
record was set this year) from all
corners of Canada.

(To view some of the winners,
see pg. 44).

If you want to know more about
these PMTC awards and the indi-
viduals and companies that help
contribute to such a vibrant indus-
try, take a moment and visit
www.pmtc.ca where you can visit
the Hall of Fame and read about
award winners in all categories.
And make sure you join us in 2009
for the best conference in the pri-
vate trucking community. ■■

Private
Links
Bruce 
Richards

– The Private Motor Truck Council
is the only national association 
dedicated to the private trucking
community. Your comments or
questions can be addressed to
trucks@pmtc.ca.
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• 24/7 Emergency Service
• Local and Long Distance Recovery throughout North America
• Heavy Wreckers (4), 40 Ton Rotator, Landoll Tilt & Load
• Wreckmaster certified

STOP
Sending your collision work 

to another shop!
At Metro Collision, our reputation is built on quality. We are proud to 
offer a comprehensive approach to the repair process. From the date 
of loss to final delivery everything is completed in-house. Easily 
accessible to one of the heaviest travelled truck routes in North
America, our 42,000 sq. ft. facility boasts the best in equipment as well

as the most qualified technicians in the industry. We are in 
total control and the proof is in the end result – 

Our reputation depends on it.

STOP
Sending your collision work 

to another shop!

Hamilton/Niagara

St. Catharines St. CatharinesSt. CatharinesHamilton/Niagara Hamilton/Niagara St. Catharines St. CatharinesHamilton/Niagara Hamilton/Niagara
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The title says it all when you talk
about “fuel prices.”

The price of fuel is growing and
doesn’t show any sign of slowing
down for some time to come, if at
all.

I know many carriers, including
ours, are having to buckle down
and do what they can to survive in
this industry.

All avenues need to be ex-
plored when it comes to reducing
fuel costs, as this will hit everyone
in some way or another – new and
veteran drivers alike.

New drivers have to learn to
walk before they can run and in
many cases I have seen the new
driver wanting to be a veteran
driver before he or she has earned
the right to do so.

This can be the start and end of
a perfectly good career if they
don’t slow down and take it one
mile at a time.

If your dispatcher assigns you a
700-mile run, you have to do mile
one before you can do mile 506.

Makes sense, right? 

Slow down and relax

In many cases the new driver is
thinking about mile 700 before he
does number 12.

This causes a ‘mindset’ change
and accidents begin to happen.
Your head needs to be in the first
mile before it can be in the second
mile.

Many new drivers start out
wanting the newest truck so they
can make it their own.

Then they want the best runs
and then the most money. It does-
n’t happen like that.

One mile at a time is required to
earn the right to take the next
mile.

My advice to anyone who is
starting out in this industry is “re-
lax” and take it “slow.”

Your 15th mile or your 222nd
mile should and will come before
you know it.

The biggest complaint I have in
this industry is the new drivers not
searching out their first mile.

This happens before you get
into a truck.

It occurs before you even get
your licence.

It occurs when you have the de-
sire to drive a truck, large or
small.

It’s when you want change from
what you have done in the past
and want to try something new.

Look for a good school that will
show you the right direction in
getting the type of carrier you

want to work for and then search
that carrier out.

So many new drivers have been
turned away at the door because
they didn’t do this research first
and it has cost them valuable time
and expense.

Find a carrier 
with ‘backbone’

Running one mile at a time also
includes finding the right carrier
for your needs and that of your
family. Including everyone in the
family is the only way to go.

It will pay huge dividends in the
future.

Find a company that has ‘back-
bone’ and says what they mean –
one that doesn’t promise you the
world and give you daisies.

Otherwise, after three weeks
you find yourself starting the
whole process over.

Make the carrier verify their an-
swers and prove that their word is
the truth.

Don’t be afraid to walk out and
say ‘No, thank-you.’ 

The only way this industry is 
going to get better is if we all take
a genuine interest in how it is
looked after.

So many drivers, old and new,
are never satisfied.You can’t have
everything your way.

There are going to be days that
don’t go your way.

Resist the urge to become a

‘bleeding heart.’ 
Do your job and do it well. You

will be remembered for what you
did and how you did it.

This approach also helps if you
have to leave a carrier and the
reason follows you when you ap-
ply for your next job.

I spoke briefly about ‘back-
bone’ and the ‘bleeding hearts’ –
also watch out for the liars, cheats
and the ‘Howdee Doodees’ of this
industry.

I know what I am talking about
because I have met them all and
they are a pain inside the industry
and a pain in your backside.

Do the right thing: search, ask
around and find out who to talk to
and who to trust.

Trust is another big area in this
industry that can be missing at
times, but there are many great
people out there who will help
you find the way.

I call them the ‘pioneers’ in
trucking and they know who they
are because they are setting the
path for future generations of
truckers to come along.

I hold the greatest respect for
all the pioneers in trucking. ■■
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OPINION

The Simple
Truth
David
Brown

–  David Brown is the recruiting
manager for the Rosedale Group.He
is also the president of Carriers
Coach Solutions.You can reach him
by visiting  www.carrierscoach.com.

Some advice for newcomers: Take it one mile at a time

• Turbo Pipes
• Extension Pipes
• Y Pipes
• Muffler Pipes

CUSTOM
MANUFACTURED OR
ALTERED CATALYTIC

MUFFLERS

Rad Coolant
pipes available in

Aluminized or
Stainless Steel

NORTH AMERICAN TOLL-FREE

1-800-461-2495
Local: (905) 578-4303

Fax: (905) 578-4318
480 GRAYS RD., HAMILTON 

E-mail: exhaustman@aaexhaust 

EXTREMELY LARGE INVENTORY!
For All Makes & Models

CHROME SYSTEMS & TOPPERS IN STOCK – 6”, 7” & 8”

www.aaexhausst.com

IN HOUSE 
MANDREL 
BENDING
1½” TO 6”

7” or 8” PETERBILT 389
CHROME EXHAUST.

DESIGNED FOR DPF TRUCKS.
IN STOCK NOW!

2007 W900L 7” AND 8”
EXHAUST FOR DPF TRUCKS

ORDER YOURS TODAY!

IN HOUSE 
MANDREL 
BENDING
1½” TO 6”

TRAILERS

The Best Always Outshines The Rest!!

®

Ontario Enquiries

John Martin

(416) 554-2078

2520 RENA ROAD, MISSISSAUGA, ON L4T 3C9 

(905) 673-3200
Quebec Enquiries

François St. Amour

(514) 355-6663

Haultec Trailers Ltd.
Manufacturer of Trailers

®

“Have Our Strength Work for You!”

www.haultec.com

The Best Always Outshines The Rest!!

See us at the
Fergus Truck

Show!

See us at the
Fergus Truck

Show!

pg 41 tn aug  7/14/08  11:05 AM  Page 41

http://www.carrierscoach.com
http://www.aaexhausst.com
http://www.haultec.com


August 2008Page 42 TRUCK NEWS

By James Menzies
COLEMAN, P.E.I. – Many work
sites pose a two-pronged safety
hazard to dump truck operators:
uneven surfaces which create 
ideal conditions for a rollover 
and high-voltage overhead wires
which can electrocute a driver if
he contacts them with the box.

Perhaps that’s why there seems
to be an increasing interest in the
concept of live bottom trailers,
which use a conveyor system to
unload material out the back of
the tub, eliminating the need to
raise the box.

Darrin Mitchell, president of
live bottom trailer manufacturer
Trout River Industries, said the
market is growing by 25% per
year. It’s being driven mostly by
safety concerns, and some tenders
are now even specifying a prefer-
ence for live bottom trailers.

In Canada, there are three man-
ufacturers of live bottom trailers.
Trout River began building the
trailers in 1999 to address growing
concerns about dump truck
rollovers.

Raglan Industries began build-
ing live bottom trailers at around
the same time, and now focuses on
more rigorous applications, such
as off-road northern mining oper-
ations. Trailers ABS, based in
Quebec, also produces the trail-
ers. In the US, the biggest player is
Red River.

However, you can trace the con-
cept back much further than the
late 90s.

“For us on PEI, it has been
around for a long time in potato
boxes,” said Mitchell. “However
the design has changed greatly in
the last 10 years. The trailer has
become much more robust to haul
big loads for a variety of applica-
tions.”

Trout River’s Mitchell said his
company first began building the
trailers for lime haulers, who were
rolling over while unloading the
wet, sticky substance.

“Live bottom trailers these days
haul just about anything,” said
Mitchell. “The most unique I’ve
seen is one customer who is using
the trailer to haul cow hides from

an abattoir to a curing facility.
They park the trailer in the build-
ing and use it as a hopper to 
unload the product onto the pro-
cessing conveyors.”

In Trout River’s case, the trail-
ers are designed mostly for 
aggregate products six inches in
diameter or smaller. Raglan’s
heavier-duty offerings are better
suited for larger rocks and boul-
ders.

The concept has gained atten-
tion right across Canada.They are
being used on Olympic-related
construction work on the West
Coast; in the Alberta tar sands; in
northern Ontario mines; and to
haul gypsum in Newfoundland.
You may also have seen them at
work along Hwy. 401 over the past
couple years, where they were 
being used to lay asphalt.

“They would arrive on the site,
trip the tailgate, engage the con-
veyor and keep driving while they
unloaded,” explained Mitchell,
who spent some time observing
his trailers at work along a stretch
of 401 between Windsor and
London. “They did this all day
long while the grader leveled it
out.”

Various attachments are avail-
able which help control the un-
loading.

“With all the attachments you
can put on the rear to make them
more versatile, it’s come to the
point where your imagination is
the only thing that limits what you
can do with them,” said John
Michel, president of Raglan
Industries.

A shouldering attachment, for
instance, can spread the material
to the side, along the shoulder of a
road. A spreader attachment on
the other hand can more accu-
rately control the dispersal of the
material, allowing for a smooth
layer of gravel to be applied be-
hind the trailer.

Naturally, the added complexity
of the trailers does require addi-
tional maintenance.

“Any time you have a unit with
more moving parts, maintenance
becomes more of an issue,” admit-
ted Michel. “You have your

TRAILERS

OUT THE BACK: Uneven terrain such as this is ideal for live bottom trailers,
which don’t require the driver to raise the box and risk a rollover.

Stayin’ A-live
Safety benefits drive increased
interest in live bottom trailers

Mobile
Units!

• Transmissions
• Brakes systems
• Oil change and lube
• Clutch
• Suspension
• Differentials
• Electrical systems
• Electronic diagnostics

and a lot more!

VAUDREUIL-DORION

Mobile
Units!

LAVAL
539 MONTÉE ST-FRANÇOIS

H7C 2S8

Tel: 450-664-7566

Fast repair

and satisfaction

guaranteed!

NEWNEW

VAUDREUIL-DORION
975 VALOIS

J7J 7V7

Tel: 450-455-2578

QUEBECQUEBEC
6205 Wilfrid-Hamel West

J2E 5G8

Tel: 418-877-4192

BOUCHERVILLEBOUCHERVILLE
1250, rue Volta

J4B 6G6
Tel: 450-645-0404

DORVALDORVAL
10365, ave Ryan

H9P 1A2

Tel: 514-631-0963
Fax: 514-631-6658

TRUCK/TRAILER REPAIR AND MAINTENANCETRUCK/TRAILER REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE

tmstruckmasters.comtmstruckmasters.com

DRIVING FOR PROFIT SEMINAR SERIES

FEATURING:

Mark Seymour

President, Kriska 
Holdings Ltd.

Also featuring:

“Managing in 
recessionary 
times” presented 
by Len Anderson, 
Partner, KPMG 
Enterprise.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Powered by Selectrucks of Canada

“Protecting your 
Investment”
Taking action now to drive future profits

• Thursday, August 21, 2008

Kingston, Ontario

• Invest only $49 to Drive Your Profit

• Register at www.drivingforprofit.com

• Or call 1-800-265-1657
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sprocket chain, belt, motor, gear-
boxes and valves and all those 
require attention. Like anything,
it’s as good as the weakest link.”

Trout River’s Mitchell said “We
have specifically designed the
trailer to have off-the-shelf parts
when the time comes for mainte-
nance. You don’t have to wait six
weeks to order a special part.”

He said maintenance is pretty
straight-forward on his company’s
conveyor systems.

“All we ask from our operators
besides regular maintenance is
that they oil the conveyor chain
on a regular basis and they don’t
drop boulders in the trailer,” he
said.

Live bottom trailers are natu-
rally heavier than traditional
dump bodies. However, Mitchell
said customers in Ontario are still
hauling payloads of up to 39.5
tonnes on a four-axle trailer.

Extreme weather does pose
some issues, but most of them
have been resolved, Mitchell said.
If it’s -30 C, customers will some-
times put a liner in the tub.

The clip-in liners are being used
in Fort McMurray, Alta. and also
in James Bay.

Michel said Raglan has ad-
dressed cold weather challenges
by widening the belt so it’s less
likely to freeze up.A conventional
belt would be as narrow as 32-
inches, he said, noting Raglan’s
trailers have belts up to seven feet
in width.

The ability to operate problem-
free in the winter allows cus-
tomers to run year-round – well
beyond road building season.

“In the summer, the trailer
hauls asphalt, in the spring it hauls
fertilizer, in the fall it hauls top
soil to septic beds and in the win-
ter it fills up salt and sand domes,”
explained Mitchell.

That versatility is allowing cus-
tomers to justify the higher pur-
chase price, which could be as
much as $15,000 more than a 
traditional dump trailer, accord-
ing to Raglan’s Michel.

Manufacturers expect to see in-
terest in live bottom trailers con-
tinue to increase, given the safety
benefits as well as the ever-in-
creasing versatility of the trailers.

“In ’99, there was a presence. In
2000-2004 there was a really mas-
sive change,” recalled Michel.
“You see people somewhat
doubtful, then accepting them and
next thing you know they’re buy-
ing them. They’re not quite as
popular as the dump trailers, but
they’re getting there.” ■■
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VERSATILE: Live bottom trailers are
more appealing today because of
their versatility. A wide range of 
attachments have allowed them to be
used in more applications.

Full Frame & Axle StraighteningFull Frame & Axle Straightening

7405 Kimbel Street, 
Mississauga, Ontario L4T 3M6

905-671-3647 • 1-888-641-2166
FAX: 905-671-3650

• Painting  
• Fiberglass  
• 22,000 sq. ft. shop  
• 2 Downdraft Paint Booths
• Full Collision Service  
• Towing & Flat Service

SERVICES:

The Auto and Truck Body Repair
Specialists for more than 18 Years
The Auto and Truck Body Repair

Specialists for more than 18 Years

www.coupautobody.ca email: coupautorepair@on.aibn.com
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• We Offer Full Maintenance Lease
Packages for worry free operation

• Standard & Heavy Duty Single Axles 
and Tandem Axle Trucks In Stock

• Dedicated Truck Repair Facility 
• Fully stocked Parts Warehouse
• Mobile Repair Vehicles for Services 

& Repairs
• 5 Locations across Ontario
• Large Rental Fleet
• Good selection of Used Trucks available

SALES   SERVICE   LEASING    RENTALS1-888-G L A S V A N
www.glasvangreatdane.com

YOUR ONE-STOP SHUNT TRUCK DEALER

pg 42-43 tn aug  7/11/08  10:00 AM  Page 43

http://www.coupautobody.ca
mailto:coupautorepair@on.aibn.com
http://www.glasvangreatdane.com


August 2008Page 44 TRUCK NEWS

Best fleet graphics rewarded by PMTC
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, Ont. – The Private Motor Truck Council of
Canada (PMTC) and 3M Canada celebrated some of the most eye-catching
truck and trailer graphics at the annual PMTC conference in late June.

It’s the 23rd year the annual awards, which are open to all private and
for-hire carriers, have been held. The awards presentation is always a
highlight of the PMTC conference.

Prizes were presented to the winners in seven categories: Tractor
Trailer Combination; Straight Truck; Special Events/Promotion; Night-
Time Safety, Light-Duty Commercial Truck; Human Interest and
Identity Fleet Graphics.

Here are the winners (with the graphic house in brackets):
Tractor-Trailer Combination: Meyers Transport (Turbo Images); Dairy

Farmers of Ontario (Toronto Digital Imaging); and an honourable mention
to Buckley Cartage.

Straight Truck: Cardinal Kitchens (International Name Plate); Weston
Bakeries (Turbo); an honourable mention for Sleeman Breweries.

Special Events/Promotion: T.O.B. Enterprises (All Graphic Supplies);
Hbc Logistics (National Graphic Solutions); an honourable mention to
Segal Communications.

Night-Time Safety: Molson Canada (TDI); 4Refuel Canada (Chroma
Studios); honourable mention to Thomson Terminals.

Light-Duty Commercial Truck: Magtec Products (Turbo); Bare (Twin
City Graphics); honourable mention to Taylors Recycled Plastic.

Identity Fleet Graphics: 4Refuel Canada (Chroma); Bruce R. Smith
(Turbo); honourable mention to Molson.

Human Interest: Waste Management (Twin City); the City of Cambridge
(Speedpro Imaging TGT); honourable mention to the Canadian Trucking
Alliance. ■■

STRAIGHT TRUCK

GRAPHICS

TRACTOR-TRAILER COMBINATION

SPECIAL EVENTS/PROMOTION NIGHT-TIME SAFETY

IDENTITY FLEET

HUMAN INTEREST

LIGHT-DUTY

www.hal lmarkins .com

Steve Thomas, Team Leader, The Hallmark Group, 1.800.492.4070 ext. 243,  sthomas@hallmarkins.com

Ask us about

Accounts Receivable

Coverage to 

Increase Working

Capital

trucknews.com
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Advances in
digital imaging
keep costs down
MISSAUSAUGA, Ont. – The art of
vehicle decals has come a long way
in the past few decades, since the
graphic industry first introduced
stock designs like racing stripes,
body accents, and hood and wind-
shield decals.The industry now relies
on digital imaging printing, a con-
venient process that allows the mar-
keting team to design an exclusive
graphic on a computer, then send
that initial design to the customer
for approval or tweaking and finally,
have the product reproduced on a
wide-format graphics printer,before
installation on a vehicle.

According to Esther Morissette,
the vice-president of marketing and
public relations for Turbo Images,
digitally printed graphics are gaining
popularity due to the fact that this
process provides vibrant, high-reso-
lution, realistic images that are es-
sential to effectively promote the
name and the brand identity of com-
panies, onto moving vehicles such as
semi-trailers and trucks, turning
them into mobile billboards.

“In today’s world, consumers and
clients have a wider range of media
options,making it extremely difficult
for many companies’ advertise-
ments to reach the targeted mar-
kets,”she says.“Mobile advertising is
the perfect way to get the message
out, on the streets, and to the con-
sumers/clients.”

Aside from digital imaging, adds
Morisssette, the Neon Graphik
Concept, which is exclusive to Turbo
Images, provides a safety feature
with its highly reflective characteris-
tics, as well as an added value for 
advertising, since the graphics are
visible at night.

Toronto Digital Imaging (TDI)
has also enjoyed the growth in digi-
tal imaging, as a result of the 
advancement in technology, which
has allowed the design process to
become more creative, with design
options that are available on a more
competitive platform, according to
TDI account executive,Eddie Weiss.

“As technology grew, so did the
image quality improve, the durabili-
ty, and the pricing,” he says.

About 20 years ago, the price for
full-wrap or even vinyl decal prints,
was considered prohibitive for
smaller fleets. But like cell phones
and other electronics, those prices
have dropped in recent years.

“With the advent of digital tech-
nology, it has allowed smaller fleets
to take advantage of advertising op-
tions,” says Weiss.

When he’s driving down the high-
way, Weiss can’t avoid viewing vari-
ous truck and trailer combinations.
Whenever he sees a blank trailer,
without a printed display promoting
the company or fleet’s product, he
wonders about the lost opportunity
and the lack of advertising potential,
such as a full wrap, or a smaller vinyl
decal. Weiss also admires the trailer
graphics that stand out above the
pack. He is particularly fond of one
oversized design:a brilliant image of
a husked corn cob, an image so real-
istic that whets his appetite.

“You really want to have a corn
roast.” ■■

SARNIA TRUCK
CENTRE

402 MCGREGOR RD. AT HWY 40
SARNIA ON.

(519) 337-2613
Rob Delion

Cell: (519) 312-5332

SALES DEPT.
HOURS

• 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM Monday
thru Friday

• Saturdays & After Hours
by Appointment

Doug Wardle
(519) 319-9597

Jose Quezada
“Habla Espanol”

(519) 697-2169

Contact Elaine
@  Ext. 232

for Your
Financing Options

LONDON
4049 Eastgate Cres., London, ON

(519) 652-2100
Fax: (519) 652-0990

FLEET MAINTENANCE LTD.
GERRY’S TRUCK CENTRE
www.gerrystrucks.com

VOLVO VHD84B
“DUMP TRUCK CHASSIS”

VOLVO D13 – 405 H.P., EATON 8LL TRANS., 20, 20 & 46
AXLES, 60" HENDRICKSON SUSP., 254" WB – SUITS UP TO
21' BODY, STORMY GREY METALLIC.

NEW VOLVO VNL 670
VOLVO D13 – 485 H.P., VOLVO I-SHIFT AUTO TRANS. OR 
13 SPEED, 12.5 & 40 AXLES,ALL ALUM.WHEELS, FULL O/O
PACKAGE, RED OR GREY IN COLOUR.

NEW VOLVO VNL 780
VOLVO D13 – 485 H.P. ENGINE, ENGINE BRAKE, I-SHIFT
OR 13 SPEED TRANSMISSION, 13.2 & 40 AXLES, 3.55,
230" WB, VOLVO LINK SATELLITE COMMUNICATION,
SILVER OR RED.

c/w
20,000 LB.
LIFT-AXLE

VOLVO D16 550 H.P., I-TORQUE 1850 LB-FT. ENGINE, VOLVO 
I-SHIFT AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, 13.2 AND 40 AXLES,
3.42 AXLE RATIO, FULL LOCKING DIFFS., 244" W/B, (2) 150
FUEL TANKS, STAINLESS PACKAGE, LEATHER AND MUCH
MORE, (1) TEAL, (1) BLUE UNIT & (1) CHAMPAGNE IN STOCK.

NEW VOLVO VNL 730’S
CUMMINS ISX 500 H.P.,13 SPD. & VOLVO VED-13 – 485 H.P.
ENGINES, VOLVO I-SHIFT TRANS., DUAL EXHAUST, 13.2 & 40
AXLES, 3.70, 236" WB, (2) 150 GAL. TANKS, WORK STATION.

CHOICE OF COLOURS!

VOLVO
I-SHIFT!

THE “ALL NEW”
VOLVO VT64T-830

77" MID-ROOF
SLEEPER

VOLVO
I-SHIFT!

VOLVO
I-SHIFT!
VOLVO

I-SHIFT!UP TO
$7500 SAVINGS
ON SELECTED IN
STOCK MODELS!

NEW VOLVO VNL630 
HEAVY HAULER

CUMMINS ISX 500 H.P. 18 SPEED TRANSMISSION,
14.6 & 46 AXLES, 236" WHEELBASE, FULL LOCKING
DIFFS. RED IN COLOUR.

UP TO
$7500 SAVINGS
ON SELECTED IN
STOCK MODELS!

CANADA INC.
6920 Pacific Circle
Mississauga, Ontario L5T 1N8

www.paicanada.com

Differentials

Overhaul Kits 
& Components
• MACK

• EATON

• ROCKWELL

Transmission Engine Kits
& Components

To Order Call: 1-800-567-5916 • Fax: (905) 795-0699

Overhaul Kits & Components

• MACK
• FULLER

MACK • 2 Valve Heads
• 4 Valve heads
• Camshafts
• Crankshafts

DETROIT DIESEL • Crankshafts

NAVISTAR • Crankshafts

• Engine Components

CUMMINS • Crankshafts
• Engine Components

CATERPILLAR • Crankshafts

QUALITY SERVICE PARTS
FOR

MACK • EATON • FULLER • CUMMINS • 
ROCKWELL • NAVISTAR
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Our 2nd location is 
now open at 

31 Garnet Road,
Brantford, ON

Jim Neeve 519-750-0055

905-561-6110    1-800-207-5568
- RICK GUAGLIANO - DAN KOWALYSHYN - FRANK VANBRUINESSEN 

- JIM NEEVE - LEIGH PINDER
2333 Barton Street East, Hamilton, Ont. L8E 2W8 • Fax: 905-573-9663

www.metrofreightliner.com

WE HAVE A GREAT SELECTION OF QUALITY USED TRUCKS IN STOCK.

2008 CASCADIA
DDC Series 60, FULLY LOADED!

2008 CORONADO
475 H.P. Cat, FULLY LOADED!

2008 CLASSICS 
MBE & DDC powered, FULLY LOADED!

CLEAROUT PRICING ON ALL REMAINING 2008 MODELS!CLEAROUT PRICING

NO PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS ON ALL IN STOCK 2008 MODELS.
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Although I’m still slogging my way
through the Transport Canada
studies on the implications of
mandatory speed limiters, I have
yet to read a single compelling ar-
gument for any jurisdiction go
down the road of mandating speed
limiters. Indeed, the long-awaited
studies suggest there are as many
risks associated with speed lim-
iters as benefits.

Transport Canada made the six
studies public late in the afternoon
on Friday, July 4; it’s the oldest
trick in the media relations play-
book – release the bad news when
nobody’s looking.

The feds, under fire for failing to
come up with a workable national
framework for climate change, al-
luded to possible environmental
gains claimed by one study and
took the opportunity to encourage
provinces to get on-board and 
support a “national approach” to
greenhouse gas reduction.

Interestingly, the press release
accompanying the unveiling of the
studies mentioned only potential
environmental gains.

Transport Minister Lawrence
Cannon’s announcement con-
tained not a word about the now-
quantified safety risks or the diffi-
culties and expense likely to be
incurred enforcing the law.

The studies bear out what we’ve
been saying all along: there is no
evidence to show that safety is
well-served by government-man-

dated speed limiters, and indeed,
safety can be compromised in a
number of situations; there are sig-
nificant issues with tampering,
trade, and competitiveness; en-
forcement costs are high and 
relatively ineffective; and truck 
and engine manufacturers are 
cautioning against government in-
terference.

In fact – and one of the studies
says as much – the only real bene-
factors of mandatory speed lim-
iters are the fleets.

They gain, according to a study
called Learning from Others: An
International Study on Heavy
Truck Speed Limiters, from 3-11%
lower fuel consumption, lower
maintenance costs (tires, brakes,
engine), and on reduced insurance
premiums.

That bit comes from an assess-
ment done by the European
Commission.

I’m not sure when fleet prof-
itability became a government pri-
ority, but it seems that Transport
Canada and the Ministries of
Transport in Quebec and Ontario
have given themselves a new man-
date.

INDUSTRY

Voice of 
the O/O

Joanne
Ritchie

Hate to say we told you so

THE TRUCK STOPS HERE! ™

1-800-401-9138
Fax: 1-888-795-2258

info@statesideconsulting.com

Starting Your Own
Trucking Business?

Start with Stateside!
It normally takes 17 business days to complete the

process but if you need to be up and running sooner 
WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN 

IN JUST 72 HOURS!

With over 30 years experience in the Transportation & Insurance Industry!

6705 Tomken Rd., Suite 219
Mississauga, ON L5T 2J6Wayne Noftle

Call for a FREE consultation

We will provide all the original documents that must be kept in your vehicle 
to guarantee full Legal Compliance with FMCSA, USDOT, & MTO.

STATESIDE IS “YOUR ONE STOP SHOP!TM ”

www.statesideconsulting.com

■ U.S. & CANADIAN AUTHORITIES 
(Full Compliance throughout 
North America)

■ ACE PROCESSING CENTRE
(24/7 & Lightning Fast)

■ C-TPAT 
(If you don't join you’ll be left behind!!)

■ INCORPORATIONS 
(No fees when applying for Full Authorities)

■ IRP & IFTA REGISTRATION
(Usually within 1 day)

■ FDA – FEDERAL DRUG ADMIN.
(Immediate registration)

■ BONDED CARRIER STATUS 
(Canada, U.S. & Post Audit) 

■ R-PERMITS – DIVISIBLE LOADS
(Gross 117,000 lbs.in New York State)

■ FACTORING
(No Set Up Fees & No Recourse)

■ FUEL TAX & LOG BOOK AUDITING
(Includes NY, KY, NM & OR Road Tax)

289 Maclean Avenue,
Hartland, New Brunswick  E7P 2K7

(506) 375-4412
Fax: (506) 375-4853

Inquire by e-mail at pcook@valleyequipment.ca

After hours contact:
Warren: (506) 392-7120
Brian: (506) 479-0182

NEW & USED TRUCKS & TRAILERS AVAILABLE

THE MARITIMES’ OLDEST AUTHORIZED UTILITY DEALER

Valley Equipment Ltd.

LARGE STOCK OF
2008 REEFERS!
PRICED TO SELL!
HUGE FACTORY

DISCOUNTS!

Check out our NEW Website & our 
complete truck & trailer inventory

www.valleyequip.ca

Sales • Parts • Service • Warranty

★ 2 – 2007 Western Star EX’s or FA’s Left in stock, Pre-EPA, Det. 515 HP,
13 speed, 82" Ultra high Stratoshere. Owner Operator specs:  $108,000

★ 11 – 2008 Western Star FA’s Cat 475 HP, 13 speeds, 12 & 40 axles, 68" High
roof Stratosphere sleeper, Lots of Chrome, Owner Operator specs: $118,000

905-795-9009
6771 Columbus Rd.

Unit #7
Mississauga, ON  L5T 2J9

4 Hour Drive-in Service (Most Models)

• New & Rebuilt Radiators 
• Air Charge Coolers 

• A/C Condensers

1-800-741-9365

PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY 

ANYWHERE!
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Shipping Across Ontario & Canada
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• AC lines made while you wait
• Safety Inspections • Oil Changes
• HRAC and Webasto Certified Technicians
• Computerized Engine Diagnostics and Repairs
• Mechanical, Electrical and Electronic Repairs

www.pksthermodiesel.ca    sales@pksthermodiesel.ca   fax: 905-949-2801

Stop Idling Start Saving • Stop Idling Start Saving • Stop Idling Start Saving

1100 Haultain Crt. Mississauga ON  L4W 2T1  In the Kingsway/Cabano Yard

PKS
HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

(905) 949-2800

Parts • Sales • Service

BlueCool

EASY
FINANCING
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The safety implications must 
remain first and foremost in this
discussion. Originally, safety was
touted as one of the benefits of re-
stricting truck speed to 105 km/h.
Transport Canada contracted the
University of Waterloo to conduct
a computer-based traffic modeling
study, called Safety Implications of
Mandated Truck Speed Limiters on
Canadian Highways. Using real-
world data to create a model of
how traffic moves along a section
of highway, technicians modified
the simulated speeds of certain 
vehicles within the flow of traffic
to show what impact speed-limited
trucks would have on the potential
risk of a collision.

The results showed limiting
truck speeds to 105 km/h had a
positive impact on safety on
straight, rural stretches of divided
highway – Ontario’s Hwy. 401 be-
tween Port Hope and Brockville,
for example.

But as traffic volumes and the
percentage of trucks within the
traffic flow are increased, “the
safety gains associated with
mandatory limiters set at 105 km/h
become less pronounced.”

And in tighter quarters, such as
busy sections of the QEW, as traf-
fic volume nears capacity (2,000
vehicles per hour per lane), “more
vehicle interactions take place and
this leads to a reduction in safety
especially for those segments with
increased merging and lane-
change activity, such as, on- and
off-ramp segments. In these in-
stances the introduction of truck
speed limiters can actually reduce
the level of safety when compared
to the non-limiter case.”

Of greater concern, because of
the large number of rural non-
divided highways in Canada – such
as most of the Trans-Canada in the
west, and on Ontario’s Highways
11 and 17 – the study says that 
“implementation of mandatory
speed limiters on rural two-lane
highways may lead to an increase
of passing maneuvers onto the op-
posing traffic lane. The possibility
for increased unsafe passing 
maneuvers poses special safety
challenges where trucks are sub-
ject to a maximum speed set by
limiters for two-lane undivided 
rural highways.”

While the authors of that study
recommend further examination
before any definitive conclusions
can be drawn, Ontario’s own safe-
ty statistics show that 85% of
car/truck collisions in the province
take place on those types of high-
ways.

These findings are also consis-
tent with experience in the United
Kingdom and Sweden, as reported
in the international study.

The study notes that overseas
officials are concerned with speed-
limited trucks passing each other
on divided highways and causing
traffic backlogs.

Other road safety issues identi-
fied in the U.K. include convoys of
trucks blocking the on- and off-
ramps on highways. Under U.K.
law, all speed-limited trucks are
relegated to the inside lanes on
highways of three or more lanes.

For my money, that should be
enough to halt this foolishness in
its tracks. If one life is put at risk

by this policy, it’s one life too
many.

And so we’re left with the envi-
ronmental benefits of good speed
management, which seems to be
the only bright spot the Minister
could find.

But a trip to the fuel pump
should give the Minister a clue:
smart fleets and owner/operators
are already reducing speed, and
using other best practices, to lower
fuel consumption and mainte-
nance costs.

And for those still on a learning
curve, incentive programs – re-
ward rather than punishment –
would be a far more effective use
of government resources. ■■
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– Joanne Ritchie is executive direc-
tor of OBAC. How would you 
reward the politicians? E-mail her
at jritchie@obac.ca or call toll-free
888-794-9990.

* Everyday Great Prices, Promotions and Service *

Located at 40 Chisholm Drive, Milton, Ontario • (905) 876-3339 
OPEN MON-FRI 7:00 AM-12:00 MIDNIGHT  •  SATURDAY  8:00 AM-4:00 PM • SUNDAY 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

REMEMBER to grease your truck between oil changes. Receive one free 
complete tractor lubrication and levels check coupon with every oil change.

VALID ANYTIME, NO EXPIRY. A $20 DOLLAR SAVINGS!

Centerline Truck Lube Inc. uses only the highest quality oils, lubricants and filters. All products guaranteed.

MINIMIZE FUEL COSTS!
Change your Air Filter on a regular

basis. We stock a full line of 
AIR FILTERS AT GREAT PRICES.

www.centerlinetrucklube.com

The Original Oil Change and Lubrication Specialists since 1986

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

* ALL OIL CHANGES INCLUDE *
Oil to full, Oil filter(s), Fuel filter(s), 

Complete Grease, All Levels Checked, 
Rad PH Test.

* FLEETGUARD FILTERS USED *
Also available original Detroit, CAT, Mack,

Volvo, Mercedes Benz and Hino filters.

SYNTHETIC GEAR 
OIL CHANGE: $359.99 

Includes both differentials
& transmission

(filters extra if required)

Receive a FREE 
GARRITY FLASHLIGHT 

with every gear oil change.

* *
REMEMBER TO MAINTAIN 

YOUR WARRANTY!

DETROIT SERIES 60 – $179.99 
CAT 3406 or C15 – $189.99
CUMMINS N14 – $189.99 
CUMMINS ISX – $239.99
MACK E7 – $204.99 
MACK E9 – $249.99
MACK MP7 – $261.99
(Includes Mack Filters)

VOLVO VED 12 – $218.99
VOLVO D16 (500 or 600) – $239.99
Mercedes Benz 4000 – $243.99
(Includes Original Mercedes Filters)

Use SHELL         Rotella T
Multigrade 15W40 CJ4, 

Chevron             400 15 W40 LE

or                Delvac 1300 S CJ4 
and receive a 

$10 OFF COUPON
for your next oil change. 

NO EXPIRY.

If you have a criminal record or U.S. immigration 
problems, we can help.

Glenn Matthews of Siskinds LLP is a licensed
U.S. lawyer with 14 years of experience in
U.S. immigration issues. We process U.S. waiver
applications, waiver appeals and other U.S.
immigration cases.

Trust your case to the experts. Reasonable fees.
Free consultation.

Glenn E. Matthews, B.A. J.D.
Licensed in Ontario and Illinois
Tel. 519-660-7854   Fax: 519-660-7855
glenn.matthews@siskinds.com
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With the price of diesel pushing
above $1.30 per litre in many 
areas of the country, there should
be little surprise that fleets are
placing an increasing emphasis on
their fuel-efficiency.

The fuel-saving strategies may
even be more valuable than they
first appear.

While reduced speeds, im-
proved maintenance practices and
better spec’ing decisions are able
to reduce the number of trips to
the fuel island, they can also have
a direct impact on safety records.

Consider the impact of speed
alone. A typical truck that travels
at a maximum speed of 105 km/h
rather than 110 km/h will save
about 3,200 litres of fuel per year.
And the heavy use of an accelera-
tor certainly affects highway safe-
ty. Traffic collision statistics in
B.C. have indicated that speed is a
factor in almost 12% of all colli-
sions.

Quite simply, higher speeds lead
to shorter reaction times and in-
creased stopping distances.

The cushion of space around
the truck will make a difference of
its own. By preserving an eight-
second following distance, drivers
will be able to maintain the vehi-
cle’s momentum rather than burn-
ing additional fuel in their repeat-
ed efforts to rebuild lost speed. In
the process, they will retain
enough room to react to changing

conditions, and that is particularly
important when you consider how
a tractor-trailer that travels at
highway speeds will need more
than 600 feet to come to a com-
plete stop.

Drivers may balk at the idea
that they can maintain this dis-
tance in heavy traffic, but it’s 
important to remember that any
lost space is quickly reclaimed.

A motorist who cuts into the
all-important space in front of a
truck will likely continue to weave
in and out of traffic, giving back
any of the room that they steal.

But the connection between
fuel-efficiency and safety does not
begin and end with the control of
the throttle. The condition of
equipment can also make a differ-
ence.

A 20 psi drop in tire air pres-
sure, for example, could lead to a
2.5% drop in fuel-efficiency, ac-
cording to Natural Resources
Canada. In contrast, a poorly
maintained tire could lead to a
blow-out that strands a vehicle in
the middle of nowhere, creates a
road hazard or leads to a collision.

Even the selection of equip-
ment can have an impact on fuel
economy and safety alike.
Companies that haul 40,000-lb
loads through Saskatchewan are
unlikely to require 550 hp and an
18-speed transmission. In addition
to burning more fuel, the drivers
of this equipment may be tempted
to use the extra power at their dis-
posal.

But it’s important to remember
that under-spec’ing can create its
own challenges. Those who want
to haul heavy over-dimensional
loads need to be wary of the speed
differentials that can emerge with
under-sized engines. The drivers
of this under-powered equipment
are even likely to drop gears and
hold the accelerator to the floor
to maintain their speeds.

The choice of specific compo-
nents can make a difference as
well. An automated transmission,
for example, will ensure the truck
travels in the most fuel-efficient
gear while allowing users to con-
centrate on the road ahead.
Cruise control can also help to
save fuel, but it should only be
used when a truck is travelling the
open highway across flat terrain
and in good weather. If the cruise
suddenly decides to apply more
throttle when the truck is travel-
ling on a slick surface, the rear
wheels could lose traction, creat-
ing a dangerous situation.

Perhaps one of the greatest
tools for reducing the thirst for
fuel will emerge when you down-
load information from an engine’s
Electronic Control Module. The
data that identifies activities such
as hard brake applications will of-
fer a clear indication of a wasteful
and dangerous driving habit.
Even the details about extended
idling time could help to address
safety issues, since an unattended
vehicle with a running engine is
surely a target for thieves.

When these practices and tools
are embraced, you can be confi-
dent that you will have an answer
for today’s fuel-related chal-
lenges.

And you can be confident that
you will become even safer in the
process. ■■

– This month’s expert is David
Goruk. David joined Markel in
2003 at the Guelph training centre,
and has been an advisor in the
Safety and Training Services depart-
ment since 2004. Prior to joining
Markel, he had accumulated 18
years of experience in the trucking
industry as a commercial driver and
safety trainer, operating A-trains for
one of North America’s largest LTL
carriers. Send your questions, feed-
back and comments about this 
column to info@markel.ca. Markel
Safety and Training Services, a 
division of Markel Insurance
Company, offers specialized cours-
es, seminars and consulting to fleet
owners, safety managers, trainers
and drivers.

SAFETY

Fuel-efficiency and safety closely linked

David
Goruk

Ask the 
Expert

On-line Recruitment Centre

Enter your resume directly at www.trucknews.com
This information is entered on an online database which is viewed by companies looking for drivers. 
Finding the best carrier to work for isn’t easy but maybe we can help.

By Mail: 6660 Kennedy Road, Suite 205,
Mississauga, ON  L5T 2M9

By Phone:
800-263-6149

By Fax:
866-837-4837

POWERED BY

First Name Last Name

Address City Prov/State

Postal/Zip E-Mail

Home Tel Cell

Best way to contact me: ■■ Home Tel     ■■ Cell      ■■ E-Mail      ■■ Other
Work Preferences:  ■■ Owner Operator     ■■ Hwy Team     ■■ Hwy Single/Company Driver
■■ Local    ■■ Lease Purchase     ■■ Driver Trainer     ■■ Moving     ■■ Other

Owner Operator? Manufacturer Year/Model Engine/Size

Preferred Trailer Type (check all that apply):  Trailer Type Experience (check all that apply)
■■ Flatbed   ■■ Heavy Hauling/Specialized  ■■ Moving Van ■■ Flatbed   ■■ Heavy Hauling/Specialized  ■■ Moving Van
■■ Tanker   ■■ Straight Truck   ■■ Super 8   ■■ Reefer ■■ Tanker   ■■ Straight Truck   ■■ Super 8   ■■ Reefer
■■ Van   ■■ Other ■■ Van   ■■ Other

Current Drivers License:  Do you have a Commercial License? ■■ Yes  ■■ No

License # Exp. Date Prov/State Issued Type

Has your license ever been suspended? ■■ Yes  ■■ No     Total Truck Driving Experience /yrs

Last Employer

Name Company City Prov/State

Tel Start/End Date

Job Description Reason for Leaving

Certification/Training:  
■■ Doubles/Triples ■■ Air Brake Adjustment ■■ Over-Size Loads ■■ Hazmat ■■ Air Brake (Drive)  ■■ Tankers

Name of School Name of Course Completed

City Prov/State Start/End Date

Can you lift 50lbs? ■■ Yes  ■■ No
Cross Border Travel:  
I am able to cross the Canada/U.S. border to haul International loads ■■ Yes  ■■ No
I am willing to cross the border ■■ Yes  ■■ I am FAST approved ■■ Yes  ■■ No
Would you like to contacted by driver agencies? ■■ Yes  ■■ No

By filling out and signing this application, I agree to abide by Driverlinks’s terms and conditions and
consent to the use of personal information according to the Driverlink privacy policy.

Signature Date
Driverlink is proud to protect the privacy of your personal information as required under federal privacy laws. If you would like 
to see a copy of our privacy policy, please go to www.driverlink.com/privacy. If you would like a printed copy of our privacy 
policy, please call us at 1-800-263-6149 and we will be happy to mail one to you.

Careers On-Line www.trucknews.com
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Have you ever been lying in your
bunk at night trying to fall asleep
and you suddenly feel the urge to
move your legs continuously. If you
answered ‘yes’ than this article may
apply to you.

Restless leg syndrome (RLS) is a
neurological condition that is char-
acterized by the irresistible urge to
move the legs while you are sitting
or lying down. RLS affects both sex-
es, can begin at any age and may
worsen as you get older.

The symptoms of RLS are very
wide-ranging. People typically de-
scribe symptoms as an unpleasant
sensation in their calves, thighs and
feet. Commonly, patients describe
the feeling as tingling, burning,
aching, crawling and/or creeping.

Although it is often difficult to de-
scribe this condition, there are a few
characteristic signs and symptoms.
Firstly, the sensations usually begin
during inactivity when you are lying
down or sitting for an extended peri-
od of time. In addition, the sensa-
tions of RLS are relieved by move-
ments such as stretching, walking,
and jiggling the legs. It is this desire
to move that gives RLS its name.
Another common characteristic is
that the symptoms seem to worsen
in the evening. As a result, many
people with RLS find it difficult to
fall asleep or to stay asleep.

The exact cause of RLS is still un-
known. However, researchers sus-
pect the conditions may be due to an
imbalance of the brain chemical
dopamine. This is the chemical that
sends the messages to control mus-
cle movements.There seems to be a
hereditary component to this condi-
tion as researchers have identified
sites on the chromosomes where
genes for RLS may be present.

Many people with RLS never
seek medical help because they wor-
ry that they will not be able to de-
scribe the symptoms accurately.
Although there is no blood or lab
test specifically for diagnosing RLS,
your doctor may order one or both
of these tests to rule out other possi-
ble conditions.Your doctor may also
order a muscle or nerve study. If all
of your tests come back clear, your
doctor may refer you to a sleep spe-
cialist for more testing. At the sleep
clinic,doctors will be able to observe
your sleep habits closely and check
for leg movements during sleep.

In some cases of RLS, treating an
underlying condition, such as iron
deficiency or peripheral neuropathy,
can greatly relieve the symptoms.
However, if you have RLS without
any associated condition, treatment
focuses on lifestyle changes, and, if
those are not effective, medication.
Lifestyle factors such as good sleep
patterns, exercise and stress reduc-
tion are often very effective in the
treatment of RLS. In addition, pa-
tients with RLS should avoid things
such as caffeine,alcohol and tobacco
as these chemicals seem to increase
or aggravate the symptoms of RLS.

There are several prescription
medications that are used to treat
RLS, most of which were developed
to treat other conditions. Your doc-
tor may prescribe medications for
Parkinson’s disease as these drugs
reduce the amount of motion in
your legs by affecting the level of the

chemical messenger dopamine in
the brain.Other medications such as
muscle relaxants and sleep medica-
tions are also very common.

Although RLS is a fairly rare con-
dition, professional truck drivers,
due to their lifestyles on the road,
are at greater risk of developing it. If
you have any of the above men-
tioned symptoms, you should see
your doctor as soon as possible. ■■
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HEALTH

Dr. Christopher
Singh

Back behind
the wheel

– Dr. Chris Singh, B. Kin., D.C.,
runs Trans-Canada Chiropractic at
230 Truck Stop in Woodstock, Ont.

Restless leg syndrome
ARE YOU DOING ENOUGH TO PROTECT YOUR FAMILY, YOURSELF AND YOUR BUSINESS? 

1•800•265•6509www.nationaltruckleague.com

At National Truck League we know how important it is to have insurance coverage 
that you can rely on. Not only do we provide our Members with the very best 

specialized insurance products and Downtime Protection™, we offer 
other services to make life on the road more enjoyable and profitable; 

like saving you money with our fuel program through Shell Canada.
Contact us to find out how we can provide you with the right mix 

of Downtime Protection™, Disability and Health Insurance 
and Business Protection Coverage.

Your National Truck League representative would be 
pleased to meet with you whenever and wherever to 

discuss how we can help you protect your family, 
yourself and your business.

Running On Empty?
We’ve Got You Covered.

New Fuel Discount Program with 
T-CHEK Systems Exclusive to NTL Clients.
Call now and save the $75 application fee! Please visit us at The Fergus Truck Show Booth # L41
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Diesel fuel has now overtaken
labour as the number one operat-
ing cost for many – if not most –
truck fleets. Fuel is also one of the
most taxed commodities. My next
two columns will focus on federal
fuel tax issues. In this month’s col-
umn, I take on Prime Minister
Stephen Harper’s contention that
there is so little governments can
do to affect the price of gasoline
(and by translation diesel fuel)
that it’s not worth doing anything.

In next month’s column, I will
comment on Liberal and
Opposition leader, Stephane
Dion’s carbon tax proposal.

But, first to the Prime Minister
who last month all but ruled out
any relief from federal taxation on
fuel. In part, you can see where he
is coming from. With pump prices
for commercial diesel fuel at

record highs, an elimination of the
four-cent-per-litre federal excise
tax on diesel fuel would, all other
things being equal, provide price
relief of only about 3%.

However, that is not the point.
For some, a few pennies here and
there would make a difference.
But, more than that, the taxation
of fuel, especially commercial fuel
through excise taxes is an outdat-
ed and regressive way to tax this
essential product.

(Also, don’t forget that the GST
is added on top of the price,

including the excise tax).
Regardless, the continued exis-

tence of excise taxes on commer-
cial diesel fuel flies in the face of
the federal government’s own
mantra – as expressed to provin-
cial governments like Ontario –
that business input taxes should be
reduced or eliminated and that
there should be a nationally har-
monized sales tax system based on
the GST. We couldn’t agree more;
but is the federal government
walking the talk?

The federal excise tax on com-
mercial diesel fuel was introduced
in the mid-1980s by the Mulroney
government for the sole purpose
of reducing the federal fiscal im-
balance – in other words to gener-
ate revenue. Shortly thereafter the
Conservative government of the
day introduced the GST; replacing
the manufacturers’ sales tax.

At the time, the trucking indus-
try argued that if the federal sales

tax system was moving to a value-
added basis doesn’t it also make
sense to fold the excise tax on
diesel into the GST? The Standing
Committee on Finance said of
course we were right from a tax
policy perspective, but the federal
government needed the money to
eliminate the staggering deficits it
was incurring, so we would have to
wait. We’re still waiting.

Ironically, in the 2006 federal
budget – the current government’s
first budget – the excise tax on
jewellery, clocks and articles made
of semi-precious stones was elimi-
nated. However, commercial
diesel fuel (and gasoline) is still
taxed as a luxury.

And, while trucking companies
do get GST credits for diesel fuel
purchases, the skyrocketing fuel
prices are having a major impact
on cash flows. Truckers pay for
fuel, including taxes, at the pump
or if they are buying in bulk most
pay weekly or within 15 days.
However, the trucking company’s
customers (even if they pay a full
fuel surcharge) don’t pay for at
least 30 days and more often 60 to
90 days.

Only four years ago, Harper pro-
posed that the GST on gasoline be
eliminated when prices got above
85 cents per litre and forecasted
that the measure would have
saved consumers about a penny a
litre. Not much, but he said the
main thing is that Canadians know
the government is not trying to
gouge them at the same time they
are having trouble filling their
tank.That is a principle well worth
remembering today.

Truckers feel they are being
gouged by the combination of fed-
eral and provincial tax they pay on
their most costly business input. ■■
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INDUSTRY

Industry 
Issues

David
Bradley

– David Bradley is president of the
Ontario Trucking Association and
chief executive officer of the
Canadian Trucking Alliance.

Feds need to walk the talk on business input taxes
Part I of II on taxation of diesel fuel in Canada

Branch Manager – Concord

Supervise Operations including Inventory Management and General Procedures. Assist in the recruitment and manage-
ment of future staff. Assist in the sourcing of both new and used inventory for the purpose of re-marketing. Promote 
ancillary services including maintenance and trucking to both new and existing customers. Maintain and Grow Rental,
Lease and Retail Sales in both the Manufacturing/Warehouse and Transportation sectors within Ontario.

Requirements: 3-5 years trailer rental/leasing or sales experience.
Comprehensive knowledge of transport trailers.
A sound understanding of trailer maintenance requirements.
Above average computer skills with MS Office and a good aptitude to learn new software.

Financial Coordinator – Gormley

Responsible for accounts receivable collection process internally and externally. Responsible for the verification and 
collection of Lessee’s insurance. Perform credit analysis of both new and existing customers when required. Cost analysis
on major vendors on an on going basis. Oversee repossession process including coordinating all parties involved. Manage
our retail funding process including application, sourcing, documentation, execution and funding.

Requirements: 3-5 years equipment finance experience.
1-2 years collections experience.
Small Claims Court experience would be an asset.
Above average MS Office skills.

Rental Operations Coordinator – Gormley

Inventory management of our fleet of transport trailers. Assist in the dispatch and perform administration for our company
tractors. Coordinate repairs and maintenance for our fleet of transport trailers. Provide customer service to our existing
rental/lease customer base. Assist in accounts receivable and revenue cost analysis with regards to out transport trailer 
operation.

Requirements: 2-4 years rental/lease operation experience.
Comprehensive knowledge of Transport Trailers.
A sound knowledge of transport trailer maintenance requirements.
Previous dispatch experience.
Preference will be given to candidates with some accounting background and Oracle
based Emdecs software.

An extremely competitive compensation package including salary, benefits, applicable education and 
expense reimbursements will be offered for all positions. We are committed to recruiting and rewarding the
most qualified applicants.

GTA Trailer Rentals Inc. is a family owned and operated Ontario based transport trailer rental leasing 
company, which has experienced considerable growth since it's inception in 1995. Our success is largely
due to our team of people who manage our business on a daily basis. This fundamental knowledge has
encouraged us to recruit the best candidates for the following positions:

Please send resume in confidence to: opportunities@gtatrailer.com

C h a r a c t e r    S e r v i c e    I n t e g r i t y

pg 50 tn aug v3  7/11/08  9:15 AM  Page 50

mailto:opportunities@gtatrailer.com


Don’t head out on
the road alone.

Challenger Team Driver’s 
Francis & Margaret Levesque

Call us today and put your career on the path of your choice:

T 1 800 334 5142 F 1 888 876 0870   
E recruiting@challenger.com   W www.challenger.com   We go the distance.

TRANSPORT CAM HILTZ TRUCKING MOTOR FREIGHT

Learn about other opportunities with the Challenger family.Winner of the 2007 Canadian Driver Retention Award

We are currently looking for CompanyTeam Drivers 
for lanes to Western Canada and U.S.A.

Make the right choice and contact us today.

See us at the Fergus Truck Show 
July 24-27. Booth L17.
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I’ve written columns to help you
build your business and columns
to help you plan for retirement.
But with high fuel costs and a
slowing economy, more owner/op-
erators are deciding that neither
success nor retirement is in the
cards. They’re going out of busi-
ness. Whether you’re a sole pro-
prietor, partnership, or corpora-
tion, there are deliberate steps
you should take to properly close
your business. Your accountant
can guide you through the process
but I’ll list some of the major
points for you to consider.

Contact the CRA

You need to tell the Canada
Revenue Agency (CRA) to close

your Business Number and all re-
lated accounts for payroll,
GST/HST, and corporate income
tax.You can do this by completing
Form RC145, Request to close
business number accounts. Send it
to your local CRA tax services of-
fice or call the CRA Business
Window at 800-959-5525.

Payroll

There are four steps to wrapping up

your obligations as an employer:
1. Remit all CPP contributions,

EI premiums, and income tax
withheld within seven days of the
day your business ends;

2. Include a short note that
states your Business Number and
that you are closing your business;

3. Prepare and give a Record of
Employment to each former em-
ployee;

4. Complete and file the neces-
sary T4 slips and summaries with-
in 30 days of the day your business
ends. Distribute copies of the T4
or T4A slips to your former em-
ployees.

Also, you may want to confirm
with your provincial labour stan-
dards agency to ensure that you
have met their requirements.

GST/HST

When you decide to close your
business, you no longer need to be
registered for GST/HST. File all
outstanding GST/HST returns
and pay any amounts owing up to
and including the day your 

business ends.
The complicated part is the han-

dling of your truck, trailer, or oth-
er equipment on these final re-
turns. When you own capital
property at the time of closing a
GST/HST account, CRA deems
you to have sold the equipment
on your final return and expects
you to pay the GST/HST.

Capital property includes land,
buildings, vehicles, and computers.
As a result, CRA has “change of
use” rules that may apply.

For example, say you have a
service vehicle on your books and
claimed GST/HST refunds when
you purchased it.

When you close the business
you have to pay GST/HST on the
fair market value of the vehicle
because you’re changing the use
from commercial to non-commer-
cial. You have to pay the
GST/HST just as if you bought it
from the company.

There is a way to manage at
least part of this mess: CRA Form
GST44, Election Concerning the
Acquisition of a Business or Part
of a Business.

You can use this form when you
are selling your business assets to
another person.

To qualify, the buyer must pur-
chase all or substantially all (at
least 90% or more) ownership,
possession, or use of the seller’s
property necessary to carry on the
business.

In a one-truck operation, selling
the truck represents 100% of 
the property, so this election is 
applicable.

File the election form together
with the GST/HST return for the
reporting period in which the sale
was made. You should also keep a
copy of this election form in your
records.

Corporate income tax

Send an application for dissolution
to the government body that gov-
erns the affairs of your corporation.

You should also file a final tax
return and send CRA a copy 
of the articles of dissolution.
Otherwise, CRA will consider
that the company still exists and it
will continue to expect tax filings
each year.

If you decide to give up being
an owner/operator, I hope you
come out of the experience alright.
Trucking is a cyclical business and
owner/operators are like an elastic
band, stretching and contracting
with available capacity. I’ve seen
many former owner/operators get
back into it. Hopefully, you 
will too.

The next time the elastic
stretches out, and there are more
owner/operators on the road,
everyone needs to be diligent
about making as much money as
possible to enjoy the next wave of
good fortune and stay afloat when
times get tough. ■■
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– Scott Taylor is vice-president of
TFS Group, a Waterloo, Ont.,
company that provides account-
ing, fuel tax reporting, and other
business services for truck fleets
and owner/operators. For infor-
mation, visit www.tfsgroup.com or
call 800-461-5970.

TAX TALK

Tax
Talk
Scott
Taylor

Hanging up the keys
What to do when going out
of business is the only option

Give Us a Call Today!
Ask for Doug ext. 168  Randy ext. 169

1-800-263-1361
www.loadfti.com

Give Us a Call Today!
Ask for Doug ext. 168  Randy ext. 169

1-800-263-1361
www.loadfti.com

Now Hiring Over 
the Road Highway

Company Drivers in the GTA,
Hamilton, London, Chatham

and Windsor areas

OWNER OPERATORS WANTED
Lease Purchase Program Available

• Fuel cap
• No money down, full maintenance lease

• New freight means new opportunities

OWNER OPERATORS WANTED
Lease Purchase Program Available
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Apply On-line @ www.trucknews.com

BLYTH ON. CANADA

Flatbed Experience an Asset
Also Hiring Company Drivers

◆ 80% with Company Trailer  ◆ 85% with Own Trailer 
◆ Home Weekends  ◆ Paid Weekly  ◆ Company Fuel Cards 

◆ No Administration Fees  ◆ No Hidden Costs

Now Hiring

OWNER OPERATORS
for our Flatbed Division to Haul to the U.S.A.

MAITLAND 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS LTD.

1-888-720-7237

SUB LEASE 
PROGRAM AVAILABLE

on ’04, ’05 and ’06
379 Peterbilts 

O.A.C.

Call Steve 
519 513 1019

Now that we have caught your attention, if you are looking
for a straight forward no B.S. place to work give us a call!

For more information contact Earl Allen at:

1-888-505-7775
Fax: (519) 821-1517

E-mail safety@transportnservice.comWWW.TRANSPORTNSERVICE.COM

VOTEDBEST FLEETAT THEFERGUS TRUCKSHOW

Now that we have caught your attention, if you are looking
for a straight forward no B.S. place to work give us a call!Current demand for Experienced

Canada/U.S. AZ Long Haul Company
Drivers and Owner Operators

We Provide:
• Competitive Rates
• Safety Bonus Program
• Fuel Cards Provided
• Steady Miles
• Low Cost Insurance
• Good on Site Shop Rates

We Require:
• Modern Reliable Tractor
• Clean CVOR & Criminal Search
• Good Work Attitude
• Pre Employment Drug Test
• No Paint Requirement

To become a link in the # 1 Cold Chain Carrier in Motion,
please call 1-877-859-3001 ext 33

NOW HIRING 
EAST COAST 

DRIVERS

Please contact:  905-671-4242

AZ Drivers 
and Brokers 
Wanted Immediately!
LTL and TL running into the United States
★ Drivers guaranteed start $0.45/mile
★ Brokers guaranteed 80% of load, we pay plates and tolls
★ Optional Lease to Own - $0 Down – 18 monthly payments

Must have a min. of 2 years AZ experience, with clean abstracts

BE ON THE TEAM THAT MAKES THE SHOW HAPPEN
Az Tractor-Trailer Drivers

Toll free 1.877.832.5546
potenzaent@on.aibn.com
www.potenzaenterprizesinc.com

W
e

understand
your

needs
• Clean abstract

• Able to cross-border

• Min. 5 yrs. verifiable exp.

• We have long distance

 touring positions available.

• We offer late model 

equipment and a benefits 

package.

For Toronto Based 
Entertainment
Transport Company

Apply by Fax:416.352.5939 e-mail:potenzaadmin@on.aibn.com 
or online at www.potenzaenterprizesinc.com 

Heavy Haul Specialists 
are looking for Experienced 

Company Drivers 
For Canadian and US Operations

www.trendway-transport.com www.trendway-transport.com 

We Offer Company Drivers: .45 to .62/mile
• company benefits
• modern equipment
• satellite equipped
• bonus for super loads

We require:
• experience in oversize/overweight transport
• positive attitude
• clean abstract/CVOR
• must be able to cross the border

Call Jeff Dyke at 905-857-9200

Fax 905-857-9010 or e mail your resume 

to jeff@trendway-transport.com
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By James Menzies
TORONTO, Ont. – Today’s truck
cab has all the complexity of an
airliner cockpit, complete with
navigation systems, busy driver
displays and a seemingly endless
array of rocker switches and
gauges.

So I find it refreshing when I
climb into a cab and find the com-
parably simple interface of an
Eaton UltraShift automated
transmission, with its intuitive
push-button console.

What can be simpler than se-
lecting ‘D’ for drive and then step-
ping on the gas?

That’s not to say it’s a simple
piece of equipment. The Eaton
UltraShift is actually highly-
sophisticated.

It has its own electronic control
module (ECM) and the ability to
precisely read the engine’s RPM
and hit the perfect shift point
every single time. I’m not too
proud to admit, it shifts much
more accurately – and thus more
fuel-efficiently – than I do.

But that’s not to say everyone
will realize substantial fuel sav-
ings from the use of an automated
transmission. Seasoned veterans
can come pretty close to matching
the pinpoint accuracy of the
UltraShift.

But where the automated trans-
mission thrives is its ability to take
the less experienced drivers, and
by taking shifting responsibilities
out of their hands, allow them to
attain the same fuel-efficiency
achieved by a fleet’s most skilled
drivers.

This philosophy has become an
integral component of Purolator
Courier’s quest to optimize fuel
mileage.The UltraShift alone isn’t

a cure-all solution, but it’s an im-
portant part of Purolator’s fuel
management program – and is
now a standard spec’ for the fleet,
which operates some 500 trucks
across Canada.

Serge Viola, national fleet man-
ager with Purolator, explained his
company’s reasons for making the
switch to the UltraShift.

“Fuel today is a hot topic with
everybody,” he said.“Anything we
can do to save a little bit of 
fuel, we’re going to investigate 
incorporating that into our pro-
gram – one being the UltraShift
transmission.”

Purolator has 30 such units in
place today and has 45 more on

order. Viola admitted there was
initially some resistance from
drivers.

“Initially, they weren’t too hap-
py about losing their stick shift,
but I think after they drove it for a
while they were really im-
pressed,” recalled Viola, adding
some driver training with Eaton
field reps was also required.

Truck News’ on-road editor
Harry Rudolfs is a full-time com-
pany driver with Purolator.

Like many of his peers, he had
his reservations when Purolator
first decided to automate its fleet.
However, even a grizzled ol’ pro
like Harry has grown to accept
the change, when his slip-seat job
requires him to drive one of the
company’s UltraShift-equipped
Internationals.

“Most drivers don’t like them at
first, but then they will tell you
they get to like them,” Rudolfs
told me.

“Pinning to trailers can be
tricky, as the tractor rolls away un-
less you’ve got just the right throt-
tle applied. I have to two-foot or I
hit the pin too hard. Another fac-
tor is ramp and cornering speeds
since I’ve always been conscious
of what gear I’m in and how many
RPMs. Unless you shift the trans-
missions manually you’re not
aware of this and a couple of
times I caught myself taking a
turn a little too fast. But once I
made the leap to thinking ‘auto-
matic’ this was no longer a prob-
lem, it’s actually less effort and
just as smooth.”

Mike Sharpe, territory manager
with Roadranger marketing, ad-
mitted the UltraShift takes a bit
of getting used to, but no more
than any other piece of unfamiliar
equipment.

“As with anything that’s new,
you have to adjust to it and under-
stand how it works,” Sharpe ex-
plained. “After operating it a few
times (when backing), it becomes
second nature.”

Purolator was gracious enough
to allow me take its brand new
UltraShift-equipped International
9200i with Eagle trim out for a
quick spin around its Mississauga
headquarters.

It was a miserable day for driv-
ing, with icy rain and gusting winds
providing a late April reminder
that winter is never far away in
these parts.

But ghastly weather provides
the perfect opportunity to experi-
ence the UltraShift – its user-
friendliness is most welcome
when the weather is lousy and
driving conditions require your
full attention.

While Purolator’s main motiva-
tion for adopting the UltraShift
was fuel economy, safety is an
equally-important benefit of the
automated transmission.
Purolator’s drivers spend much of
their time navigating city streets,
where taking your eyes off the
road to check the tach for even a
split-second can be a hazard.

Inner-city routes are also where
Purolator is achieving its most 
significant fuel mileage increases,
according to Viola.

“Some of the runs we have
them on are the long-distance
highway runs, and you won’t see a

ROAD TEST

The Eaton UltraShift 
‘To some, shifting is an art form.

To me, it’s a burden.’

1-800-895-8897
U.S./CANADA TOLL FREE43¢ • Minimum 2 years 

Cross Border
Experience 

• Full time/Part time

• Weekly pay
• Benefits 
• Direct Deposit

Available

PER
MI

LE

HIGHWAY
DRIVERS
WANTEDAZ

1-800-565-5557 or 519-393-6194 ext. 242

Fax: 519-393-5147  •  Email: dianneb@woodcockbrothers.com   •  www.woodcockbrothers.com
1-800-565-5557 or 519-393-6194 ext. 242

Fax: 519-393-5147  •  Email: dianneb@woodcockbrothers.com   •  www.woodcockbrothers.com

WE ARE
HIRING

Company
Drivers 
Up to $ .50 

to start 

Company
Drivers 
Up to $ .50

to start 

Applicants must live within a 
100 km. radius of our yard

Owner
Operators 
$1.60 to $1.73 

including fuel surcharge

Owner
Operators 
$1.60 to $1.73

including fuel surcharge

225 Huron Road
Sebringville, ON  N0K 1X0
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lot of difference there,”Viola said.
“It’s in the city where you see the
variance.”

Viola admitted it’s still too early
to provide concrete fuel mileage
comparisons between the 10-
speed UltraShift LST such as the
one I was driving, and its tradi-
tional manual transmissions.
However, he’s confident that fuel
savings are being realized. He’s
also anticipating a substantial sav-
ings in maintenance costs.

“You can’t abuse the system as
much as you could a manual
transmission, so we’re looking for
an overall lower maintenance cost
as well,” Viola said. “We haven’t
validated that, but that’s what
we’re looking for.”

And ironically, now that initial
resistance from drivers has sub-
sided, the company is finding the
UltraShift is actually helping it in
its driver recruiting and retention
efforts.

“Like everybody else, we’re
having a driver shortage issue.
With newer equipment, better
spec’d equipment and easier to
drive equipment, we’re finding it
easier to recruit drivers,” said
Viola. “We absolutely use it as a
recruiting tool.”

Joining me for my drive was
Roadranger’s Sharpe, part of the
UltraShift’s field support team.
He’s the guy that Purolator calls
when there’s a problem with the
transmission.

Fortunately, support calls are
rare – but when they do occur, his
ability to promptly trace and cor-
rect any performance issues has
been one of Purolator’s main rea-
sons for choosing Eaton’s
UltraShift. Viola recalled an inci-
dent a couple years ago where
drivers were complaining about a
shift point of the transmission. He
placed a call to Roadranger sup-
port, who responded immediately.

“We called Eaton for support
and they were here within a cou-
ple of days. They did a little train-
ing class, they found the issue was
a software update and then they
went back and updated all the ve-
hicles,” Viola recalled. “We were
back up and running and we did-
n’t notice a blip in our service.
That’s what’s important to us, how
fast you react.They’re mechanical
trucks, they’re going to have is-
sues. It’s how fast you react and
how fast you correct it – that’s
what we need.”

Sharpe’s responsibilities in-
clude training new drivers on the
operation of the UltraShift. It’s a
lot easier to operate than a manu-

READY TO ROLL: The author, James
Menzies (left) and Roadranger’s Mike
Sharpe get ready to take Purolator’s
newest truck for a spin along the 401
and Derry Rd. in Mississauga.

Continued on page 56 ■

OWNER OPERATORS
Tandem $1.14 
Quad-Axle $1.20
• Loading, Unloading, Border Crossing Time $30/hr after 1st hour
• Operating mainly within a 1200 mile radius of the Toronto area
• Home weekly   • Personalized dispatch - "No Satellites"

COMPANY DRIVERS
41¢/mile
• Paid waiting time after 1hr - $14.00

• Dedicated 386 Peterbilts & 9200 Internationals

• Trucks allowed home

E-mail: kellacott@laidlaw.ca or ccampagnaro@laidlaw.ca
Fax: 519-766-0437

1.800.263.8267

If you have a professional attitude and desire to succeed 
call KEN ELLACOTT or CHARLIE CAMPAGNARO

42¢ FUELBEST IN THEINDUSTRY!

www.laidlaw.ca

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO TAKE THE TIME TO TALK TO OUR DRIVERS!

Proud and Professional
for over 20 Years

Canada’s Best Carrier 
is looking for 

The Best Drivers… 

• safety bonus & company
paid benefits

• home on weekends

• 3 years’ experience, 
clean abstract and 
FAST card required

COMPANY DRIVERS
• Base rate 44 cents per mile
• Additional 2 cents per mile

conditional upon performance
• $1000 sign on bonus

COMPANY DRIVERS
• Base rate 44 cents per mile
• Additional 2 cents per mile

conditional upon performance
• $1000 sign on bonus

• safety bonus & company
paid benefits

• home on weekends

• 3 years’ experience, 
clean abstract and 
FAST card required

so we are offering the best package:

Canada’s Best Carrier 
is looking for 

The Best Drivers… 

Call Kelly at 800-387-5148Call Kelly at 800-387-5148

Apply On-line @ www.trucknews.com
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al transmission, but there are
some fundamental differences
that drivers need to understand.

Before pulling out of
Purolator’s head office and hop-
ping onto the ever-congested
Hwy. 401, Sharpe provided me
with an abbreviated version of the
training session. The core of the
UltraShift is Eaton’s standard
gearbox, featuring a centrifugal
clutch that engages as the engine’s
RPM increases, providing a “natu-
ral engagement.”

Starting out is as simple as se-
lecting ‘D’ for drive and then ap-
plying the throttle.

The UltraShift generally starts
out in second gear and then works
its way smoothly through each
gear. Since I was driving a 10-
speed version of the transmission,
skip-shifting really wasn’t neces-

sary. I wasn’t pulling a trailer, but
I’ve pulled loaded trailers behind
trucks equipped with previous
generations of the UltraShift, and
it’s as smooth and reliable with
weight behind
it as it is
while bob-
tailing.

The pre-
cision and
s m o o t h -
ness of
each up-
shift is a
thing of
beauty, and
could only be
matched by the
most seasoned
driver. I don’t pretend to
fall into this category, so I welcomed
the assistance, especially when start-
ing from a standstill at a red light

and then soon after when merging
onto the 401.

Where I really came to appreciate
the UltraShift was when downshift-

ing in city traffic along
Derry Rd. When

approaching a
red light, I
s l o w e d
the Eagle

down and
then when
the light

t u r n e d
green, I simply

stepped back on
the gas; the UltraShift

selected the ideal gear on
the fly and allowed me to con-

tinue without scrambling to
find the appropriate gear.

In addition to Drive mode,
which I used almost exclusively
on my test run, there were two

other modes at my disposal:
Manual and Lower (in addition 
to the obvious, Reverse and
Neutral).

Manual mode is handy when
you think you know better than
the UltraShift. It allows a driver
to override the UltraShift’s gear
selection. You may want to select
Manual mode if you’d rather start
out in first gear rather than sec-
ond or to hold a certain gear.

It’s a nice option to have, but I
can’t think of too many times you’d
really need to use it. I think it pro-
vides peace of mind for drivers
who are not entirely comfortable
with the idea of relinquishing the
task of shifting. To some, shifting is
an art form.To me, it’s a burden.

Lower mode is great for scrub-
bing off speed when approaching a
red light or stop sign.This mode in-
creases the downshift RPMs and
‘whoas’ the truck down in a hurry.
It can also be handy when drop-
ping a trailer or hooking up to one
in the yard, especially in the snow
or mud where traction is lacking.

Because the centrifugal clutch is
dependent on engine RPM, the
truck wants to roll back when on
an incline. Most drivers perform a
two-footed maneuver to avoid
rolling back, holding the brake
with the left foot and then apply-
ing the throttle with the right. It
takes a little bit of getting used to,
but it’s no more difficult than
starting from a standstill using a
manual transmission.

The UltraShift is also remark-
ably resistant to abuse, another
reason why Purolator’s Viola likes
it so much.

“It has a very low exposure in
terms of any kind of damage,”
Sharpe said.

The most likely damage-incur-
ring scenario would be wrecking a
clutch by holding it halfway open,
causing it to overheat.

But it’s not a common problem
and such incidents can be logged
in the transmission’s ECM, identi-
fied by a technician and if neces-
sary, driver behaviour can be cor-
rected through further training.

Beyond that, the UltraShift’s
electronics protect it from most
other types of abuse, and failures
are rare – especially with the third
generation version that I was driv-
ing, Sharpe pointed out.

The beauty of the UltraShift is
its versatility. Each model is con-
figured specifically for the make
of engine it will be paired with.

All told, there are more than 40
different configurations available,
and the transmission works equal-
ly well with whichever engine it’s
matched with, Sharpe said.

There are three linehaul models
of the UltraShift available: the 13-
speed LEP, rated at 80,000 lbs and
configured for maximum fuel
mileage; the 13-speed LHP, which
can handle weights of up to
110,000 lbs; and the 10-speed LST,
Purolator’s preference and the
model that I drove.

There are also 18-speed, three-
pedal vocational offerings avail-
able for more rigorous applica-
tions. In Canada, most fleets opt
for the LHP or LST, Sharpe said.

“It’s application-specific,” he
explained. “We have a lot of 

ROAD TEST

Precise shift points optimize fuel-efficiency
Automation narrows the gap between best and worst drivers
■ Continued from page 55

Continued on page 58 ■

Drive
your goals
higher at

Celadon Canada

Call Recruiting Today!
1-800-332-0515

International strength, stability,
1,000 mile avg. length of haul,
quality freight, top equipment
and a focused team working
with you to achieve your goals.

Your success is our success!

Company Drivers, come kick off your
goals at Celadon Canada and join
a winning team!

www.celadoncanada.com • 280 Shoemaker Street  Ki tchener,  ON N2E 3E1

CCoommee jjooiinn oouurr ssuucccceessss!!

See you at the FERGUS TRUCK SHOWBooth M26!

See you at the FERGUS TRUCK SHOWBooth M26!
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Company Drivers & 
Owner/Operators 
Required

Company Drivers & 
Owner/Operators 
Required

TRANSPORT LIMITED

Contact Dave at:
1-888-257-3136 Ext 226

365  Lewis Rd. N., Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5N4

TRANSPORT LIMITED

Visit our web site: www.whiteoaktransport.com
e-mail: info@whiteoaktransport.com

Flat Bed
Training 
AvailableU.S. Tandem Division

FOR DRIVERS
• Company Drivers Earn / Tandem up to .67 cpm / Heavy .69 cpm
• Home Every Weekend  
• Modern Dedicated Equipment  
• All Picks/Drops and Tarping Paid
Flat Bed/Rack & Tarp
FOR OWNER OPERATORS
• Top Revenue Package  • 100% FSC to the O/O  
• Paid Tolls and Bridges  • 90% Plus Loaded Miles 
• Dedicated Equipment

Visit our web site: www.whiteoaktransport.com
e-mail: info@whiteoaktransport.com

365  Lewis Rd. N., Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5N4

Contact Dave at:
1-888-257-3136 Ext 226

T.D. SMITH REQUIRESOWNER / OPERATORS
• 80% of Revenue
• Home Most Weekends
• Fuel Surcharges
• Pay Statements Twice Monthly
• Automatic Bank Deposit
• Fuel Accounts Available
• Safety Awards

• Safety Oriented 
& Good Attitude

• CVOR & Driver Abstract
• Criminal Search
• Desire to Succeed
• Recent Model Equipment

We Require:

Office Fax: 519-323-3646
Dispatch Fax: 519-323-3567
www.tdsmithtransport.com

Canada Toll Free: 800-265-8781
US Toll Free: 800-463-0387
Local Tel: 519-323-2004/5

Tank Division Dump DivisionNew
Contracts

Contact: Robert Rouleau
Phone: 1-800-465-0199

Fax Resume To: 905-876-3464
Email: Robertrouleau@locomote.ca

We Offer a Choice of:
• Flatbed and Rack & Tarp
• Short and Long Haul
• Our Trailer or your Trailer
• Unlimited Miles Available
• Canada and U.S.A runs

We Provide:
• Well Maintained late model fleet
• Dedicated Equipment
• Reliability & Honesty
• Open Door Family Atmosphere
• Steady Year Round Work

EXPERIENCED OWNER/OPERATORS 
& COMPANY DRIVERS

We Offer a Choice of:
• Flatbed and Rack & Tarp
• Short and Long Haul
• Our Trailer or your Trailer
• Unlimited Miles Available
• Canada and U.S.A runs

We Provide:
• Well Maintained late model fleet
• Dedicated Equipment
• Reliability & Honesty
• Open Door Family Atmosphere
• Steady Year Round Work

WANTED 
Flatbed AZ Drivers

Running the Road Since ’82
WE OFFER:
• Above Average Wages 
• Benefits
• No forced dispatch
• $450 Quarterly Fuel Bonus
• Pin-to-Pin
• 3,000 miles a week
• Well maintained equipment
• Great team atmosphere
• No slip seating
• Dedicated Runs Available
WE REQUIRE:
• Clean CVOR & Abstract
• 1 yr. AZ Experience
• Professional Attitude

For further information and application please call:

1-800-387-7113
jamie@truboy.com

Requires OWNER-OPERATORS & DRIVERS
WE REQUIRE
■ Clean, reliable tractor
■ 2 yrs. Experience
■ Clean driving record
■ Good work attitude

WE OFFER
■ Steady work
■ Highest rates in the industry
■ Weekends off
■ Great work environment

Call: 888-772-6542    Fax: (519) 827-9279
email: joe@doyletransportation.ca
Website: www.doyletransportation.ca

Some Dedicated Runs Available

ALSO LOCAL 
AND PART TIME 

WEEKEND DRIVERS 
REQUIRED

Trustworthiness
is where our heart is...

We are looking for
male and female

drivers who have a
genuine interest

in trucking.

We offer a 6 week paid 
Coaching Program

for New Drivers
who meet our requirements.

(905) 670-0057
1-877-588-0057
recruiting@rosedale.ca

Mississauga,ON

“I have worked with Rosedale Transport
for almost 20 years and I have seen many changes. I think one of
the best is the Coaching Program. Our job is to take new truck
school graduates under our wing of experience and put them
through our six week Coaching Program. This program is great
for people who are new to the industry and it benefits everyone,
not just the drivers.”

– Frank Pasquale, Driver Coach

Barrie Campus
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automotive (fleets) that run
80,000-110,000 lbs and the LHP
seems to be the answer.We’re also
selling a lot of the 10-speeds.”

Most Canadian customers ap-
preciate the 1,650 lb.-ft. of torque
offered by the LHP (a multi-
torque version capable of 1,750
lb.-ft. of torque is also available).

I would suspect that the UltraShift
would also offer some benefits come
resale time. Purolator’s Viola could-
n’t confirm this – his company hangs
onto its trucks for 10 years.

“Resale is not top of mind for
us, but it would probably help a
little bit. If you replace your vehi-
cles every four to five years, it’d be
a bigger issue,” Viola said.

While the value proposition be-
hind the UltraShift generally cen-
ters around fuel and maintenance
savings, the bottom line is that it
makes driving a lot less stressful.
Today’s drivers have a lot to wor-
ry about out there, and an increas-
ing number of in-cab distractions
to contend with.

Where the UltraShift really ex-
cels, is in its ability to simplify the
task of driving, allowing the driver
to keep two hands on the wheel and
his eyes on the road.

A safer, happier and less stressful
driving day? It’s hard to put a price
on that. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:855;

@COMPANYINARTICLE:029937052; 024648290;

ROAD TEST

UltraShift
excels in
the city
■ Continued from page 56

■ Want more information on
Purolator’s decision to make
the UltraShift a standard spec’?
Visit Trucknews.com and watch
the video in the multimedia 
section of the site.

WORTH
REPEATING
"Money spent on

safety must be
viewed as an 

investment – not as
an expense."

– MARK WEAVER,
J.J. KELLER AND ASSOCIATES

WORTH
REPEATING

OWNER/OPERATORS
We Offer

• DELUXE PAYS 90% OF GROSS REVENUE
• PAID BI-WEEKLY
• FUEL CARDS AVAILABLE
• NO PAINT CODE
• NO STARTUP COSTS (ALL PAID BY DELUXE)

We Require

• GREAT ATTITUDE
• MINIMUM 2 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• CRIMINAL SEARCH
• CLEAN CVOR & DL ABSTRACTS
• SAFETY ORIENTED
• LATE MODEL EQUIPMENT

Call the 
Recruiting Department

1-888-509-0002

COMPANY DRIVERS
We Offer
• $O.40-$0.47 PER MILE

EMPTY OR LOADED
• PAID WEEKLY

• OUT OF PROVINCE MEDICAL

• PAID FOR EXTRA PICKUP & DROP

• DEDICATED TRACTOR

Hiring Singles & Teams

OWNER/OPERATORS 
& COMPANY DRIVERS 

WANTED

1-888-509-0002 
or 905-333-6400 ext. 225
Email: sue@deluxefs.com

Owner-Operator 6 month fleet
average $2.30 per mile.

Fuel surcharge included.

ALL FUEL SURCHARGE IS PAID DIRECTLY TO OWN-ER/OPERATORS

WE PROVIDE
• All Base Plates
• All Border Crossings
• Heavy Users Tax (HUT)
• U.S. Border Crossing Decal
• All U.S. Tolls
• All U.S. Licensing
• Wetline installation

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
• Competitive Truck Insurance rates
• Fleet Insurance – includes buy down,

down time, towing and medical insurance
plus optional truck payment insurance

• Excellent fuel prices with company fuel
and credit cards

• Clean and well maintained equipment
• Steady year round volumes
• Dedicated Trailers
• Pre-dispatched Daily
• Optional Weekend Work

Dump Trailer Division
Based in Woodstock, Ont. Beloeil, PQ. and Chicoutimi, PQ.

Call Vern at 1-888-209-3867 or
519-536-1192

All loads pay on per ton basis.
PLUS Fuel Surcharge with a 

minimum per mile guarantee.

All loads pay on per ton basis.
PLUS Fuel Surcharge with a 

minimum per mile guarantee.

Call Vern at 1-888-209-3867 or
519-536-1192

• With their own trailers and insurance welcome.
• We offer Ontario year round work.

INDEPENDENT OPERATORS
• With their own trailers and insurance welcome.

• We offer Ontario year round work.

PRESENTLY HAS THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS AVAILABLE
3 Owner Operators for Michigan B-Trains at $1.45 per mile minimum + F.S.C.
1 Owner Operator for Ont / Mi on aluminum 5 axles.
3 Owner Operators for Ont / Mi on steel 6 axles.
1 Owner Operator for Canada and US on tandems at $1.30 per mile minimum + F.S.C.
1 Company Driver for Canada and US on multi-axle trailers.

PRESENTLY HAS THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS AVAILABLE
3 Owner Operators for Michigan B-Trains at $1.45 per mile minimum + F.S.C.
1 Owner Operator for Ont / Mi on aluminum 5 axles.
3 Owner Operators for Ont / Mi on steel 6 axles.
1 Owner Operator for Canada and US on tandems at $1.30 per mile minimum + F.S.C.
1 Company Driver for Canada and US on multi-axle trailers.

LAIDLAW 

10 Company Drivers for walking floors
from Toronto area to NY State. 
(Daily runs, Home nightly)

10 Company Drivers for walking floors
from Toronto area to NY State. 
(Daily runs, Home nightly)

COMPANY DRIVERS 
AVERAGE 69 CENTS 

PER MILE

LAIDLAW 
C A R R I E R S  B U L K  G P  I N CC A R R I E R S  B U L K  G P  I N C

Career Opportunities
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GALAXY
TRANSPORT, INC.

Requires
OWNER

OPERATOR
TEAMS ONLY
FOR LONG DISTANCE RUNS

✔ With late model tractors

✔ Two years cross border experience

✔ Current clean abstract

✔ Clean criminal record search

✔ Previous reefer experience preferred

Excellent Pay!

For more details please call:

905-456-9416
Visit us at: www.galaxytransport.ca

$1.55/Mile
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NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE,
Ont. – Home Hardware and Pro
Trucking Systems were recently rec-
ognized as two of the safest private
fleets in Canada during the Private
Motor Truck Council’s (PMTC) an-
nual conference. Pro Trucking
Systems of Burlington,Ont.won the
award for the small fleet category
while Home Hardware took top ho-
nours amongst large fleets. The
awards are sponsored by the PMTC
and Zurich.

Pro Trucking Systems has estab-
lished itself as one of the safest small
private fleets in Canada, having won
the award four times in the past 11
years. The fleet delivers time-sensi-
tive materials such as weekly flyers
to more than 200 newspapers. The
company operates six power units
and 13 trailers and runs about
100,000 km per year,while maintain-
ing a clean CVOR.

Much of the miles run by Pro
Trucking Systems is in the Greater
Toronto Area, where there’s plenty
of opportunity to become involved
in a collision.The fleet has a written
safety policy statement as well as a
driver policy, which outlines specific
driver requirements and the respon-
sibilities of management. New driv-
ers must first be assessed by an expe-
rienced driver as well as the
operations manager. Regular safety
meetings are held to allow drivers to
voice safety concerns and CVOR is-

sues.David Chambers,general man-
ager of the fleet was on-hand to 
receive the award.

Home Hardware runs 124 tractors
and more than 400 trailers from
coast-to-coast. Last year, the fleet
racked up 16 million kilometres.The
private fleet delivers 95% of the
goods sold in Home Hardware
stores and operates out of four dis-
tribution centres. More than 75% of
the fleet’s miles are considered
‘long-haul’, making the Home
Hardware fleet fairly unique among
private fleets.

Home Hardware was among the
first fleets to adopt the CSA Carrier
Safety Management system, a pro-
gram that documents all phases of a
carrier’s safety program from the
initial hiring of drivers, through ori-
entation, and continues to monitor
their ongoing performance.

The fleet is so confident in its 

safety record, it recently volunteered
to allow the MTO to do a ‘mock 
audit’ as part of the modernization

of the entire Facility Audit Program.
Home Hardware’s CVOR violation
rate is only 5%. ■■

FLEET NEWS

Safest private fleets honoured

Muir’s lends a
hand for Habitat
for Humanity
BRAMPTON, Ont. – Muir’s
Cartage and Custom Building
Products Canada (CBPC) have
teamed up to provide a “major
donation” for Habitat for
Humanity’s Brampton, Ont.-
based retail outlet.

Muir’s, a Concord, Ont.-based
carrier, helped major supplier
CBPC deliver 40 skids of ThinSet
mortar, pre-mixed grout and
tiling tools and supplies to the
Rutherford Road ReStore in
Brampton. Habitat officials have
said they will share the donation
with Habitat affiliates across
Ontario over the next few
months. ReStore manager, Daryl
Morrison, said he plans to advise
Ontario’s 34 Habitat affiliates
that the tiling products are avail-
able for delivery to any HFH
home build site or to the local
ReStore for distribution to the
public.

“This is yet another example
of the ideal partnerships Habitat
Brampton would like to build
between the public, private and
charity sectors,” Morrison said.

Muir’s Cartage is the core car-
rier for Home Depot in Ontario
and Atlantic Canada. Home
Depot is a national supporter of
Habitat for Humanity and is a
prime sponsor of the Elliott
House Heritage House restora-
tion project in Brampton sched-
uled to be completed later this
summer. ■■

F.T.C. TRANSPORT
Requires

OWNER/OPERATORS & DRIVERS
Running Long Haul to the U.S.
UP TO 3000 MILES PER WEEK Lots of Texas runs

Safety Bonuses WE PAY INSURANCE AND PLATES

• A minimum of 4 years on the road U.S. experience required
• Must be 25 years of age or older   • Fuel Cards available  • Paid Plates

• U.S. Drivers always needed • 99% Full Truckload Carrier 
• Lease to Own Available

At F.T.C.
you’re not just an
Owner/Operator 

but you are a 
respected 
business 

associate and a
team player.

Signing
Bonus 

for all new
Owner 

Operators

For more information contact our recruiting department at:

(905) 945-5177 or 1-877-FTC-TRUX

EARN UP TO $1.28 PER MILE

Call Recruiting:

11--880000--556677--33226600 ext. 243

Currently recruiting experienced
Single and Team highway Drivers.

We’re making sure your next move is done with
confidence during this time of uncertainty.

We offer the stability, pay and the miles
you need to be successful in your career.
If you’re interested in finding out more

about our company,

Kitchener, Ontario

Experienced
Owner/Operators 

& Company Drivers
WE OFFER CHOICE OF:
✓ Flatbed or Van Runs
✓ Short & Longhaul
✓ Part or full time positions
✓ Truckload or peddle runs
✓ Our Trailer or Your Trailer
✓ Number of miles you want to run

WE PROVIDE:
✓ Excellent remuneration package
✓ Well maintained late model equipment
✓ Reliability & honesty
✓ Open door family atmosphere
✓ Dedicated equipment
✓ Lease programs 9 4 3-7 7 6 2

1-877-WIERSMA

For more information 
please contact 
Recruiting at:

Visit us on our web site: www.wiersmatrucking.comVisit us on our web site: www.wiersmatrucking.com

For more information 
please contact 
Recruiting at:
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Purosil, an affiliate of Mission
Rubber Company, has introduced
several fluorocarbon-lined hoses
for the heavy-duty truck market in
response to new EPA regulations.
Designed for combustion residue
resistance and withstanding ex-
treme temperatures, the new hoses
and elbows are reducing truck op-
erating lifetime costs by preventing
failures and increasing the time be-
tween maintenance intervals, the
company says. The development of
Purosil’s fluorocarbon (FC) pro-
gram began in 2005, and now is in-
tegrated into its product line-up in-
cluding Hump Hoses, Charge-Air
Hoses, Turbocharger Hoses and
Elbows. The hoses use DuPont
Viton elastomer to resist diesel fuel
combustion byproducts, providing

a strong chemical bond between
the fluorocarbon liner and the sili-
cone rubber composite structure,
the company says. For more infor-
mation, visit www.purosil.com or
call 800-877-5342.

•
TAG Heuer has come out with a
pair of “night vision” glasses de-
signed exclusively for drivers. The
glasses are designed to correct the
low-light short-sightedness that
most drivers experience between
twilight and sunrise, the company
says. The glasses are reportedly
able to optimize precision and en-
hance perception of contrasts for
improved driver comfort while
driving at night. They were origi-
nally intended for sports car racers
in the 24 Hours of LeMans en-
durance race, however they were
rolled out to the public this spring.
For more information, visit
www.tagheuer.com/eyewear.

•
Oil Eater has introduced a new
transportation spill kit – an all-in-
one professional-grade emergency
clean-up kit for hazardous materi-
als spills. The kit meets DoT re-
quirements, the company says. It
consists of 10 absorbent pads, three
universal snakes, an emergency
check list and protective gloves, all
housed in a water-resistant storage
bag. More information is available
at www.oileater.com or by calling
800-528-0334.

•
A Canadian entrepreneur has in-
vented the magnetic mechanic – a
powerful magnet that fits over the
end of an oil filter and prevents
metal filings from passing through
to the engine where they can cause
damage. The magnet is available in
various sizes and compatible with
different sized oil filters. Its pro-
ducer, Tafcan Consulting, says the
simple solution extends engine life,
is easy to use and is environmental-
ly-friendly. It can be fitted to verti-
cally- and horizontally-mounted
filters. For more information, con-
tact Tafcan at 905-334-3771 or e-
mail tafcan@cogeco.ca.

•
Sterling has created a brochure for its
new Set-Back 113 natural gas truck.
The brochure can be viewed online at
www.sterlingtrucks.com/naturalgas.
Sterling says its natural gas tuck
boasts the lowest emissions in the
industry without sacrificing per-
formance. It’s powered by the
Cummins Westport ISL G engine,
which is already 2010-compliant.
Fuel savings can amount to $6,000
per year, the company says. The
truck is already available in Class 7
and 8 configurations.

NEW PRODUCTS

Truck-Lite has unveiled a new
LED solid-state warning lamp for
use on refuse, construction, mixer
and off-highway trucks. The lamp
meets or exceeds SAE warning
lamp standard J845 Class 1 legal re-
quirements at 12- to 16-volts, the
company says. It is operational
down to 8-volts at temperatures
from - 40 C to + 70 C. The lamp
draws only three amps of current
to flash its 18 diodes, placing very

If you got it, a truck brought it!
For information call 519 843-3412

1-866-526-7379      Fax 519 787-0692
Email: info@fergustruckshow.com  •  Web: www.fergustruckshow.com

Show & Shine Registration – Thursday July 24, 10am – 9pm (for pre-registered)
Trade Show – Set-up Wednesday & Thursday, 9am – 9pm

Music in the Park – Friday, April Wine, Kim Mitchell, David Wilcox
– Saturday Afternoon, The Dixie Flyers, Jessie Farrell, Dawson Reigns

– Saturday night, Cathy Korpi, Gord Bamford, Aaron Pritchett, Steelecounty, sponsored by Castrol
– Sunday, Dry County, Moonshine, Alex J. Robinson, Aaron Lines

Truckpulls- Canada’s Largest Truck & Tractor Pull – featuring North America’s great pullers
– Thursday July 24, 7pm, Great Lakes Truck & Tractor Pullers Association

– Friday July 25, 7pm, Pro Pulling League – Empire State Pullers
– Saturday July 26, 10am, Garden Tractor, single engine mods, mini rods & heavies

– Saturday July 26, 6pm, Pro Pulling League – Empire State Pullers
– Sunday July 27, 12 noon Demolition Derby – Thrill Show Productions

Saturday night BBQ – 6pm – 8pm • Sunday Morning Breakfast – 8am – 10:30am
Show & Shine Awards – Sunday July 27

Family Fun Zone – entertainment and activities for kids, Trucking for Wishes Amusement Area
Sunday morning church service with “Transport for Christ”

Something for the entire family

Show & Shine • Truck Pulls • Trade Shows
Classic Rock and Country Music • Demolition Derby

Show & Shine, Camping registrations and spectator tickets
available at www.fergustruckshow.com

All proceedsto various localcharities andservice groups

This 150+ Million Dollar Weekend* is co-sponsored to date by:
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Gates Open:
Thursday July 24, 6 pm (Truck pulls only) • Friday July 25, noon

Saturday July 26, 9 am • Sunday July 27, 7:30 am

*estimated value of equipment on display

July 24, 25, 26 & 27, 2008
at the Fergus and District 

Community Centre

The Leading Family Entertainment
and Trucking Event in North America

DARLENE TUCKER
5443-SR

CHILD FIND 1-800-387-7962

D.O.B.:  October 19, 1966 

When Last Seen: 

Height:  5'2"

Weight:  110 lbs.

Eye Colour:  Hazel/green

Hair Colour:  Brown
Characteristics: Scar over right eye,
space between front teeth

Missing Since: Summer, 1983  From: Oakville, Ontario

Anyone with information please contact: All Calls Confidential – No Name Required

MISSING
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little stress on a truck’s electrical
system. For more information, visit
www.truck-lite.com.

tomers to increase uptime and pre-
dict maintenance costs while also
providing information about their
fleets, the company says. Carrier
dealers use ViewPoint to provide
customers with information such as:
notifications of maintenance due;
online scheduling; work order gen-
eration for non-emergency repairs;
online view of unit maintenance
and repair history; customized re-
port generation; and quick and easy
identification of problem units. For
more information, visit a Carrier
Transicold dealer or visit
www.trucktrailer.carrier.com.

•
ALK Technologies has released its
PC*Miler 22 product line, with re-
cent routing, mileage and mapping
upgrades. It includes updated truck
restrictions and allowances, toll costs
by weight and axle, custom vehicle
dimension routing and real-time
fuel optimization, the company says.
For more information about the up-
dates, visit www.pcmiler.com. ■■

TELUS has launched three new
GPS applications for business: the
“Asset Tracker,” the “Resource
Tracker,” and the “Track and
Dispatch.” According to TELUS,
the Asset Tracker enables busi-
nesses to keep track of assets
large and small; the Resource
Tracker allows businesses to in-
crease safety and productivity
through real-time location moni-
toring of workers; and the Track
and Dispatch system gives the
home office the ability to deter-
mine which is the closest mobile
worker to a new job assignment or
to immediately dispatch help if a
worker needs assistance. Both
Resource Tracker and Track and
Dispatch are now available on
PCS BlackBerry and Windows
Mobile smart phones. For more
info, visit a Telus retailer.

•

Blue Sky Network has introduced
its D411 satellite fleet tracking so-
lution, which the company touts as
its simplest and most affordable
fleet tracking system. It’s designed
for fleets operating in remote areas
with unreliable cellular coverage,
and provides near real-time visibil-
ity of vehicles, the company says.
For more information, visit
www.blueskynetwork.com.

•

Carrier Transicold has introduced a
new asset management tool to assist
with its RoadCare contract mainte-
nance programs. ViewPoint is a
Web-based tool that allows cus-

OWNER-OPERATORS

With other plans, every month that goes by that you don’t have a
claim means your hard-earned premium payments are gone forever!!!

Join the thousands of Owner Operators who have discovered the better way.

The “Personal Accident Compensation Plan”
underwritten by The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company

pays you a monthly income if you can’t work due to an injury or illness
and the Return of Premiums benefits guarantees to return 100% of the

premiums you have paid, in claims or cash, tax-free!

Are You Tired of Throwing Your
Disability Insurance Premiums Out The Windows?

You Can Have Your Cake and Eat It Too. Don’t Wait . . . Call Today!

OWNER-OPERATORS

Toll-Free: 1-800-265-4275
www.innovativeinsurance.ca

INNOVATIVE INSURANCE AGENCIESINNOVATIVE INSURANCE AGENCIES

Toll-Free: 1-800-265-4275
www.innovativeinsurance.ca

2007 INTERNATIONAL 9400i

CAT C-15, 435 H.P., FRO-15210C, 12 & 40 AXLES, AIR RIDE,
3.70 RATIO, 245 MILES, BRAND NEW, DAMAGED IN SHIP-
PING, CERTIFIED & E-TESTED. $95,000.

244" WHEELBASE, MERCEDES 460, RTLO-16913A, 12 F/A x 40
R/A, BALANCE OF MANUFACTURER’S WARRANTY, 250,000 KMS,
CERTIFIED & E-TESTED. $75,000.

WWW.PALING.COM

SALES  ~  COLLISION  ~  SALVAGE

409 Nash Road North, Hamilton, Ontario • 1 800 563 8000 - 905 561 3444 - FAX 905 561 5233

2007 FREIGHTLINER CLASSIC
DAY CAB

Specialists in Truck & Industrial Radiators

•• OUR WARRANTY COVERS YOU
ACROSS CANADA & THE U.S.

• WE SHIP ACROSS CANADA       

• FREE INSPECTION & ESTIMATE
• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

5900 Dixie Rd., Unit 11, Mississauga, Ont. L4W 1E9
(905) 670-3696 • 1-800-716-3081 • Fax: (905) 670-2283
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY (SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

4 HOUR DRIVE-THRU SERVICE (MOST TRUCKS)

Shawson Di
xi

e 
Ro

ad

Britannia Rd

Hwy 401
N

Western Star Bottom Tank $260.

Peterbilt Bottom Tank $270.

Freightliner Side Tanks $160 ea

Freightliner Reservoir Tank $420.

MADE IN CANADA. ALL UNITS IN STOCK!

$195.

$220. $340.

$130. ea

FREIGHTLINER 
FLD 120 BOLT-ON

RADIATOR 

SummerSpecial!

Call for pricing!

FREIGHTLINER 
FLD 120 BOLT-ON

RADIATOR 
Call for pricing!
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By James Menzies
PEORIA, Ill. – Caterpillar has an-
nounced it is pulling out of the
North American on-highway en-
gine market in 2010. However, at
the same time, the company an-
nounced a strategic alliance with
Navistar that will result in a Cat-
branded severe-service truck.

George Taylor, director, global
on-highway with Caterpillar, said
Cat chose not to produce
EPA2010-compliant engines be-
cause the continuing shift towards
vertical integration will eventual-
ly put independent engine suppli-
ers at a major disadvantage.

“The writing’s on the wall for

independent engine suppliers,”
said Taylor. “When you look at an
industry that year in, year out,
runs 240,000-250,000 units, and
capacity is up to 500,000 units, it’s
going to be increasingly difficult
to participate in the industry as
an independent engine supplier.
We wanted to proactively take ac-
tion before getting backed into a
corner.”

The company will continue to
sell Cat engines right up until
2010 and will service and support
those engines for their entire lifes-
pans, Taylor said. There are cur-
rently about 1.6 million Cat on-
highway truck engines in service.

“Nothing changes through
2009,” said Taylor.“Caterpillar en-
gines can be purchased and oper-
ated in confidence.”

Meanwhile, Cat and Navistar
will jointly build a Caterpillar-
branded severe-service truck for
logging, construction, oilfield,
lowboy and other vocational ap-
plications.The first of these trucks
is expected to be launched in
2010, and it will have Navistar
power under the hood, according
to officials. The Cat truck will 
be designed to compliment
Caterpillar’s current line of con-
struction equipment.

“While we’ll use some compo-
nents off our existing product line,
the Caterpillar product will be
distinct in that it will be a
Caterpillar product,” said Phil
Christman, vice-president and
general manager, severe-service
vehicle center, Navistar.

Caterpillar and Navistar will
also leverage their alliance to-
wards extending their global
reach.

“With this alliance, we’re now
able to offer our customers the
right vehicle for the right applica-
tions, potentially through more
than 4,700 points of distribution
around the world,” said Mark
Stasell, vice-president and general
manager, diversified operations
with Navistar.

“It fits perfectly with our over-
all growth strategy to leverage our
assets and those which others
have built.”

Navistar will also tap into
Caterpillar’s resources when it
comes to developing future en-
gine technologies, and the compa-
ny maintains that it will not use
Selective Catalytic Reduction
(SCR) on either mid-range or
heavy-duty engines.

“Caterpillar and ourselves are
committed to a non-SCR path and
will continue to develop those
technologies,” said Eric Tech,
vice-president and general man-
ager, Navistar Engine Group.

The agreement between the two
companies is at this point, a “non-
binding MoU”, however Taylor
said “both parties are positive
about the dynamics between us.” ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:843; 855;

@COMPANYINARTICLE:023590476; 018451203;

OEM/DEALER NEWS

Cat to withdraw from NA
on-highway engine market
Will build a Cat-branded truck with Navistar

DEPENDABLE
Truck&Tank

L I M I T E D
BRAMPTON, ONTARIO

Call our Watts Line 
from anywhere in Canada    1-800-268-0871

Ask for
Mike Trotter 

905-453-6724
MANUFACTURERS OF ALUMINUM AND STEEL TANKS
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2000 INTERNATIONAL c/w 13,000 litre four compartment aluminum tank,
dual pumpingand metering equipment, Midcom, DOT certified, tank 
CSA-B260. 2 Units Available. Stock #501 & 502

1998 FORD c/w 11,500 2 compartment aluminum tank, single pumping
and meterinmg equipment, Safetied and certified. Stock #577

2002 FREIGHTLINER CABOVER, 18,500 liter 4 compartment aluminum
tank dual pumping and metering, Saftied and certified. Stock #579

NEW PROPANE 2008 INTERNATIONAL, c/w 3499 USWG propane 
bobtail, rear delivery, side fill. Stock #541

1998 FREIGHTLINER TRI-AXLE c/w 22,000 liter 4 compartment 
aluminum, b/l, v/r, dual pumping, Safetied and certified. Stock #545

WATER TRUCKS FOR SALE!

1999 STERLING c/w 13,000 liter 4 compartment aluminum tank, dual
pumping and metering equipment, Safetied and certified. Stock #576

2002 FREIGHTLINER TRACTOR c/w 57,000 litre 5 compartment 
aluminum five axle trailer, b/l, v/r, Safetied and certified. Stock #589

WE RENT TANKERS!

WATER TRUCKS FOR SALE!
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By James Menzies
TORONTO, Ont. – Eaton’s
Hydraulic Launch Assist (HLA)
hybrid system was on display in
Canada for the first time recently
at the City of Toronto’s Green
Fleet Expo. A Peterbilt Model 320
refuse truck decked out in Waste
Management livery was on display
at the show, where it attracted
much attention from municipal
fleet managers in attendance. The
HLA hybrid system will go into
production later this year on
Peterbilt trucks.

Eaton designed the HLA sys-
tem which, like its hybrid-electric
system, generates power under
braking. However it does not 
require an electric motor or bat-
tery pack. Regenerative braking 
occurs when the driver takes their
foot off the gas.

“As it’s slowing down, the pump
is engaged,” Vincent Duray, chief
engineer, hydraulic hybrids with
Eaton told Truck News. “It’s pres-
surizing the accumulator and
through that increasing pressure
you’re actually slowing the vehicle
down. When you step back on the
gas, that energy is re-applied back
to the drivetrain.”

The regenerative braking
process slows the truck to 2 mph.
The driver brings the truck to a
complete stop by applying the
brake pedal.As a result, brake life
is extended at least 250%, Duray
said. The system also improves
fuel mileage by 20-30% by assist-
ing the diesel engine during
launches, and it allows trash col-
lectors to pick up more bins per
day thanks to the instantaneous
power transfer at starts.

Even without government in-
centives, Duray said a payback pe-
riod of three to five years is expect-
ed in refuse applications.

The hybrid components are
mounted on the frame rail under-
neath the body. They collectively
weigh about 1,200 lbs, but Eaton
is still working on reducing some
of that weight. It’s a parallel sys-
tem, meaning the truck can still be
operated if the HLA system is 
off line.

Eaton’s HLA hybrid system is
ideal for stop-and-go applications

such as refuse. Its hybrid-electric
system is better suited for applica-
tions where the electric motor can
be used to power auxiliary devices
such as a man lift.

“We are going to let the applica-
tion decide which is best for that
particular service and application
so we don’t have to force one solu-
tion that may not be the best,” ex-
plained Duray. “Our viewpoint is,
let the market decide (which tech-
nology is best).”

Eaton’s HLA system will be
available in two modes: perform-
ance and economy. Performance
mode is intended for applications
where the vehicle can take advan-
tage of the extra power during fre-
quent starts. In performance mode,
vehicle acceleration is improved
by 26%. In economy mode, engine
torque is limited so even greater
fuel savings are attained, Eaton 
officials claim. This would be ideal
for smaller trucks or those working
in tight spaces with fewer starts
and stops.

Inside the cab, a small display
shows the driver the state of
charge as well as fault codes and
service lights. Maintenance is 
simple, Duray said, since servicing
requirements have been synched
up with general preventive mainte-
nance schedules. The HLA system
is designed to last 10 years, which is
the typical life-cycle of a refuse
truck.

Peterbilt announced availability
of its low cab-forward Model 320
with the HLA system at this year’s
Mid-America Trucking Show. ■■

Eaton showcases hydraulic hybrid
system in Canada for first time

CANADIAN DEBUT: Eaton’s hydraulic
hybrid system was demonstrated 
at the City of Toronto’s Green Fleet
Expo recently.

Photo by James Menzies

ON-SITE KINGPIN REMANUFACTURING
• Superior Equipment
• Exceeds SAE and DOT specifications/regulations
• Only Company to test SAE J133 & J400

• Patented in U.S.A. & Canada
• Guaranteed Workmanship
• Fully Insured

Re-manufacturing a kingpin gives the fifth wheel the proper
bearing surface, extending the life of the fifth wheel and
decreasing the abuse to the bolster plate and kingpin.

KINGPIN GAUGES
Top Quality aluminum Kingpin gauges. Won’t stretch.

MOBILE SERVICE
Visit our Website at: www.kingpinspecialists.com

E-mail: rkingpin69@aol.com
Call us Toll Free @

1-888-221-7774
For the Dealer Nearest You

TOLL FREE NUMBERS FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER

Quebec and the Maritimes 1-888-939-1011
Ontario 1-888-221-7774
Western (Alberta & Saskatchewan) 1-877-912-1209
British Columbia 1-888-580-8484
In the U.S. 1-888-221-7774

www.kingpinspecialists.com  • rkingpin69@aol.com

CWB CERTIFIED COMPANY • CWB CERTIFIED WELDERS

This month’s 

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

is brought to you by

TRY IT ONLINE AT WWW.TRUCKNEWS.COM

Increase Fuel Economy Increase Horsepower
Decrease Emissions

Tel: 877-526-7728

AVAILABLE AT:

Dallas Show
Booth # 9000

DIESEL PLUS LTD.
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia

HARRINGTON DIESEL
Calgary, Alberta

TRUCKS UNLIMITED
Steinbach, Manitoba
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NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE,
Ont. – Three more exemplary
drivers were inducted into the
Private Motor Truck Council of
Canada’s (PMTC) Hall of Fame
for Professional Drivers at the
group’s recent convention.

The Hall of Fame, sponsored by
CPC Logistics and hosted on the
PMTC’s Web site (www.pmtc.ca),
provides recognition for some of
the industry’s safest and most pro-
fessional drivers.

“We read and hear a lot about
the shortage of qualified drivers
in North America,” said PMTC
president Bruce Richards.

“But we don’t hear nearly
enough about the true profes-
sionals that have served the
trucking industry for years with
safety records that are astound-
ing. The Hall of Fame was de-

signed to give recognition to
these individuals who have con-
tributed to the betterment of the
trucking community while accu-
mulating years of safe driving –
the true professionals.”

Laverne Martin has been haul-
ing freight for Home Hardware
for more than 43 years. He was
hired in 1964 by Home Hardware
founder,Walter Hachborn. Martin
regularly sits on the company’s
safety committee, helping to de-
termine whether or not accidents
were preventable.

Martin has racked up more than
four million miles for Home
Hardware and has often assisted
other motorists in need. The first
truck he drove for the private
fleet was a Chevy with an in-line,
six-cylinder gas engine and 16-
foot box.

Joining Martin in the Hall of
Fame is George Barnes, a senior
driver with Tona Transport.
Barnes is known for his dedica-
tion to the job – having missed
fewer than 10 days due to 
illness in a driving career that
spans 37 years.

Barnes is an active participant
in safety meetings and has accu-
mulated over three million miles
without an accident.

Bruce Wilson was the third 2008
inductee to the Hall of Fame. He
works for Global Driver Services
and is contracted to John Deere in
Grimsby, Ont.

Wilson has hauled for John
Deere since 1984 and has accrued
2.4 million accident-free miles for
the company. Safety and profes-
sionalism are two words often
used to describe Wilson. ■■

Trans East
Trailers has ap-
pointed Gary
Bell to the posi-
tion of vice-pres-
ident of sales.
Bell joins the
Moncton-based
sales staff with
many years of
experience in
both sales and manufacturing. For
more information, call Bell at 800-
361-0529.

•
Former secretary-treasurer of the
Toronto Transportation Club
Murray Symes passed away sud-
denly on July 6, according to a re-
lease from the group’s executive.
Symes became a member in 1992
and acted as secretary-treasurer for
the club from 1997 to 2001. In 2001
he chose to step down from this po-
sition, but continued to be very
much involved in the production of
the members’ roster. His attention
to detail gave the roster the accura-
cy the members wanted, according
to officials, who called Symes a
“pleasure” to work with. Marilyn
Symes has asked that memorial do-
nations be directed to the Heart
and Stroke Foundation of Ontario
www.heartandstroke.ca.

•
Ken Hartman has been named serv-
ice contracts business development
manager for Thermo King, responsi-
ble for leading strategic business de-
velopment, sales and marketing for
the company’s service contracts
business. Hartman was previously
the district parts manager for
Thermo King’s southwest territory,
where he was named District Parts
Manager of the Year for 2007. Prior
to joining Thermo King, Hartman
worked for Snap-on Tools, and was
most recently the western regional
manager for chief automotive tech-
nologies. “I look forward to leverag-
ing our strong dealer network and
working with our customers to en-
hance our current service contract
offerings, and to further solidify
Thermo King’s position as the indus-
try’s total solutions provider,”
Hartman said. ■■

PEOPLE

PMTC inducts three drivers into Hall of Fame
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Dear Editor:

I found some of the quotes in the
June ‘Rate Wars’ article to be quite
disturbing. Most disturbing were the
comments of Ray Haight of
MacKinnon Transport, a company I
have a great deal of respect for. He
worries that “smaller carriers will
find a way to survive by putting
more hours on their trucks on a dai-
ly basis.” Could this industry, for
once, stop laying the blame for all in-
dustry problems on the shoulders of
smaller carriers? 

We are all, regardless of size,
bound by the same laws,and with to-
day’s technology able to track bor-
der crossing times with a mouse-
click, no-one is successfully playing
games with hours-of-service any-
more. As far as surviving, we’re do-
ing just fine without breaking the
rules. While large carriers slaughter
each other over seeing who can
work cheaper, we smaller carriers
continue to do well, in large part be-
cause we don’t deal with huge cor-
porations who refuse to pay ade-
quate fuel surcharges.

Later, he parrots the same tired
OTA phrase about speed limiters
leveling the playing field. It is not the
place of lawmakers to level any
playing field, and as far as speeding,
OPEC has taken care of that issue
quite nicely.

As well, as I have repeatedly
screamed to deaf ears, that in the
heavy haul sector, the ability to uti-
lize short bursts of speed over 105

km/h will actually reduce fuel con-
sumption and traffic congestion.
This is reliant, however, on these
trucks being operated by qualified
professionals, not overzealous, care-
less cowboys.

I would also like to comment on
Kevin Snobel’s comments regarding
those most likely to cut rates to be
‘inexperienced players.’ I would half
agree with this statement. The last
two years have seen the competitive
thorn in my side to be equally split
between rookie carriers (most have
either gone broke or ran out of cus-
tomers because of horrid service),
and long-established carriers who,
frankly, should be the first to know
better than to work for the rates
they are offering. I’ve seen as much,
if not more, too-cheap freight grant-
ed to the 500-plus truck carriers as
the newcomers.

I would invite the CEO of any
large carrier to compare earned rev-
enue per mile figures with any carri-
er of less than 50 trucks. I under-
stand the concept that the larger
companies have lower operating
costs, I just don’t understand why
this translates into the offering of
less than market freight rates.

If everyone charged what we are
worth, the cheap freight could stay
where it originated, the driver short-
age would be history, and unquali-
fied drivers could go back to flipping
burgers instead of flipping trucks. ■■

Bill Cameron 
Parks Transportation

MAIL
It’s not always the small carriers

Home Sign Half TAB Pg.indd   1 6/12/08   2:12:12 PM

trucknews.com
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Dear Editor:

I’m a dedicated driver and I run
from Oshawa to Windsor every
day, but every day I see something
that is really getting to me: a sign
that says ‘Fatigue kills, take a
break,’ and then 25 km later I see a
sign that says ‘Service center tem-
porarily closed.’

I understand these service cen-
ters need to be worked on, but
why can’t they bring in a trailer to
serve coffee or even just leave the
truck lot open? 

Closing these service centres is
causing drivers to look for spots
where there simply isn’t enough
room.

I ran with a driver from Kansas
and for about a half-hour helped
him try to find a spot, but the
Tilbury service centre is closed up
tight and at the time the Pilot was
full.

Something needs to be done
about the lack of parking for us,
it’s getting harder and harder to
find a spot at the edges of
Ontario. ■■

Troy Barnes
Via e-mail

MAIL

Fatigue kills,
but where do
we go to rest?

Letters to the editor
Have you got a complaint, com-
pliment, criticism or question? 

We’d like to hear about it.
Send your letters to the editor

to Truck News, 12 Concorde
Place, Toronto, Ontario, M3C
4J2.

Or fax  your letter to 416-510-
5143.

You can also e-mail your 
comments or letters to 
jmenzies@trucknews.com. ■■

www.texisexhaust.com
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ARE YOU HAVING
PROBLEMS

installing bodies on new chassis because 
of the exhaust system configuration? 

WE SOLVE
THOSE PROBLEMS!

CATALYTIC MUFFLERCUSTOM EXHAUST SYSTEMS DESIGN

SIDE FRAME SADDLE BOXES HEADACHE RACKS 
CAB GUARDS

UTILITY BOXES

Modifications done for new catalytic or 
EGR engines with no EPA Standard loss. INCLUDING 2008

ENGINES!

• MANUFACTURING

• SALES

• SERVICE/FLUSH

• MANUFACTURING

• SALES

• SERVICE/FLUSH

WIDE 

SELECTION

PROFESSIONAL

INSTALLATION

ALUMINUM ACCESSORIES

E-mail:
kpenner@trucknews.com

Also Advertise On-line at: 
www.trucknews.com

$129.00

w/Picture

$99.00

Copy only

Ad runs one month

classifieds CLASSIFIEDS classifieds classifieds
ifieds CLASSIFIEDS ifieds classifiedsCLASS

ClassifiedsClassifieds

299 Mill Rd., Unit 1510 Etobicoke, ON M9C 4V9
Wally Loucks (416) 626-1794  Fax: (416) 626-5512

Lease To Own
Commercial, Industrial and Residential,

Garages, Workshops, Equipment Storage,
Warehouses, Offices, Quonsets.

BEFORE YOU BUILD CALL OR WRITE
25 Years in the Building Business 

299 Mill Rd., Unit # 1510, Etobicoke On M9C 4V9

Phone (416) 626-1794

TOLL FREE 1-877-743-5888
www.a-ztech.on.ca
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comic book hero. He decided instead to
head into the restaurant and see what
was going on. As he walked across the
lot, Mark made sure he had his cell
phone with him, and that it was fully
charged since a clear picture of the
man's face might be a good thing to
have.

The restaurant was half full with pa-
trons scattered about the room one or
two to a table. However there was one
table that held six men, the bandit
among them. Mark sat down at an emp-
ty table next to the men so that he was sit-
ting directly across from the bandit.

"What'll you have?" asked the wait-
ress before Mark was settled in. 

"Huh?'
She smiled at him and repeated the

words as if they'd been prerecorded
and played a hundred times a day.
"What'll you have?"

"Oh, how about an empty fuel tank."
Now it was the waitress's turn to say,

"Huh?"
Mark smiled, glanced at the menu and

said, "Steak sandwich and salad."
She poured Mark a cup of coffee and

was gone. 
As Mark stirred sugar and cream into

his coffee, he studied the other men sit-
ting around the table with the bandit. If
he'd had hopes of catching the man and
turning him into police before, those
thoughts were gone now. While the 
bandit was a mean looking piece of
work on his own, every other guy at the
table had either fewer teeth or more 
tattoos than he did. 

And they all seemed to be good
friends, laughing and slapping each oth-
er on the back as if it were old-home
week. If Mark approached the bandit
here, in front of all his buddies, he'd like-
ly get his ass kicked...or worse. No, this
was a situation that required more
thought and cunning.

The prospect of a challenge brought a
smile to Mark's face. In fact, he had an
idea.

When the waitress returned with his
sandwich and salad, Mark asked if he
could have them to go. Then he got out
his phone and pretended to make a call.
But instead of punching in phone num-
bers, Mark held the phone in front of him
and pressed a button the moment the
camera had put the proper image onto
the screen. That done, he met the wait-
ress at the cash and paid for his dinner.
Then went to the truck stop's Internet cafe
to enjoy his sandwich and spend a little
time on the Web.

The first site Mark visited was Google,
the Internet's biggest and best search en-
gine, which he used to find a half-dozen

than enough time to get things done.
He returned to the computer, keyed in

the first address, then began typing:
Dear Sir/Madam;
I'm writing to inform you about...
It took Mark over an hour to write to

everyone on his list, but when he signed
off the last e-mail with:

Yours truly,
A Concerned Trucker.
He felt as if he'd done a full day's

work. 
Still, the day was not over yet. On

Mark's way out he stopped by the cash
to pick up a mint, but before he could
pick one up he noticed there was a
stand next to the cash where they kept all
the fixin’s for coffees to go. Instinctively,
he picked up a few napkins since you
could never have too many of those, but
it wasn't long before his attention shifted
to the sugar. Sugar, he thought. Does ter-
rible things to an engine once it gets into
the tanks. But how does sugar get into
fuel tanks in the first place? Well, some-
one had to put it there...someone like,
well, Mark Dalton.

A quick look left and right, and Mark
jammed two handfuls of sugar into his
pockets. Then, as he headed for the

door, he checked one last time on the
bandit. The man was busy buying anoth-
er round for the table.

Must be nice to be able to afford a few
rounds, Mark thought. Then again, if
you're not paying for fuel what's the
price of a few beers? That made Mark
even angrier, and as he headed out to-
ward the bandit's truck, sugar in his fuel
tank suddenly wasn't enough anymore.
Surely he could think of something better
– or worse – that would punish the man
and the not the truck he was driving.

Then, as he walked past the fuel
pumps, it came to him. This truck stop,
like most others in rural areas on the
Prairies, sold two kinds of fuel – regular
diesel for trucks, and coloured diesel for
use in agricultural vehicles.

Instead of heading for the bandit's
truck, Mark went to Mother Load and
used his key to open up a storage com-
partment on the outside of the cab. In it
was a Jerry can he kept for filling reefer
tanks, and for added insurance when he
travelled to unfamiliar destinations. He'd
never used the Jerry can to exact revenge
on a fellow trucker, but there was always
a first time for everything. Mark walked
the Jerry can over to the fuel pumps and
filled it up. The can was heavy on the
way back, but Mark bore the burden
gladly. He also didn't mind stopping off
at the bandit's rig before continuing on
toward Mother Load. It delayed Mark's
departure from the truck stop a few min-
utes, but he considered it time well spent
since the little pit stop would probably en-
sure that the bandit's days of thieving
would soon be over for good. ■■

- Mark Dalton returns next month in the 
conclusion of Dalton and the Bandit

The story so far...
After a long day on the road, Mark turns in for
the night. Since it’s cold that evening, he turns
on his auxiliary power unit to keep his cab
warm. In the morning, he finds his fuel tanks
empty and realizes he’d been robbed during the
night. To comfort himself, Mark has a breakfast
of chocolate chip pancakes and spends some
time watching "stupid trucker" videos on
YouTube, then he heads back out on the road.

The next night, Mark goes to bed without the
assistance of his APU. Nevertheless he wakes
up in the night to the sound of something 
humming nearby. He checks it out and discovers
a huge, tattooed biker type pumping fuel from
his tanks. Rather than confront the man, Mark 
captures his image on his cell phone, then makes
some noise inside the cab to scare the bandit
away…

•
Mark pulled in for the night at a 
truck stop outside Swift Current,
Saskatchewan. He had a couple more
days to reach the port of Vancouver so
there was no reason to push his mileage
and hours of service to get there.
Besides, this stop was one of the better
ones along the route with all the modern
conveniences and Mark could sure use
a shower before dinner.

But as he pulled into the lot, he was
struck by a familiar sight. At the far end,
parked in the wrong direction right next
to a Hunt truck was the light green and
blue "Dobb and Ithaca" trailer of the
bandit. 

"We meet again," Mark said under
his breath as he guided Mother Load 
toward that end of the lot.

From the way the bandit was parked,
it wasn't too difficult to figure out what
was going on. Obviously, the bandit
was stealing fuel again, and some
anonymous owner/operator was going
to be ripped off and have trouble mak-
ing next month's payments. "Not if I can
help it," thought Mark.

He parked opposite the bandit so he
could have a clear view of the space be-
tween the two trucks. Hopefully, if the
light was good, Mark might be able to
get another bit of footage of the bandit
stealing fuel, but as he eased Mother
Load into position it was clear that the
bandit had already done his business.
There were several wet spots on the
pavement between the trucks where fuel
had been spilled. And since the stains
still looked fresh, there was a chance
that the bandit himself would be inside
the truck stop for a while.

If that were true, then maybe Mark
could catch the man and bring him to
justice. Mark shook his head at that,
thinking it made him sound like some

By Edo van Belkom

PART 3

Mark Dalton

FICTION

The continuing adventures of Mark Dalton: Owner/Operator
brought to you by

MICHELIN NORTH AMERICA (CANADA) INC.

different e-mail addresses. When he was
satisfied he had enough addresses, he
brought out his phone and a cable that
connected the phone to one of the com-
puter's USB ports.

But before he did anything further, he
got up from his seat and walked over to
the entrance of the restaurant to make
sure the bandit was still swapping stories
with his buddies and wouldn't be getting
up for a while. When the waitress
brought the men a new round of beers,
Mark smiled knowing he'd have more
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Summer is finally here. Backyard
barbecues, cold beer and with any
luck, a well-deserved vacation and
a break from your daily routine.

With business conditions the
way they are, that well-deserved
vacation may be but a distant
speck on the horizon.

If indeed it is, you’re not alone.
Instead of tossing a line in the 
water, the only line many will see
this summer is to the left of their
rig as they roll down the 401.

It’s a sign of the times.
Everyone’s margins are being
squeezed, not just yours. It seems
the only way to increase the bot-
tom line these days is to reduce
expenses.

Thankfully, technology is ad-
vancing at a pace that allows us to
do just that. Saving that one-quar-

ter or one-half per cent on operat-
ing expenses annually can add up
to some big bucks.

That being said, in order to in-
vest in that cool new technology
you need to have something
called cash (what colour is it these
days, anyway)? 

Calculating the payback time
on any investment is key, so be-
fore you jump in, please do your
homework.

Sooner or later, the economy
will get better. Rates will increase

and we will see better times. I’ve
said it before: If you feel that
you’re not maximizing your bot-
tom line, find yourself a good
business consultant that special-
izes in trucking.

Talk to other truckers and 
keep an open mind. Just because
you are a great driver doesn’t
mean you’ll be a successful 
owner/operator.

Now, saying all that, let’s get
back to that vacation. If you can’t
get a full week, squeeze in a few
long weekends.

That extra day can make a huge
difference. Plan on taking in the
Fergus Truck Show. If you haven’t
been before, it’s the largest own-
er/operator show in the country.
Being held July 24-27 in Fergus
(go figure) it’s a great time and

there is something for the entire
family.

Don’t leave without trying a
back bacon on a bun. There are
several vendors who offer this
delicacy. Every year, my choles-
terol takes a beating during this
weekend, and I love it! 

Friday night at 8 p.m., please
drop by the main stage. Just be-
fore April Wine cranks it up,
we’ll be presenting the 2008
Owner/Operator of the Year
award on behalf of our sponsors,
Freightliner, Goodyear and
Markel Insurance. See you at the
show! ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:862;

OPINION

Publisher’s
Comment
Rob
Wilkins

– Rob Wilkins is the publisher of
Truck News and he can be reached
at 416-510-5123.

Times are tough, but try to take a break this summer

pg 69 tn aug v3  7/11/08  4:40 PM  Page 69



August 2008Page 70 TRUCK NEWS

BOWMANVILLE, Ont. – With
fuel prices rising to unreasonable
heights, drivers worldwide have
had to find ways to cope with the
price at the pump. Some truckers
have the luxury of a well-financed
company ready to help their em-
ployees with incentive programs
and updated equipment. Others
have had a much more difficult
time coping with the high price of
fuel, fearing the worst may come
as a result of this massive blow to
the trucking industry. Truck News
stopped by the Fifth Wheel Truck
Stop in Bowmanville, Ont. to find
out how drivers are managing at
the pump.

•
Ricky Douthwrought, a driver for
Fillmore Trucking, has found a
simple solution to help offset the
fuel prices, however feels that
there really isn’t much you can
do.“Now I slow down a lot more,”
he said, “and I never idle.”

•

Michael Reed is a company driver
based out of New Brunswick. He
says his fleet has encouraged its

employees to drive slower by of-
fering incentives and bonuses. But
a new truck would help, he says.

“They give you a constant re-
minder, like ‘Don’t let your truck
sit around’,” he told Truck News.
“It’s always in the shop, you know,
getting maintenance, and they’re
always sending me messages on
how I can save fuel.

“They say ‘no idling,’ and try
and get me to drive slower, but my
truck doesn’t get good fuel
mileage so I don’t bother. See,
there’s a fuel bonus and a safety
bonus. If you make 6.1 mpg you

can make the fuel bonus, but my
truck won’t make 6.1, so hammer
down. The newer trucks, they’re
getting about 7.1. Maybe if I was
driving a newer truck I could slow
down a couple kilometres and still
make my fuel bonus, that’s my
theory. It’s $150 for fuel bonus
and $150 for safety bonus, so if I
don’t crash then I’ll get the safety
bonus.”

•

According to Jim Anderson of
MacKinnon Transport, his em-
ployers are trying to take down
his speed mechanically.

“They wanna roll back the
speed limiters. We’re at 65 right
now they wanna roll it back to 62,
but they haven’t offered any in-
centives as of yet. So far that’s all
they’re doing.”

•
Barry Tripp, who runs his own
trucking company out of Ottawa,
feels like there’s nothing he can
really do about the rising price of
fuel.

“Well, we only have a couple
trucks so it’s not really a big thing.
We’re driving slower and we’re al-
ways conscious, but there’s only so
much you can do. There are no 
incentives.”

•

Carl Reed is fortunate enough to
have a fuel cap from his employ-
ers at Kriska Transportation, how-
ever he fears for the safety of his
job in light of the rising price of
fuel.

“We’ve got a fuel cap at our
place, so for the moment we’re al-
right,” said Reed. “I’m running 60
miles an hour now and it seems to
be increasing the fuel mileage on
the truck itself so it’s helping.
What else can you do, right? It’s
ridiculous. I feel bad for the guys
who have got to pay for the full
pump price, but what can you do?
The economy is not very good,
I’m still working but who knows?
It’s one of those things where
you’ve got a job one day and you
might not the next.” ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:862;

TSQ

Truck Stop
Question

Jared Lindzon
Special to Truck News

How is your company
coping with the high
price of fuel?

Michael
Reed Jim

Anderson

Carl 
Reed

– Jared Lindzon is enrolled in media
studies at the University of Western
Ontario and will be working as a
summer intern at Business
Infomation Group. He can be
reached at jlindzon@bizinfogroup.ca.

2008 REINKE ALL-ALUMINUM 48' FLATDECKS
A/R, Sliding Winches, Chain Tie Downs, 9,150 Lbs. 

Premium Product.

50 TON & 60 TON FLOATS
CALL NOW FOR

SPECIFICATIONS 
AND PRICING.

(20) 2001-2004 53' MANAC DRY VANS, A/R,
Logistics, Barn Doors, Aluminum and Trans.
Roofs, Galvanized Rear Frames, Excellent Shape.
Lease Packages Available In-house.

2009 53' DRY VANS 
Stoughton and Wabash.

In Stock! Available for Sale / Lease.
CALL TODAY!

REVERSE-B TRAIN 
Maximize your Payload!

Moving Fast!

(50) 1994-1996 53' Dry Vans, Fleet Maintained,
Various Makes and Models. 
Lease  to Own for as low as $155.00. per month OAC.

(20) 2003 Stoughton 53' Dry Vans, Aluminum
post and panel, Air-ride,  Logistics, Barn doors,
Translucent roof, Plywood runner throughout,
Clean, Units certified ready to work!! Lease to
own @ $350 per month. OAC.

USED TRAILERS WANTED A/R Dry Vans Large Lots (100-200) • From 1999 to 2004 

(4) 2000-2003 Wabash & Utility 53' Reefer
Vans, Air-ride, E-Tracking, Carrier Ultra and TK
Units, Stainless Front & Rear, Barn Doors,
Aluminum Rims, LED Lights, Black or White
Available.

(1)2008 Utility 53' Reefer Van w/ the New Carrier X2 2100
Chrome unit, 53' High cube, e-track, aluminum polished
Durabrite rims, LED light  package, stainless front & rear
doors & rear door case, alum. duct floor. Promo unit Priced
to Sell!! Lease to own @ $1,100/mo. OAC.

(10) 2000 53' MANAC DRY VANS Aluminum Post 
& Panel,Air-ride, Logisitcs,Trans& alum roofs,
Barn doors, Certified clean units, Priced right!

(50) 2008 Composite 
Plate Van for Lease

Come and see our Demo!

Toronto Head Office Our New Concord Location

IN STOCK 2008 20'- 45' AND 40'- 53'
TANDEMS & TRIDEMS

EXTENDIBLE GOOSENECK CHASSIS 

New Stock 
Ready to Run!

• (5) 40-53' Extendble Tridems 
• (10) 20-40 Heavy Duty

Extendible Tridems
• (5) 20-45' Extendible Tandems
• (20) 20-45' Extendbile Tridems
• (5) Reverse-B Train Sets 

20'-40' HD Slider New Model

All units spec'd 
with 11 R 22.5 Tires,

Hub piloted rims 
& upgraded LED/Chrome 

light package!

BELLEVILLE      (613) 961-5020
DON McINROY (613) 921-3703

TORONTO HEAD OFFICE
1-800-806-7635
(905) 888-6060

KITCHENER    
(519) 895-0888

CONCORD    
(905) 760-7503

www.markhamequipment.com

OTHER EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE
(2) 2005 40'- 53' Max-Atlas extendible chassis, tandem, excellent shape.
(50) Container Boxes 20' and 40'. Weather tight for storage. We will deliver.
(20) Various Storage Trailers 48' & 53', Clean, White & Dry, Side Doors & Drop Vans Available. We will deliver! 
(20) 1998-2003 53' Wabash Dry Vans, Air-ride, logistics, Barn Doors, Fleet Maintained, Alum. Roofs, Some S/S Front & Rear.

Trailers sold with Integrity
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The revolutionary design of the Michelin® X One® wide single tire is money in the bank for truck 

owners. By switching out your duals for X Ones you’ll see weight savings of 190 lbs/axle*, and 

fuel savings of at least 4%. That translates into bigger payloads and reduced operating costs. 

For more information visit www.michelintruck.com or call us at 1-888-680-2148.

Load restrictions on single tires vary by province. Consult the provincial departments of transportation for details.
*Comparing the 445/50R22.5 X One® XDA and the X One® XTA to the 275/80R22.5 XDA Energy and XT-1.

The for the money.
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