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By James Menzies
TORONTO, Ont. – A long-
awaited and much-maligned law 
was introduced in the Ontario 
Legislature March 19 that would
require all trucks operating within
the province to have their speed

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Another
Mid-America Trucking Show has
come and gone, and once again it
was a whirlwind of new product
announcements, state of the in-
dustry reports and pulled pork
sandwiches. Truck News has all
the highlights of the show (minus
Kentucky’s famous pulled pork
sandwiches, for better or for
worse) in a special section from
pages 54-71.

While there were no earth-shat-
tering new product launches at
this year’s show, there was still
plenty to report on.

Much of the talk this year re-
volved around the environment;
specifically anti-idling solutions
gaining CARB approval, and low-
emission transport solutions such
as hybrids and alternative fuel-
powered trucks.

Also of note at this year’s show
was an overview of selective cat-
alytic reduction (SCR) technolo-
gy, provided by Daimler Trucks.
Daimler was defending its posi-
tion to adopt SCR after claims 
by a competitor that called the
technology into question. You can
find that on pg. 87.

The Mid-America Trucking
Show is the largest stage for
OEMs and suppliers.

Check out our complete cover-
age in this issue to see what you
missed. ■■

Mid-America
Rundown
Highlights from the
industry’s largest
trucking trade show

TAMPER PROOF?: Matt Koski of Toromont Cat programs the speed limiter of a truck at 105 km/h.

Our mufflers 
are stronger, 

last longer and 
save you $$$!

See our 
ad page 90

905-795-2838

Photo by Adam Ledlow

Ontario introduces speed limiter legislation
Plot to limit truck speeds to 105 km/h enters the end game

mechanically limited to 105 km/h.
It marks the beginning of the end-
game for the Ontario Trucking 
Association (OTA) and its partner
associations including the Cana-
dian Trucking Alliance, which have
been lobbying for the law for 

two and a half years.
The law, as written, would apply

to all trucks operating in Ontario,
regardless of where they are
domiciled.

Specifically, Bill 41, introduced by
Continued on page 12 ■

Mack unveils new
heavy-hauler, 
the Titan

See pg. 80

A titanic introduction
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MADE FOR EACH OTHER. UNBEATABLE TOGETHER.

The aerodynamic Freightliner Cascadia™ and the Detroit Diesel 

DD15™ were built to work as a team. For four years, engineers 

worked in sync to create a truck and engine duo that raised the 

bar for performance.

DetroitDiesel.com

EFF IC IENT  TO  THE  CORE

For the Freightliner Trucks Dealer nearest you, call 1-800-FTL-HELP. FTL/MC-A-869. Specifications are subject to change without notice. © 2008. Daimler Trucks North America LLC.
All rights reserved. Freightliner Trucks is a division of Daimler Trucks North America LLC, a Daimler company. *Effectiveness of turbo compound is based on load on the engine.
The turbo compound returns horsepower back to the engine’s flywheel. **Compared to a Detroit Diesel Series 60® EPA 2007 engine with comparable engine ratings and load weights.
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NO COMPROMISES. Get top per formance without spending

an extra drop of fuel. The DD15 delivers 90% peak torque in just

1.5 seconds, while other engines are left in the dust, taking up to

4.4 seconds. Plus, the benefits of turbo compounding and our Amplified 

Common Rail System deliver a bonus of up to 50 horsepower* and up 

to 5% better** fuel economy at road loads. You can have it all.

M THERE’S MORE. Having the ultimate truck and engine team is

just the beginning. Unbeatable aerodynamics. Ultra comfor table

cab design. And unmatched par ts availability. All come together

to make the Cascadia your smar ter choice for better business and

lifestyle. Learn how to step into a Cascadia and see for yourself

at DriveCascadia.com.

TO  THE  CORE
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Monthly total sales never climbed above the 3,000 mark last year, after doing so seven times in the
previous record-setting year. It’s highly unlikely to see such strong monthly figures this year either.
The 1,687 Class 8 trucks sold in January are about 300 units below the five-year year-to-date 
average and make for the worst month of the past 12-month period.

In 2006, a record 39,131 Class 8 trucks were sold in the Canadian market. In 2007, sales dropped considerably down to 25,239 units as about a third of fleets, according to our research, em-
ployed a pre-buy strategy to get around the 2007 emissions standards. The impact of that strategy is likely to continue to affect sales for the first half of 2008, perhaps longer if projections for
the North American economy don’t improve.

Last year International wrestled the market share lead from perennial front runner Freightliner and
International has jumped out of the starting blocks with a strong lead in January, capturing more
than a quarter of sales.Whereas Freightliner’s share of sales has remained roughly where it ended
up at the end of last year,hard-charging Kenworth started off 2008 with a play for second place.

Canadian Class 8 sales started the year off with a whimper,not surprising considering that the pre-buy strategy many fleets used to avoid
purchasing trucks with 2007 engines remains in play. Serious doubts about the economy on both sides of the border are creating 
excess capacity. Sales marked the first time January’s totals came in below 2,000 units since 2005.

Sponsored by ChevronTexaco

Source: Canadian Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association

Monthly Class 8 Sales - Jan 08

Class 8 Sales YTD (Jan 08) by Province and OEM

12 - Month Sales Trends Market Share Class 8 YTD

Historical Comparison - Jan 08 Sales Motor Vehicle Production to Jan 08

Historical Comparison - YTD

With the days of coping with parts and materials shortages and
record demand for new trucks now nothing but a memory,
truck manufacturers instead now face the need to continue to
bring their operations in line with the reduced sales. But their
production strategy must also leave them prepared for the next
jump in sales volumes as fleets and owner/operators respond
to the next round of engine emissions standards in 2010.
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DISCOVER THE DELO®

PERFORMANCE ADVANTAGE.

A Chevron company product © 2007 Chevron Lubricants Canada Inc. All rights reserved. All trademarks are the property of Chevron Intellectual Property LLC.

Real Base Oil. Real Performance. Real Savings.
As the cost-effective alternative to synthetics, Delo® Gear Lubricant ESI
offers superior all-climate performance and a unique extreme-pressure
additive compound. Delo not only delivers the same or better performance
and extended warranty protection as many synthetics, but offers you the
added benefit of bottom-line savings too. 
Call 1-800-465-2772 or visit www.chevrondelo.com

Chevron class 8 May  4/8/08  2:46 PM  Page 1

http://www.chevrondelo.com


May 2008

May 2008, Volume 28, Issue 5
Truck News (ISSN 0712-2683)
Truck News, USPS 016-248 is published monthly by
BIG Magazines LP. U.S. office of publication:
2221 Niagara Falls Blvd, Niagara Falls, NY 14304-5709.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Niagara Falls, NY. U.S.
Postmaster send address corrections to: 
Truck News, P.O. Box 1118, Niagara Falls, NY 14304.
Truck News is published 12 times a year by BIG
Magazines LP, a leading Canadian information 
company with interests in daily and community news-
papers and business-to-business information services.
Creative Directors: Carolyn Brimer, 
Beverley Richards, Carol Wilson
Circulation Manager: Vesna Moore
V.P. Publishing: Alex Papanou
President: Bruce Creighton

Rob Wilkins
Publisher

(416) 510-5123
rwilkins@trucknews.com

Don Besler
National Account
Sales Manager

(416) 699-6966
donbesleris@rogers.com

Kathy Penner
Associate Publisher 
(416) 510-6892

kpenner@trucknews.com

Doug Copeland
Regional Account Manager

(416) 510-6889
dcopeland@trucknews.com

Bill Gallagher
Regional Account Manager

(519) 589-1333
Fax: (519) 395-5073

wgallagher@hurontel.on.ca

Julia Kuzeljevich
Contributing Editor 
(416) 510-6880

julia@
TransportationMedia.ca

Adam Ledlow
Managing Editor
(416) 510-6890

adam@
TransportationMedia.com

John G. Smith
Technical Correspondent

wordsmithmedia@rogers.com

Brenda Grant
National  Account

Sales
(416) 494-3333

bgrant@istar.ca

Subscription inquiries
Anita Singh (416) 442-5600 (Ext. 3553)

Advertising Sales
Inquiries: Kathy Penner (416) 510-6892

Editorial
Inquiries: James Menzies (416) 510-6896

From time to time, we make our subscription list
available to select companies and organizations
whose product or services may interest you.

If you do not wish your contact information to
be made available, please contact our privacy
officer via one of the following methods:

Phone: 1-800-668-2374   
Fax: (416) 442-2191
E-mail: jhunter@bizinfogroup.ca
Mail: Privacy Officer. Business Information
Group, 12 Concorde Place, Suite 800, Toronto,
ON M3C 4J2

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NO. 40069240

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES
TO CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT: 

TRUCK NEWS, 12 CONCORDE PLACE, 
SUITE 800, TORONTO, ON M3C 4J2

MISSISSAUGA 
1201 AIMCO BLVD.,  MISSISSAUGA, ONT.

FAX: (905) 625-9787

SALES
(905) 625-8441 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm Mon-Fri

SERVICE
(905) 625-8448

6:00 am-3:00 am Mon - Thurs
6:00 am-6:00 pm Fri - Sun

Chris Scherer • Richard Hignett • George Cobham Jr. • Adam Stevens • Tom Pepper • Mike Hignett

1-888-GLASVAN (452-7826) www.glasvangreatdane.com

PARTS
(905) 625-8812
7:00 am - 6:30 pm Mon - Fri

8:00 am  - 12 Noon Sat

2009 GREAT DANE  53' HIGH CUBE REEFERS

2008 LANDOLL EQUIPMENT TRAILERS

FULL DECK TILT AND TILTING TAIL MODELS IN STOCK. ALL COME WELL
EQUIPPED WITH 20,000# WINCH, WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL, 
POWDER COATED FINISH, CENTRALIZED GREASING SYSTEM, 35-50 TON
MODELS AVAILABLE. CUSTOM SLIDING TARP KITS ALSO AVAILABLE!!

WHITBY
1025 HOPKINS RD.
(905) 430-1262

MISSISSAUGA TRUCK SHOP
5285 MAINGATE DR.
(905) 625-8441

PUTNAM
3378 PUTNAM RD.
1-888-452-7826

ALLISTON
4917 C.W. LEITCH RD.

(705) 434-1423

®

POWERFUL CUMMINS ENGINES, AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS, 100,000#
HYDRAULIC FIFTHWHEELS, AUTO GREASERS, DOT ROAD LEGAL AND OFF
ROAD MODELS IN STOCK.

2002 GREAT DANE 53' ROLL-TITE FLATDECKS
53', Tandem Air Ride,
22.5 Tires, Aluminum
Wheels, Stainless Steel
Front & Rear, Duct Floor,
ThermoGuard Interior
Lining, Cargo Tracking,
Broker Spec LED Light
Package, Carrier XTC
w/Stealth (5,100 hrs.)
Excellent Condition.

2007 GREAT DANE 53' HIGH CUBE REEFER

31', Single Axle Air
Ride,  22.5 Tires, S/S
Swing Rear Doors,
Curbside Door, Rear
Walkramp & Side 
Work Platform, Carrier
Multi-Temp Reefer.
Ideal Local Delivery
Trailers.

2006 GREAT DANE 53' HIGH CUBE REEFER

1998 GREAT DANE 31' MULTI-TEMP REEFERS

53', Tandem Air Ride,
22.5 Tires, Alum. Wheels,
Stainless Swing Doors,
Heavy Duty Interior
Lining, Cargo Track, 
105-109" Inside Height,
Led Light Package,
Thermo King SB-210
(3,900 hrs.)

(10) 2000 STOUGHTON 53' DRY VANS

53', Tandem Air Ride,
22.5 Tires, Swing 
Rear Doors, Logistic
Posts, 12" Hardwood
Scuff Liner, Aluminum
Roof w/plywood Liner,
110" Inside Height,
Fleet Maintained,
Current Safeties.

2003 UTILITY 53' AIR RIDE REEFERS
53' Tandem Air Ride, 24.5
Tires, Aluminum Wheels,
Stainless Front & Rear,
Heavy Duty Duct Floor,
Cargo Tracking, 24" King
Pin Setting, Carrier Ultra
Reefer Units. Fleet
Maintained, Excellent
Condition.

53', Sliding Air Ride,
24.5 Tires, Aluminum
Wheels, Aluminum
Floor, Tool Box,
Winches & Straps,
Sliding Tarp Kit.

53', Tandem Air Ride,
Aluminum Outer
Wheels, Stainless Front
& Rear, Aluminum
Duct Floor, Kemlite
Lined Interior, Thermo
King SB III Whisper.
Certified.

2002 GREAT DANE 53' AIR RIDE REEFER

48' Quad Axle Air Ride,
72"/72" Tridem w/Air
Lift 109" ahead,
11R22.5 Tires, Silver
Sides, Insulated Side &
Roof, Hardwood Scuff
Liner, Fresh Safety
Stickers.

1997 MOND 48' ONTARIO QUAD AXLES

Phone: (905) 625-5843   • www.glasvangreatdane.com    •    email: mhignett@glasvangreatdane.com

53' TANDEM AIR RIDE, STAINLESS FRONT & REAR, ALUMINUM WHEELS,
HIGH CUBE INTERIOR, LED LIGHT PACKAGES, “THERMOGUARD” LINING
AND “PUNCTUREGUARD” SCUFFS AVAILABLE, FLAT OR DUCT FLOORS, 
SWING OR ROLL UP DOORS, TRIDEMS ALSO AVAILABLE.

★★★ EXPANDED SERVICE CENTRES ★★★★★★ EXPANDED SERVICE CENTRES ★★★

NEW CHAPARRAL ALUMINUM FLATDECKS

48' FRONT AXLE SLIDE STEPDECK, 48' FIXED SPREAD STRAIGHT
FRAME AND 53' TRIDEM STEPDECK IN STOCK. ALL WITH AIR RIDE,
HEAVY HAUL PACKAGE, LED LIGHTS, MICHELIN TIRES, LIGHTWEIGHT
ALUMINUM DESIGN. COMBO FLATS AND STEPS ALSO IN STOCK.

2009 GREAT DANE HIGH SPEC VANS

Call MIKE HIGNETT (905) 625-5843

SEE OUR 
CAPACITY AD

PAGE 69

53', VANTRAXX AIR RIDE WITH QUIK-DRAW AIR PINS, 22.5 ALUMINUM 
OUTER WHEELS, S/S FRONT & REAR, COMPOSITE SWING DOORS, LOGISTIC
POST INTERIOR, ETR FIBERGLASS ROOF, BROKER LED LIGHT PACKAGE.

48', Tandem Air Ride
with Front Axle Slider,
24.5 Tires on Alum.
Wheels, Aluminum
Crossmembers and
Outer Rails, Wood
Deck, Full Set of
Winches & Straps,
Tool Box, New Safety.

2002 TRAILMOBILE 53' DRY VAN
53', Tandem Air Ride,
22.5 Tires, Swing Rear
Doors, Galvanized
Door Frame, Logistic
Posts, Aluminum 
Roof, 110" Inside
Height,  New
Certification.

2006 TRANSCRAFT 51' TRIDEM STEPDECK
51', Tridem Air Ride,
Low Profile 22.5 Tires,
Aluminum Wheels,
Steel/Aluminum
Combo, Floor Chain Tie
Downs, Load Levelers,
Winches, Straps & Tool
Box, Wide Load Lights,
Fully Loaded!!

2000-2006 CAPACITY TJ5000 SHUNT TRUCKS
High Powered Cummins
Engines, Allison 
Auto Transmissions, 
100,000# Hydraulic 
5th Wheel, Auto 
Greasing System, 
DOT Road Legal, 
Some have Fresh Paint, 
Well Maintained!!!

2009 GREAT DANE COMPOSITE PLATE VANS

53', TANDEM AIR RIDE, 110" INSIDE HEIGHT, 101" INSIDE WIDTH, 
COMPOSITE SWING DOORS, STAINLESS STEEL REAR DOOR FRAME,
HEAVY DUTY FRONT WALL, “LONGLIFE” LED LIGHTS.

USED EQUIPMENT SALES
2002 GREAT DANE 48' COMBO FLATS

BRAND NEW CAPACITY
SINGLE & TANDEM AXLE

SHUNT TRUCKS

See us at  
Truck World 2008

April 17-19
Booth 3033
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Where were you on March 29 at 8
p.m.? For some, the answer will
come without a moment’s hesita-
tion. For others, the date and time
will hold no significance.

I’m referring to Earth Hour,
which was celebrated by Toronto,
Vancouver and hundreds of other
communities around the world. I
participated in my own little way,
by dimming the lights. Okay, my
motivation may have had as much
to do with avoiding the chagrin of
my neighbours (most of whose
homes were also dark) as making
a statement.

And okay, I may have cheated a
little bit – the Leafs game may
have still been on my TV.

But hey, my little contribution
was better than nothing at all,
right?

If you were on the road that
night, you may have been unable
to take part in the symbolic ges-
ture. I certainly hope no drivers
were running down the highway
without their headlights on in a
misguided attempt to participate.

The energy saved during Earth
Hour, although significant, is not
enough to save the world. And I

don’t think organizers of the
event were foolish enough to
think it would be.

Instead, it was a pretty success-
ful effort to bring attention to the
plight of our planet.

It’s amazing, really, that what
started as a grassroots attempt to
raise awareness was so widely
publicized and so incredibly suc-
cessful right around the world.
Kudos to event organizers, the
World Wildlife Fund.

The trucking industry could
learn from these folks.

Over the last several years, the
trucking industry has made re-
markable progress in reducing its
own environmental footprint.
New technologies such as EGR,
advanced aerodynamics, idle-re-
duction devices, particulate filters
– have all combined to drastically
reduce the emissions created by

our industry.
These aren’t symbolic gestures,

these are real, long-term solutions
for reducing NOx and PM.

But how good a job have we
done at communicating these suc-
cess stories to those outside our
industry? Does your neighbour
know that an enviroTruck, to 
steal a term from the Canadian
Trucking Alliance, is essentially
smog-free? 

Does the paperboy
understand that the
next round of emis-
sions reductions com-
ing down the line in
2010 will essentially
eliminate NOx alto-
gether? Does your lo-
cal Member of
Parliament know that
the trucking industry
has incurred billions
of dollars in expenses
to comply with each
new round of emis-
sions standards put
forth by the Envir-
onmental Protection
Agency?

Probably not.

Few roads seem more plagued 
by debilitating twists and turns
than our path towards some sort of
coherent national infrastructure
strategy.

Aside from what’s been happen-
ing of late on the West Coast, the
rest of the country continues to 
be mired in delays and indecision.
The degree of our ineptitude was
stressed at the recent Transpo 2008
conference. As David McFadden,
chair of National Energy and
Infrastructure Industry Group,
Gowling, Lafleur, Henderson, LLP,
pointed out, all major infrastruc-
ture projects in Canada’s manufac-
turing heartland, remain at the dis-
cussion stage or stuck in regulatory
reviews. This despite the fact that
congestion and delays are adding
significant costs to an already be-
leaguered manufacturing sector.
Construction on the Niagara to
GTA Corridor, for example, is not
likely to start for another decade,
even if everything went smoothly

with the environmental assessment
process.

Even if regulation was not an 
issue, funding is. In Ontario alone 
it would take an estimated $143 
billion to bring transportation in-
frastructure up to an acceptable
standard.

Yet there’s very tight competi-
tion for funding with health care
pushing towards taking up to 50%
of government budgets. With our
population quickly aging, can we
realistically expect this situation to
improve? As McFadden pointed
out: No government is going to
stand up and say it is going to cut
health care spending so it can in-
vest more money in infrastructure

projects. There’s just no chance of
that happening.

For McFadden, and others, the
answer lies in seeking alternative
financing models. He believes that
if we don’t turn to public-private
partnerships (P3s as they’re often
called) to start rebuilding our infra-
structure we will all be in a lot of
trouble.

But are public-private partner-
ships really the best way to solve
our infrastructure problems? 

I don’t think so.
Under such arrangements, the

private sector typically takes on the
building of the project as well as ar-
ranging the financing to get it off
the ground.

But, of course, nothing is for free.
The government agrees to pay
back the substantial loans secured
by the private sector, usually over
25 or 30 years.

Being able to access such sub-
stantial amounts of money so
quickly and delaying repayment
over such a stretch of time, howev-
er, does make such arrangements
an easier sell to an electorate

Mortgaging the future

We’ve got a great story to tell, so let’s tell it
Editorial
Comment
James
Menzies

– James Menzies can be reached by
phone at (416) 510-6896 or by 
e-mail at jmenzies@trucknews.com.

– Lou Smyrlis can be reached by
phone at (416) 510-6881 or by e-mail
at lou@TransportationMedia.ca.

Viewpoint

Lou Smyrlis
Editorial Director

As an industry, we need to do a
better job at communicating our
success stories to the general pub-
lic. We have a great story to tell,
and with environmental conscious-
ness at an all-time high, we finally
have an audience to tell it to. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:3362;

loathe to accept tax hikes.
But the reality is, by not paying

now, we pay more later. Even 
supporters of public-private part-
nerships don’t refute the fact that
governments are able to borrow at
interest rates that are one or two
percentage points lower than that
available to private investors.

A two-percentage differential 
on a 25-year loan will increase 
borrowing costs by a whopping
28%, as the Toronto Star’s Thomas
Walkom calculated for a recent 
column.

But it’s not just a question of
money. After so many years of
neglect, it’s also a question of
leadership. Public-private part-
nerships may be the only option
left to governments too pre-occu-
pied with the next election to take
the lead on the long-term decision
making required for infrastruc-
ture projects. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:3362;

Did you know?
The depth of the
driver shortage
dilemma
Despite significant improvements
to its human resource strategies in
recent years, trucking remains
plagued with an acute driver short-
age. And while that may not seem 
as important an issue during the
current economic downturn, once
the economy regains its stride and
freight volumes return to normal
levels,both carriers and shippers are
certain to feel the impact of not hav-
ing enough drivers to move all the
freight that needs to be moved.

Trucking, traditionally a laggard

in human resources practices, has
improved its performance in this 
regard. The turnover rate for
Canadian fleets is down to 23%
compared to 36% back in 2004,
according to research conducted for
the Canadian Trucking Human
Resources Council. The quit rate is
also down, coming in at 13% in the

latest CTHRC research, compared
to 18% back in 2004.

Despite those improvements,
however, the job vacancy rate is up
compared to 2004, rising to 12%
from 10%. More than 42% of
Canadian fleets, regardless of size,
report experiencing a shortage of
drivers. The shortage is particularly

acute among the larger fleets.
Inadequate training is an underly-

ing issue many feel is contributing
to the shortage. Three quarters 
of fleet managers surveyed said 
although there were Class 1/A driv-
ers available, too many were not
sufficiently qualified.

Although compensation is still
considered a key obstacle to attract-
ing and retaining drivers, interest-
ingly, it is no longer considered the
main obstacle. Working condi-
tions/quality of life was identified as
the top obstacle by the majority of
fleet managers (44%) participating
in the survey, followed by the aging
of the work force, chosen by 40% of
the sample and then compensation,
chosen by 39%. ■■

20%
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Percent of Fleets Reporting a Driver Shortage

Source: Canadian Trucking Human Resources Council
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O/O groups oppose policy

DO IT YOURSELF?:  How com-

plicated is it to set a speed 

limiter? That’s the question

Truck News posed to the 

experts at Toromont Cat.

Can Ontario possibly

make it simple and cost-

effective, yet also tamper-proof?

OFF THE ROADS?
Plans are underway in the Lower 
Mainland of B.C. to move more 
containers off the roads and onto
ships. But is it a practical plan? Or 
will the costs be too much for shippers
to accept?

PAGE 28

YARD HUSTLERS
Harry Rudolfs explores the world 
of shunting. A look at how the 
equipment has evolved and why
shunting appeals to a certain breed of
driver.

PAGE 52
A TRUE HERO
Goodyear named its annual 
Highway Hero at this year’s 
Mid-America Trucking Show. But
the winner said the true hero was
the girl whose life he saved.

PAGE 54

COMING TO N.B.
Long combination vehicles (LCVs) 
will be taking to the roads in New
Brunswick. The province will begin 
issuing permits for their use by the end
of June.

PAGE 24

monthly columns…

?
Question of
the month 

Mark Dalton

NEW PRODUCTS: International’s
new 5900i set-back front axle is 
designed for the toughest jobs.

Pages 80-83
Truck Sales 4
Opinions 6
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Canada 12-21
East 22-24
Quebec 25
Ontario 27
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Karen Bowen 40
Joanne Ritchie 43
Letters 76-79
OEM/Dealer News 84-87
Fleet News 88-89
Advertiser’s Index     91
Rob Wilkins 93

page 20

Do you support the
mandatory use of
speed limiters?

page 94

page 92

departmentsdepartments

SURVIVAL TIPS
By David Bradley

Some tips on surviving
the current downturn.

PAGE 44

RESPECT YOUR ELDERS
By Dave Brown

We can learn a lot from our
veteran drivers.

PAGE 40

YOU’RE GIVING ME 
AN ULCER!
By Christopher Singh
Ulcers are a common condi-
tion for truck drivers. A look
at how you can avoid them.

PAGE 72

Visit us at www.trucknews.com

Survival of 
the Fittest

Part 4

contentscontents feature of the month…

THE PAPER TRAIL
By Rick Geller
Identify at-risk drivers before
it’s too late and take proactive

measures to help them.

PAGE 33

SPECIALIZED SERVICE
Scott Taylor
Does your accountant know 
the ins and outs of the trucking
industry? If not, you could be 

losing out.

PAGE 30

COME JOIN US
By Bruce Richards
A preview of the PMTC’s

annual convention for 
private fleets.

PAGE 34
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US truckers slow
down to protest
fuel prices
WASHINGTON, D.C. –
Truckers across the US parked
their rigs or slowed down to a
crawl Apr. 1, to protest rising
fuel costs.

Some referred to it as a strike,
while others simply took the day
off, in hopes of raising awareness
about the impact surging fuel
costs are having on owner/oper-
ators. There didn’t appear to be
any one organization behind the
protests, but in today’s Internet
age, truckers have been coordi-
nating and discussing the protest
online for weeks.

There were staged protests 
in several areas and a rolling
roadblock on the New Jersey
Turnpike.

The American Trucking
Associations did not condone
the protests, however the group
has lobbied Washington in re-
cent weeks to help control fuel
prices. The Owner-Operators’
Independent Drivers Associa-
tion, as a trade association, is not
legally allowed to support a
strike by its members.

While it’s not likely to impact
diesel pricing overnight, the ef-
fort seems to have accomplished
one thing.

The protests caught the atten-
tion of the US mainstream me-
dia. Entering the word ‘trucker’
into the Google News search 
engine the next day revealed
dozens of news reports on the
activities from across the US. ■■

Truck driving no
longer Canada’s most
common job for men
OTTAWA, Ont. – Retail sales-
persons and sales clerks have
usurped truck drivers as having the
most common occupation among
Canadian men.

According to Statistics Canada’s
2006 census report on the country’s
labour force, 285, 800 men said they
were retail salespeople or clerks
while only 276,200 men called
themselves truck drivers.

The number of male retail sales-
people surged nearly 29% between
2001 and 2006, which ultimately
gave them the edge. Retail sales
was also the most common occupa-
tion for women, the census showed,
with 400,000 women employed in
that sector.

Statistics Canada said the growth
in those jobs is a reflection of 
expanding consumer spending in
retail stores. ■■

Ice road truckers to
hit the big screen?
YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. – A
major Hollywood movie studio
has purchased the rights to a TV
show about ice road truck drivers
in the Northwest Territories,
which may be used as the premise
for an action film. It’s been re-
ported that 20th Century Fox has
recently purchased the rights to
Ice Road Truckers, the History
Channel’s documentary series,
for use in an upcoming film.
However, the film remains in
“concept stages” at the moment.

Debuting last year, Ice Road
Truckers followed six truckers 
as they hauled loads along the
Contwoyto ice road from
Yellowknife to the territory’s dia-
mond mines.

The show brought in 3.4 million
viewers in the US, as viewers tuned
in to watch how the truckers en-
dured frigid northern temperatures
and braved the risks associated
with hauling industrial loads on an
ice road.

Though the show is set in
Canada, it is not currently available
to Canadian audiences.

A production crew is filming 
new episodes on the winter road
between Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk,
N.W.T., with four of the show’s
original drivers involved once
again. ■■

– With files from CBC News

Truck News wins
awards; Ritchie
takes top honours
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Joanne
Ritchie,OBAC executive director
and author of the Truck News se-
ries of columns “Voice of the
Owner/Operator,” won the Truck
Writers of North America’s
(TWNA) Best of Magazine
Writing award.

Ritchie’s column was selected
from dozens of award-winning
entries during the TWNA Com-
munication Awards ceremony,
now in its fifth year and celebrat-
ed annually at the Mid-America
Trucking Show.

Other Truck News writers also
fared well at the event. Winning
gold awards were executive edi-
tor James Menzies for his story
‘Up in Smoke’ detailing Ontario’s
waste oil heater ban and manag-
ing editor Adam Ledlow for his
article ‘Seeing Green,’ which out-
lined the environmental efforts of
a Southern Ontario fleet.

Silver awards were also pre-
sented to Menzies for his Volvo I-
Shift transmission road test and
Ledlow for a piece on D-trains.
Also receiving a silver award on
behalf of the group was JD Ney, a
contributor to Motortruck Fleet
Executive for a piece on tires,‘Let
Your Tires Do The Rolling.’ ■■

IN BRIEF

Women in Trucking
reaches 1,000
member mark
PLOVER, Wis. – Women in
Trucking, an organization that 
encourages the employment of
women in the trucking industry,
has signed its 1,000th member just
a year after being formed.

“Our rapid growth confirms
what we’ve known all along,” said
Ellen Voie, WIT chairwoman,
“that an association like this was
long overdue. With a very active
board combined with enthusiastic
members we firmly believe we can
make a difference in the trucking
industry. One of our goals when
we started WIT a year ago was to
have 1,000 members before the
end of our first year. We’ve met
that goal, and now we hope to
double again within the next six
months.”

The group provides a platform
to voice the successes and strug-
gles of women in the trucking 
industry.

It promotes female-friendly
work places in the industry and
attempts to break down barriers
to entry for women.

Members of WIT include 80
corporations, 203 drivers, 133 
non-driving individuals and 56
students. Nearly 20% of members
are men, Voie said. ■■

NO LONGER TOPS: More Canadian
men now work in retail than behind
the wheels of trucks, StatsCan says.

RIGMASTER® STANDS ALONE

RIGMASTER ® is the cost-savings tool your driver will thank you for.

& 20,000 BTU A/C

60 AMP ALTERNATOR

CHARGES BATTERIES

6 KW GENERATOR POWERS ENGINE
BLOCK HEATER 

13,500 BTU BUNK HEATER13,500 BTU BUNK HEATER
& 20,000 BTU A/C

60 AMP ALTERNATOR

CHARGES BATTERIES

6 KW GENERATOR POWERS
BLOCK HEATER

ENGINE 

MANWIN
ENTERPRISES

Since 1983

160 Frobisher Dr., Unit #5 
Waterloo, ON

(888) 823-7611 
(519) 747-9157

manwin@bellnet.ca

or 

NIAGARA SERVICE
& SUPPLY LTD.

150 South Service Rd., 
Stoney Creek, ON

(800) 268-5076
(905) 573-3101

sales@niagaraservice.com

■ REDUCES IDLE TIME
■ SAVE OVER A GALLON OF FUEL PER HOUR
■ EXTEND THE LIFE OF YOUR TRUCK
■ AVOID COSTLY FINES
■ 2 YEAR WARRANTY

Tell your salesperson 
you would like to have

your  RigMaster 
professionally  installed
on your new truck by . . .

Financing Available!

LARGE PARTS INVENTORY!

RIGMASTER® STANDS ALONERIGMASTER® STANDS ALONE

RIGMASTER ® is the cost-savings tool your driver will thank you for.
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ATA says industry
will spend record
amount on fuel
ARLINGTON, Va. – The 
trucking industry will pay a 
record amount for fuel in 
2008, according to projections 
from the American Trucking
Associations.

The US-based trucking indus-
try lobby group projected the in-
dustry will shell out US$135 bil-
lion for fuel this year, up US$22
billion compared to 2007.

The association’s president
and CEO Bill Graves said the in-
dustry is experiencing the high-
est prolonged fuel prices in his-
tory. Fuel is beginning to surpass
labour as a fleet’s largest operat-
ing expense, he pointed out.

“The trucking industry is mak-
ing great strides in its efforts to
reduce overall fuel consump-
tion. But an affordable supply of
diesel fuel is imperative to keep
our trucks moving,” said Graves.
“There is little to suggest that
fuel prices will decline any time
soon. Yet every day, ATA hears
new stories from its members
about how escalating fuel prices
are hurting their businesses and
affecting their livelihood.”

Over the past five years, the
cost of filling up a tractor-trailer
has surged 116%, the ATA 
reports.The association is calling
on US Congress and President
George W. Bush to increase
diesel supplies to counter 
further price spikes. ■■

BORDER

Seatbelt usage
among US truckers
hits record 65%
DENVER, Col. – The number of
professional truckers buckling up
their seatbelts jumped dramatical-
ly in 2007 to a record level of 65%.
US Secretary of Transportation
Mary E. Peters made the an-
nouncement during a national 
conference of state commercial 
vehicle law enforcement officers.

“Though we’ve made great
strides, we won’t rest until 100% of
commercial motor vehicle drivers
wear a seatbelt 100% of the time,”
said Secretary Peters.

Currently, 82% of passenger 
vehicle drivers wear seatbelts. A
survey conducted in 2003 found
that only 48% of truck drivers used
seatbelts. In 2006, this figure had
improved to 59%.

The results announced by
Secretary Peters were the findings
of the largest and most compre-
hensive study ever conducted, of-
ficials said.

Secretary Peters credited the in-
crease, in part, to the creation of a
coalition established by the DoT
in 2003 with the purpose of 
increasing seatbelt usage among
truck drivers. She also credited a
2007 public service announcement
the DoT produced starring
NASCAR driver Rusty Wallace
for helping to raise seatbelt aware-
ness among truckers. ■■

CANADA INC.
6920 Pacific Circle
Mississauga, Ontario L5T 1N8

www.paicanada.com

Differentials

Overhaul Kits 
& Components
• MACK

• EATON

• ROCKWELL

Transmission Engine Kits
& Components

To Order Call: 1-800-567-5916 • Fax: (905) 795-0699

Overhaul Kits & Components

• MACK
• FULLER

MACK • 2 Valve Heads
• 4 Valve heads
• Camshafts
• Crankshafts
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• Engine Components

CUMMINS • Crankshafts
• Engine Components

CATERPILLAR • Crankshafts

QUALITY SERVICE PARTS
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ROCKWELL • NAVISTAR
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2000 INTERNATIONAL c/w 13,000 litre four compartment aluminum tank,
dual pumpingand metering equipment, Midcom, DOT certified, tank 
CSA-B260. 2 Units Available. Stock #501 & 502

2003 INTERNATIONAL c/w 20,000 litre four compartment aluminum,
dual pumping, bottom loading, vapor recovery, MidCom, fully certified.

Stock #564

1997 FORD LS8000, 13,000 litre, four compartment, dual equipment, bot-
tom load, vapor recovery, Midcom, DOT Certified, CSA-B620. Stock #563

NEW PROPANE 2008 INTERNATIONAL, c/w 3499 USWG propane 
bobtail, rear delivery, side fill. Stock #541

1994 INTERNATIONAL, 20,000 liter four compartment, dual pumping and
metering equipment. Stock #545

WATER TRUCKS FOR SALE!

1996 GMC TOPKICK, c/w 2500 gallon aluminum tank, rear box for the 
install of mobile wash equipment, DOT certified. Stock #535

2001 FORD F550 4 x 4, 5000 liter two compartment aluminum tank, single
pumping and metering, Midcom, DOT & B620 certified. Stock #562

WE RENT TANKERS!

WATER TRUCKS FOR SALE!
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TORONTO, Ont. – Ontario
Premier Dalton McGuinty is en-
couraging Michigan Governor
Jennifer Granholm to amend the
Michigan Business Tax Act (MBT)
and restore tax reciprocity between
the two jurisdictions or risk imped-
ing trade and worsening current
economic difficulties.

In a letter to the Governor,
McGuinty calls the new MBT, “a
tax barrier to cross-border trade
that affects at least two of
Ontario’s key industrial sectors: au-
tomotive parts and trucking, both
of which are major suppliers to
Michigan’s industry.”

According to McGuinty, “Cross-
border trade between Ontario and
Michigan has flourished, in part,
because of the elimination of taxes
on foreign companies that do not
have a permanent establishment in
our respective jurisdictions. It is a
long established practice in
Ontario not to tax Michigan-based
companies that do not have a per-
manent establishment in our
province.” And, he added, “nor
does Ontario have a gross receipts
tax,” which is a key component of
the MBT.

David Bradley, president of 
the Ontario Trucking Association
(OTA), whose association, along
with the Automotive Parts Manu-

facturers Association (APMA), has
been leading the charge to get the
MBT changed, welcomed the
Premier’s intervention. “This is pre-
cisely the kind of message that needs
to be conveyed to the Michigan gov-
ernment; that the Ontario govern-
ment is watching the situation closely
and is very interested in an outcome
that treats Ontario companies the
same way Michigan companies are
treated here.”

OTA and the APMA have been
working closely with the Canadian
Consulate General in Detroit. Last
month, a bill was passed in the
Republican controlled state senate
to restore tax reciprocity, and 
the associations are hopeful 
that an identical bill will soon be 
introduced in the House of
Representatives.

OTA estimates that if imposed
on Canadian trucking companies,
the MBT could amount to an addi-
tional tax of $1,000 per truck per
year. “When the industrial heart-
land of North America is already
reeling from slower economic
growth, off-shore competition and
a thickening of the Canada-US
border, this tax is not only unfair
and inconsistent with international
tax norms, it only serves to worsen
an already dim economic situation
for the region,” says Bradley. ■■

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A new re-
port released yesterday says reliev-
ing bottlenecks at the US/Canada
border should be made a priority
during the US presidential election.

The report, published by several
groups including think tank the
Brookings Institution, said Canada
and the US must
work together to
develop a “bor-
der of the future”
which would take
advantage of new
technology to 
assist with the
smooth flow of
people and goods
across the border.
The report also
calls on both
countries to improve border infra-
structure such as bridges, rail lines
and ports.

John Austin, director of the
Brookings’ Great Lakes Economic
Initiative, said legislators must
think of the region that includes 
upstate New York through to
Minnesota as well as the southern
portions of Ontario and Quebec as
a single region linked by the Great
Lakes.

“We’re not islands; we’re mutual-
ly dependent,” Austin was quoted
as saying by the Associated Press
recently. “We need an attitude ad-
justment. We have powerful attrib-
utes that we can build on and bene-

fit from, if we have effective leader-
ship.”

However, he added growth in this
key area must be a federal priority.

“There’s an obsession with China
around the globe,”Austin said.“We
do more trade with Canada in 
one day than we do over weeks 

and months with
China.”

The report
points out that
trade across the
A m b a s s a d o r
Bridge in a single
day matches the
annual total of
US exports to
Japan.

The report crit-
icizes increased

security initiatives for shippers, in-
cluding advanced notice require-
ments for cross-border shipments.

“What really alarms us is the
speed at which these new require-
ments are being put on border
crossings,” said Sarah Hubbard,
vice-president of government rela-
tions with the Detroit Regional
Chamber. “We depend on a free
flow of traffic with Canada.”

The report says both countries
should have a strategy in place by
2015 to reduce congestion and red
tape at the border. ■■

– With files from the Associated
Press

OTA: How’s Port
Huron treating you?
PORT HURON, Mich. – The
Ontario Trucking Association
(OTA) is surveying drivers to learn
about the treatment they are 
receiving at the Port Huron, Mich.
border crossing.

The survey stems from com-
plaints about excessive wait times
and the poor treatment of drivers
at the crossing. The OTA has in-
stalled a survey collection station
inside the US Customs compound
(secondary crossing) at Port Huron
and would like all drivers to take a
moment to complete the survey.

The results are completely confi-
dential and only OTA will have 
access to the surveys, the associa-
tion insists. The OTA will collect
drivers’ comments for the next
three months, and then will address
concerns with US Customs Border
Protection and the Michigan
Department of Transportation.
Ideally, OTA says it will be able to
improve the drivers’ level of satis-
faction. Survey forms can be ob-
tained from the specially-marked
survey station located inside the
US Customs compound. They are
located in the hallway where driv-
ers line up to see Customs officers
after being referred for secondary
processing.

Of particular interest to OTA are
details such as: time and date of
crossing; how often they cross at
Port Huron; whether they were
treated in a professional manner by
staff; length of wait time; and
whether adequate seating was 
provided. There’s also a space to
provide additional comments. ■■

Ontario seeks amendments to
Michigan Business Tax

Border congestion costly: Report

‘We do more trade
with Canada in one
day than we do over
weeks and months

with China.’
John Austin
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Ontario Transport Minister Jim
Bradley (no relation to OTA chief
David Bradley) reads: “No person
shall drive, or permit the operation
of, a commercial motor vehicle on a
highway unless the vehicle is
equipped with a speed-limiting sys-
tem that is activated and functioning
in accordance with the regulations.”

While the wording appears to
encompass all trucks – including
those built prior to the mid-90s
when speed limiters first became a
standard feature on engines –
OTA’s Bradley assured Truck
News that only trucks with speed
limiter technology built into them
will be covered by the law.

“That will be clarified in the reg-
ulations,” he said.

But while the wording of the leg-
islation is likely to be fine-tuned, it
now appears very unlikely that the
controversial Bill will be defeated.
Once a Bill is introduced in the
Ontario Legislature, “it is the gov-
ernment’s expectation that barring
Opposition stalling, shifting gov-
ernment priorities, or unforeseen
circumstances, the Bill will pass,
and the government will bring its
considerable resources to bear on
making sure this happens,” says a
document on the Ontario govern-
ment’s Web site.

The Bill is expected to gain all-
party support (remember, a mem-
ber of the Opposition Conserva-
tive party attempted to introduce
the law as a private-member’s Bill
back in 2006), which means there
may not be any appetite to defeat
the proposed law at Queen’s Park.

The OTA says speed limiters will
improve highway safety while re-
ducing greenhouse gas emissions by
as much as 280 kilotonnes per year.

OTA’s Bradley said the law was
“a significant step forward for
highway safety and for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions” and
added the association “urges the
Ontario Legislature to pass this
legislation without delay.”

But despite the momentum
gained by the movement, the issue
remains extremely divisive within
the industry, both inside Ontario’s
borders and even in outside jurisdic-
tions. The owner/operator commu-
nity, represented by both the Own-
er-Operators’ Business Association
of Canada (OBAC) and the Owner-
Operators Independent Drivers’
Association (OOIDA) in the US,
has been the most vocal in con-
demning the proposed law.

OBAC executive director
Joanne Ritchie told Truck News
that “MTO is pandering to a hand-
ful of carriers who are either too
cheap, too lazy or too greedy to
compete fairly. Rather than pay
their drivers a decent rate, invest in
training and anti-idle technology,
and implement internal safety and
compliance regimes, these carriers
have bamboozled government into
taking these responsibilities off
their shoulders.”

She questioned Minister
Bradley’s contention that the
speed limiter law will get speeding
trucks off the highway.

“Stepped-up enforcement of
speed limits and reckless driving
will,” she countered. “The pro-
posed legislation will not achieve
the government’s purported objec-
tives of a cleaner environment and
safer roads. It’s a red herring de-
signed to take the heat off the cops
that have failed miserably at get-
ting speeding and reckless driving
on our highways under control.”

May 2008Page 12 TRUCK NEWS 

CANADA

OOIDA eyes NAFTA
trade implications
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South of the border, the OOIDA,
which represents 150,000 members,
is also opposed to the law.

“We have been looking at the
NAFTA implications,” said Rick
Craig, director of regulatory affairs
with OOIDA. “We do have attor-

neys looking at it and the impact
this could have on trade.”

In the meantime, Craig said
those who oppose the law should
continue to call, write and e-mail
their local MPPs. OOIDA is watch-
ing with interest, with the expecta-

tion that carrier groups in the US
may follow suit if the Ontario law is
successfully introduced.The Amer-
ican Trucking Associations (ATA)
has already voiced its support for
mandatory speed control in the US,
although it prefers the settings to

be fixed at the OEM level.
“This really becomes sort of the

first battle ground,” Craig told
Truck News.

While carrier groups in the US
have expressed some support for
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similar legislation on their side of
the border, not all US-based fleets
support the Ontario initiative.
Kendra Adams, acting president of
the New York State Motor Truck
Association told Truck News that
the issue remains contentious
among her association’s members.

“Our carriers are split on it,”
Adams said.

The association hasn’t taken a
formal position for or against On-
tario’s proposed rule. While
Adams was hesitant to comment
further on the Ontario proposal,
she added “In light of rising fuel
prices, we’re seeing more and more
of our carriers reducing speed lim-
its on their vehicles.”

Bruce Richards, president of the
Private Motor Truck Council
(PMTC) of Canada, another asso-
ciation that has opposed the
mandatory enforcement of speed
limiters, says his group’s position
has not changed.

“We’re still trying to get the Min-
istry to take a broader approach to
speed control and not zero in on
trucks specifically,” said Richards.
“We’re not anti-speed limiters. But
if we zero in on trucks, we run the
risk of overlooking the larger part
of the vehicle population.”

Richards said he expects the Bill
to become law, because “As I un-
derstand it, all the Opposition par-
ties are in favour. It’s a popular

move to make – it’s a no-brainer
for a politician to say ‘I’m going to
control the speed of trucks.’”

So with the speed limiter legisla-
tion poised to become law, attention
must now turn to enforcement tac-
tics.Emna Dhahak, senior media li-
aison officer with the MTO, told
Truck News that “MTO enforce-
ment officers will be trained on 
devices capable of reading speed
limiter settings and detecting tam-
pering. This technology will be
used at strategic roadside locations.
As well, the legislation allows the
police and MTO to charge a vehi-
cle operator and driver for not hav-
ing an activated speed limiter, if the
vehicle is given a speeding ticket
over a prescribed speed.”

She said any penalties would
likely also count against a carrier’s
CVOR rating.

The training of enforcement offi-
cers is not yet underway, the MTO
official told Truck News, but she
said “If the legislation is passed,
Ministry staff will be developing
supporting regulations over the
summer, after which officer train-
ing will commence.”

When the regulations come into
force, probably next year, MTO
plans to launch an educational 
period of six to 12 months before
cracking down with fines. For coast-
to-coast reaction, see related stories,
continuing to pg. 21. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:860;

By Jan Westell
DELTA, B.C. – Like their Ontario
sister organization, the Western
Canadian trucking associations sup-
port a move to limit truck speeds to
105 km/h. But unlike in Ontario, the
associations have had little luck con-
vincing their respective Ministries of
Transportation to adopt the policy.

The B.C. Trucking Association
(BCTA) has supported a national
initiative undertaken by the Canadi-
an Trucking Alliance (CTA) to im-
plement speed limiters. On its own,
the BCTA has supported speed 
limiters as being valuable from both
a safety and environmental perspec-
tive,and has lobbied the B.C.provin-
cial government on this issue, pro-
moting the associated benefits.

“We have informed the govern-
ment of B.C. of our support for
speed limiters, and most recently
have reminded them of the potential
for a reduction in greenhouse gases
associated with speed limiters,” says
Paul Landry, the president and CEO
of the BCTA.

“The initial response that we got,
when we first raised this with the
provincial government is that
‘speeding trucks is not an issue in
B.C.,’” said Landry, of a discussion
that happened about a year and a

half ago. “I guess we were disap-
pointed with that response, but
again: as part of our climate change
package, as part of a series of pro-
posals that we made in respect to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions
from trucks, we reminded the gov-
ernment of the value of speed lim-
iters.”

Landry says many of its members
are already managing speeds, so 
operating in Ontario shouldn’t pose
a challenge.

“They either use speed limiters or
they monitor the speed of their
trucks and/or they take action with
respect to drivers that engage in
speeding practices,” he says. “Speed
management is very common in the
industry. This is one approach to
dealing with that, although some
companies would prefer other ap-
proaches. But Ontario has decided
that we should be using the technol-
ogy that exists in the vast majority of
trucks, to put something more con-
crete in place.”

In response, a spokesperson for
the B.C. Ministry of Transportation
and Highways, says B.C. is part of a
federal group that’s considering
speed limiters.

“We’ve been working with Trans-
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Bill unlikely to be defeated
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Western reaction:
Western associations want to follow suit,
but provincial will lacking west of Ontario
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port Canada on this issue to under-
stand the implications of this device
at a national level, given that com-
mercial trucks travel daily across
provincial boundaries,” says Jeff
Knight.

Bob Dolyniuk, the general
manger of the Manitoba Trucking
Association (MTA), says his organi-
zation also endorses speed limiters.
As for Ontario’s new law, the gener-
al manager would like to see the ac-
tual wording of this new legislation
before commenting further.

“I guess it has often been said 
‘the devil is in the details,’” says
Dolyniuk, who is interested in
knowing when, where, and how the
new Ontario legislation will be en-
forced, and if the speed limiter rule
will be applied to US-based trucks.

“Specifically, there’s been a view
that at times, Americans are treated
differently than Canadians in Cana-
da,”he says.“Well, sometimes things
may or may not be applied to them,
and we would hope that if the intent
of this legislation is applied to all
trucks operating in Ontario, that
would include Americans as well.”

The MTA has made clear its posi-
tion in favour of speed limiters to
the Manitoba provincial govern-
ment, and like the BCTA, has yet to
reach an agreement on the topic.

“The province knows our position
on speed limiters, and as a matter of
fact: the province of Manitoba has
recently taken steps to actually 

increase the speed on the Trans-
Canada Highway, and Hwy. 75, to
110 km/h, which we were opposed
to,” says Dolyniuk, noting the speed
is presently sitting at 100 km/h.

“In spite of all our efforts, it would
appear that this increase is going to
happen,” he adds of a higher speed
limit, which is expected to be passed
shortly by the Manitoba provincial
government.

Colin Lemoine, a spokesperson
for the Manitoba Ministry of Infra-
structure and Transportation con-
firms that a Manitoba transport
board did approve an increase in
speed,which is now awaiting provin-
cial government approval.

The Manitoba
spokesperson be-
lieves that this in-
crease is not out-
of-place with other
speed limits across
the Western prov-
inces.

“There are speed
limits at 110 km/h
in Alberta, in
Saskatchewan and
in other provinces.
So Manitoba is not
in any different po-
sition from them,
but I guess that’s
why a federal
group needs to
look at the effects
of these speed lim-
its, all those types

of things,” says Lemoine of a federal
task force presently considering a
national consensus.

The Alberta Motor Transport 
Association (AMTA) is also in
favour of speed limiters and previ-
ously supported a proposal made by
the CTA and the Ontario Trucking
Association (OTA) on the matter.
Like the MTA and BCTA, it is not
getting any support from its provin-
cial government to control speeds.

“We know that there are
owner/operator types that seem to
think that this is not a great thing to
do,” AMTA executive director,
Mayne Root says of an opposing
sentiment that doesn’t support legis-
lation for speed limiters.

“There is a whole lobby of people
that believe that the (trucking) com-

panies already have this ability.”
Root says the AMTA supports the

research that has been undertaken
by the CTA and the OTA, support-
ing the reliability and cost-effective-
ness of a control device that limits
speed.

While Root emphasizes that the
AMTA’s focus is on the trucking 
industry, enforcing speeds with all
vehicles has certainly been a topic of
discussion within the association,
especially with one member who
spoke out recently, recollected the
executive director.

“The comment he made was: ‘If
the speed limits were enforced, with
everybody, would this be a big 
issue?’ And, probably it wouldn’t
be,” said Root. ■■
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■ Continued from page 14

No

Yes

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

26%

74% No

Yes

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

61%

39%

Do you support the Canadian Trucking Alliance’s call
for the mandatory use of speed limiters in trucks?

Owner/Operators Fleets

Equipment Buying Trends Survey 2007
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By Carroll McCormick
MONTREAL, Que. – Like Que-
bec, which passed into law three
months before expected a Bill
that will cap commercial truck
speeds at 105 km/h, Ontario has
wasted no time adopting its own
105 Bill on March 19.

One might think that Ontario’s
Bill 41 should help Transports
Quebec to firm up its own
thoughts on just when to make
105 mandatory (the law is on the
books, but the start date for it has
not been set), but Transports Que-
bec spokesperson Nicole St.
Marie says,“I don’t know whether
the Ontario decision will have any
impact on our decision here.”

She notes that Transports Que-
bec and other provinces’ adminis-
trators are still discussing 105;
Quebec has been promoting the
idea of a harmonious adoption of
105 laws across the continent.

“The discussions are supposed
to end this spring and after, we
will know whether the law can be
applied at the end of this year or
early next year,” St. Marie adds.

Despite what Quebec might
wish, however, Ontario’s Bill is
written to mandate 105 for all
heavy trucks driving in the
province, regardless of origin.

Atlantic Provinces Trucking As-
sociation president Peter Nelson
speaks both to the idea of similar
legislation east of Quebec, and
how eastern carriers will cope
with 105 in Ontario, should it be
the first to demand compliance:

“Ontario’s initiative in regards
to enacting speed limiter legisla-
tion was expected. It is not the is-
sue here in Atlantic Canada that it
is in Ontario and Quebec. Prince
Edward Island’s highest posted
speed limit is 90 km/h and New-
foundland is 100 km/h. More than
90% of roads in New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia would be posted
at 100 km/h. The major carriers
and the ‘work smarter’ owner/op-
erators in Atlantic Canada have
slowed down as diesel prices have
gone up, and they have slowed
down voluntarily.”

Of course, if truckers always re-
spected the posted speed limit,
most provinces would have no
need for 105 laws, but point taken.

A 105 law in Ontario will pose
no difficulties for New
Brunswick’s Sunbury Transport,
according to Paul Murphy, man-
ager of business improvement.

“Our company fleet is already
governed at 100 km/h, so compli-
ance won’t be an issue.”

The maximum speed of the
company’s trucks had been 97
km/h, but was raised to 100 km/h
three years ago.

“From a safety point of view,
we are self-insured. I don’t care
what people say: the faster you
go, the more risk there is of an ac-
cident.”

One Truck News reader com-

mented a while ago that carriers
were afraid to impose top speeds
on their owner/operators, for fear
of offending them and causing de-
fections to other carriers, but
Murphy notes, “We manage our
owner/operators’ speed with
Qualcomm’s SensorTRACS. We
review that on a weekly basis. The
target with them is 105 km/h. We
give them the tools for things like
safety and fuel usage, but ulti-
mately they have to manage their
own rigs. We are very active in
green initiatives with the provin-
cial and federal governments.
Speed is something we are work-

ing on with our guys all the time.”
Paul Easson, general manager

with Eassons Transport in
Berwick, N.S., explains that the
carrier has activated speed lim-
iters on all its company tractors.
Some are set at 105 km/h, others
at 100 km/h, depending on driver
preference.

In any case, the company driv-
ers earn a bonus for having no
more than 5% of their time over
100 as well as an idle time bonus
for idle hours less than budgeted.

As for its owner/operators, Eas-
son says, “Owner/operator speed
is not limited but it is monitored
so we can deal with anyone who
leads the group for speed.”

He adds, “My personal opinion
on speed limiters: Reduced speed
is safer, more economical and en-
vironmentally-friendly. It is sim-
ply good business. There are some
valid arguments against speed
regulation but I think the benefits
win hands down.” ■■
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Eastern reaction:
Will Quebec proceed with its own speed
limiter law now that Ontario went first?

‘It is not the issue here in 
Atlantic Canada as it is in 

Ontario and Quebec.’
Peter Nelson, APTA
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By Adam Ledlow
CONCORD, Ont. – Though Bill
41, which would limit the speed of
big rigs operating on provincial
roads and highways to 105 km/h,
has not yet been passed, the odds
now seem heavily weighed in the
proposed legislation’s favour.

Though many Ontario carriers
have been governing their fleets’
speed for years already, hundreds
more may soon need to make the
switch.This means that there soon
could be thousands of trucks
needing to have their speed lim-
iters activated.

Speed limiters are electronic
microchips which have been in-
stalled standard on virtually all
heavy-duty trucks since the mid-
1990s.The Ontario Trucking Asso-
ciation (OTA), which has been
the main proponent pushing for

mandatory speed limiters since
2005, has said the activation
process is simple. But is it? 

According to Matt Koski, lead

hand and dyno operator at
Toromont Cat in Concord, just
north of Toronto, it is – as long as
you have access to the appropri-

ate software.
“If a man has his own truck, he

can regulate speed if he has cer-
tain software – he can go in a
change it to whatever he wants
to,” Koski says. Using a laptop or
PDA, “you go into Configura-
tions, you go into Vehicle Speed
Limit, and you punch in 105. It’s
as simple as that.”

Larger fleets are more likely to
have access to the necessary soft-
ware for set-up, but Koski says
that any changes made to the en-
gine’s configurations will have to
be done by the owner. If you’re an
owner/operator and don’t have
access to the software, taking your
rig to an authorized dealer for
speed limiter set-up should be a
half-hour job – as long as your en-
gine is electronic. However, if
you’re still operating a rig with a
mechanical engine, Koski esti-
mates about four hours of labour
and $200 in parts.

“The mechanical one is defi-
nitely going to cost you a good bit
more,” he says, noting that me-
chanically limiting your speed
also isn’t as precise as an electron-
ic chip.

Fortunately, it’s likely the law
will apply only to trucks manufac-
tured since the mid-90s, when
speed limiters became standard,
according to the OTA.

One of the main concerns is
that if speed limiters are so easy
to set up, won’t they be just as
easy to tamper with and to raise
the maximum allowable speed?
The short answer is yes, but don’t
expect to get away with it.

“The ECM (Electric Control
Module) needs an input from the
vehicle’s speed sensor which is on
the back of the transmission,”
Koski says.

“If 105 km/h is set as a maxi-
mum, once reached, the ECM will
cut the fuel down and not allow
the truck to go any faster. (How-
ever) there have been people dis-
rupting that signal, so the ECM
doesn’t know what the vehicle’s
speed is.”

Should a driver decide to tamp-
er with the signal, the vehicle
speed limit protection will kick in,
Koski says. If the ECM loses the
vehicle’s speed signal, it will auto-
matically go to a pre-programmed
default RPM value, which will
usually cause the rig to go even
slower than 105 km/h.

As well, the configurations for
vehicle speed, the vehicle speed
limit protection, and RPM are all
password-protected, so each time
one is accessed and/or changed,
the user leaves a “signature.”
Therefore, changes can be tracked
back to the user – so meddlers, be-
ware.

That said, Koski admits that
there is always some way to beat
the system and it’s only a matter
of time until someone comes up
with a “tampering solution.” But
you’ll still run the risk of ending
up on the wrong end of a radar
gun. And if the law is passed as
written, tampering with the speed
limiter settings will carry addi-
tional fines. ■■
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Speed limiter activation: Tamper-proof or user-friendly?

HOW IT’S DONE: Toromont Cat lead hand Matt Koski says setting speed limiters
is a simple process – if you have the software. Photo by Adam Ledlow
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TORONTO, Ont. – The following
are snippets from the many letters
and e-mails Truck News received
since posting information about
Ontario’s new speed limiter legisla-
tion on trucknews.com:

•

I’m all for safety but this is the
wrong way to do this. Let the police
do their jobs, as we pay fuel tax to
pay them already! 

I’m not saying that speeding is
good, but we are a company that
runs the US, where the limit is over
100 km/h. I hear there’s a shortage
of drivers – there’s a shortage of
trained drivers.The qualified drivers
and owner/operators are being
pushed out.

– Gord Speers

•

I have absolutely nothing against
speed limiters for trucks. What I do
have a problem with is limiting the
speed of the trucks and not the cars.
If you are going to limit the speed of
one, limit them all.

If limiting the speed of trucks is
good for the environment, then
think what it would do if you limited
the speed of all the cars and small
trucks on the road.

– Keith Vaughan

•

Much more thought needs to go
into speed limiters on trucks at 105
km/h. Trucks cannot maintain that
speed going up most hills and they
will slow other traffic. Govern them
at 75 mph – this will be better for
US and Canadian trucks running in
both countries. Unless you’re trying
to keep US trucks out of Ontario.

– Brian Ferguson

•

I believe if this going to take place
for commercial trucks, it should
be mandatory for motorcycles,
snowmobiles and personal vehi-
cles as well.

Just think of the lives this would
save, not to mention the environ-
mental impact. It’s about time we
stop picking on just the trucking in-
dustry – what’s good for the goose is
good for the gander.

– Doug Scott

•

If we really want to cut down on
greenhouse gases, the government
should encourage other fuel alter-
natives. If they are really serious
about slowing down the speed on
our highways, they would monitor
the four-wheelers as well.

With today’s technology, it would
be very easy to do so. I drive my
truck under 100 km/h, a lot of time
even at 95.

I know how much I am saving on
my diesel bills.But when you are liv-
ing in the north and where the dou-
ble lanes do not exist much and we
are passing each other on hills, you
need some extra speed.

– Gaetan Carriere

•

My concern is about the safety of

everybody on the road. I was travel-
ling westbound on the 401 near
Kingston along with my wife who

was driving her truck.
Our trucks are governed at 105

km/h but my truck was a little faster

and out-pulled hers on the hills. I
went to pass her as the roads were
clear and there was very little traffic.

After I was about halfway up her
trailer, an SUV started to flash his
high-beams in our mirrors, swerving
from right shoulder to left shoulder.

After I got by my wife, the SUV
flew past us, cut me off and slammed
on the brakes.We were both hauling
B-trains and were grossed out at
63,000 kgs. I did everything in my
power not to hit him and did not.

He stopped and got out, I stopped
and got out. My wife called the po-
lice.The driver of the SUV and I got
into a very heated dispute over me
taking too long to pass my wife,
which took 45 seconds.

The roads are not going to be any
safer at 105, because of drivers in
four-wheelers who don’t have the
patience to wait or the knowledge
to understand.

– Andrew Barlow ■■
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By Carroll McCormick
HALIFAX, N.S. – On Apr. 1,
Nova Scotia introduced a ban on
using cell phones while driving,
joining Quebec, whose own ban
kicked in that same day, and
Newfoundland, who has had the
ban since 2003. Forgivably, given
that interpretation seems to be
nine-tenths of the law, speculation
about exactly which communica-
tions devices fall under the ban 
is spawning its own micro-mini 
urban mythology.

Trucker William Gerhardt 
exclaimed in an e-mail to 
Truck News, “We are located in
Lunenburg Nova Scotia and use
walkie-talkie phones and were
told that you can not use any de-
vice like that including CBs by a
government employee who asked

transportation officials. How rea-
sonable is a law like this?”

Great Village-based trucker,
Donald Cock, tracked down by
land line at the Double C Truck
Stop in Debert, said, “A friend 
of mine in the RCMP said 
the 10-4 system
is Okay. You
just can’t have
a cell phone
stuck up to
your face when
you drive.”

However, he
added, “They
tell me a head-
set  isn’t legal.”

Paul Easson, general manager
of Eassons Transport in Berwick,
commented from his Blackberry
on Easter Sunday (he was not

driving at the time), “I have not
seen the actual legislation but
have not heard it banned anything
but cell phones.”

Wayne Onda, executive director
of the Trucking Association of
Nova Scotia, stated, “It is a 

cell phone and
text messaging
ban.”

Who has it
right and who
does not?

The wording
of Bill 7 is short
and sweet: “It is
an offence for a
person to use a

handheld cellular telephone or en-
gage in text messaging on any
communications device while 
operating a vehicle on a highway.”

Otherwise, notes the amend-
ment to the Motor Vehicle Act,
“This Section does not apply to a
person who uses a handheld cellu-
lar telephone or other communi-
cations device to report an imme-
diate emergency situation.”

So there it is: Do not use your
cell phone clutched in your hand
while driving. Do not text message
on any communications device,
while driving. If that seems too
easy to believe, believe Sgt. Mark
Gallagher, the official spokesper-
son for the RCMP in Nova Scotia.

“You can’t go beyond what the
letter of the law is. We are not go-
ing to start interpreting the law.
The law is the law. What I say to
people is: ‘Don’t start interpreting
the law. Don’t embark on ru-
mours.’” He also stated that the
RCMP is not interested in CBs or
walkie-talkies.

But hang on a second. What is
this text messaging business?
Don’t truckers do that from their
on-board computers? Hoping for
more grist for a best-selling book
of cell phone ban myths, I asked
Easson if he thought the ban cov-
ered on-board computers.

“On-board computers have al-
ways had notices on them saying
‘Do not read while driving.’ The
newest units we have now have
text-to-speech so we will migrate
toward that. I am sure drivers read
messages while on the road re-
gardless of the warning.”

Good answer, Paul, but now I
feel millions in royalties slipping
out of my sweaty paws.

The port of best hope seemed to
be the Justice Department, which
Sgt. Gallagher advised would give
an interpretation of the law.
But one reach short of the wharf 
I became becalmed at the
Department of Transportation and
Infrastructure Renewal.

“The legislation is specific to
cellular telephones. What the Bill
is intended to address is cell
phones, Blackberries and hand-
held items,” says spokesperson
Cathy McIsaac. As for headsets,
she says, “If it is hands-free tech-
nology, it will be permitted.”

She also stated that CB radios
are not part of the ban.

Straightforward is as straight-
forward does, except that every-
one knows that a law without
fuzzy edges is like a lawyer with-
out a job. I asked Sgt. Gallagher
what would happen if a person
were stopped and ticketed for us-
ing a 10-4 or CB, you know, by a
peace officer who hadn’t read this
article.

“If something like that were to
happen, people must realize the
information on the ticket has to go
to the Crown prosecutor first.
They have to be comfortable be-
fore the charges go ahead.This has
happened before.

“The people could be contacted
and told that the charges would
not be laid. If you receive a ticket
and don’t agree with it, the side of
the road is not the place to debate
it. Inform yourself as far as the let-
ter of the law. You can call the
province and get an interpretation
of the law in writing. Take it to the
RCMP and discuss it. If there 
is no discussion let the courts 
decide.” ■■

EAST

De-mystifying the Nova Scotia cell phone ban
Will CBs be included in the ban? What about walkie-talkies?

‘Don’t start interpreting
the law. Don’t embark

on rumours.’
Mark Gallagher, RCMP

NAL serves the Trucking Industry

Disability • Downtime • Buydown

Call Today! 1-800-265-1657
NAL Downtime Lounges

HWY 401: Woodstock, TA Truck Stop, Exit 230
Cornwall, Fifth Wheel Truck Stop, Exit 792

QEW: Fort Erie, Fort Erie Travel Center, Exit 5

And is Proud to Sponsor

helping dreams come true for children 
with life threatening illnesses

saving our environment, 
one mile at a time

expert information in an 
affordable fashion
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ADD STRENGTH, THEN MULTIPLY BY 1,000.
FLOORS ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF YOUR TRAILER. As hook joints eventually succumb to the
pressures of forklifts and cargo, they create thousands of deteriorating weak spots and the need to replace the
trailer floor. The key to a stronger, more durable floor is the thousands of Zig-Zag joints found in a Prolam Floor.

Zig-Zag technology increases the performance of a floor by forming a powerful seal that is twice as strong as
the traditional hook joint. The result, a trailer floor that lasts longer and outperforms any other in the industry.

www.prolamfloors.com

The thousands of ZIG ZAG joints 
in a Prolam floor make it the 

most durable floor in the industry.

To view a brief demo on this revolutionary technology,
visit www.prolamfloors.com/zigzag_video.htm
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KENTVILLE, N.S. – The 
Nova Scotia Trucking Safety
Association recently held its first
Safety Excellence Awards, hon-
ouring some of the safest carriers
and industry leaders in the
province.

The awards were held during
NSTSA’s 2007 annual general
meeting in Halifax on Feb.
27. Attending as guest speakers 
at the event were Murray Scott,
Minister of Transportation and
Infrastructure Renewal, and
Nancy MacCready-Williams, CEO
of the Workers’ Compensation
Board of Nova Scotia, who also
doled out the Safety Excellence

Awards to the following recipi-
ents:

Small Business Safety Excellence
Award: Craig Crowe Trucking of
Truro, N.S.

Large Business Safety Excellence
Award: Holland’s Carriers Ltd. of
New Germany, N.S.

Occupational Health & Safety
Committee Safety Excellence Award:
Midland Transport, Sydney
Terminal.

Progress Achievement Award:Day
& Ross, Dartmouth Terminal.

Partner Recognition Award: Paul
Cormier, Nova Scotia Trans-
portation and Infrastructure
Renewal. ■■

FREDERICTON, N.B. –
Applications from the trucking 
industry to operate long com-
bination vehicles (LCVs) under
special permit on four-lane high-
ways in New Brunswick will be 
accepted by the Department of
Transportation effective June 30.

An LCV is a twin semi-trailer
combination with an overall
length of 40 metres.

They have been operating on
Routes 1 and 2 between Saint
John and Dieppe as part of a pilot
project since 2005.

The safety of these vehicles has
been subject to a University of
New Brunswick study that deter-
mined they were safe for use on
New Brunswick’s four-lane high-
ways.

“These types of operations can
provide transportation efficien-
cies contributing to our Atlantic
Gateway work and our provincial
agenda to become self sufficient
by 2026,” said Transportation
Minister Denis Landry.

“The operation of LCVs on 
major corridors can also provide
environmental benefits such as
fuel savings and greenhouse gas
reductions that contribute to 
the province’s Climate Change
Action Plan.”

Landry said that the depart-
ment will be applying strict permit
and operating conditions to all
carriers approved to operate

LCVs in New Brunswick.
Companies will be required to

submit to the Department of
Transportation a detailed applica-
tion covering such items as access
to origin/destination, commodi-
ties transported, and driver and
vehicle information.

The department will review the
applications against established
criteria to determine if a special
operating permit will be issued.

Further information regarding
the approval process and vehicle
specifications for LCV operations
in New Brunswick may be 
obtained by contacting the
Department of Transportation at
506-453-2802. ■■

QUEBEC

NSTSA holds first-ever safety awards

A GOOD CAUSE: Bradley Crowe (left), son of Craig Crowe Trucking owner Craig
Crowe, accepts the Small Business Safety Excellence Award on behalf of his 
father during the recent awards ceremony.

LCVs get green light in N.B.

LONG TIME COMING: Long combi-
nation vehicles (LCVs) are finally 
gaining acceptance in some regions
of Canada. New Brunswick is accept-
ing applications for permits beginning
in June.

PAUL VANDENBERG

FLAT BED EQUIPMENT

1-866-948-27771-866-948-2777
130 Copernicus Blvd.

Brantford, ON
N3P 1L9

519-720-9464
Fax: 519-720-9468

NEW  INSTALLATIONSSIDE ROLLS

TARPS! TARP SYSTEMS! FLATBED EQUIPMENT!

• Bevelled wood
• Corner protectors for chain and straps
• 2", 3" and 4" cargo straps
• Rubber straps – Various lengths
• Winch bars
• Aluminum storage boxes

• Aluminum cab guards
• Aluminum bulk heads
• Grade 70 transport chain
• Ratchet binders
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• Coil bunks

NEW  INSTALLATIONSSIDE ROLLS
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CANADIAN MADE TARPS RIGHT HERE IN BRANTFORD!
TARP REPAIRS

DROP-OFF
SERVICE

OR WHILE YOU
WAIT!

CANADIAN MADE TARPS RIGHT HERE IN BRANTFORD!

www.trisontarps.ca

Inc.
WHERE CUSTOMER SERVICE EXCELS

• DRIVE THRU BAYS 
• LARGE LOTS 

• EASY ACCESS
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• Authorized Webasto Dealer

905-262-5852
Fax: 905-262-5977
tag.inc@bellnet.ca

1900 STANLEY AVE.
& HWY 405

Niagara Falls

• Custom A/C hoses for truck, bus
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TRANSPORT REFRIGERATION
SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

ENGINE & CARGO HEATERS
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24 hour emergency service

pg 24 tn may  4/8/08  1:16 PM  Page 24

http://www.trisontarps.ca
mailto:inc@bellnet.ca


TRUCK NEWS Page 25May 2008

By Carroll McCormick
GATINEAU, Que. – One day be-
fore heading south in his company
rig, Daniel Martineau opened a let-
ter from the Societe de l’assurance
automobile du Quebec (SAAQ).To
his astonishment, it advised him that
his Class 1 licence was only valid in
Canada.

“I was ready to leave for the US
on March 5. If I had left before that
letter arrived, I would have gotten
into shit. My driver’s abstract shows
that I can’t drive anymore in the
US,” says Martineau. Over the next
two weeks he scrambled, unsuccess-
fully, to figure out how this had
dropped on his head, while pulling
domestic loads to keep some cash
coming in.

Then another letter arrived from
le Service de l’evaluation medicale,
the same branch of the SAAQ that
prepared his letter, informing his
wife Rita Gagnon that her Class 1
for the US was also worthless be-
cause of a hearing problem.

As far as Martineau could gather
after two weeks of burning up the
phone lines, the US and Quebec
cooked up this restriction sometime
in early February.“I don’t know why
they came out with this rule now. I
would like to find out why, after 10
years – Boom!”

In actuality, the seeds of
Martineau’s dismay were sown in
1998 at the beginning of his second
career as a long-haul trucker, after
leaving his job as director of ware-
housing for Loeb.

His pre-licence medical had un-
covered a problem with his binocu-
lar vision. It could have disqualified
him immediately from getting his
Class 1, but SAAQ granted it any-
way, using its pouvoir discretion-
naire (discretionary power). The
only restriction was that he could
not drive taxis, buses or ambulances.

This seemed harmless, but what
escaped Martineau’s attention for a
decade is that under a 1999
Canada/US Medical Reciprocity
Agreement, and apparently even
before that,his Class 1 had never ex-
tended to driving tractor-trailers in
the US. Before the Reciprocity
Agreement was signed, truckers had
to carry separate medical fitness
cards. But recognizing that their
medical standards for commercial
drivers were nearly identical, the
two countries agreed to recognize
the commercial driver’s licence as
proof of medical fitness to drive
south or north of the border.

However,according to an Ontario
Trucking Association document, the
agreement forbade Canadians who
had “insulin-dependant diabetess,
had monocular vision, were hearing
impaired or were epileptic on anti-
convulsive medication”from driving
in the States.

A slightly different list of medical
conditions in an SAAQ brochure
does not explicitly mention monoc-
ular vision, but does include any
Class 1,2,3 or 4B licence granted un-
der its discretionary power.

So far so bad.A goal under the re-

ciprocal agreement had been to flag
disqualifying medical conditions
with a Code W (Condition W in
Quebec), a universal indicator 
that was to appear on driver’s 
licences. But according to Audrey
Henderson, director of programs
with the Canadian Council of Motor
Transport Administrators (CCM-
TA), “Code W was put into
abeyance while the US finishes
looking at its medical processes.
As far as I know, the US is still 
reviewing and developing that.”

In fact, says SAAQ, there was a
delay in applying the reciprocal
agreement,period.Somehow or oth-
er, drivers like Martineau did not
pick up the fact that they had no 

licence to drive in the US. One
SAAQ official did admit, however,
that early SAAQ letters were so gar-
bled that it finally solicited the help
of school children to judge their
comprehensibility.

In 2006 SAAQ began a push to
work on the agreement. It mailed
letters to over 7,500 heavy truck
owners and Class 1, 2, 3 and 4B li-
cence holders, advising them of con-
ditions of the reciprocity agreement.
But only on Feb. 25, 2008 was the
SAAQ computer system able to be-
gin sending letters to drivers advis-
ing them of their Condition W sta-
tus. One stick in the eye in this tale,
which cost Martineau and his wife
$3,600 in income by Mar. 21, is that
what counts as inadequate monocu-
lar vision,or distant binocular acuity,
or microstrabismus, whatever, re-
portedly varies between Quebec,
CCMTA and the US Federal
Highway Safety Administration.

“The US is in the process of 
renewing its medical tests, as is

Quebec.We are trying to harmonize
as much as possible the tests 
between Quebec and the US and
Quebec and the rest of Canada,” ex-
plains SAAQ’s Sylvie Boulanger.

The kicker is that were Martineau
a US resident, he might qualify for
his Class 1. But the only short-term
hope for this trucking couple was
that the new medicals they took in
March will demonstrate that the
pouvoir discretionnaire can be 
removed, letting them head south
again. “This,” says Boulanger, “is a
problem we are examining in order
not to penalize Quebec drivers who
want to drive in the US.”

And as luck would have it, this
story has a happy ending. Just as
Truck News was heading to press,
Martineau called to confirm the
March medicals taken by he and his
wife have vindicated them.

The pouvoir discretionnaire was
indeed removed, and both of their
abilities to run into the US were re-
stored. ■■

Grounded!
Quebec trucker shut out of US
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In addition to a ring fit for a champion, 
2008’s honouree will also receive $3,000 CASH

and a VACATION FOR TWO up to $2,500! 

Name:

Address:

Town/City:

Home phone:

Email:

Number of years in trucking/commodity hauled:

Primary truck and engine:

Number of vehicles:

Contracted to (if applicable):

How do you maximize fuel efficiency?:

My choice is based on:

Prov:

Bus. phone:

Postal code:

Safe driving record ❍ Industry/community involvement ❍ Heroism ❍ Going "Green" Initiatives ❍

Explain:

Nominated by: Phone:

Mail completed forms to “AWARD” Truck News/Truck West, Attn: Kathy Penner
12 Concorde Place, Suite 800, Toronto, Ontario M3C 4J2

Nominations must be received by June 1, 2008

(Include additional information on separate paper if insufficient space)

Co-founding sponsors 
of this award…

Our 
15th annual search for

EXCELLENCE has begun.

The Owner/Operator of the Year should be…

FORM MUST BE FILLED IN COMPLETELY AND NOMINEE MUST HAVE CLEAN DRIVER'S ABSTRACT

TRUCK NEWS and TRUCK WEST are proud to 
honour Canada’s top Owner/Operator every year.

We know Owner/Operators are at the heart of the trucking industry, investing both personally and 
financially in their businesses. We’re proud to take this opportunity to recognize the best among them.

If you know an Owner/Operator who exemplifies professionalism while also demonstrating a 
clean driving record, a commitment to safety and a track record of community involvement, 
nominate them for this prestigious award by completing the application form below or by 

going online to www.trucknews.com.
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Forum to explore
green trucking 
TORONTO, Ont. – Natural
Resources Canada’s eco-
ENERGY for Fleets
(FleetSmart) and the US
Environmental Protection
Agency’s SmartWay Transport
Partnership are holding a fo-
rum for transportation industry
professionals to explore practi-
cal solutions to today’s ‘green’
challenges. The FleetSmartWay
Forum will focus on the return on
investment from green practices
and managing education, training,
and technology necessary for suc-
cess in a green world.

“A series of seven panels over
two days, highlighted by an en-
gaging keynote speaker, will pro-
vide delegates with the tools and
knowledge required to calculate
the costs to implement green
practices in their fleet opera-
tions,”organizers said in a release.

The first day will focus on cal-
culating the return on investment
in corporate operations, driver
training and technologies. The
second day will focus on building
a green plan,overcoming barriers,
and managing, measuring and en-
couraging success. The final word
will come from the buyers of
green services.

Organizers say the forum will
be of interest to fleet executives
and managers, supervisors, driver
trainers, labour representatives,
training schools,carriers and ship-
pers, government officials, and
consultants serving the on-road
transportation industry.

The event will take place at
Weston Bristol Place Hotel in
Toronto Sept. 30-Oct. 2. An early
bird special of $525 per person is
available for those who register
before Aug. 29. The cost is $595
thereafter. Single day purchases
are also available for $325.Details
are available by contacting Leah
Quelch at leah.quelch@antian.ca
or by calling 888-758-1122. ■■

CTA wants
provincial trade
made easier
OTTAWA, Ont. – The Canadian
Trucking Alliance is urging
Canada’s Premiers to make
progress on promises made more
than six months ago that would
strengthen domestic trade between
provinces and territories by reduc-
ing barriers to trade flows. Last
August, Canada’s Premiers an-
nounced they would be working to
harmonize transportation regula-
tory codes and eliminate those
standards and regulations that are
“unjustifiable” barriers to trade in
the transportation sector. The
Premiers instructed ministers re-
sponsible to do this work by July.

CTA initially welcomed the
news, having long argued that since
trucking is primarily regulated by
the provinces, the industry is sub-
ject to a patchwork quilt of provin-
cial regulations and standards.With
the July deadline fast approaching,
CTA is looking to see some
progress and has written to the
Council of the Federation (whose
membership is made up of the
provincial Premiers).

CTA says that the lack of harmo-
nization in trucking regulations is
most harmful in three key areas:
the National Safety Code (NSC)
for trucks, truck weights and di-
mensions standards, and taxes on
new tractors and trailers. ■■

ONTARIO

AUTO-SHIFT DAY CAB

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT www.currietruckcentre.com

COLUMBIACENTURY

CLASSIC CORONADO

Truck Sales (BARRIE) 1-800-461-5611
Glen Sage: glens@currietruckcentre.com

Martin Thiffault: martint@currietruckcentre.com
Cell: 705-309-1500

Parts/Service (ALLISTON)
1-866-435-1953

Mon.-Fri. 8am to 5pm
Saturday 8am to 12 noon

Truck Sales Hours
Mon.-Fri. 8am to 5pm
Sat. 8am to 12 noon

Parts/Service Hours
Mon. -  Thurs. 8am to Midnight

Fri./Sat./Sun. 7am to 7pm

SALES • PARTS • SERVICEPARTS • SERVICE

(BARRIE)

CLASSIC CORONADO

The ALL NEW Cascadia!The ALL NEW Cascadia!

AUTO-SHIFT DAY CABCENTURY COLUMBIA

Now in Stock and Ready for 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!! 

Detroit and Mercedes 
power

Clearance
Pricing!!Clearance
Pricing!!

on all 07/08 
Units

72" 

Raised Roof

4 Available

Day Cab

M-B Power

1 Only!

90 Days

O.A.C.

No
PaymentsNo
Payments

$2500.00
PER MONTH

KEN WALL
BROKER

WILFRED MCINTEE & CO. LTD.
519-392-8949

ken.wall@mcintee.ca

• 5,000+ sq. ft. shop for lease
• 500 sq. ft.  set up for office
• 3,000 sq. ft. truck and trailer floor space
• 40 ft. long truck pit
• Natural gas, radiant, in-floor heating
• 3 large doors with an abundance of 

natural light

WILFRED MCINTEE & CO. LTD. BROKERAGE
11 DURHAM ST. W., BOX 549, WALKERTON, ON N0G 2V0

TEL: 519-881-2270 • FAX: 519-881-2694
EMAIL: mcintee1@wightman.ca • WEB: www.mcintee.ca

TEESWATER AREA

TIMMERMAN
INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED

Established 1955

Kathryn Kingsley-Thom 
ASSOCIATE BROKER

kkingsleythom@timmerman-ins.com
www.timmerman-ins.com

Tel.: 613-482-9535
Fax: 613-482-5002
Cell: 613-978-5516

When business is great but you still
need cash, you can bank on me.

I help small and medium sized 
trucking companies with the cash
flow they need to grow and prosper!

Ph: 416-347-9466 • Fax: 416-222-0166
nhaley@liquidcapitalcorp.com

For excellent service and reasonable rates, contact
Nick Haley at Liquid Capital Commerce Inc.

New 

Lower 

Rates

I CAN TURN YOUR INVOICES INTO 
CASH – INSTANTLY!
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By Jan Westell
SURREY, B.C. – The Vancouver
Fraser Port Authority is promot-
ing a plan to use the Fraser River
as a transportation route for ship-
ping containers on barges.

A discussion about using the
Fraser River to short-haul con-
tainer barges was put forth by the
chief operating officer of the
VFPA. Chris Badger was speaking
at one of a series of public dia-
logues on sustainable growth and
the economy, organized by Metro
Vancouver recently. It’s an envi-
ronmental concept, intended to
cut down on trucks that travel 
between Vancouver and Hope.

“We think it’s a wonderful
idea,” said Badger, after the meet-
ing. “The competitive cost of
trucking is continuing to increase.
We believe it’s going to become
very cost competitive.”

When asked about the potential
for more pedestrian ferries in the
Metro Vancouver area, not unlike
Sydney,Australia and Hong Kong,
Badger wasn’t quite as enthusias-
tic about getting cars off the road,
in favour of truck movement.

“Companies have tried to set
that up. The trouble is, cars are
fairly in-elastic,” said the former
director of operations and har-
bour master for the Port of
Nanaimo, where pedestrian fer-
ries failed to gain acceptance, as

he says has happened elsewhere
in the Lower Mainland.“Costs are
closer with trucking and barging.
The potential is definitely there.”

The president of the B.C.
Trucking Association is skeptical
about the logistics of using con-
tainer barges on the Lower Fraser
River, although Paul Landry can
see some environmental advan-
tages to the plan.

“If the waterways can be used
to take pressure off the roads, it’s
probably a good thing,” he said.

Presently containers that arrive
by ship are unloaded and stacked,
explained Landry. A truck picks
up the container, and delivers it 

to the customer, which could be
nearby in the Lower Mainland, or
a longer distance – across the
country. Adding a barge to that
transportation plan, may get com-
plicated, and costly, according to
Landry.

“Since the containers don’t
move themselves, it will be
trucked to its final destination,”
says Landry.

Landry compares the concept
of barging containers to Hope
with flying an aircraft from
Vancouver International Airport
to Langley, a short distance, and
maybe not worth the effort con-
sidering the logistics involved, de-

spite the environmental benefits.
“Yes. You get people off the

roads,” says Landry, who can un-
derstand the appeal of fewer vehi-
cles on the road and the environ-
mental benefits. “There are other
things to be considered,” he adds.

In Badger’s discussion in favour
of container barges, he noted that
the container-carrying capacity of
the Lower Fraser River could 
be increased by up to 10 times to
create a water-based container
highway that would take thou-
sands of trucks off the road. The
cost of transferring containers
more than once – from deep-sea
vessels to short-haul vessels and
then to trucks or rail – in their trip
from port to market has been 
prohibitive until now, he added.

Such a system could vastly 
reduce the number of kilometres
driven by trucks to deliver goods
from the port to local businesses,
according to Badger. Rather 
than trucking a single container
through the most densely popu-
lated part of B.C. to get to a ware-
house or a Canadian Tire in
Surrey, hundreds of containers
could be brought to a terminal on
the Fraser in Surrey.

Fraser Docks already handles
200,000 to 300,000 containers a
year in Surrey, and Badger says
the container traffic on the Fraser
is only at 10 to 15% of capacity. ■■

WEST

Container barges on the Fraser River may reduce pollution, at a cost

VANCOUVER, B.C. – Drivers of
trucks that emit smoke are now sub-
ject to fines in B.C., thanks to a law
that was announced recently by the
provincial government.

The new regulations came about
after the Ministry of Transportation
and Highway’s AirCare On-Road
(ACOR) program changed from an
educational system to an enforce-
ment system, with the introduction
of fines to drivers of high-polluting
diesel trucks.

“The exhaust from diesel vehicles
contains particulate matter, which
damages our health and our 
environment,” said Transportation
Minister Kevin Falcon.“We want to
reduce smog-forming emissions
from heavy trucks across B.C.,
and that’s why we are launching a

new system of issuing fines to high-
polluters.”

Two mobile testing units will con-
duct spot checks on the road, as well
as periodic enforcement at inspec-
tion stations across the province.The
units are operated by certified
ACOR inspectors with the trans-
portation ministry’s Commercial
Vehicle Safety and Enforcement
(CVSE) unit, which has the authori-
ty to stop commercial trucks that are
emitting smoke. If the vehicle ex-
ceeds legislated emissions standards,
the driver will be issued a $95 fine
and a warning to obtain mechanical
repairs within 14 days.

ACOR inspectors use the stan-
dard snap acceleration test to meas-
ure the opacity (how much light is
blocked by the smoke) of diesel

emissions. The test is accepted in
North America as the standard test
for identifying malfunctioning diesel
engines.Higher opacity readings are
connected with higher particulate
matter emissions.

In other words: vehicles with dark
smoke are more likely to be tested,
because dark smoke is a sign the ve-
hicle may be operating outside al-
lowable limits. For an engine that
was built pre-1991, the maximum al-
lowable opacity is 55%; for a model
built 1991 and later, the maximum
allowable opacity is 40%.

Falcon noted that it’s in the 
best interest of truck drivers 
to keep their vehicles running
clean. “A well-maintained diesel
engine means cleaner air, lower
fuel costs, lower maintenance,

and a longer engine life.”
B.C. is concerned about emissions

standards,not only to promote clean
air, but also to prevent secondary
consequences and reap the benefits,
according to the B.C. environment
minister. “Clean technologies could
save our health-care system up to
$85 million a year – and alleviate the
human suffering that cost repre-
sents,” said Barry Penner. “B.C. is 
already the first province in Canada
to make emissions reduction tech-
nology mandatory in older commer-
cial transport diesel vehicles.”

The province introduced a new
hotline,which will allow B.C.citizens
to report an excessively smoking
truck: 888-775-8785.

For more information, visit
www.th.gov.bc.ca/ACOR/. ■■

PRACTICAL?: The Fraser Port Authority would like to move containers from
road to river in hopes of relieving congestion and reducing emissions.

B.C. puts the brakes on high-polluting trucks with new regulations, fines
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1-800-830-4873 HAMILTON/NIAGARA

• 24/7 Emergency Service
• Local and Long Distance Recovery throughout North America
• Heavy Wreckers (4), 40 Ton Rotator, Landoll Tilt & Load
• Wreckmaster certified

STOP
Sending your collision work 

to another shop!
At Metro Collision, our reputation is built on quality. We are proud to 
offer a comprehensive approach to the repair process. From the date 
of loss to final delivery everything is completed in-house. Easily 
accessible to one of the heaviest travelled truck routes in North
America, our 42,000 sq. ft. facility boasts the best in equipment as well

as the most qualified technicians in the industry. We are in 
total control and the proof is in the end result – 

Our reputation depends on it.

STOP
Sending your collision work 

to another shop!

Hamilton/Niagara

St. Catharines St. CatharinesSt. CatharinesHamilton/Niagara Hamilton/Niagara St. Catharines St. CatharinesHamilton/Niagara Hamilton/Niagara
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It’s May and the snow is gone and
hopefully your income tax return is
as well. But really, how the heck are
you supposed to know whether your
tax return and business income and
expenses were handled correctly? 

We get a lot of calls from
owner/operators looking for assur-
ance or insight that their affairs were
handled properly. They ask about
everything from meal claims to
spousal income splitting to CCA
classes and deductions. These are
important issues to understand, be-
cause you’re responsible for the ac-
curacy of your tax return, not your
accountant or tax preparer.

What kind of errors do we find?
Let’s break it down into three cate-
gories:

Income

We’re all looking to reduce our tax
obligation.But one fellow called and
asked me to review his return be-
cause he suspected that his taxable
income was too low.I don’t hear that
very often.

The owner/operator sent me his
2004 to 2007 income statements and
receipts and I recognized the prob-
lem right away: his fuel expense as a
percentage of his gross income was
too high.

The carrier he works for shows its
fuel surcharge under the heading
“reimbursements” on its broker set-
tlements. Normally, a reimburse-
ment should not be recorded as in-

come when an owner/operator is
getting money back for tolls, per-
mits, or other expenses that the car-
rier pays for.A fuel surcharge is dif-
ferent. It should be recorded as
income or reduction to the fuel ex-
pense.

Funny thing is, the other account-
ant handled the fuel reimbursement
correctly in 2004 and 2005,but not in
2006 and 2007. Maybe he was in a
rush,or the return was handed off to
a junior staff member with less expe-
rience.

Regardless, if the owner/operator
hadn’t questioned the return, the
mistake may have triggered an 
audit. CRA could assess for all the
corrected tax bills at once, and
charge additional expensive interest
and penalties.

Sloppy GST/HST reporting 

You can recover the GST/HST you
paid or owe on purchases and 
expenses related to your business 
by claiming input tax credits on 
your GST/HST return. Sounds sim-
ple enough. Yet GST/HST for com-
mercial carriers has its own set of
wrinkles.For example,while review-

ing an income statement and bal-
ance sheet I discovered that the
owner/operator’s bookkeeper didn’t
claim the HST he paid on a trailer
purchase into his refund. The book-
keeper’s response was that he didn’t
have all the paperwork.

I guess he was too busy to pick up
the phone and call his client for the
details. I believe that had I not ques-
tioned it, the refund would not have
been claimed. The owner/operator
will get a nice payback for simply 
reviewing his accounting, but his
bookkeeper made a silly mistake.
Of course there was GST/HST on
the purchase. When was the last 
time you bought something and
GST/HST wasn’t charged? 

Personal and corporate finances

I had another incorporated
owner/operator come in with his fi-
nancial statements looking for ad-
vice. He was using another account-
ant and had questions about how
things were handled between his cor-
porate statements and his personal
return. I understood his confusion.

The headings and breakdowns of
items were so non-specific, clearly
the accountant didn’t have a truck-
ing background. So we put a short
list of questions together for him to
present to his accountant. He called
me a week later to say that the ac-
countant was offended that he was
questioning things.Well folks, finan-
cial statements are no good if they

can’t be understood. After all, you
are running a business. Do you just
want your taxes done or do you
want some tax planning as well? 

For example, 2007 was a tough
year and many owner/operators
showed low incomes. Did your ac-
countant call you to discuss reducing
your depreciation claim on your
equipment? Reducing your avail-
able CCA in a low-income year and
paying a small, reasonable tax bill is
better than claiming it all and paying
a ridiculously small tax bill.

You can level off your income for
future years when (hopefully) you
make good money and you can
claim the CCA you saved against a
high income.

Look, no one’s going to ask me to
back up a tractor-trailer to a loading
dock. I can barely back my utility
trailer into my driveway. You’re the
professional driver – that’s your job.
In the same light, you hire an ac-
countant to guide you through the
financial aspects of your business.
When it comes to your accounting,
make sure you get the right profes-
sional help. ■■

– Scott Taylor is vice-president of
TFS Group, a Waterloo, Ont.,
company that provides account-
ing, fuel tax reporting, and other
business services for truck fleets
and owner-operators. For infor-
mation, visit www.tfsgroup.com or
call 800-461-5970.

TAX TALK

Make sure your tax preparer knows trucking
Tax
Talk
Scott
Taylor

CHROME SYSTEMS & TOPPERS IN STOCK – 6", 7" & 8"
• Turbo Pipes
• Extension Pipes
• Y Pipes
• Muffler Pipes

CUSTOM
MANUFACTURED OR
ALTERED CATALYTIC

MUFFLERS

For All Makes & Models

NORTH AMERICAN TOLL-FREE

1-800-461-2495
Local (905) 578-4303

Fax (905) 578-4318
480 GRAYS RD., HAMILTON

E-mail exhaustman@aaexhaust

Rad Coolant 
Pipes Available in

Aluminized or
Stainless Steel

IN HOUSE
MANDREL
BENDING

11⁄2" To 6"

7" OR 8" PETERBILT 389
CHROME EXHAUST.

DESIGNED FOR DPF TRUCKS.
IN STOCK NOW!

2007 W900L 7" AND 8"
EXHAUST FOR DPF TRUCKS

ORDER YOURS TODAY!

EXTREMELY LARGE INVENTORY!

IN HOUSE
MANDREL
BENDING

11⁄2" To 6"

www.aaexhaust.com
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IT’S MORE THAN JUST OIL. IT’S LIQUID ENGINEERING.
TM

TM

BECAUSE 
KING OF THE 
SERVICE BAY
JUST DOESN’T 
SOUND RIGHT.

Fleets are built to run, and run, and run. Problem 
is, they’re often running into the service bay. That’s
why Hypuron S is uniquely engineered with a high
Total Base Number and low ash content. So you 
can safely extend your fleet’s drains beyond normal 
intervals, keeping profits high and costs low. It’s time 
to make your regularly scheduled oil drains less 
regular. Call 1-888-CASTROL for more info. Or check
out castrol.com/hypuronad
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Chevron Delo® 400  
Husky Car/Truck Stops and Travel Stops carry
Chevron Delo® 400, an industry-leading oil
formulated to deliver consistent quality, performance
and value no matter where in the world you
purchase it or how many horsepower you run.

Delo® 400 and other top-quality Chevron commercial
lubricants are available at Husky Travel Stops and Husky
and Mohawk bulk plants across Ontario and Western
Canada.

Husky Oil Marketing  4/3/08  3:40 PM  Page 1



TRUCK NEWS Page 33May 2008

It is easy to understand why fleets
want to re-train drivers in the
wake of a crash.

Certainly, managers want to
correct any of the bad habits that
led to the incident in the first
place.

Safety should be a priority at
every company.

The problem with this reactive
approach is that the damage has
already been done. Business has
been disrupted, property has been
destroyed, and people have been
hurt.

A more effective High-Risk
Driver Intervention Strategy will
identify the worst habits of all,
correct these issues, and avoid a
crash before it happens – and you
don’t need a crystal ball to make
that possible.

Indeed, by comparing your em-
ployee records to the experience
of other fleets, you can identify
the high-risk drivers who present
the greatest likelihood of a crash,
and intervene before an incident
ever occurs.

Consider the valuable research
that allows you to predict these
situations.

According to the US Federal
Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, 28% of truck
drivers have recorded some form
of violation in the past year.

That statistic is particularly
troubling when you consider 
the American Transportation
Research Institute (ATRI) study
that makes a clear connection be-
tween each type of violation and
the likelihood of a crash.

For example, drivers who are
cited for reckless driving are
325% more likely to be involved
in a crash in the next year; speed-
ers are 56% more likely to bend
steel, break glass or crack fiber-
glass during the same time period.

Every violation is a cause for
concern, whether it involves the
first speeding ticket or a mo-
torist’s complaint about an erratic
lane change.

Even an Electronic Control
Module can offer some insight
into a driver’s troublesome habits.
After all, fuel economy will cer-
tainly suffer if a driver has a lead
foot, and an excessive number of
hard braking events will identify
someone who tends to tailgate.

By using the industry statistics,
however, you can identify the spe-
cific actions that present the
biggest likelihood of a future inci-
dent, and make these a priority of
your intervention program.

Your insurance company’s safe-
ty advisor can also use these sta-
tistics to calculate the financial
impact of the future crashes, and
generate a figure that can be used
to justify any related training 
investments.

The true financial impact of
these crashes might shock many
fleet managers.

Simple math tells us that a fleet
with an operating ratio in the
neighborhood of 2% will need to

raise an extra $1.25 million in rev-
enue to recover a mere $25,000 in
collision-related costs. To put it
another way, a relatively small
crash may require every employ-
ee in a small fleet to work several
months without realizing any
profit.

You can’t afford to overlook the
opportunity to avoid an incident
like this.

If an existing employee or a po-

tential hire has a speeding ticket,
it is important to recognize that
this person may be falling into the
“high-risk” category of drivers. A
detailed over-the-road evaluation
is vital to determine the nature of
the problem as well as any issues
with the related attitudes.

Even your best drivers can fall
into bad habits, but there is an im-
portant distinction between this
group and the high-risk drivers.
The best drivers or job candidates
will be visibly upset by the first
blemish that appears on a clean
abstract, and they will embrace
any opportunity to improve their
skills to ensure that such incidents
never happen again, in contrast to
drivers who blame everyone ex-
cept themselves.

These are the individuals who
will try to justify a speeding ticket
by complaining that police offi-
cers were sitting at the bottom of
the hill, and will avoid telling 
you about such violations as long

as possible.
In the words of the

Transportation Research Board
of the National Academies: “90%
of the time, high-risk drivers think
they are very good drivers.”

But you know better, and you
can do something about it.

This is the time to intervene in
their bad habits and poor atti-
tudes, and prevent the crashes
that are coming. ■■

– Rick Geller is national manager
of safety and training services for
Markel Insurance Company of
Canada and has more than 25
years experience providing loss
control and risk management serv-
ices to the trucking industry. Send
your questions, feedback and com-
ments about this column to
info@markel.ca. Markel Safety
and Training Services offers spe-
cialized courses, seminars and
consulting to fleet owners, safety
managers, trainers and drivers.

SAFETY

Polish the crystal ball

Rick 
Geller

Ask the 
Experts

Identify high-risk drivers before it’s too late

INTERNET:  www.heavytrux.com
NEW TRUCKS

KEVIN SHEEHAN
MURRAY EVANS
FRANK SAVOY

EUGENE PETRENKO
VOYTEK SPOLITAKIEWICZ

TONY BRATSCHITSCH
JOHN MURPHY (Sales Mgr.)

NEW & USED TRUCKS

Mon. – Thurs. 8:30 AM to 7 PM
Friday 8:30 AM to 6 PM
Saturday 9 AM to 2 PM

■■ Sales✓
FREE DELIVERY

Mon. – Fri. 7:00 AM to 1 AM
Saturday 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM

■■ Parts✓
24 HOUR EMERGENCY

Mon. – Fri. 7:00 AM to 1 AM
Saturday 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM

■■ Service✓

USED TRUCKS
DENNIS SHEEHAN

(Used Truck Mgr.)

ADAM CZIRAKI • PAUL REPAR
MIKE MURPHY

email: sales@sheehanstruck.com

WE BUY TRUCKS!
EUGENE PETRENKO SPEAKS RUSSIAN, POLISH & UKRAINIAN

VOYTEK SPOLITAKIEWICZ SPEAKS POLISH

Factory Licensed Technicians • 26 Bays • Fast Lube Pit • Alignment Rack • Emission Testing

OVER 50 1995-2007 USED VOLVO FLATTOPS, MIDROOFS 
AND CONDOS Cat, Cummins, Detroit & Volvo Power,

O/O & Fleet Specs. From $7,950.

We have more used 
Volvo’s than anyone!

(15) 1999-2007 INTERNATIONAL 9200/9400 and 9900I
Day Cabs, 51" and 72" Prosleepers, 350 to 525 HP Cummins, Cat and
Detroit power, 10, 13 and 18 spds., 40 rears, air ride,A/C, all in stock.

Call for complete details. Also available in heavy spec!

(10) 1994-2004 DAY CAB’S, VOLVO, KW, F/LINER, 
INTERNATIONAL AND STERLING/FORD SINGLE AXLE & TANDEM
Volvo, Cat, Cummins and Detroit power 300-470 H.P., 10 & 13 spds.

Call For Details!

Over 30 1992-2006 STRAIGHT TRUCKS, F/LINER, 
INTERNATIONAL, GMC, HINO, FORD & STERLING

Cab and chassis or 16-30 ft. van bodies and flat decks, auto or std.
trans., hydraulic or air brakes, single axles and tandems.

Call for details. From $7,500.

(6) 2005 VOLVOVNL64T-610
W/61" Midroof Sleepers, 450 HP Cummins ISX, Jake, 10 Spd.,

40 Rears, air ride,A/C, alum. wheels, full fairings,
565,000-788,000 km’s, warranty. From $47,940. Ea.

(12) 1994-2007 VOLVO, MACK, INTERNATIONAL, F/LINER
and W-STAR HEAVY SPEC DAY CABS AND SLEEPERS

w/Cat, Cummins, Detroit and Mack power 13, 15 and 18 spds., 13,200 lb
to 16,000 lb. fronts, 44,000 to 46,000 rears, air or spring ride, single and

double frames some with wetlines. Call for details.

DAY CABS

6
AVAILABLE!

6
AVAILABLE!

OVER 130 CLEAN USED TRUCKS!

4320 HARVESTER RD., BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

LARGE INVENTORY 
OF VN MODEL TRACTORS

Cummins and Volvo Power
Many Colours To Choose From.

NUMEROUS VHD UNITS
AVAILABLE FOR

SPRING DELIVERY!

• 465 H.P.
• 18 Speed
• 20 & 46 Axles
• HN suspension
• Heavy double frame

• All aluminum wheels
• Loaded with options
• 201⁄2' High tensile Bibeau

box, heated air tarp,
air gate

* GMC *
MEDIUM DUTY

TOPKICK
• C4500
• C5500 
• C6500
• C7500 
• C8500

W-SERIES
• W3500
• W4500
• W5500

SHEEHAN’S
TRUCK CENTRE INC.

SHEEHAN’S
TRUCK CENTRE INC.

905-632-0300
1-800-254-2859
905-632-0300

Fax: 905-632-4557

Accredited Test Facility
*An official mark of the Province

of Ontario used under licence

*
MEDIUM

DUTY

SHEEHAN’S LEASING LTD.
SHORT TERM & 

LONG TERM LEASES 
ON  VOLVO DAYCABS AND

SLEEPER CABS

SHEEHAN’S LEASING LTD.
SHORT TERM & 

LONG TERM LEASES 
ON  VOLVO DAYCABS AND

SLEEPER CABS

NUMEROUS VHD UNITS
AVAILABLE FOR

SPRING DELIVERY!

OVER 130 CLEAN USED TRUCKS!

"2009 
MODEL YEAR

VOLVO TRACTORS
ON GROUND

NOW "

"2009 
MODEL YEAR

VOLVO TRACTORS
ON GROUND

NOW!"

We have more used 
Volvo’s than anyone!

DAY CABS

HEAVY
SPECS!
HEAVY
SPECS!
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The Private Motor Truck Council
(PMTC) of Canada has prepared an
informative agenda for its June 2008
conference and everyone in the
trucking community should have
this event marked on their calendar.

The dates are June 19-20, and we
are returning to Queen’s Landing in
the heart of Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Ont. This beautiful hotel is reminis-
cent of a southern mansion and has
easy access to many of the area’s at-
tractions.This annual conference has
become the single best opportunity
for those involved with private
trucking to join their peers and in-
dustry suppliers in a relaxing forum
where they can participate in educa-
tional and instructive seminars on
current issues. The seminars cover a
wide range of topics and this review
should convince any fleet manager
of the value of spending some time
with other fleet operators and indus-
try suppliers. The agenda includes
seminars topics such as:

• Trucks and Terrorism: How
criminals and terrorists can infiltrate
your fleet, and how you can protect
against them;

• Human Resources: Trucking’s
Most Important Asset; A review of
H.R. projects and new tools avail-
able from the Canadian Trucking
Human Resources Council;

• Keeping it Green: A panel of in-
dustry professionals discuss creative
steps they have taken to reduce their

company’s impact on the environ-
ment;

• Outlook on Trucking: James
Menzies, executive editor of Truck
News/Truck West will provide in-
sightful views on the state of truck-
ing in Canada and some thoughts on
the future;

• 2010 – We’re Doing It Again:
With a new round of emissions re-
strictions scheduled for 2010, now is
the time to learn about the technol-
gy options that will be available.
Presenters will discuss lessons
learned from the 2007 experience
and explain how they plan to comply
with the 2010 regulations.

Let me preview a little of what you
can expect to learn during the con-
ference:

Criminals and terrorists can infil-
trate even the best-run fleets and use
them for their own purposes.
Following 9/11, the US and Canada
joined forces to develop this seminar
to teach fleets and enforcement per-
sonnel tactics for reducing the risk –
the seminar will deliver practical
and valuable advice for safeguard-
ing your fleet.

The Canadian Trucking Human
Resources Council is the leader in
developing tools for managing peo-
ple in the trucking community.
CTHRC will review its most current
projects including Career
Awareness, Closing the GAP, and
the Guide to Human Resources:
Practical Tips and Tools for the
Trucking Industry. As a bonus, the
guide will be availabe at a special
PMTC conference price.

There are many ways to reduce
the impact your fleet has on the en-
vironment and the companies on
our panel have each taken creative
approaches to the issue. The envi-
ronment is first on everyone’s list
these days, and the panel will share
ideas on how you can help to keep it
green.

It’s always interesting to look back
on events that have impacted the
trucking community and to specu-
late a little on the future. James
Menzies, executive editor of Truck
News will do just that as he address-
es our breakfast seminar.

Remember the concerns with fuel
emissions regulations in 2007? Well,
we are going to go through it again
in 2010.This seminar will explain the
technologies available to meet the
new regulations, and discuss lessons
learned in 2007.

And of course we’ll mix in a little
social time at the Chairman’s
Reception and Dinner evening,
where we will experience an evening

of great food and entertainment fea-
turing a trio of stand-up comics with
fabulous reviews.

A highlight of the conference is
the Annual Awards Luncheon. This
is the event at which we celebrate
the best that trucking has to offer.
The Private Fleet Safety Awards,
sponsored by Zurich recognize
some of the safest private fleets in
Canada.We continue celebrating ex-
cellence with the induction of pro-
fessionals into the Hall of Fame for
Professional Drivers, sponsored by
CPC Logistics.The Hall of Fame re-
sides on the PMTC Web site
(www.pmtc.ca) where you can see
the names of those enshrined.

And of course the Vehicle
Graphics Design Awards, sponsored
by 3M Canada are always a crowd
favourite. You’ll enjoy seeing the
creative designs that carriers (pri-
vate and for-hire) use to promote
their products or services. It’s a
colourful presentation of extremely
effective marketing tools.

Conference registration informa-
tion is available on our Web site or
by calling the office at 905-827-0587.
Register now and please, say hello
when you’re there. ■■

Canada’s private carrier community to meet in June
INDUSTRY

Private
Links
Bruce 
Richards

– The Private Motor Truck Council
is the only national association 
dedicated to the private trucking
community. Your comments or
questions can be addressed to
trucks@pmtc.ca.

Thanks from ROBert & MonICA with Dan & James the NOTHOF Family & All Employees

See Us at Truck World 2008 Booth #2123

www.robicatank.com rftinfo@robicatank.com

St. Marys Mfg & Sales # 1-800-387-9247

London Parts & Service # 1-866-676-2422

ISO 9001-2000 B620/DOT/MTO/Weights & Measures
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EVERY PART MAKES US STRONGER.

The newest Mack® Pinnacle™ is the total package — built to conquer heavy loads, steep grades 

and long hauls. Its integrated powertrain features a high-horsepower, fuel-efficient Mack MP™ engine that 

delivers superior low-end torque. Add in our lightweight-yet-strong chassis, industry-leading electronics, 

quieter cabs, plush interiors and the intuitive Bendix® stability control system, and it’s clear we thought 

of everything to make you feel comfortable and safe on the road.

VISIT MACKCANADA.COM TO FIND OUT MORE.
©2008 Mack Trucks, Inc. Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC, 
a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group.

Visit us at Truck World,
booth #1202 - Hall 1

Visit us at Truck World,
booth #1202 - Hall 1

IMPROVED
FUEL

ECONOMY

SMARTER
ELECTRONICS

STANDARD
STABILITY
CONTROL

QUIETER
CAB

EXTRAORDINARY
COMFORT
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If you have any questions regarding room 
reservations, please contact the hotel directly.
Queen’s Landing has a 14-day cancellation policy.

Registration Questions?
905-827-0587

Private Motor Truck 
Council of Canada

Association Canadienne du
Camionnage d’Entreprise

2008 PMTC 
CONFERENCE 
PROGRAM

9:00 am Registration and Coffee

9:30 am Seminar I: Trucks and Terrorism
Criminals and terrorists can infiltrate even the best-run
fleets and use them for their own purposes. Since 9/11
fleet operators and enforcement personnel have 
expressed concern with preventing illicit use of truck
fleets for criminal purposes or terrorist attacks.

The United States FMCSA and Canada’s RCMP have
developed this seminar for fleets and enforcement 
personnel to teach effective tactics for reducing risks.
This seminar will offer practical and valuable advice for
safeguarding your fleet.

Our presenter, Constable Paul Webb, is the Criminal
Interdiction Coordinator for the Niagara Regional Police
force and he has extensive experience with this subject.

11:45 am Conference Lunch

1:15 pm Seminar II: Human Resources - Trucking’s Most
Important Asset
The Canadian Trucking Human Resources Council is
the leader in developing tools for managing people in
the trucking community. Linda Gauthier, CTHRC’s
Executive Director will moderate presentations on 
recent CTHRC projects such as new Career Awareness
tools, ongoing Closing the GAP events, and Your Guide
to Human Resources - Practical Tips and Tools for the
Trucking Industry.

Note: Copies of Your Guide to Human Resources will be available for 
purchase at a special PMTC conference price.

3:00 pm Seminar III: Keeping It Green
Reducing our impact on the environment is one of the
key challenges faced by industry today. We’ve assem-
bled an interesting panel of companies that have taken
significant steps to do just that and each will describe
what worked for them and the hurdles they had to over-
come to do their part in keeping it green.

6:30 pm Chairman’s Reception and Dinner
Every conference needs a break from business and
we’ve lined up an evening of laughter to help you 
unwind after day 1. We’ve called on Russell Roy and
friends to provide a 3-act comedy show with some of the
funniest comedians around . These seasoned comedians
will deliver a night of fantastic entertainment, as they
take to the PMTC stage following dinner in the Grand
Georgian Ballroom.

8:00 am Registration and Buffet Breakfast

9:15 am Seminar IV: An Outlook on Trucking
James Menzies, Executive Editor of Truck
News/Truck West will address this break-
fast seminar with views on the state of
trucking in Canada and some thoughts on
what might be in store for the future.

10:30 am Seminar V: 2010 - We’re Doing It Again
2010 will bring a new round of emission
restrictions that will affect truck engines.
Presenters in this seminar will discuss the
lessons learned in 2007 and explain the
technlogies available to meet the 2010
standards. It’s timely information that
fleet operators need as we approach the
new round of regulations.

12:15 pm PMTC Awards Luncheon Reception

12:45 pm Annual PMTC Awards Luncheon
Join us as we celebrate some of the very
best in trucking with our annual awards
ceremonies:

• Some of Canada’s safest private fleets
will receive the PMTC - Zurich Private
Fleet Safety Award in recognition of 
superior safety performance.

• The PMTC - CPC Logistics Hall of Fame
for Professional Drivers will welcome
new inductees with many years of safe
driving - truly the cream of the crop.

• The PMTC - 3M Canada Vehicle
Graphics Design Awards, always a
highlight of the conference, will salute
creativity and imagination in vehicle
graphics design.

2:30 pm Conference Adjourns

Thursday, June 19 Friday, June 20

Name:

Company: Title:

Address: City: Prov: PC:

Phone: Fax: Email:

Names of additional registrants and/or spouses

1. 2. 3.

Conference Fees
PMTC Member
■■ Full Registration1 $445 + gst = $467.25
■■ Spousal Plan1 $225 + gst = $236.25
■■ One Day only2 (Thurs or Fri) $245 + gst = $257.25
■■ Chairman’s Dinner only $150 + gst = $157.50
■■ Awards Luncheon only $150 + gst = $157.50

Non-PMTC Member
■■ Full Registration1 $525 + gst = $551.25
■■ One Day only2 (Thurs or Fri) $295 + gst = $309.75

1Fee includes all events and meals for both days
2Fee includes all events and meals for one day

Payment Instructions
Sorry, we do not accept credit cards.
Please make cheque payable to:
Private Motor Truck Council of Canada

Mail with copy of registration form to:
PMTC Conference Registrations
Private Motor Truck Council of Canada
1155 North Service Road W., Suite 11
Oakville, ON  L6M 3E3

Note:Those cancelling prior to June 9, 2008 will be entitled to a refund
less a $50.00 processing fee. No refunds will be offered after June 9, 2008.

JUNE 19 & 20
QUEEN’S LANDING

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
ONTARIO

Queen’s Landing
155 Byron Street,

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario

Tel: 1-888-669-5566

HOTEL
INFORMATION

PMTC has a special room rate of

$260.00 per night plus taxes.

Reservations can be made by calling

the hotel directly.

Queen’s Landing has a 

14-day cancellation policy.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
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Currently, there are 105 truck
training schools in Ontario which
are registered as private career
colleges. That’s 20% of all regis-
tered private career colleges.
Clearly, this is a segment of post-
secondary vocational training that
cannot be ignored by the provin-
cial government.

I am devoted to dispensing legal
advice to a broad cross-section of
private career colleges, and the na-
tional and provincial career college
associations. Private career col-
leges or “trade schools” as they are
sometimes referred to, are critical
to economic growth in Ontario.
Here is a non-exhaustive list of why
we can expect growth in the trades:

• The number of skilled trades
people over the age of 50 is grow-
ing, and existing birth rates are too
low to replace the aging workforce;

• There are over 100,000 emi-

grants to southern Ontario each
year, many of whom can prosper
learning a trade and filling the
“labour-market demand”;

• Domestic infrastructure is ag-
ing, and needs to be replaced;

• Developing countries are
building infrastructure at an alarm-
ing rate, and Canadian-trained
workers are in demand abroad;

• The void for trade schools is
not being filled by other types of
institutions such as publicly funded
community colleges.

Transportation and logistics
companies are integral to replacing

existing infrastructure, transporting
products in the ordinary course (ie.
your grapes and bananas to the
grocery store), and supporting in-
dustrial growth.

The financial remuneration for
truck drivers appears to be quite
competitive relative to many other
types of vocational training. Truck
training institutions can therefore
be quite profitable.

But there is now an added “com-
pliance” cost of doing business. As
of Sept. 18, 2006, the sector was reg-
ulated under the Private Career
Colleges Act, 2005. The legislation
is as much a response to a political
problem as it is consumer (student)
protection legislation: under the
previous legislation, many students
(especially foreign students)
claimed to have been misin-
formed/misrepresented at the time
they paid their tuition to Canadian

private career colleges. Foreign stu-
dents, and especially foreign gov-
ernments, protested. The Ministry
of Training Colleges and
Universities responded. And as of
Sept. 18, 2007, even truck training
schools with not-for-profit status,
are regulated.

Shortly after the Act came into
force, the Ministry issued a “Notice
of Proposal to Revoke a Licence”
to many allegedly non-compliant
schools. I acted on many of those li-
cence revocation proposals, and I
can tell you that most or all of them
were avoidable.

The full tuition refund provisions
give rise to class proceedings which
can bankrupt your school
overnight. Under those provisions,
students (an entire class) can seek
a full refund of their tuition for
contract deficiencies or misrepre-

LEGAL

Guest
Column
Harris M.
Rosen

Regulation of truck training schools under Private Career Colleges Act

Continued on page 38 ■
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sentation, and can even seek a re-
fund after they have taken your
courses and earned accreditation!
These provisions have been criti-
cized, but this is now the law.

So I leave you with a terribly
non-exhaustive list of proscriptive
measures to take to avoid sanction
by the Ministry:

• Have a signed, written enrol-
ment contract with your students.
The contract must contain every-
thing that is mandated by the
Ministry but should also have word-
ing specific to the school’s program
to protect the school from potential
student litigation (including “class
action” lawsuits, called “class pro-
ceedings” in Canada – usually con-
templated in relation to the auto-
matic tuition refund provisions);

• Ensure that your enrolment
contract is reviewed by legal coun-
sel, as you are otherwise “betting
the farm” that it is correct and 
exhaustive;

• Have a carefully drafted stu-
dent complaint procedure that
meets the requirement of the 
Act, and live by this complaint 
procedure;

• Counsel familiar with the sub-
ject matter should maintain proper
corporate record-keeping and
minute books. Any proposed
changes to management or owner-
ship will require the approval of
the Superintendent of Private
Career Colleges.

• Have counsel draft a privacy
and records retention policy which
complies both with the
Superintendent of Private Career
College’s requirements and with
PIPEDA;

• Communicate with the
Ministry of Training Colleges, and
Universities (directly or through
your counsel). MTCU regulates a
huge sector, so ensure they under-
stand the nuances, and the benefits
of your program;

• Do not publish misleading ad-
vertising and do not assume that
MTCU will miss advertising in for-
eign language or ethnic community
newspapers: MTCU reviews 
these constantly for objectionable
conduct;

• If you have an existing OSAP
Institution Code or wish to apply
for one, understand fully the bene-
fits and responsibilities of accept-
ing student loan funding;

• Be “transparent,” operate with
honesty and integrity, and in a man-
ner that is financially responsible.

In an environment where there is a
growing labour shortage, there is
much opportunity for the growth
of trucking schools. Taking precau-
tionary, as opposed to reactionary,
more costly measures to build a
promising business, should not dis-
courage passionate entrepreneurs
with a vision for success. ■■

– Harris M. Rosen is partner with
Fogler Rubinoff LLP. To consult
with the writer or purchase a copy of
the Private Career Colleges Act,2005
Annotated, call 416-941-8847 or 
e-mail hrosen@foglerrubinoff.com.

LEGAL
Take measures to
avoid sanctions
■ Continued from page 37

TRUCK
&TRAILER

BELLEVILLE, ON
902 A & B Wallbridge
(Ten Acre Truck Stop)

Hwy 401 Exit 538

(613) 771-0707

CORNWALL, ON
1901 McConnell

(at the Fifth Wheel)
Hwy 401 Exit 792

(613) 932-9060

BROCKVILLE, ON
1000 Oxford Ave.
Hwy 401 Exit 698

(613) 342-2267

We’re Fast...
But We Don’t Rush!

KINGSTON, ON
255 Binnington Court

Hwy 401 Exit 615

(613) 548-8228
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PETERBILT
PRE-OWNED TRUCK NETWORK

7 AM - 12 AM
Monday - Friday 
Saturday/Sunday 
7 AM - 7:30 PM

7:00 AM - Midnight
Monday - Friday

Shanly Road
Cardinal, Ontario
K0E 1E0

• MIKE RAYMOND

36 Rutherford Rd. S. 
Brampton, Ontario
L6W 3J5
• DON HARBIN
• GARY KELLY
• BILL MADILL      
• RAY GILMOUR
• RICK GOLFETTO
• KEN CLARKE

905-451-4700

1311 Hopkins Street
Whitby, Ontario
L1N 2C2

• SEAN BRADY

• ANDY GABER 

www.premierpete.com

613-657-1300

Direct Parts Line

(905) 451-4545 • 1-877-571-4545

905-665-8888

“Hiring
Technicians”

for Brampton Location

KATHIE CHRYSLER
Financial Services Manager

HARVEY BUTCHER
Used Truck Manager

7:30 AM- Midnight
Monday - Friday

7:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturday

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR
CURRENT JOB POSTINGS!

2005 PETERBILT 387 PREMIUM
C15 475 HP, 10 Autoshift transmis-
sion, 12 x 40 axles, 72" Walk-In
sleeper c/w upper bunk.

Stock #U-2243

2005 PETERBILT 379-127 C-15
475 HP, 18 O/D, 12 x 40 axles, 63"
raised roof sleeper Canadian Class
Interior, low kms. balance of Cat
engine warranty.

Stock #U-2226

2006 PETERBILT 379-127 Cat
475 HP, 13 speed O/D, 12 x 40
axles, 63" raised roof sleeper
w/upper bunk, only 378,482 kms.

Stock #U-2221

PRE-OWNED CLASS

2005 PETERBILT 379-127 Cat 
C-15 475 HP, 18 O/D, 12 x 40
axles, 63" raised roof sleeper
w/upper bunk, Platinum Interior,
balance of Cat engine warranty.

Stock #U-2253

2005 PETERBILT 379-127 Cat 
C-15 475 HP, 13 speed O/D, 12 x
40 axles, 63" raised roof sleeper
w/upper bunk. Stock #U-2241

2005 PETERBILT 379-127 Cat 
C-15 475 HP, 18 O/D, 12 x 40 axles,
70" Platinum Interior.

Stock #U-2245 
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els of our veteran drivers and
learning from their knowledge
and experience.

Many new drivers today can’t
back up their truck and trailer.
I’ve met drivers that have actually
offered payment to other drivers
to back their trailer into the dock.
This is pretty scary if you ask me.
Have you ever watched a veteran
driver back up? It’s a beautiful
thing – smooth as silk.

Let us not forget this, as we can
learn so much from the veteran
driver.

He has earned the right to be
respected for his professionalism
and his ambassadorship to the
trucking industry.

I can remember an incident that
occurred a long time ago, when I
was driving.

I had to back into an inside
dock at a customer’s facility. It

was a bright sunny day and the
roads were bone dry.

All eyes were on me, the new
driver, waiting my turn to back in-
side this place without a scratch to
the truck, trailer or the building.

As I backed up, the sun was in
my eyes and I began realizing I
was not in line with the dock and
the building, so I began my second
attempt to hit the spot.

At this time, I got out of the
truck to re-evaluate what was
happening and then got back in
the truck to try again.

It took another couple of tries
to get up to the dock safe and
sound, but I did it without a
scratch.

The driver behind me, who was
waiting his turn, had been rolling
his eyes back into his head, blew
the horn a couple of times and
even offered the old “Trudeau
salute.”

My truck was finally inside the
dock and as I was chalking the
wheels I noticed my anxious driv-
er friend make his attempt to
back into his dock. He was deter-
mined to get it in his first attempt,
without checking his position or
slowing down.

He was even standing on the
top step using only the driver’s
side of the truck to back up and
then all I could hear was: crash,
smash, scrape, and the sounds of
the aftermath of  him hitting the
wall and making one helluva
mess. I was laughing inside. All I
wanted to do was return his
“salute.”

The driver that was behind him
was a veteran driver who ap-
peared very content and minded
his own business the entire time.
He had been around for some
time and once he was inside,
parked and safe he got out of his
truck and came over to my truck
and shook my hand.

He told me that I had done it
the right way. I have never forgot-
ten that day. I am not saying that
all new drivers disrespect and put
down veteran drivers, but there
are a lot of drivers that do.

Learn from the experience that
is out there on our roads.

I am sure many veteran drivers
have even picked up a thing or
two from the younger drivers and
maybe even added it to their own
“bag of tricks.” ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:862;

–  David Brown is the recruiting
manager for the Rosedale Group.
He is also the president of Carriers
Coach Solutions helping new driv-
ers make their way into the indus-
try. You can reach him by visiting
www.rosedale.ca or www.carrier-
scoach.com.

OPINION

Making veteran drivers in
Ontario re-qualify for their li-
cence at 65 years of age is a joke.
It’s a complete disrespect of the
veteran’s experience and the ded-
ication they have had for this in-
dustry since they started driving.
It is also discrimination.

If you are going to do it for one
age, you might as well do it for
everyone.

I think most veteran drivers
have earned the right to “leave
the table without asking.”

We should be complimenting
them, not humiliating them by
making them do an air brake test.

There are other ways to deter-
mine if the veterans should no
longer be out on the road.

The veteran driver should be
treated with the utmost respect.
Why are they being treated with
so much disrespect? 

Many generations of younger
drivers misuse the CB radio by
swearing on it and using foul 
language.

I have never heard a veteran
driver use foul language towards
anyone at any time.

He is just doing his job,
professionally.

Many accents are now common
in our industry, and they are being
mocked by younger generations
of drivers which degrade the New
Canadian who is trying to get his
start in the industry.

We should be making role mod-

The Simple
Truth
David
Brown

Let’s honour veteran drivers, not treat them like children

Letters to the editor
Have you got a complaint, compli-
ment, criticism or question? 

We’d like to hear about it.
Send your ‘letters to the editor’

to Truck News, 12 Concorde Place,
Toronto, Ontario, M3C 4J2. Or fax
your letter to 416-510-5143.

You can also e-mail
jmenzies@trucknews.com ■■

* SPRING SPECIALS *

Located at 40 Chisholm Drive, Milton, Ontario • (905) 876-3339 
OPEN MON-FRI 7:00 AM-12:00 MIDNIGHT  •  SATURDAY  8:00 AM-5:00 PM • SUNDAY 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

REMEMBER to grease your truck between oil changes. 
Receive one free complete tractor lubrication and 

levels check coupon with every oil change.

VALID ANYTIME, NO EXPIRY. A $20 DOLLAR SAVINGS!

SYNTHETIC GEAR OIL CHANGE: $349.99 
(Includes both differentials & transmission - filters extra if required)

Centerline Truck Lube Inc. uses only the highest quality oils, lubricants and filters. All products guaranteed.

Use                  Delvac 1300 S 15W40 CJ4 or         Rotella T
Multigrade 15W40 CJ4 and receive a $10 OFF COUPON

for your next oil change.

Remember 
to maintain

your 
warranty!

USE CHEVRON 
DELO 400 
15W40 LE

on your next oil
change and receive 
ONE FREE JUG OF

CHEVRON OIL.

DETROIT SERIES 60 – $159.99 
CAT 3406 or C15 – $169.99
CUMMINS N14 – $169.99 
CUMMINS ISX – $219.99
MACK E7 – $184.99 
MACK E9 – $229.99
MACK MP7 – $241.99
(Includes Mack Filters)

VOLVO VED 12 – $198.99
VOLVO D16 (500 or 600) – $219.99
Mercedes Benz 4000 – $223.99
(Includes Original Mercedes Filters)

* PLUS  + PLUS  + PLUS  + PLUS  *

www.centerlinetrucklube.com

The Original Oil Change and Lubrication Specialists since 1986

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

* ALL OIL CHANGES INCLUDE *
Oil to full, Oil filter(s), Fuel filter(s), 

Complete Grease, All Levels Checked, 
Rad PH Test.

* FLEETGUARD FILTERS USED *
Also available original Detroit, CAT, Mack,

Volvo, Mercedes Benz and Hino filters.
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PEERLESS PRODUCTS WITH
THE TREMCAR DIFFERENCE
PEERLESS PRODUCTS WITH
THE TREMCAR DIFFERENCE

FOR SALES & LEASING
PLEASE CONTACT:

JUNE FISCHER
(519) 751-6317

FAX: 905-549-4252
email: biker.b@sympatico.ca

FOR SALES & LEASING
PLEASE CONTACT:

JUNE FISCHER
(519) 751-6317

FAX: 905-549-4252
email: biker.b@sympatico.ca

HEAD OFFICE
TREMCAR INC.

(800) 363-2158
790 MONTRICHARD AVENUE, ST.

JEAN-SUR-RICHELIEU, QC J2X 5G4

HEAD OFFICE
TREMCAR INC.

(800) 363-2158
790 MONTRICHARD AVENUE, ST.

JEAN-SUR-RICHELIEU, QC J2X 5G4

• Transport Canada TC 406 Specifications in accordance with C.S.A. Standard B620-
2003 Highway Tanks and Portable Tanks for the transportation of dangerous goods. 

• ASME “U” Stamp quality control standards  
• Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards
• Provincial Highway Weight Regulations

Unit 6345 – “FOR PURCHASE OR LEASE”
New 2007 Tremcar, Alum, 1410 cu/ft, 3 Hoppers, 3 comp’ts 
or 2 full dividers, 3 manway, aeration, 8” discharge valves,
4" discharge, top and bottom air, LED lights, Intraax 60-60

24.5 tires, pneumatic tridem for dry bulk.

NEW 2007 TREMCAR 1850 CUBE 
5-AXLE, SPIF, DRY BULK

Aluminum, 4 Hopper, 3 Manholes, 4" air inlet,
Solimar Aerators, 6" product valves, 5" discharge,

Hendrickson suspension c/w 2 steerable lifts,
dry bulk tank trailer. Call for pricing.

2 FOR MAY!2 FOR MAY!

NEW 2007 TREMCAR
Stainless, insulated, 407, 7200 USG, one 

compartment, intransit heat, Air Ride, Tandem
axle tank trailer.

Stock in Toronto.

UNIT 1062 – 2000 INTERNATIONAL 530
Eaton-Fuller 10 speed, c/w 2000 Hutch, 20,000

litre, TC-406 Aluminum, 4 compartments, bottom
load, vapour recovery, skully, Midcom metre, hose

reels, on tandem truck.
Priced: w/current safety and barrel tests:

Available Now! $82,000.

UNIT S1033 – 2000 TREMCAR
All stainless, insulated, sanitary, 23,000 litres,

2 compartments, equal split, air ride, tandem axle,
FPU c/w 2" pump and motor.

Price $38,000.

UNIT MS1067 – 1992 WESTANK
Steel, uninsulated, 42,000 litres, one compartment

w/baffles, 6" discharge, spring ride suspension
with air lift ahead, quad axle tank trailer.

Price $29,000. with new safety.

UNIT P1068 – 1994 REMTEC
Aluminum, insulated, 45,000 litres, one compart-
ment w/baffles, heat, air ride, quad axle, asphalt,

tank trailer.
Price: $42,000.

UNIT S1069 – 2006 TREMCAR
DOT-407, 8500 IG, stainless, insulated,
one compartment, Intransit and Steam,

SPIF quad, on sanitary service since new.
For purchase or For Lease.

UNIT S1010 – 2000 TREMCAR
DOT-407 stainless, insulated, 5800 usg, 1 compart-
ment, stainless to the ground, special heat system,

c/w aluminum rims, Intraax suspension, tandem axle.
FOR LEASE. Been in Sanitary Service since new.

Unit 6092 – “FOR PURCHASE OR LEASE”
New 2007 Tremcar , Alum, 1850 cu/ft, 4 hoppers, 1 comp’t,
3 manway, aeration, 6” discharge valves, top and bottom air,

intraax 72-72-99 inverted drop axles, SPIF Quad,
pneumatic for dry bulk.

NEW 8500 IG
DOT-407, one compartment, stainless, insulated,
Intransit heat, air ride, Hendrickson suspension,

SPIF, quad axle tank trailer.

NEW 2007 WATER TANKS
16,000 litre (3500 IG) and 19,000 litre, stainless,
insulated, sanitary, one compartment, 2 baffles,

stainless to the ground.

UNIT 1063 - 1997 FORD
Cat 455, 587,000 km Eaton Fuller 13 spd.,

c/w 97 Dependable, 306 Alum., 23,000 litre, 4 comp’t,
bottom load, vapour recovery, skully, LC3 Meter,

3" Blackmere pump, 2 hose reels.
Price includes: current safety and barrel tests.

Done in May 07. Price: $75,000.

UNIT NP1062
NEW 2008 HUTCHINSON

TC-406 Alum., 62,000 litre, 3 comp’t
lead, 2 comp’t pup, bottom load, open-
able adaptors, skully, provisions for VR,
LED lights, Intraax susp., Conmet hubs,

alum. rims, 24.5’s, c/w auto grease
system on lead, petroleum B-Train.

“NEW LINE”
just around the corner.

Call for details!

NEW 2007 TREMCAR
38,000 litre, 2 comp’t, SPIF, Quad Axle FPU c/w pump/motor.

Call for pricing.

QTY. 4 STOCK!!QTY. 4 STOCK!! AVAILABLE NOW!AVAILABLE NOW!

NEW HUTCHINSON
DOT-406 Alum., 13,400 USG,

5 compartment, Openable adapters,
bottom load, Skully, Two VR Systems,

6 axle, Michigan Spec, Petroleum,
Tank Trailers.

Call for price!

UNIT P1066
1990 WESTANK

TC-306 Alum, 60,000 litres, 3 comp’t lead,
3 compartment pup, spring ride, Bottom load with

skully,Vapour Recovery, Petroleum, Ontario 
B-Train. Currently working on fuel.
All tests current.Available Now! 

Price: $56,000.

2 IN STOCK!!2 IN STOCK!!

Visit us at TRUCK WORLD
April 17, 18, 19th

Our Booth #3107A

Consignments
Welcome!

Consignments
Welcome!

NEW PETROLEUM B-TRAIN

2008 HUTCHINSON
63,000 litres, aluminum, 6 compartments, 3 Comp’t Pup, double heads, baffles, 

bottom load, vapour recovery, LED Lights, Hendrickson Intrax air ride suspension, B-train.

Visit us at TRUCK WORLD
April 17, 18, 19th

Our Booth #3107A

QTY. 3 IN TORONTO!
QTY. 3 IN TORONTO! QTY. 2 IN HAMILTON!

QTY. 2 IN HAMILTON!

FOR
LEASE!

FOR
LEASE!QTY. 4 – JUNE!!QTY. 4 – JUNE!!
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Just before heading out to the
Mid-America Trucking Show in
Louisville last month, I stopped
by the little organic bakery down
the street to grab a few muffins
for the trip, only to find the price
of my favourite muffins had
bumped up by nearly 30% since
my last visit.

The clerk apologized, saying the
cost of transportation and raw
materials had risen, and they sim-
ply had to pass the increases along
to the customer – me, in this case.

Ironic, I thought, that while I’m
beating my head against the wall
trying to get owner/ops to turn
their backs on cheap freight,
wholesalers and retailers are
telling their customers how trans-
portation costs are driving up
prices.

Cheap freight, of course, is a
sort of all catch-all term for loads
that have been passed down from
broker to broker, each skimming
their 20% or so off the top, for
freight that doesn’t pay well right
from the start, or for carrier rates
that just aren’t sustainable.

Cheap freight is the bane of our
existence, yet there never seems
to be a shortage of folks out there
willing to haul loads that don’t
even cover costs.

The bakery where I get my
muffins doesn’t buy its flour by
the truckload. It probably gets a
few dozen 100-lb bags each week,
which are turned into delicious,
healthy snacks.

The price of the flour and other
raw ingredients might be under
some pressure because the
biodiesel craze – diverting soy-
beans and other food crops to fuel
production – is having an impact
all over the world, but I’m sure
that’s only part of the problem.

So, if my muffins cost more, ac-
cording to my baker, because
transportation providers along
the way are imposing fuel sur-
charges on the delivery of the raw
ingredients, why are so many
truckers still complaining about
poor rates and low fuel sur-
charges? 

If I had to guess, I’d say about
one-third of the owner/ops I talk
to these days are doing well.

Some tell me they’ve never
made as much money as they’re
making today, and much of that
comes from fuel surcharges.

While the record price of fuel is
eating up much of what they col-
lect, they’re running conservative-
ly, and saving even more of what
they’re paid.

At the same time, I talk to own-
er/ops who are collecting a miser-
ly 15-18 cents a mile, often less, for
fuel. Basic arithmetic suggests
that with fuel at or close to four
dollars a gallon, a fuel surcharge
somewhere in the 50- to 60-cent
range would be more realistic.

I also talk to carriers who claim

they’re losing loads to rate-cutting
competitors. Yet, who ever admits
to cutting rates? We can’t all be
victims.

There has
to be a perpe-
trator in there
somewhere.

Ya think
maybe there’s
a connection
between carri-
ers who don’t
pay surcharges
to their own-
er/ops and
those who can
seemingly afford to run for 20% to
30% less than fair market rates?

Those carriers couldn’t afford
to run their company trucks for
that kind of money, but they can
still find owner/ops willing to do

the work at a loss.
Notice I said willing? Nobody

forces you to haul freight.
If you decide to run in spite of

the losses, you hurt not only your-
self, you’re taking others down
with you.

It’s a chicken and egg thing. Or
maybe I should say it’s a flour and
muffin thing. Do owner/ops work
cheap because the customers
won’t pay, or do customers get

away with
paying less
because own-
er/ops will
run for less? 

My muffins
cost more
than they did
a few weeks
ago, but be-
cause I like
the all-natural
i n g r e d i e n t s

and the yummy taste, I’ll pay the
price rather than go down to the
local donut hole and buy a puck
made of highly processed flour.

Consumers have choices, and so
do shippers, carriers, and owner/ops.

The bottom line? As long as there is
someone out there willing to do the
work for less than cost, we’re keep-
ing the cheapskates in business.

Think about it: could a carrier
really afford to run its trucks for
30% less than cost? Of course not.
So how can those invisible rate
cutters afford to offer discount
rates in the face of massive in-
creased fuel costs? 

Because they can download the
loss to someone farther down the
supply chain.And they’ll continue
to do it until there’s no one left to
run at a loss.

There are two possible outcomes
here: you’ll eventually be bank-
rupted by your losses, or you can
dry up the supply of cheap labour
voluntarily. The folks at my muffin
shop won’t lose a minute of sleep
tonight because they’re charging
30 cents more for a muffin.

They know their costs, and
they’re doing the logical thing
passing the cost on to the cus-
tomer. I’ll bet there are more than
a few truckers lying awake tonight
wondering how they’ll get
through to pay day, again.

Take a lesson from my baker:
know your costs, know the mar-
ket, and don’t haul cheap freight.
It’s the only way to guarantee 
survival. ■■

– Joanne Ritchie is executive direc-
tor of OBAC. Is this a half-baked
idea? E-mail her at
jritchie@obac.ca or call toll-free
888-794-9990.

INDUSTRY

My muffins and the missing millions
What’s happening to all the surcharge

money being paid out by shippers?

Voice of 
the O/O

Joanne
Ritchie

‘If you decide to run in
spite of the losses, you
hurt not only yourself,
you’re taking others

down with you.’
Joanne Ritchie

Manwin Enterprises
Waterloo ON

(888) 823-7611

Wilson Instruments
Eastern Ontario
(877) 467-4440

PKS Truck Centre 
Mississauga ON
(905) 949-2800

T.A.G. Inc.
Niagara Falls ON
(905)262-5852

NO
IDLE

AFFORDABLE
AIR CONDITIONING

Distributed 
By (877) 322-7283

See us at 
Truck World 2008

Indel B Booth 
#3301A

Reduce Idling – Save Fuel Reduce Emissions – Stay Legal

NO
IDLE

STARTING 
UNDER
$4000.

See Dealer for 
Details

12/24V Air Conditioning No-Idle System

AFFORDABLE
AIR CONDITIONING
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One of my members recently told
me about one of his very good,
long-time owner/operators who
had decided to leave to join an-
other carrier.

The member company is well-
managed and by all appearances a
good carrier to work for.

It caps owner/operator fuel
costs, pays amongst the highest
rates in the province and tries to
treat its owner/operators fairly
when it comes to work distribu-
tion. So, why did the owner/opera-
tor leave? 

The reason given was the poli-
tics of the job and a change in
pace. Seems the member company
believes in and practices sound,
long-term business strategies, not
the least of which are speed con-
trol, hours-of-service accountabil-
ity, the use of satellite tracking,
etc. Things the owner/operator in
this case felt were too much of an
intrusion into his business.

This is an increasingly difficult
issue for the industry.

It begs the question: How do we
reconcile the control that many
carriers think they need to maxi-
mize efficiency and to be compli-
ant (whether required by law, in-
surance and/or legal liabilities)

with the desire of owner/opera-
tors to retain their independence
and to be their own regulator?
There is no answer for all situa-
tions that I know of.

But, I do know that the answer
or at least part of the answer lies
in improved dialogue, under-
standing, respect and trust.

These are things that are a chal-
lenge in any business relationship,
but are perhaps a particular chal-
lenge in trucking which was
founded to a great extent on 
independence of spirit and 
entrepreneurship.

Also, at times we seem to suffer
from a bit of a persecution com-
plex in trucking.

I hear it from carriers who com-
plain that everyone from their
customers, to their suppliers, to
the banks, to the regulators, is
against them.

I also hear from owner/opera-

tors who feel that everyone – the
carriers, the regulators and en-
forcement community, and the
trucking associations are against
them, or at least do not represent
their views.

This is somewhat understand-
able and usually reflects one’s
bargaining power, or what they
perceive to be their bargaining
power, especially in times like the
present when there is an over-ca-
pacity problem in segments of the
business.

The reality in today’s market of
course is that everybody is getting
squeezed.

Who is squeezed first and/or
hardest is to a great extent irrele-
vant, but your perception is your
reality.

Even in good years the profit
margins in trucking are razor thin,
so it should not come as a surprise
that many carriers particularly in
the more capacity-sensitive sec-
tors are struggling to break even
and have been doing so for some
time (of course, there are always
exceptions to this rule).

Most carriers I know have tried
to shelter their drivers and own-
er/operators from the full impact
of the deterioration in their 

revenue base.
But, as time passes and things

don’t seem to get better – the US
economy for instance – some car-
riers have had to take further
steps.

So, there have been layoffs and
some have made cuts in compen-
sation in order to better compete.
Is the motivation to survive or to
prosper? 

Trust me folks, for many it’s the
newest edition of the reality show
“Survivor.”

Many have demanded more of
an effort from their people to
control fuel economy (through
speed control, reducing idling,
out-of-route miles, etc.) in return
for capping the price of fuel as an
example.

Others are making an extra ef-
fort to avoid the costs associated
with non-compliance such as
fines, higher insurance premiums,
etc. I am sure that in many cases,
these actions and the reasons be-
hind them could and should be
better explained.

These are not designed to make
drivers or owner/operators more
miserable. They are survival
strategies.

Next month, I will tackle the
question: ‘What are the associa-
tions doing about the high price of
diesel fuel?’ ■■

INDUSTRY

– David Bradley is president of the
Ontario Trucking Association and
chief executive officer of the
Canadian Trucking Alliance.

Carrier survival tips: Part 1
Building understanding in tough times

Industry 
Issues

David
Bradley

REEFER SALES & SERVICE 
425 GIBRALTAR DR., 

MISSISSAUGA, ON  L5T 2S9
FAX: (905) 795-0018    www.reefersales.com

(905) 795-0234

ATLANTIC CARRIER TRANSICOLD INC.
125 MACNAUGHTON AVE, 
MONCTON, NB  E1H 3N3

FAX: (506) 388-6001   info@reefersales.com

(506) 388-6000

Technologies for Today with Benefits for Tomorrow
EFFECTIVE, AFFORDABLE, ENVIRONMENTAL, PRODUCTS FROM CARRIER

Serving Ontario and the Maritimes 
for 20 Years

Is your 
fleet thinking
about  going

GREEN?

Is your 
fleet thinking
about  going

GREEN?

Check out our lineup of 
GREEN MACHINES

at Truck World 2008 
Booth 4201-A and 

the CFMS Booths 5 & 6

Check out our lineup of 
GREEN MACHINES

at Truck World 2008 
Booth 4201-A and 

the CFMS Booths 5 & 6

Pg 44 TN May v3  4/7/08  3:52 PM  Page 44

http://www.reefersales.com
mailto:info@reefersales.com


1988 Volvo Fire Truck 6-71 TA
500 hrs., MT654 trans., 23000

Rockwell rear, super clean, no brand.

2005 Sterling 9513 Mercedes 400
10 spd., 12/40, 140,000 kms., 

needs cab, brand none.

www.morgan-diesel.com

CASH OR 
BANK DRAFT

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8 A.M.-5 P.M.
CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

1248 McAdoo’s Lane 
R.R.1 Glenburnie (Kingston) ON  K0H 1S0

CREDIT CARD PURCHASES ARE 
SUBJECT TO A 3% PRICE INCREASE

(613) 546-0431 
Fax: (613) 546-4206 

E-Mail: james@morgan-diesel.com

WE BUY 
TRUCKS

Ask for
JAMES or RON

2005 KW T300 
C7-300 h.p., FR11210C trans., 

75,000 kms., For Parts.

2005 John Deere Back Hoe 410G
1500 hours, needs to be repaired

1988 Mack DMM Tandem Cement
Truck, 6 wheel drive, clean, no brand.

Cat C-15 Engines, 
low kms., 435-550 h.p.

2003 C15 Engine 
475 h.p., 2050 torque, 663,000 kms.

Call for Price.

E7 Mack Engines 
In Stock.

2005 MBE 4000 Engine
500 kms., New drop in.

2006 John Deere Back Hoe 410G,
needs cab to fix, only 19 hrs., 

Must See.

2004 KW T600 
C15-475 h.p., 16913 trans., 12/40,

600,000 kms. Whole or Parts.

2006 Series 60 
515 h.p., 150,000 kms.

1999 IH Day Cab
For Parts.

ISX Engines 
low kms., 400-565 h.p., EGR.

2000 International 9100 Cab 
ISM engine wired, clean.

$8500.

1998 Volvo VNL 610 
For Parts.

1998 Western Star 4964 
For Parts.

2001 KW T800 
Cummins ISX-450 h.p., RTLO 16913A

trans., 12/40 on Neway. 
For Parts.

2007 IH 9400
C15-435 h.p., Fuller Autoshift 10 spd.,

12/40, 246,000 kms. No Brand.

2007 Freightliner Columbia 
Detroit 60 14L 515, 13 spd.

Roadranger, 12/40, brand salvage.

JLG Manlift
Good condition.

2006 IH 9400i 
C15 475 h.p. Cat, 18 spd., 46 rears,

For Parts or Whole.

TIRES
Priced from $100 to $300

2001 Volvo VNL 770 
Cummins ISX-475 h.p., Fuller Auto 10
spd., 12/40, burnt in the cab. For Parts.

2003 KW T800 
ISX-475 h.p., 1850 torque, RTLO
18913A, 12/40. Whole or Parts.

1997 Peterbilt 379L 
Series 60, 500 h.p., 13 spd., 

12/40, Wetline.

1997 KW W900L
3406E-475 h.p., 13 spd., 12/40.

For Parts.

DIESEL TRUCK PARTS INC.
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TMTankmart International
Distributors for REMTEC, TREMCAR, J&L TANK INC.  SALES – SERVICE – PARTS

1996 Freightliner FL-70 Tank Truck 5.9L Cummins,
Allison auto, 10,500L alum. 2 compt tank. Single equip.,
very good overalll condition. Other single axle trucks 
available.

New 2008 Aluminum Pneumatic (cement) 1850 c.f.
quad axle tanks. Fully loaded. Not Actual Picture.

Hurry

Unit C211 – 2007 Remtec 48,000L aluminum insulated
hot product R-TAC super B train. Air ride, aluminum discs,
low kms., available now. Call

New 2008 Tremcar 7000 I.G. insulated DOT-407 S/S
RTAC tridem, has air ride, alum. wheels, Michelin rubber.

2 on order. Call

Unit 7539 - 1997 International #2674 Tank Truck
Cummins N-14 engine, 13 spd. trans, 20/46 suspension.
Hutch 20,000L 4 compt. MC-306 aluminum tank. Dual
electronic meters, has new paint, safety, B-620. Call 

www.tankmart.com

Unit 7503 – 1999 International 4900 19,000L 
aluminum 1 compt. aircraft re-fueller. DT-466 engine, Allison
automatic, over and under wing fuelling/defuelling capacity,
low hours, excellent overall condition. Call

Unit LT-405 – 1999 Tremcar 8500 I.G. insulated S/S 
DOT-407 quad. Stainless to the ground, alum. wheels, air ride.
Very good overall condition. Call 

Unit 7259 - 2005 Etnyre 6750 usg steel insulated 
tandem axle asphalt tank. Near new condition. Available
now.

New 2008 Remtec 61000L 6 compartment DOT-406 
petroleum RTAC B Train. Fully loaded. Call for specs and pricing.

New Tankcon 5400 USG FRP tandem axle chemical tank,
air ride. 

2231 Wyecroft Road  •  Oakville  •  ON  •  L6L 5L7
Tel. (905) 465-1355  •  (800) 268-1456

“AVAILABILITY, COMPETITIVE PRICING AND EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE”

FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTS NEEDS

CALL STANLEY TAYLOR 
OR MARIO SOSIC

BUSINESS HOURS:
7 AM – 5 PM

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

TMTankmart Parts & Service

Available

Late April
Available

Mid May

Available

Early 
April

Available

May

New 2008 Tremcar 9000 I.G. DOT 407 insulated S/S
RTAC B Train, stainless to the ground, air ride, aluminum
wheels, etc. On order. Hurry

New 2008 Remtec 57,000L 6 compartment DOT-406
petroleum quad. Has all options. In Stock

In Stock

OAKVILLE BRANCH
Call Kevin Brown, Tony Jelicic, 

Kevin Peck
1-800-268-1456
(905) 465-1355
Fax: 905-465-3780

MONTREAL BRANCH
Call Ron Laberge, Bob Kavanagh, 

Camille Pettinato
1-800-363-2262
(514) 323-5510

Rental Units and Service 
at both Branches

CANADA’S LARGEST TANK TRAILER DEALER – Over 200 New & Used Tank Trailers for Sale, Lease or Rent

Unit 7904 – Fruehauf 47,000L 1 compt. aluminum sludge
tank. Has 10" knife valve at rear, new safety. In Oakville. Call

Feature Unit of the Month

SHOP SERVICES • CONTACT JONATHAN RANSOM
We have a 3 bay shop situated in Oakville for all your tanker trailer repair needs.

We specialize in all tank inspections, brake, suspension and frame repairs

CERTIFICATIONS
• Transport Canada B-620-2003 Inspections  • U.S.DOT HM-183 Inspections

• Ontario Ministry of Transportation Motor Vehicle Inspection License.

Available

June

“ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR TANK AND TRAILER PARTS NEEDS”

FEATURED IN APRIL/MAY: QUALITY PRODUCTS BY DIXON BAYCO

Visit us at 
Truck World 2008

Booth 1269

Unit 8083 – 2003 Tremcar 9000 I.G. DOT-407 insulated
S/S Michigan spread quad axle chemical tank. Intraxx 
suspension, new HM-183 and safety. In Oakville. Hurry!!
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By James Menzies
TORONTO, Ont. – Why is it that a
guy with a $60,000 BMW parked in
his driveway is more likely to treat
his vehicle with synthetic motor oils
than an owner/operator or fleet with
double that amount invested into a
Class 8 truck? After all, isn’t pretty
much anything labeled ‘synthetic’
better than ‘non-synthetic’?

In short, yes. But with synthetic
heavy-duty engine oils costing about
triple the price of conventional 
mineral oils, the increased cost just
doesn’t make sense for a lot trucking
operations.That being said, there are
proven benefits of using synthetic
heavy-duty engine oils (HDEOs),
such as extended drain intervals 
and more reliable start-ups in 
cold weather. Some users have even
reported fuel economy gains of 
1-2.5%. But at a cost of about triple
that of conventional HDEOs,
the major question surrounding syn-
thetic engine oil, is its ability to 
deliver a payback.

Nonetheless, more customers are
beginning to inquire about the bene-
fits of full-synthetic HDEOs, Shell’s
Walt Silveira told Truck News while
at the Mid-America Trucking Show.

“People are becoming more inter-
ested in high-performance prod-
ucts,” Silveira said, noting an in-
crease in visitors to the Shell booth
wanting to talk about synthetic
lubes. “There’s more conversation
around full-synthetics than we’ve
heard in the past.We’re seeing more
interest and a need to further 
educate people on the benefits of
full-synthetics.”

Mark Pagnanelli,heavy-duty sales
and marketing manager with
Castrol has also noticed an up-tick in
interest in full-synthetic HDEOs.
However, he admitted fleets are
slow to embrace the technology,
mostly due to the increased cost.

“A lot of people are looking to get
some of the purported fuel economy
benefits and interval extensions.
More fleets are looking at the op-
portunity, but they’re not jumping in
with both feet,” Pagnanelli said. “It
comes at a significant premium, so
they want to see the true benefits
and how the product holds up.
There’s a lot of testing going on, but
not a whole-hearted switch, based
on the costs involved.”

Despite the performance en-
hancements of full-synthetic
HDEOs, not all suppliers are as en-
thusiastic about the product’s poten-
tial. Claude Van Kessel, marketing
director with Total Lubricants (for-
merly Tribospec, but acquired by
Total last December), said unless
you’re operating in extreme temper-
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At triple the price of
conventional motor
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atures, the benefits of full-synthetic
HDEOs are not likely worth the 
investment.

“I think a top-quality mineral oil
like a CJ-4 oil is a better choice for
the industry than the synthetic,”Van
Kessel noted. “In our opinion, the
move from mineral to synthetic will
be slow. We have mineral products
that are as effective as synthetics and
are less expensive and meet the re-
quirements of the manufacturers.As
long as you meet or exceed all the
manufacturers’ recommendations,
you don’t need to go to synthetic.
But it’s a trend – people like the fact
it’s called synthetic.”

Total Lubricants, which does offer
a line of full-synthetic HDEOs, con-
cedes there are benefits to using 
synthetic lubes in extreme tempera-
tures – notably, in the northern
reaches of Canada. Beyond that, the

biggest benefit is extended drains,
and Kessel pointed out “The fleet
supervisor doesn’t want to see the
drivers every 75,000 kms, because
yes, the engine may sustain 70,000 or
80,000 clicks, but there are other
parts of the truck that need to be 
lubricated (more frequently).”

When touting the benefits of syn-
thetic oils, most suppliers have fo-
cused on extreme weather perform-
ance characteristics. In its product
literature, Chevron reports its Delo
400 Synthetic products offer “easier
cold weather starting due to excel-
lent low temperature pumpability.”

Synthetic oils boast a lower “pour
point” – the lowest temperature at
which the oil will flow, which is why
they allow for more reliable start-
ups in the dead of winter.

“Conventional 15W-40 (oils) do
not have the low temperature per-
formance of synthetics and are get-

ting no closer,” said Clinton Smith,
with Imperial Oil. “Synthetics are
best suited for low temperature and
very high temperature applications.”

Reimer Foundations, a sand, grav-
el and concrete transportation com-
pany based out of Valleyview, Alta.
has made the switch from conven-
tional HDEOs to Petro-Canada’s
Duron Synthetic 5W-40, and reports
advantages that go beyond im-
proved operation in temperatures
that routinely reach highs of 38 C in
the summer and as low as - 35 C in
the winter.

The company’s fleet of nine gravel
trucks, 14 mixers as well as other
construction equipment has also ex-
tended drain intervals by about 200
hours of operation.

“We’re getting really good per-
formance out of our oil. For exam-
ple, one of our trucks has about 1.4
million km on it and there is ab-
solutely nothing wrong with it,and it
requires very little top-up – about
two litres per week,” said Randy

Bond, manager of Reimer
Foundations. Paula Del Castilho,
category manager, commercial
transportation lubricants with
Petro-Canada, recently told truck-
news.com’s WebTV program,
Transportation Matters, that its fleet
customers make the switch for a va-
riety of reasons, but cold weather
performance generally tops the list.

“Usually with synthetic oils, there
is some sort of other performance
capability added to it,” she ex-
plained. “Usually fleets that are
looking at synthetics are looking for
some added benefit to it, some
added capability.”

But unfortunately,placing a dollar
figure on those improved capabili-
ties is not always easy, making it dif-
ficult to measure a return-on-invest-
ment. Shell’s Silveira said fleets and
owner/operators are becoming
more sophisticated when it comes to
calculating cost-per-mile, which
helps measure the value of a product
such as a synthetic lubricant.He said
customers should meet with their
supplier to discuss the potential ben-
efits as they apply specifically to
their unique operation.

“Every fleet maintenance opera-
tion is a little bit different, so it gets
down to talking to the customer and
finding out how they measure ROI
and how they measure true cost-per-
mile,” Silveira explained.

With increasing fuel costs, the val-
ue proposition behind full-synthetic
HDEOs appears to be evolving.
Fleets are most interested in
whether synthetic HDEOs can truly
deliver a fuel savings – even a saving
of as little as 1% can be substantial
in long-haul applications.Owner/op-
erators on the other hand, appreci-
ate the reliability and reduced
downtime that can be realized dur-
ing the winter months, especially if
they operate in Northern Canada.

Customers wanting the cold
weather start-up capabilities of a
synthetic oil, without the prohibitive
cost increase, can consider another
option – using synthetic HDEOs in
the winter time and switching back
to a conventional mineral oil when
the temperature warms up.

Total Lubricants’ Kessel said con-
ventional and synthetic HDEOs are
fully-compatible, so an operator can
seamlessly switch between the two
types of oil without even flushing the
engine between changes. In fact,
conventional and synthetic HDEOs
can even be “blended”to offer more
modest performance improvements
at a lower cost.There are also “semi-
synthetic” options, which use a high
quality base stock comprised of a
combination of mineral and synthet-
ic oils.These offer some of the bene-
fits of synthetics at an easier to swal-
low premium of about 15-20%,
notes Pagnanelli, whose Castrol
Hypuron falls into this category.

For now, the industry seems divid-
ed on whether full-synthetic
HDEOs will ever become main-
stream.At about triple the purchase
price of conventional oils, Shell’s
Silveira said “the operator wants to
see,will he be getting three times the
value?”

Most fleets and owner/operators
are not yet convinced. But with
diesel surpassing $4/gallon, the fu-
ture popularity of synthetic HDEOs
may depend on its ability to deliver
fuel savings. ■■

ENGINE OILS

Synthetic oils: Worth the cost?
■ Continued from page 47
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Long live your engine.

www.essolubes.ca

Available through Esso branded distributors from coast to coast.
Find your local distributor at http://map.essolubes.ca/. For
more information, call 1-800-968-3776 or visit www.delvac.ca

®
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2 Dedicated Express Lanes run by Dedicated Technicians.
You just Relax and Drive Thru!
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AND
WE DO TIRES!
FULL SALES &
SERVICE FOR 
ANY TRUCK!

1976 Kipling Ave
S. W. corner of Bethridge & Kipling  
South of Rexdale Blvd. North of 401/409 416-747-8005

YOU PICK YOUR 
FAVOURITE OIL!
YOU PICK YOUR 
FAVOURITE OIL!

MINIMUM 
DOWNTIME
MINIMUM 
DOWNTIME

BIG OR SMALL
WE HANDLE IT ALL!

MAXIMUM 
RELIABILITY!
MAXIMUM 

RELIABILITY!

ANY BRAND 
FOR ANY 
TRUCK!

ANY BRAND 
FOR ANY 
TRUCK!

One truck or 
your entire fleet -

we’ll manage your
maintenance 

schedule 

One truck or 
your entire fleet -

we’ll manage your
maintenance 

schedule 

Visit our “C.L.C.” 
Lube Bay
• Change Oil & Filters!
• Lube all Points!
• Check all Lights, Filters, 

Wipers & Levels (Drive Line too) 

…and a full visual inspection 
before you head out!

Visit our “C.L.C.” 
Lube Bay
• Change Oil & Filters!
• Lube all Points!
• Check all Lights, Filters, 

Wipers & Levels (Drive Line too) 

…and a full visual inspection 
before you head out!
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By Harry Rudolfs
TORONTO, Ont. – Even the aver-
age dumb-ass four-wheeler is 
familiar with the “stars” of the high-
way: the glamorous Freightliners,
Kenworths, Macks, Volvos,
Internationals and Peterbilts.

But shunt trucks usually go un-
noticed and unappreciated.

Yard tractors do the grunt work
behind the scenes in closed yards,
terminals, ports and distribution
centres, operating night and day, of-
ten reversing as much as driving
forward. The little dogs lift outra-
geous loads and thread trailers
through obstacles into seemingly
impossible spots and corners.

But today’s shunt truck was only
an afterthought. According to
Kalmar Industries, makers of
Ottawa tractors, the first truck
equipped with a hydraulically-lift-
ed fifth wheel was fabricated in
Kansas in 1958. Fifty years later, in
April 2008, Kalmar has just pro-
duced its 45,000th shunt truck.

Even so, these specialized trac-

tors were slow to catch on. In the
old days, trucking companies
would supply the shunt driver with
an old city truck to move trailers
around the yard. The hydraulic
concept picked up speed in the late
80s and early 90s with the introduc-
tion of Just-in-Time material 
handling and automated loading
systems.

Today’s fast-paced shipping envi-
ronment would not be possible
without shunt trucks. And a good
shunt driver is worth his or her
weight in platinum.

It’s estimated one can do at least
three times the work of a driver
who has to crank the dollies and
pull the pin manually.

Shunt trucks squat a little lower

than Class 8 tractors and the hy-
draulic boom has to be able to fit
inside the frame so the fifth wheel
can lie flush with the deck.

The cabins are square, narrow
and flat-sided with lots of glass al-
lowing almost 360-degree vision.
Entrance is gained through the
rear sliding door with steps access-
ing either side of the trailer.

Yard donkeys generally sit on
single axles with rigid rear suspen-
sions; tandems might be necessary
for some heavy on-road applica-
tions but they are rare.
Manufacturers can and do create
just about any kind of variation of
shunter, from articulated sectional
frames to special gooseneck
booms.

The trucks’ short wheelbases
give them amazing maneuverabili-
ty. Power is supplied by Cummins
or Cat engines, usually around 200
hp since the units aren’t required to
go fast.Allison automatic transmis-
sions are ubiquitous in the shunt
truck world as are Meritor axles.

Two major shunt truck manufac-
turers supply most of the world’s
needs: Kalmar which makes the
Ottawa models in Ottawa, Kansas,
and Capacity which produces the
Trailer Jockey brand at a plant in
Longview,Texas.

Ottawa is the most recognizable
name but Capacity has also estab-
lished a major presence in Canada.
Some companies with large fleets
tend to have both makes in their
repertoire. Although some shunt
drivers prefer one to the other, I’ve
driven both and they’re so similar I

have to look twice to see which
brand I’m driving.

There’s a new player on the
scene, as well.Terminal Investment
Corp. (TICO) manufactures its
own version of a terminal tractor at
its plant in Savannah, Georgia.
According to its Web site, they’ve
been making shunts for use in ports
since 1985, but are now marketing
them throughout North America.
TICO’s cab is fiberglass rather than
metal, and is much wider, allowing
the insertion of a second seat for
training purposes.

A company looking to buy a
shunt truck should consider
whether it will be utilized in-plant
or be required to drive on-road.The
majority of terminal tractors sold in
Canada are plated and street legal.
Still, the urge to go for the off-road
option must be tempting.

Customers going this route can
choose an industrial engine rather
than one of the EPA07 motors with
soot-burning capabilities.

An off-road tractor, however,
can never leave the yard under its
own power, and fuel and servicing
have to be supplied on-site.

I’m curious to hear how the new
engines are functioning in the
shunt community.

Having to stop shunting opera-
tions for 20-50 minutes while the
DPF unit cycles through a high
temperature burn-off is a new vari-
able that shunt drivers never had to
deal with before. It could throw a
wrench into some tight shipping
schedules. Unofficially, I’ve heard
that a small percentage of users are

SHUNT TRUCKS

Shunters receive little recognition
for working wonders in the yard

Don’t forget the
little guys

On-road
Editor
Harry
Rudolfs
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2008 CLASSICS 
MBE & DDC powered, fully loaded.

In Stock!

2008 CASCADIAS
MBE & DDC

SEE THEM HERE!

2008 CORONADOS
475 H.P. Cat

In Stock!

2008 COLUMBIAS
MBE 4000, Fully Loaded.

Our 2nd location is now open at
31 Garnet Road, Brantford, ON

Jim Neeve 519-750-0055

905-561-6110    1-800-207-5568
- RICK GUAGLIANO - DAN KOWALYSHYN - FRANK VANBRUINESSEN - JIM NEEVE - LEIGH PINDER

2333 Barton Street East, Hamilton, Ont. L8E 2W8  •  Fax: 905-573-9663

www.metrofreightliner.com

SPECIAL
TRUCK WORLD

PRICING
ON ALL

REMAINING
2008 MODELS!

SPECIAL
TRUCK WORLD

PRICING
ON ALL

REMAINING
2008 MODELS!

CLEAN USED TRUCKS – ALL REASONABLE OFFERS CONSIDERED!
2004 PETERBILT

379/119 HEAVY HAUL
TRACTOR

14/SUPER 40’S, 475 H.P.
C15 CAT, 18 SPEED,
DOUBLE LOCKS, 70"
SLEEPER, 22.5" NEW

RUBBER, FULLY LOADED.
HEAVY HAULER.

2002 FREIGHTLINER
CLASSIC XL132

500 H.P. CAT, 13 SPEED,
12 & 40 AXLES, 26" WB,
22.5" ALUM.WHEELS,

64" ABLE BODY SLEEPER,
GEN. SET, LOW KM, FULLY

LOADED.

SOLD

HEAVY
HAULER $39,900.

SPECIAL CASHBACK FINANCING ON NEW & USED TRUCKS UP TO $5,000. O.A.C. STOP IN FOR DETAILS!
SEE US AT TRUCK WORLD 2008, APRIL 17-19 • BOOTH #5401

MORE USED TRUCKS IN  STOCK!

2004 PETERBILT 379 L
475 H.P. CAT, 13 SPEED,

12 & 40 AXLES, 244" WB,
22.5" ALUM.WHEELS,

NEW RUBBER, CANADIAN
CLASS, 63" UNIBILT

SLEEPER.

2005 VOLVO 670
HIGHWAY TRACTOR
12/40, 465 H.P.VOLVO,
13 SPEED, 22.5 ALUM.,

JAKE,AIR RIDE,
LOADED,WORK STATION,

VERY CLEAN,
650,000 KM.

2002 FREIGHTLINER
COLUMBIA CL120

450 H.P. MBE, 12 SPEED
AUTOSHIFT, 12 & 4 AXLES,
AIR SUSP. FR & RR., 234"

WB, 24.5" ALL ALUM.
WHEELS, 70" MIDROOF

XT SLEEPER,VERY 
LOW KM, FULLY LOADED.

(1) 1994 FREIGHTLINER
CLASSIC XL132

HIGHWAY TRACTOR
EXTRA SHARP, 12/40,

455 H.P. CAT, 18 SPEED,
60" FLAT TOP, 244" WB,
24.5 ALUM., AIR RIDE,
JAKE, ETC, LOADED,

EXCEPTIONAL FOR THE
YEAR!

From
$59,500. $54,900.

(1) 1998 FREIGHTLINER
FLD 120 HIGHWAY

TRACTOR
70" CONDO, 470 H.P.

S60 DETROIT, 15 SPEED
O.D., ONE OWNER

TRUCK.
$12,000.

(1) 2004 FREIGHTLINER
CLASSIC 120 HIGHWAY

TRACTOR
12/40, CAT 500 H.P., 13

SPEED, 24.5 ALUM., 4.11
RATIO, 48" FLAT TOP, 235"
WB, JAKE,AIR RIDE,WET

LINE,VERY CLEAN,
LOADED TRUCK, 797,000

KM, CERT/E-TEST.

$98,000.
From

$98,000.
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having problems with their EGRs
and that new software patches 
are on the way from engine 
manufacturers.

Another factor is exhaust stack
damages, which are not uncommon
in this kind of work. On-road ter-
minal tractors with EPA07 engines
now come with very expensive ex-
haust stack components that can
cost $3,000-6,000 to repair. Hence,
Kalmar and Capacity have mount-
ed steel plates and posts around the
catalyst and DPF units to minimize
damages.

Shunt truck manufacturers have
a slough of options available, from
beacon lights to motorized and
heated mirrors. John Uppington,
Ottawa manager for Woodbine
Truck Centre in Markham, Ont.,
won’t sell an Ottawa tractor with-
out including a “fifth wheel unlatch
interlock” which prevents the jaws
from opening while the vehicle is 
in motion.

Capacity, on the other hand, likes
to boast about its Dura-Ride rear
suspension. According to Mike
Hignett of Glasvan Great Dane in
Mississauga, Ont. (the Capacity
dealer for southern Ontario), the
system, “provides a stable platform
even when the trailer is lifted 16
inches…It’s a lot more comfortable
for the driver and smooths out the
rough ride. It also reduces the vibra-
tion on trucks, ultimately resulting
in less downtime and maintenance.”

A shunt truck’s life is measured
in hours instead of kilometres. The
average life span of a shunt truck is
about 10 years, and it will work
about 3,000 hours per year, though
there are many that work twice as
hard. Leased units may cycle every
three to five years, while purchased
tractors might be kept for seven
years before being upgraded.

OK Transportation has a long
time association with Canadian Tire
Corporation so it’s natural that they
should provide shunting services
for the retail giant in Brampton,
Ont. OK currently has 28 shunt
trucks servicing three different
clients (using a mixture of Ottawa
and Capacitys). But the dedicated
CTC tractors get the most work,
operating two 10-hour shifts per
day, from 4 a.m. to midnight.

According to the OK manage-
ment team, the units get traded in
every four or five years when they
reach 18,000-20,000 hours.

Shunt truck users can range from
major US transport companies
who float up their own equipment
to small business owners who see
an advantage in buying their own
shunt truck.

“The market is so diversified,”

says Uppington of Woodbine Truck
Centre. “In some cases, the only
equipment a customer may own
will be a forklift truck and a shunt
truck. All the other vehicles in the
yard are owned by carriers.”

Ray Stewart, owner of National
Shunt Service of Cobourg, Ont.,
sees a niche in supplying shunt
equipment and drivers to business-
es across Canada. He currently
looks after the shunting needs of
various customers in Southern
Ontario and one client in
Chilliwack, B.C.

“We bring a lot of other things to
a client, like dock audits, yard main-
tenance checks, space and volume
management solutions,” he says.
Stewart has also developed the soft-
ware for a handheld radio frequen-
cy dispatch platform that works off
the wireless router from a cus-
tomer’s shipping/receiving comput-
er. The shunter is provided with a
handheld unit that clips into the
truck where he can record and cross
off assigned moves and locations.“It
also provides a database for ship-
pers in real-time from which they
can extrapolate information.”

Stewart says the shunting busi-
ness has not suffered despite the
downturn in the economy.

“Our business tends to operate
in distribution centres where we’re
seeing continuous growth and in-
vestment by national and interna-
tional companies,” he says.

It has been a bad winter for driv-
ers in most of Canada, and the
same is true for shunters. I asked
top NSSL driver Mike Maclellan
what he does to keep rolling.

“I call it waltzing trailers around
in the snow,” he says.“You lead and
they follow. You try everything to
get going – salt, shovel. If you know
your equipment well, you know
how to put it in gear as the revs are
coming down so you get a little
jump. Otherwise you just spin.”

Last year I went on assignment
and worked a week of shunt shifts
at Purolator’s Ontario hub to get
into the character of the story. This
year I took a pass: it’s just too hard
and intense, but never boring.

Better to leave shunt driving up
to people that enjoy it, like my col-
league Akber Popal who works
nights at the Metro West facility.

“I do like this job. You’re always
the centre of action, sometimes
running around outside opening
barn doors. This is a busy place 
so there’s always something to do.
I watch drivers come in from
Moncton and Calgary, but I’d
rather go home at the end of my
shift.” ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:862; 843;

CENTRE OF THE ACTION: Shunter Akber Popal enjoys the job because of the
non-stop action in the yard. And the fact he gets to go home after his shift.

Something For The Entire Family

Show & Shine • Truck Pulls
Trade Shows • Country Music Festival

Show & Shine Registration – Thursday July 24, 10 am – 9pm (for pre-registered)
Trade Show – Set-up Wednesday & Thursday, 9am – 9pm

Music in the Park – Friday Classic Rock 8pm – 1am
– Saturday Afternoon, 12pm – 6pm

– Saturday night, 6:30pm – 1am, sponsored by Castrol
– Sunday, noon – 4pm

Truckpulls – Canada’s Largest Truck & Tractor Pull – featuring North America’s greatest pullers
– Thursday July 24, 7pm, Great Lakes Truck & Tractor Pullers Association

– Friday July 25, 7pm, Pro Pulling League – Empire State Pullers
– Saturday July 26, 10am, Garden Tractor, single engine mods, mini rods & heavies

– Saturday July 26, 6pm, Pro Pulling League – Empire State Pullers
– Sunday July 27, 12noon Demolition Derby

Saturday night BBQ – 6 pm – 8 pm
Sunday Morning Breakfast – 8 am – 10:30 am

Show & Shine Awards – Sunday July 27

Family Area – Entertainment and activities for kids,
Sunday morning church service with “Transport for Christ”

If you got it, a truck brought it!
For information call

519 843-3412
1-866-526-7379    Fax 519-787-0692

Email: info@fergustruckshow.com • Web: www.fergustruckshow.com

This 150+ Million Dollar Weekend* is co-sponsored to date by:

*estimated value of equipment on display

Friday 
April Wine
David Wilcox 

Saturday
Dixie Flyers
Cathy Korpi
Dawson Reigns
Jessie Farrell
Gord Bamford
Aaron Pritchett

Sunday
Aaron Lines

Entertainment

Gates Open
Thursday July 24, 6 pm (Truck pulls only)

Friday July 25, noon
Saturday July 26, 9 am
Sunday July 27, 7:30 am
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – There were
very few dry eyes in the building
when Goodyear named its annual
Highway Hero at the Mid-America
Trucking Show.

Those present at the Truck
Writers of North America (TWNA)
awards dinner agreed each of the fi-
nalists, including Ontario’s David
Virgoe, who lost his life reportedly
steering into the ditch to avoid hit-
ting oncoming motorists when street
racers cut him off, were heroes.
However, it was Richard
Filiczkowski, a driver with C.R.
England out of Zion, Ill. at the time,
that was ultimately named the win-
ner – an honour he said really be-
longed to nine-year-old Abby Bern,
the girl whose life he saved.

When Filiczkowski was named
the recipient of Goodyear’s 25th
Highway Hero Award, he was sur-
prised to learn that Abby and her
mother Marty Bern were present to
congratulate him.After a tearful em-
brace, Filiczkowski approached the
podium and declared that Abby was
so strong during the ordeal, that she
was the true hero.

The dramatic rescue unfolded on
Apr. 26, 2007, when Filiczkowski
(now out of Bountiful, Utah) was
awoken from the sleeper cab by his
wife, who was behind the wheel and
had just witnessed a car veer across
several lanes of traffic, landing in a
pond.Filiczkowski quickly dove into
the water in an attempt to save the
trapped motorists.

“I dove right in because I saw

Abby pounding on
the car’s back win-
dow. My only in-
stinct was to get her
out of the car as
soon as possible,”
he recounted. “In
situations like that,
seconds count.”

Abby’s father
was also trapped in
the car, his legs
pinned beneath the
dashboard. The 42-
year-old father of
three was strapped
into the vehicle by
his seat belt. Once
Abby was re-
moved from the
vehicle and taken
to safety, Filiczko-
wski and other
passersby attempt-
ed vigorously to
free her father.
Tragically, they
were unable to do so in time, and he
succumbed to his injuries.

“I wish I was faster for him,”
Filiczkowski said.“My only regret, I
just wish I was faster.”

Donn Kramer,director of market-
ing for Goodyear Commercial Tire
Systems, said “Richard’s name is on
the award, but his wife and tandem
truck driver Janet is equally deserv-
ing. Together, their heroics are truly
inspiring.”

Other finalists for the award in-
cluded: Virgoe, who was honoured

post-humously for saving several
lives on Hwy. 400  north of Toronto
last summer. His employer Wilburn
Archer and widow Debbie, made
the trek from Ontario to represent
him at the ceremony. Rick Tower of
Yreka,Cal.,who rescued an 82-year-
old woman from her sinking car af-
ter it left the road and plunged into
the Klamath River. And Ronnie
Green of Regina, N.M., who saved a
pregnant woman from a brutal at-
tack in which she was run over by
her boyfriend’s truck. ■■

Carrier Transicold
exceeds EPA
requirements
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Carrier
Transicold was at the Mid-America
Trucking Show to showcase its low-
emissions trailer product line. The
models on display at the show boast
improved fuel-efficiency and lower
sound output than previous models,
the company said.They also exceed-
ed emissions requirements from
both the Environmental Protection
Agency and the California Air
Resources Board.

“Carrier solutions allow an envi-
ronmentally-conscious trucker or
fleet owner to satisfy EPA and
CARB minimums and to achieve
the best overall particulate matter
reduction,” said David Kiefer, prod-
uct manager, trailer products.

Carrier’s newest trailer refrigera-
tion units (TRUs) surpass EPA par-
ticulate matter requirements by
30%, company officials pointed out,
which is also about 20% better than
other models in the marketplace.
They also produce 19% less NOx
and hydrocarbons than the latest
EPA allowance. In addition, the
newest TRUs are 1-2% more fuel-
efficient and about 1 dB quieter
than previous models.The latest en-
gines will be found on models 2100,
2100A and 2500A reefers from
Carrier’s X2 Series, as well as the
Ultima, Ultra and Genesis models.

For more information, visit
www.trucktrailer.carrier.com. ■■

MID-AMERICA
Goodyear names Highway Hero during emotional ceremony

RE-UNITED: Goodyear Highway Hero Richard Filiczkowski
was re-united with the girl he saved, Abby Bern and her
mother Marty, during a recent ceremony.

W.K. DAHMS MFG. LTD.
3074 SAWMILL ROAD, 

ST. JACOBS, ONTARIO N0B 2N0

519-664-3414
FAX: (519) 664-2082

The Construction Industry’s preferred
“Precise Placement”

Material Delivery System 
. . . Since 1976

STONE SLINGER™ - Registered Trademark - Canada & U.S.A.

WWW.superstoneslinger.com

The ULTRA STONE SLINGER™ puts dirt, mulch, top soil, screening, 
aggregates and sand precisely where you need it. With a 220 degree working 
pivot radius and an increased angulation of
23 degrees above and below 
the horizontal, the ULTRA 
STONE SLINGER™ convey
or accurately places material
up to 100 feet from the end 
of the truck, eliminating 
material handling, 
reducing construction 
time and improving 
your bottom line.

Live
Bottom

Discharge

For information in Quebec and Eastern Provinces:

GEROQUIP INC.
4795 Rue Louis B. Mayer, Laval, QC H7P 6G5
1-877-978-0200 • Fax: (450) 682-6654
Contact: Martin Deguire • Cell: (514) 953-5019

Continually Setting The Standard!Continually Setting The Standard!
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Peterbilt’s
medium-duty hybrid trucks will
be in full production this summer,
the company announced at the
Mid-America Trucking Show.

The Model 330 and Model 335
hybrids will begin rolling off the
line at Ste.Therese, Que. this sum-
mer. Both will feature the Eaton
hybrid-electric system.

The Model 330 is expected to
deliver fuel savings of 30% in ur-
ban driving cycles while the
Model 335 will achieve fuel econ-
omy improvements of up to 60%
when used in utility applications.

“With higher fuel costs and
growing concerns with the global
carbon footprint, Peterbilt is at
the forefront in the development
of green technologies that help
the environment by providing
greater fuel savings and reducing
emissions,” said Bill Jackson,
Peterbilt general manager and
PACCAR vice-president.

“Our medium-duty hybrid vehi-
cles have been proven in testing
across North America to demon-
strate impressive fuel efficiency
improvements.”

Both models will come with 
the PACCAR PX-6 as the base
engine.

Also on the hybrid front,
Peterbilt announced it will enter
full production of its hybrid
Model 320 Hydraulic Launch
Assist (HLA) truck in the fourth
quarter of this year.

The hydraulic hybrid is well-
suited for vocational stop-and-go
applications such as refuse collec-
tion, company officials explained
at Mid-America.

Similar to the hybrid-electric
drive trucks, the hydraulic system
captures kinetic energy produced
during braking and then uses that
energy to help launch and acceler-
ate the truck. However, that ener-
gy is transferred hydraulically
rather than through the use of
batteries.

Peterbilt officials said the HLA
truck will not only save fuel, but
will extend brake re-alignment
service intervals by 50% per year.

“The Model 320 HLA is an ide-
al environmental option for re-

fuse applications,” Jackson said.
“Dramatic improvements in fuel
economy, reductions in emissions
and lower maintenance costs
spotlight the Peterbilt Model 320
Hydraulic Hybrid as the environ-
mentally-responsible, fuel-effi-
cient solution for municipal and
residential solid waste transporta-
tion fleets.”

The HLA vehicle can be oper-
ated in either “fuel economy” or
“performance” modes. When op-
erated in fuel economy mode, sav-
ings are achieved when the stored
energy is used to launch the vehi-
cle on its own.

In performance mode, the
stored energy is blended with
power generated by the diesel 
engine, which still allows 
for fuel savings, but also results 
in improved acceleration and 
performance.

Peterbilt also said it will be ex-
panding its natural gas offerings,
thanks to a partnership with
Canada’s Westport Innovations.
The two companies will develop a
natural gas version of Peterbilt’s
Model 386 highway truck for 
Wal-Mart.

“Our vehicles paired with natu-
ral gas utilization offer another 
viable option to our customers
seeking lower emission, fuel-effi-
cient vehicles,” Jackson said.

The new offering will compli-
ment Peterbilt’s current Model
320 LNG trucks, about 50 of
which are already deployed
throughout the US. ■■

GREENER PASTURES: Peterbilt’s Model 330 hybrid will go into full production
this summer, the company announced at the Mid-America Trucking Show.

Peterbilt expanding line of
hybrid and natural gas trucks

A NATURAL FIT: Peterbilt has
teamed up with Canada’s Westport
Innovations to develop a LNG version
of the Model 386.

trucknews.com

If you have a criminal record or U.S. immigration 
problems, we can help.

Glenn Matthews of Siskinds LLP is a licensed
U.S. lawyer with 14 years of experience in
U.S. immigration issues. We process U.S. waiver
applications, waiver appeals and other U.S.
immigration cases.

Trust your case to the experts. Reasonable fees.
Free consultation.

Glenn E. Matthews, B.A. J.D.
Licensed in Ontario and Illinois
Tel. 519-660-7854   Fax: 519-660-7855
glenn.matthews@siskinds.com

Open 6 Days 
a Week

MON.-FRI.: 8 AM-7 PM •  SAT.: 8 AM-3 PM

After hours call: 905-487-1209

905-487-1209 • 1-877-950-0099

110 Rutherford Rd. S., Bay #7, Brampton, ON L6W 3J5

WE SHIP ACROSS
ONTARIO

N

➝

4 HR. DRIVE-IN SERVICE
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Mack un-
veiled what one official is calling
“the most opulent truck ever of-
fered within the Mack product
line” at the Mid-America
Trucking Show.

The Mack Pinnacle Rawhide
edition features exterior styling
enhancements as well as im-
proved interior comfort, the com-
pany announced.

“The Rawhide Edition com-
bines classic styling with all the
technology benefits of the
Pinnacle model, and the next gen-
eration of luxury and comfort,”
said Jerry Warmkessel, Mack mar-
keting product manager for high-
way products. “This is definitely a
truck that will draw attention –
the Rawhide Edition is a highway
bulldog in all its shining glory. It
will be popular with fleets for
driver recruitment and retention,
as well as with discerning own-
er/operators.”

Mack officials said the new ver-
sion of its popular highway tractor
is another sign the company has

no plans to abandon the highway
market. The newest offering is
available in three cab configura-
tions: 60- and 70-inch mid-rise
sleepers as well as a day cab. The
truck has a set-forward front axle
which gives it a bold stance while

also maximizing payload,
Warmkessel explained.

Other features sure to be appre-
ciated by owner/operators are a
large “Texas-style” chrome
bumper, stainless steel cab and
sleeper skirts, forward-mounted

dual seven-inch stacks, a 13-inch
stainless steel sun visor and four
chrome air horns.

Inside, the Rawhide version of
the Mack Pinnacle features soft
button-tuck Ultraleather and two-
tone embroidered seats. A selec-
tion of classic colour combina-
tions are available, each of which
reflects a “wild west” theme. The
dash panel is brushed nickel and
the leather-grip steering wheel
features chromed spokes.

While it’s undoubtedly an own-
er/operator truck, Warmkessel
said some fleets have also ex-
pressed interested in purchasing
the Pinnacle Rawhide edition as a
reward truck for top-performing
drivers or as a driver retention
tool.

Mack also re-launched its Titan
heavy-haul tractor at the Mid-
American Trucking Show. The
truck was first unveiled at the
ConExpo construction show in
Las Vegas earlier in the  month. A
full report on the Titan can be
found on pg. 80. ■■

MID-AMERICA

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – The
California Air Resources Board
(CARB) has many in the trucking
industry concerned about strict
idle-reduction standards, which
took effect Jan. 1, 2008.

Webasto Product North
America announced at the Mid-
America Trucking Show, that it re-
ceived certification for several
products that meet or out-per-
form CARB’s latest require-
ments. The company considers
that its idle-reduction devices are
in the forefront, to be certified 
for CARB and its new ULEV II
(ultra low emission vehicle) 
for idling emissions reduction 
requirements.

Approved heaters include the
Webasto Air Top 2000 S and Air
Top 2000 ST compartment air
heaters and Thermo Top Z/C
(TSL 17) engine coolant pre-
heater.

“Webasto’s most popular air
heaters, sold as original equip-
ment by a number of OE heavy-
duty truck producers, as well as
through aftermarket channels,

surpassed all emissions categories
from CARB, and many measured
in a range well below LEV II reg-
ulated levels,” said Don Kanneth,
general manager of Webasto’s
commercial vehicle division.

“For example, in one category,
particulate matter (PM) output
was so low, that you could theo-
retically park 25 Class 8 trucks
outfitted with Webasto Thermo
Top heaters, next to each other,
and the combined emissions
would still meet the CARB re-
quirements for just one truck. We
had other emission categories that
tested even better.”

Specifically, the new CARB
ULEV II regulation requires that
all fuel-operated heaters must
meet the new rules for any Class
3-8 truck registered in California,
and those entering its state bor-
ders. The regulation also affects
other commercial vehicles: those
with a gross vehicle weight over
10,000 pounds.

Under CARB’s latest restric-
tions, no truck is allowed to idle
more than five minutes, in non-

traffic situations, in California.
A mandatory shutdown at the

five-minute mark is also required.
Because the main goal is to limit
engine idling during mandatory
rest-time for drivers, the new reg-
ulation expands beyond fuel-op-
erated heaters to auxiliary power

units, and any system which 
produces emissions during the
shutdown period.

All idle-reduction devices must
meet CARB’s exhaust gas limits on
nitrous oxide, particular matter,
carbon dioxide and other gases
that are damaging to air quality. ■■

Mack launches Rawhide version of Pinnacle highway tractor

HIGHWAY BULLDOG: Mack has dressed up its highway truck, the Pinnacle,
with a Rawhide version aimed at image-conscious fleets and owner/operators.

Webasto heating products certified by California Air Resources Board

CARB-COMPLIANT: Webasto says its cab heaters meet stringent emissions
standards laid out by CARB. In fact, the company says 25 of its units can be 
operated simultaneously without exceeding CARB’s emissions limits.

www.hal lmarkins .com

See us at Truck World, Booth 4404A for a ticket to our Hospitality Suite during the show 

or call Steve Thomas, Coordinator of Hallmark Insurance’s “Transit Authority”

1.800.492.4070 ext. 243,  sthomas@hallmarkins.com
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – With all the
flack truckers are getting about un-
necessary idling, wasted fuel, and
environmental harm, Espar has
come up with a new solution to
keep drivers warm while they are
taking a break from the job.

Espar Heating Systems’ “Baire
Necessity,” is a portable air heater,
which uses the company’s
Airtronic D2 system. The heating
unit is mounted on the window of
the passenger side of the cab, and
plugged into the vehicle’s cigarette
lighter. The independent fuel
source comes from a half-gallon
diesel tank that is attached to the
portable unit.

This air heater allows drivers to
stay warm without the permanent
installation of a bunk heater, and
without unnecessary idling. Drivers
can take this system with them as
they move from truck-to-truck at
freight terminals, or potentially
seek out the unit at a truck stop,
which could supply them to drivers
for temporary no-idle relief.

“This system offers some un-
heard of possibilities,” said John
Dennehy, Espar’s vice-president of
marketing and communications,
who noted that a truck driver could
use the portable heater for “one
week, one night, or one hour.”

Dennehy says that Espar has al-
ready received a great deal of inter-
est about its new portable heater,
from various industries. He antici-
pates the demand will grow, espe-

cially with environmental stan-
dards becoming increasingly rigid,
to deter idling. The company has
even had enquiries from recre-
ational vehicle owners, but he ex-
pects the trucking industry will ini-
tially have the greatest demand, in
particular freight yards and truck
stops. However, he’s not sure 
what type of growth will eventually
develop.

“Quite frankly, I don’t know
what our mix is going to be,” he
said, of an economical unit ex-
pected to cost between US$1,200
and $1,500. “The market is really
going to tell us what they want to
do with it.”

Espar also featured two other
new heating units at MATS: The
“Hybernator on-frame system,”
which connects directly to the
truck fuel system, and provides en-
gine-off heat to the cab, the engine
and the fuel system using the
CARB-approved Hydronic 5
heater, according to Espar. The
company states that this heater
provides heat continuously and cir-
culates engine coolant through the
engine’s coolant circuit. Thus, driv-
ers stay warm and safe and are also
assured of quick engine starts when
it’s time to get back on the road,
according to Dennehy.

The “Hybernator in-frame” sys-
tem is based on the on-frame sys-
tem, but enables the installation of
the unit between the frame rails,
without the drilling of frame com-

ponents. Espar states that this type
of installation dramatically increas-
es affordability, by reducing instal-
lation time and complexity. The
system still provides engine-off
heat to the cab, the engine and the
fuel system using the Espar
Hydronic coolant heater, with a
number of different operating
switches, to meet individual 
requirements.

Espar heaters are designed for
mobile applications such as truck,
bus, marine and automotive. The
systems utilize 12- or 24-volt bat-
tery systems and gasoline or diesel
as an on-board fuel. Espar air
heaters use forced air as a heating
medium, while the Espar coolant
heaters circulate the engine
coolant to transfer heat.Timers and
remote key chain starters are avail-
able, according to Espar, making it
possible to program pre-heating
for up to a week in advance, or re-
mote-start pre-heating a vehicle. ■■

Cummins APUs
CARB-compliant
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – The
Cummins ComfortGuard auxil-
iary power unit (APU) is now
California-compliant, the compa-
ny announced at the Mid-
America Trucking Show. The
California Air Resources Board
(CARB) requires diesel-fired cab
comfort solutions to have exhaust
aftertreatment systems such as a
diesel particulate filter (DPF).
The new rule kicked in Jan. 1.

Cummins said it has complied
with the requirement by offering
its ComfortGuard APU with ei-
ther a stand-alone DPF or an en-
gine installation kit that routes
the diesel exhaust gas through the
truck’s main DPF. Both options
will be in production by the end
of June, the company announced.

The exhaust adapter kit is de-
signed for use with 2007
Cummins ISX engines.

“Cummins is the only manufac-
turer with experience in the de-
sign and production of all the
components in an APU – diesel
engines, diesel exhaust aftertreat-
ment systems,alternators and con-
trols,” said Shawn Wasson, APU
business leader for Cummins.
“That experience is critical to de-
signing products that offer superi-
or performance, low maintenance
and cost-saving advantages for the
trucking industry.” ■■

Espar unveils three new cab heating products

BAIRE NECESSITY: Espar has a
new window-mounted cab heater.
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Bendix pre-
dicts increasing demand for stability
systems will allow the company to
double its sales this year alone.

Company officials said at the Mid-
America Trucking Show that they
expect to have 80,000 trucks
equipped with the Bendix ESP
Electronic Stability System on the
road by the end of 2008.That would
double the number currently oper-
ating with the system. The company
says it will once again double sales
by the end of the decade.

Fred Andersky,marketing manag-
er – electronics, with Bendix, said
7% of the 2007 truck build was
equipped with Bendix ESP. It comes
standard on Mack and Volvo (with
no delete credit) as well as
Kenworth and Peterbilt (with a
delete credit). It remains an option
on International trucks.

Andersky said 90% of highway
trucks can now be purchased with
ESP and there is continued growth
on the vocational side as well.

“Even during an industry down-
turn,we saw more and more interest
in the technology in 2007,” said
Kevin Romanchok, Bendix product
line director for electronics.

Bendix continues to emphasize
the differences between its ESP full-
stability system and other systems
on the market which the company
refers to as “roll-only” stability sys-
tems.The electronic stability system
offered by Bendix has increased ca-
pabilities, and it can help prevent
other loss-of-control situations be-
yond rollovers, explained Andersky.
It features additional sensors such as
a yaw and steer angle sensor, which
the company said helps to identify

potential incidents earlier and re-
spond sooner.

“The market is still having a prob-
lem understanding the difference
between full-stability and roll-stabil-
ity systems,” he said.

To help explain the differences,
the company is penning a white pa-
per on the subject, which will be re-
leased in late April.

“As the industry becomes more
interested in stability technology
and begins to recognize the value it
offers, we believe it’s important that
industry participants fully under-
stand their stability options,” said
Andersky.

Bendix is also honing its sights on
the trailer market and has devel-
oped new trailer stability systems.
Bendix TABS-6 Advanced and
TABS-6 Advanced MC (for trailers
with multiple axles) are both roll sta-
bility systems for trailers, aimed at
addressing a broad range of trailer
types and configurations, the compa-
ny announced at the Mid-America
Trucking Show.

Andersky said the TABS-6
Advanced product is the industry’s
first single-channel, tank-mountable
trailer roll stability system. The sin-
gle-channel solution covers about
90% of the trailer market,Andersky
explained. The remaining 10% of
the market can purchase the TABS-
6 Advanced MC system, which can
accommodate a range of configura-
tions from two sensor/two modula-
tor systems all the way to six-sen-
sor/three modulator systems, the
company explained.

Bendix said its trailer stability sys-
tems are priced competitively and
easy to install. ■■

MID-AMERICA

Interest in stability systems
continues to grow: Bendix

IN DEMAND: Bendix plans to double its ESP installations in 2008.
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Kenworth
announced several product up-
grades at the Mid-America
Trucking Show, amongst them a
series of new front and rear sus-
pensions for medium- and heavy-
duty models.

The proprietary Kenworth
AG130, AG210L and AG400L
were unveiled at this year’s show.
The AG130 is a front axle air
spring suspension, the AG400L is
a tandem rear suspension and the
AG210L is a single axle rear sus-
pension for medium-duty models.

Mike Dozier, chief engineer for
Kenworth, said each of the new
suspensions has its own benefits.
The AG130 provides better han-
dling and road feel, the AG400L
offers increased torque manage-
ment capabilities which makes it
ideal for air disc brakes, and the
AG210L offers improved per-
formance for Class 6 and 7 appli-
cations, he explained during a
press conference here.

The AG130 features a four-bag
air spring configuration, which is
two more air bags than most of-
ferings, Dozier pointed out.

“Four air bags help reduce road
inputs and vibration to provide
the best riding suspension we’ve
ever offered. Drivers will definite-
ly feel the difference,” Dozier
said. It is also about 20 lbs lighter
than other 12,000-lb.-rated front-
end suspensions and like the
AG400L, is well-suited for use
with air disc brakes.

Kenworth also showcased some
interior improvements to several
of its trucks, including the T2000.
Upgrades to this aerodynamic
model include the addition of the
Kenworth Driver Information
Center as well as new standard
multiplex instrumentation.

Company officials said the driv-
er info center will improve driver
productivity, by providing drivers
with real-time trip information
such as mpg, engine and idle
hours, idle percentage and opti-
mum RPM. It also features a
“sweet spot indicator” which al-
lows drivers to measure their own
performance in real-time.

“Fuel economy performance
has never been more important

with today’s high diesel prices,
and these features really can help
drivers maximize their potential
in getting the best fuel economy
possible,” said Kenworth’s

Dozier. “The Kenworth Driver
Information Center option for the
Kenworth T2000 provides a cost-
effective technology tool to help
enhance fuel economy perform-
ance and reduce operating costs.”

The new T2000 dash has been
redesigned to provide a more er-
gonomic and visually-appealing
layout.

Highlights of the new dash in-
clude a new speedometer and
tachometer cluster, featuring
large two-inch diameter gauges
with chrome bezels, an engine
hour meter, odometer, trip
odometer and outside tempera-
ture gauge.

The multiplex design allows for
easier serviceability, Dozier
added.

Beyond the T2000, Kenworth
also announced interior enhance-
ments on its other Class 8 and
medium-duty models. They in-
clude new finish trim accents for
cabs and sleepers. Also an-
nounced was a new seat insert ma-
terial called Marathon, which is
more stain-resistant than previous
materials, company officials
claimed.

“The high-quality, durable ma-
terial for Kenworth’s proprietary
seats, and attractive wood finish
trim accents for our cabs and
sleepers offer modern styling and
provide a quality environment for
customers,” said Gary Moore,
Kenworth assistant general man-
ager for marketing and sales. ■■

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Tuthill Drive
Systems has unveiled a new steer-
able hydraulic drive axle for
trucks that operate both on- and
off-highway.

The EZ Trac front wheel drive
system was introduced at the Mid-
America Trucking Show.Tuthill of-
ficials say the axle can be retrofit-
ted to existing vehicles or added on
new equipment.

It was designed to simplify in-

stallation (it can be installed in
one-third of the time usually re-
quired for mechanical axle instal-
lations) while offering improved
payload.

The company said formerly,
truck height had to be raised to ac-
commodate the add-on, which
raised the center of gravity of the
vehicle. Previous options were also
heavy, which lessened payload ca-
pabilities.

The EZ Trac, however, is de-
signed so it can be installed with-
out increasing the truck’s ride
height while also maintaining ex-
isting steering angles and suspen-
sion. Tuthill officials claimed the
EZ Trac also offers improved han-
dling by controlling the amount of
power that is brought to the front
wheels compared to mechanical
axles that control power to the
whole truck.

A cab-mounted switch allows the
driver to engage or disengage the
system “on the go,” allowing on-
highway vehicles to go off-road at
the flick of a switch.

Tuthill will be marketing its new
EZ Trac to Class 6-8 heavy-duty
operators in applications including:
utility; construction; mining; log-
ging; excavating; and agricultural.
For more information, visit
www.tuthill.com. ■■

Kenworth offers new suspensions, interior enhancements

BRING ON THE TORQUE: Kenworth’s AG400L suspension is designed to 
handle high levels of torque, making it ideal for air disc brakes.

MORE INFO: The Kenworth T2000
will now feature a Driver Information
Center to improve fuel efficiency.

Tuthill introduces new steerable hydraulic drive axle for on-/off-highway applications
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – A young com-
pany with a mandate to promote
fuel efficiency has launched a rear
drag reduction device, which is pur-
ported to increase fuel efficiency by
more than 5.1%, at 100 km/h, at the
Mid-America Trucking show.

ATDynamics has developed a col-
lapsible “trailer tail” extension that
not only offers drag reduction,which
should cut emissions and lessen fuel
costs,but is also designed to improve
vehicle safety by providing addition-
al stability and reduced spray at the
rear of the trailer, the company an-
nounced. It’s a concept that has al-
ready attracted one prominent part-
ner. Utility Trailer has entered into a
market distribution agreement with
ATDynamics, in a quest for econom-
ic and environmental benefits. It’s a
similar issue for many in the truck-
ing industry today, according to the
company’s CEO.

“Diesel prices are at record highs
and concern over global warming
will lead to even stricter emissions
standards,” said Andrew Smith. “At
this critical time, we are providing
long-haul fleets a trucker-touch
technology that can reduce fuel con-
sumption and pay for itself in less
than a year.”

The device is constructed of light-
weight, rugged panels, designed to

endure daily wear and driver abuse,
yet enable smooth opening and clos-
ing, according to the principals be-
hind ATDynamics.The tail collapses
from four feet to three inches in
length in less than eight seconds,and
is considered to be user-friendly.

“If a driver is comfortable on a
reefer trailer, they will have no 
problem opening this,” says Smith,
who notes that otherwise the tail 
offers no change in regular freight
operation.“It’s big, simple, and easy
to understand.”

While the trailer tail adds up to
five feet to the rear of the vehicle,
the new  device has been given an al-
lowance by the US Department of
Transportation, because it is “purely
for aerodynamic purposes,” says
Smith, who admits that similar al-
lowances in Canada have yet to be
approved.

“We are right now working with
the Canadian federal government,”
says Smith. “It is our goal to have
this all throughout North America
for obvious reasons.”

The trailer tail, which consists of
four flaps that connect like an open
box on the rear end of a trailer, is
made of “honeycombed” aluminum
and weighs about 250 lbs, which
works with side skirts for optimum
aerodynamic capability.The compa-

ny had the device tested by a third
party,where it also showed that at 68
mph the trailer tail yields potential
efficiency gains of greater than 6%.
Based on average long-haul trailer
mileage, ATDynamics believe that
its drag reduction device can deliver
more than a billion dollars in fuel
savings annually to the North
American trucking industry

“With the high cost of fuel, tech-

nology continues to examine how to
make trailers more aerodynamic, in
order to lighten the load and ease
fuel costs,” says engineering manag-
er, Chuck Horrell. ATDynamics is
an affiliate of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s SmartWay
Transport Partnership, a voluntary
program which accelerates the
trucking industry’s efforts to con-
serve fuel and reduce emissions. ■■

MID-AMERICA

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Western Star
has fine-tuned several of its trucks
and added some new options
which were shown for the first
time at the Mid-America Trucking
Show.

The company’s 4900 SA day cab
and sleeper cab models are now
available with a 1,875 sq.-in. cop-
per brass radiator, which Western
Star officials claim is now the
biggest radiator in the on-highway
industry.

The larger rad was introduced
to offer improved cooling in ex-
treme-duty applications such as
stationary pumping for oilfield
services.

T.J. Reed, product manager,
Western Star Trucks, showed the
new radiator to Truck News at the
show, and explained it can be
packaged into existing hood en-
velopes without grille or hood
modifications.

“The radiator’s copper brass
and bolted steel tank construction
results in an extremely durable
product with heavy-duty chassis
mountings,” he said. “The massive
and efficient cooling package al-
lows for maximum peak perform-
ance of 625 hp and 2,050 lb.-ft. of
torque.”

Beginning in the fourth quarter
of this year, Western Star cus-
tomers will be able to spec’ their
trucks with air disc brakes. The
disc brakes will accommodate
GCWs of up to 120,000 lbs,
Reed said.

The disc brakes will be wel-
comed by heavy-haulers and pre-
mium on-highway fleets, the 
company announced.

The latest generation disc
brakes are gaining in popularity
because they offer improved stop-
ping performance and require less
maintenance.

Western Star has also upgraded
its LowMax tractor. The LowMax
can be ordered as either a day cab
or with a sleeper.

Updates include an improved
cooling package consisting of a
1,625 sq.-in. aluminum radiator
and improved fan technology for
better cooling.

The updated LowMax also han-
dles better thanks to improve-
ments to the front suspension and
steering system, explained Reed.
The distinctive LowMax is highly-
customizable, and features dual
chrome six-inch stacks as well as
other chrome and stainless steel
accessories.

The company has also intro-
duced a new Holland aluminum
fifth wheel top plate which re-
duces weight by 100 lbs.

Holland officials say the new
top plate is the lightest in the in-
dustry and does not require greas-

ing. Holland has also integrated
its Holland Hitch Sliding wheel
with its Low-Weight Slider sys-
tem, saving an additional 85 lbs.
The new Holland offerings are
available immediately for order
on Western Star’s on-highway
tractors. ■■

Trailer tail promises to improve fuel mileage by 5.1%

WHAT A DRAG: Despite the potential for significant fuel savings, trailer tails such
as this one introduced at Mid-America are not yet legal in Canada.

Western Star announces new options, product upgrades at Mid-America Trucking Show

TOTALLY RAD: Western Star trucks
now come with a larger radiator for
improved cooling.
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• Mechanical, Electrical and Electronic Repairs

www.pksthermodiesel.ca    sales@pksthermodiesel.ca   fax: 905-949-2801
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“See you at Truck World”
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – There was a
heavy emphasis on the environment
at this year’s Mid-America Trucking
Show, a topic that dominated
Kenworth’s annual press conference
at the show.

Among its environmental initia-
tives was the expanded launch of
Kenworth’s Clean Power cab com-
fort system. The battery-based sys-
tem is now available on W900 and
T800 truck models with 72-inch
sleepers, company officials an-
nounced at the show.The system of-
fers about an 8% fuel savings,
Kenworth claimed, since it allows
for heating, cooling and hotel load
power without idling. The system
boasts zero-emissions and is CARB-
compliant.

“Kenworth Clean Power system
offers a much lower life-cycle cost
compared to a typical auxiliary pow-
er unit over a four-year period,” said
Kenworth’s Gary Moore.“The typi-
cal APU’s cost includes aftermarket
installation, emissions compliance
equipment for operation in
California, and fuel consumption
that is significantly higher. As a re-
sult, the Kenworth Clean Power cus-
tomer can receive a payback in a lit-
tle over a year, compared to more
than two years for an APU user. It’s
definitely important to thoroughly
explore the life-cycle cost equation
before making a decision.”

Kenworth also announced it will
be in full production of its medium-
duty hybrid trucks by this summer.
The company’s T270 Class 6 truck
and its T370 Class 7 offering will
both be available as hybrid-drive ve-
hicles. Both will be built at

Kenworth’s Ste.Therese, Que. plant.
Officials at the Mid-America

Trucking Show claimed the hybrid
versions of these trucks will offer a
30% fuel economy improvement in
pickup-and-delivery applications
and about a 50% savings in utility
operations. The base engine will be
the PACCAR PX-6 and each vehi-
cle will feature Eaton’s hybrid-elec-
tric system.

Kenworth general manager and
PACCAR vice-president Bob
Christensen also addressed the com-
pany’s environmental initiatives at
the show.

“High diesel fuel prices and new
environmental rules will drive 
innovative new technologies in the
commercial vehicle market,”
Christensen said. “Kenworth is rec-
ognized as a technology leader and
we are introducing practical solu-
tions for these market realities.”

In addition to hybrids and anti-
idling solutions,Kenworth is also ac-
tively developing trucks that run off
alternative fuels such as liquefied
natural gas (LNG).

Several of these T800 LNG trucks
are already in service at ports in
California. The company utilizes
Canadian firm Westport
Innovation’s LNG fuel system as
well as a Cummins base engine. Full
production of the LNG-powered
T800 will commence in 2009,
Kenworth announced.

Mike Dozier, chief engineer for
Kenworth, said the company’s LNG
trucks will reduce NOx by 33% and
greenhouse gases by 20%. He also
noted natural gas costs significantly
less than diesel. ■■

Kinedyne celebrates 40th anniversary 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Kinedyne marked its 40th year in the industry at
this year’s Mid-America Trucking Show.

“Four decades is a long time to keep growing, to keep improving,” said
Jim Calico, vice-president of sales and marketing with Kinedyne.“I view
our history of achievement as a direct reflection on the outstanding qual-
ity of the entire Kinedyne team.”

The cargo control company made its debut in 1968 as the brainchild of
Jim Klausmann. Since then it has evolved and widened its product line.
Highlighted at the Mid-America Trucking Show this year were:
Kinedyne’s Kaptive Beam Decking System and Rhino Web.

The Kaptive Beam Decking System is made of high-strength alu-
minum alloy track material, captive decking beams and a selection of op-
tions which provide cargo securement in van trailers. Rhino Web is a
strap material which the company says offers better abrasion resistance
and 30% more tensile strength than standard straps. ■■

Kenworth highlights green initiatives

MOVING AHEAD WITH LNG: Kenworth offers a liquid natural gas (LNG) version
of its T800. The company says LNG is cheaper, and cleaner, than diesel.

trucknews.com

MICHAEL HAMMOND
2508-U

CHILD FIND 1-800-387-7962

D.O.B.:  Jan. 21, 1975 

When Last seen:

Height:  5'10"

Weight:  155 lbs.

Eye Colour:  Blue

Hair Colour:  Light Brown

Missing Since: November 4, 1991  From: Richmond, British Columbia, Canada

Anyone with information please contact: All Calls Confidential – No Name Required

MISSING
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – A new front
suspension, wider availability of
ComfortClass and enhancements
to the company’s medium-duty
truck dashes are highlights of
Peterbilt’s press conference held
at this year’s Mid-America
Trucking Show.

The company will begin offer-
ing a new front air leaf suspen-
sion, which Peterbilt officials
claim will deliver improvements
in ride and overall service mainte-
nance. The new suspension will be
available on Peterbilt Models 384,
386, 388 and 389 beginning this
fall.

The upgraded suspension has a
lower spring rate for improved
isolation of road inputs, providing
a 20% improvement in ride while
also maintaining the roll stiffness
and handling performance of a ta-
perleaf suspension, explained

Landon Sproull, chief engineer
for Peterbilt. The reduction of
road inputs into the cab will not
only improve the ride for the driv-
er, but also components which
may last longer as a result of the

improved smoothness, the compa-
ny said.

Peterbilt also announced avail-
ability of its battery-based cab
comfort system, ComfortClass,
will be expanded to include 

63-inch sleeper configurations 
beginning in June. Currently,
ComfortClass is available only in
Peterbilt’s Class 8 trucks with 
70-inch sleepers.

ComfortClass provides idle-
free heating, cooling and hotel
load power for up to 10 hours, sav-
ing customers as much as 8% in
overall fuel economy. The system
is compliant with stringent emis-
sions standards in California and
can be plugged into shore power
when it’s available. In cold cli-
mates, a small diesel-fired heater
is used to keep the bunk warm.

“It provides climate control
performance as effectively as tra-
ditional systems, but uses much
less energy to do so,” explained
Sproull.

Peterbilt’s medium-duty lineup
was not ignored when the compa-
ny was upgrading its vehicles. The
truck maker’s entire line of medi-
um-duty conventional trucks will
be equipped with a new dash that
features an enhanced ergonomic
instrumentation layout and the
ability to equip the vehicle with
Peterbilt’s navigation system.

The new dash will be available
in July. It will also feature an 
enhanced side window defrost
system and new dash panel
colours, company officials have
announced.

“Peterbilt is bringing a new lev-
el of class to its medium-duty con-
ventional line with our dash
facelift,” explained Sproull. “The
integration of the Peterbilt
Navigation System may enable
medium-duty customers to save
thousands of dollars in reducing
out-of-route miles.”

On the manufacturing side,
Peterbilt announced it is employ-
ing the use of a new chassis robot-
ic paint system which provides 
improved coverage and finish.
The system is already in operation
at Peterbilt’s Denton, Texas truck
plant where it is used on Pete’s
entire line of Class 8 trucks. ■■

MID-AMERICA

Peterbilt announces upgrades across entire product line

Hankook Tire says
R&D paying off
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Hankook
Tire announced its emphasis on
research and development is
paying off, with the company
reaching US$3.4 billion in global
sales in 2007.

The company says this ce-
ments its place as the fastest-
growing tire manufacturer in the
world. Sales in North America
increased more than 9.5% in
2007 compared to the prior year.
Hankook officials say the 
company commits about 5% of
its revenue to research and 
development.

“Despite a challenging year
for the industry as a whole, im-
proving the quality and reputa-
tion of our products has allowed
us to build margins without ad-
versely affecting our sales
growth in both new and estab-
lished markets,” said Hankook
CEO, Seung Hwa Suh. ■■

WIDER AVAILABILITY: Comfort Class, a no-idle cab comfort system from
Peterbilt will now be offered on Peterbilt trucks with 63-inch sleepers.

Event: Hosted by Natural Resources Canada’s ecoENERGY for Fleets (FleetSmart) and the US Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) SmartWay Transport Partnership.

Purpose: Same Roads – New Challenges -  This forum will provide an opportunity for transportation 
industry professionals to explore and discover practical solutions to today’s challenge to go GREEN; 
managing the issue of energy efficiency in today’s on-road fleets.

The Forum Program: Focusing on the Return on Investment; developing education, training, and technologies for success
in a GREEN world.  
Day 1: Focus will be on calculating the return on investment in corporate operations, driver training
and technologies.  
Day 2: Focus will be on building a GREEN plan, overcoming barriers, and managing, measuring and
encouraging success. Industry experts will share their stories and show delegates how to do their
own calculations.

Target Audience: This forum is critical to Fleet Executives and Managers, Supervisors, Driver Trainers, Labour
Representatives, Training Schools, Carriers and Shippers, Government Officials and consultants
serving the on-road transportation industry. This is a fantastic opportunity for the trucking, bus,
transit, municipal, utility and urban fleet employees to network.

Where: Westin Bristol Place Hotel,
950 Dixon Rd., Toronto, Ontario,
M9W 5N4 
Tel:  (416) 675-9444 or 1-800-837-5184
Room Rates:  $155.00  Reference: FleetSmart Forum  

When: September 30, 2008 (Registration only)
October 1 & 2, 2008.  

Registration: Delegate fees (All prices quoted are Cdn. + GST):
Early bird special $525.00 per person for registrations prior to August 29th
All sessions thereafter $595.00  
Single day purchases are also available at $325.00 

Details and registration forms are available by contacting Leah Quelch:
Email: leah.quelch@antian.ca
Phone: 613-233-6464
Toll free: 1-888-758-1122
Web: Antian.ca

Our Partners: The Canadian Trucking Alliance, The Canadian Urban Transit Association, The Motor Carrier
Passenger Council of Canada, The Canadian Trucking Human Resources Council, Motor Coach
Canada, FP Solutions Inc and the U.S. EPA’s SmartWay Transport Partnership. 

SAME ROADS – NEW CHALLENGES
October 1 & 2, 2008 

Westin Bristol Place Hotel, 950 Dixon Rd., Toronto, ON

SAME ROADS – NEW CHALLENGES
October 1 & 2, 2008 

Westin Bristol Place Hotel, 950 Dixon Rd., Toronto, ON
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Freightliner
introduced a new version of the
Cascadia at the Mid-America
Trucking Show, which features a 72-
inch sleeper.

The Cascadia 72-inch XT is aimed
at the flatbed and tanker markets.
The newest version of Freightliner’s
flagship highway tractor boasts a
stand-up sleeper with 78 inches be-
tween the base of the bunk and the
ceiling. Customers can choose be-
tween a second bunk or storage cab-
inets along the back wall of the cab.

The new version of the Cascadia is
available for order immediately, the
company announced. It plans to 
introduce additional sleeper options
throughout the remainder of the
year, including: 60-inch raised 
roof; 60-inch XT; and 48-inch XT
variations.

Freightliner also announced at the
show that its Cascadia has been cer-
tified by the US EPA SmartWay

program. The Cascadia joins the
Columbia and Century Class S/T as
SmartWay-certified offerings from
Freightliner.

Smartway-certified trucks are 10-
20% more fuel efficient and up to
90% cleaner than other trucks in the
market. To qualify, trucks must in-
clude: an EPA07 engine; fuel tank
fairings; an integrated roof fairing;
tractor-mounted cab side extenders;
aerodynamic mirrors and bumper;
an approved anti-idling solution;
and low rolling-resistance tires.
Customers can now order a
Smartway-approved truck from
Freightliner and not have to worry
about upfitting the various required
components.

Air disc brakes are now a factory-
installed option on Freightliner’s
Cascadia, Columbia, Coronado and
Century Class S/T Class 8 tractors.
The Bendix ADB22X-V air disc
brake is designed for 22.5-inch

wheels and is approved for all on-
highway applications, Freightliner
officials announced at the Mid-
America Trucking Show. They can
be spec’d on all drive axles offered
by Freightliner but only with Axle
Alliance Corp. steer axles.

Disc brakes are gaining popularity
as they provide better stopping per-
formance, less brake fade and less

maintenance than traditional drum
brakes.

“The air disc brakes are a better
choice because stop time is im-
proved and easier and faster brake
maintenance allows for less down-
time, impacting the bottom line for
owner and driver,” said Melissa
Kellogg,director of product market-
ing for Freightliner. Disc brakes will
be a factory-installed option begin-
ning in June, the company said.

Freightliner also announced the
availability of more factory-installed
options for its Class 8 models. The
Meritor WABCO Electronic
Stability Control (ESC) system will
be available this spring.Eaton’s VO-
RAD collision warning system will
also be available as a factory option,
beginning this spring.

“Each of the new options avail-
able for our Class 8 vehicles en-
hances efficiency and safety,” said
Kellogg. ■■

Freightliner introduces new version of Cascadia, more options for Class 8 trucks

EXPANDING FAMILY: The Freightliner
Cascadia family has grown to include
a 72-inch XT model.

Cobra previews
Bluetooth CB radio
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Interest was
high at the Cobra Electronics booth
at the Mid-America Trucking Show.
However, the new product that was
causing such a stir, a CB radio with
Bluetooth wireless technology, is not
available until July. The 29 LTD BT
with Bluetooth technology, allows
drivers to have phone conversations
on the road, because calls from a
mobile phone are synched with the
CB radio.

“We are thrilled to offer the first
CB radio with Bluetooth technolo-
gy,which will help drivers communi-
cate more safely and conveniently,”
said Tony Mirabelli, senior vice-
president of sales and marketing for
Cobra. A noise canceling micro-
phone allows calls to be heard loud
and clear, even over a noisy engine,
states Cobra product manager,
Ramon Sandoval,who was manning
the MATS booth. Incoming audio is
routed through the radio’s five-watt
CB speaker, making it easy for the
driver to hear the caller, he adds.

“That’s the biggest thing that peo-
ple like, besides the hands-free (ca-
pability),” he said. “The truck is a
noisy environment.”

The Bluetooth feature also gives
drivers the ability to answer and ter-
minate calls by pushing one button
on the CB microphone, allowing
drivers to stay focused on the road.
The new auto redial feature also al-
lows for one-touch redialing of the
last phone number called.

Otherwise, the 29 LTD offers
Cobra’s CB radio standards, such as
instant access to emergency
Channel 9, and tactile controls to al-
low the driver to feel where the dial
is in its rotation, without taking their
eyes off the road. As well, the new
unit offers: four-watt AM RF power
output; talk-back controls to adjust
the desired amount of modulation
talk-back that is present at the
speaker; “Delta Tune” to clarify in-
coming signals; and adjustable
“Dynamike” boost, which increases
the microphone’s sensitivity for in-
creased voice clarity.

The 29 LTD BT is expected to re-
tail for $189.95, in both the US and
Canada. ■■
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Despite a
slowing US economy and incon-
sistent freight volumes south of
the border, Cummins said it en-
joyed its best year ever in 2007
and is poised to continue its
growth in the coming years.

Jim Kelly, vice-president of
Cummins and president of the
company’s engine business, said
Cummins will continue to diversi-
fy in an attempt to “dampen the
cyclicality” of the industry.

While engine sales have stalled
in North America, Kelly said the
company is enjoying increased
sales in other parts of the world,
most notably Brazil.

“Our business outside of North
America continues to grow at a
very brisk rate,” Kelly said during
a press conference at the Mid-
America Trucking Show.

He said Cummins wrapped up
2007 holding 38% of heavy-duty
market share in North America,
and initial figures indicate that
has increased to 44% in January,
2008. Cummins now enjoys a 45%
market share on the mid-range
side of the business, he added.

“We feel pretty good about
those numbers,” Kelly said. “The
customers are voting with their
wallets.”

He noted Cummins had only
27% of heavy-duty market share
prior to the launch of its EPA07
engine line.

Jeff Jones, president, sales and
market communications with
Cummins, said the company has
increased market share with each
of the OEMs that offer its 
engines.

It has also made headway with
“the elusive owner/operator mar-
ket,” he said.

Cummins now has 42,000
EPA07 engines operating in the
real world, many nearing 100,000
miles. Jones said “they are per-
forming as we promised.”

He said the engines are achiev-
ing fuel economy better than or
equal to Cummins previous gen-
eration engines and that there
have been very few warranty
claims.

As a testament to the engines’

real-world performance, Jones
said the top 100 North American
fleets are operating close to 50%
Cummins power.

As for 2010, Kelly reaffirmed
Cummins position that it can
meet EPA2010 emissions stan-
dards for heavy-duty engines
without the use of exhaust 
aftertreatment.

However, Cummins will employ
Selective Catalytic Reduction
(SCR) on its mid-range engines.
On the heavy-duty side,
International has joined Cummins
in electing for in-cylinder EGR
solutions to meet 2010 emissions
standards while Daimler and
Volvo have opted for SCR.

Kelly would not predict which
technology will ultimately win out
in 2010.

He said Cummins is “not going
to be part of that debate, because
we have a foot in each camp.”
However, he stressed offering one
solution for heavy-duty customers
and another for mid-range users
“Is not because we’re hedging our
bet. It’s because we’re offering the
best fit for each application.”

Cummins feels SCR is practical
for medium-duty applications
where a truck typically returns
home daily.

Urea supply issues may affect
long-distance carriers, however,
which is one reason why Cummins
opted against SCR for its heavy-
duty engines.

The company has already start-
ed developing its 2010 engines
and plans to begin customer field
testing in May. ■■

MID-AMERICA

Cummins makes headway in
North American engine market

07 A GOOD YEAR?: Cummins officials
said despite a downturn in the North
American engine market, the company
is continuing growth here and in 
global markets.
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Thermo King
has introduced new options for its
trailer refrigeration units (TRUs),
including an electric standby 
option and an environmental 
management system.

Thermo King’s new SmartPower
system lets customers operate the
reefer on electric power, significant-
ly reducing fuel consumption. Craig
Fisher, director of marketing for
Thermo King, announced the avail-
ability of the new system at the 
Mid-America Trucking Show,where
he also claimed it is three times
more efficient than running the
reefer off the diesel engine alone.

About 80% of reefers in Europe
have an electric standby option,
and Thermo King officials expect
the concept to gain in popularity on
this side of the pond as well.

The reefer switches to electric
mode when a power cord is con-
nected and the standby unit is
switched on. It automatically re-
turns to diesel power mode when
there’s a power interruption, the
company explained.

“North American customer 
interest has been very high in the
SmartPower electric standby 
option, due to all of the new envi-

ronmental legislation across the
country,” said Jerry Duppler, trail-
er product manager with Thermo
King.

The company also announced
several other enhancements to its
reefer line at the show, including a
new environmental management
system. When placed inside a re-
frigerated trailer, the system kills
any bacteria which could lead to
product spoilage. The system is de-
veloped by Thermo King’s parent
company, Ingersoll Rand, and can
also be used inside warehouses and
distribution centers.

Also discussed at the show was
Thermo King’s OptiSet + system
which allows a driver to easily 
select the ideal refrigeration tem-
perature for virtually any product.
So far, nearly 500 items have been
added to the database. A driver
simply selects the commodity he or
she is hauling from the menu and
the reefer temperature will be 
set to the best temperature for 
that particular product, Fisher 
explained.

“There are things in (the data-
base) I haven’t even heard of, but
our customers haul them,” Fisher
said. ■■

Navistar launches custom parts line for LoneStar
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Customers of International’s new LoneStar high-
way tractor can now customize their truck by purchasing accessories
from a new parts line exclusively for LoneStar owners.

Navistar announced the availability of its new DoubleSix Customs
parts line at the Mid-America Trucking Show. Initially, the collection will
include 40 interior and exterior parts, but company officials said the line
will be expanded to provide more options. Included in the initial offer-
ings are sun visors, light bars and panels, exhaust, shifter accessories and
door handles.

“Today’s professional drivers take great pride in their trucks and 
customization is extremely important,” said Rommel Miranda, vice-
president, sales and marketing, Navistar Parts. “Customers want to 
portray a professional image as well as make a statement about them-
selves and their truck.”

The new custom parts line is named after the infamous Route 66.
“On Route 66, there was no doubt who owned the road,” pointed out

Miranda.
The custom parts will be offered through International’s dealer 

network beginning in the fall. The LoneStar was first introduced at the
Chicago Auto Show last month and was re-launched at the Mid-America
Trucking Show. Company officials say that in addition to its bold new
look, customers also will appreciate the ability to customize the truck by
fitting it with stylish add-on components. ■■

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Vanguard
National Trailer displayed a vari-
ety of new products at the Mid-
America Trucking Show, including
improvements to technological
access. Vanguard has designed an
electronic user manual, via the
use of a microchip and a USB
port, information which can be ac-
cessed with a laptop. The compa-
ny indicates that existing or ex-
panded memory would allow for
easy retrieval of information per-
taining to a variety of require-
ments, including a trailer manual,
customer information, or other
data pertaining to maintenance.

“Plug in the USB, and (the 
driver) gains information about
the trailer,” said Bob Taylor,
Vanguard’s director of trailer
sales.

Vanguard has also developed
new sidewalls that are fastened
with a strong adhesive, instead of
using rivets. This manufacturing
process is intended to provide 
additional sidewall strength, while
eliminating potential rust and 
corrosion points.

“There is no riveting, and as-
sembling is easy,” said Taylor.

As well, the commercial trailer
company has developed a “pul-
truded” composite floor, that is not
only lighter in weight, but more
moisture-resistant, which Vanguard
says will offer an extended life-
cycle. The company states that this
type of flooring could take up to
700 lbs of weight off of a 53-foot
trailer, without negatively impact-
ing trailer integrity.

“Also, like the sidewalls, there
are no fasteners, and no screws
going down,” said Taylor.

“It’s a nice, clean floor. It will
not rot. It doesn’t take moisture
from water.”

Vanguard has also expanded its

product line to include pup trail-
ers and converter dollies, both
featuring extensive galvanized
components. The dolly features a
frame that has been: galvanized
for maximum protection against
corrosion; made from a single
piece beam; and built modularly
to allow easy replacement of com-
ponents. The dolly is counterbal-
anced for effortless maneuvering;
has a fifth wheel with bolted con-
struction for easy maintenance;
and is open for easy access to air
system and ABS.

The 28-foot trailer features: gal-
vanized components; a 100-inch
interior width, 110-inch height,
optional racking to increase load
capacity; 1 3/8” laminated oak
flooring; with sheet and post, or
composite sidewalls.

“The galvanized components on
our products reduce corrosion,
minimize maintenance and ex-
tend trailer life,” states Taylor.
“It’s all about how we can save
our customers these critical pen-
nies-per-mile. We listened to the
needs of our customers and have
developed quality options that
meet those needs.” ■■

New options for Thermo King reefers

Vanguard showcases upgrades at MATS

BETTER BUILD: Improvements in
manufacturing have helped strength-
en Vanguard’s trailers, the company
says.

trucknews.com
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – At this
year’s Mid-America Trucking
show, Grote announced several
additions to its LED product line,
including a new LED work lamp.

The Per-Lux LED WhiteLight
work lamp has many benefits ac-
cording to Grote: the light pattern
is brighter; it offers colour more
closely resembling natural sun-
light; and the new lamp features
more effective coverage of a de-
sired illuminated area, with multi-
ple beam options.

As a result of these features, the
lamp is considered to be safer, and
offers a more optimal work envi-
ronment, even in off-road driving
conditions.

“This is a first for the Per-Lux
brand,” said Mike Grote, the busi-
ness development manager for
forward lighting at Grote. “Per-
Lux is a legendary brand that,
until now, only offered lamps in
high-powered halogen and incan-
descent versions.”

The LED WhiteLight work
lamp has lower power consump-
tion, according to Grote, with less
than an amp of power needed to
operate the lamp.

The instant-on nature of its
LEDs is also considered to be
more energy-efficient than halo-
gen lamps.

The new LED work lamp has a
glass lens with a chemical and cor-
rosion-resistant, and heavy-gauge

stainless steel housing, which has
made the product prominent with
the transportation market, ac-
cording to Grote.

The vehicle lighting company
also introduced a new SuperNova
LED single-diode back-up lamp,
which features Grote’s LED
WhiteLight technology. Steve
Green, the business development
manager for signal lighting, said
the product was developed with
high output LEDs.

“The advancement in Grote’s
LED WhiteLight technology and
its related surface mount elec-
tronics production systems, have
migrated to our SuperNova signal
lighting line,” Green said.

The lamps feature standard
Grote male pin and hard-shell ter-
minations, which are fully encap-
sulated in patented specially-for-
mulated potting, which is
intended to provide thermal pro-
tection as well as corrosion, shock
and moisture resistance.

Another addition to the
SuperNova line, is the 4” round
and 6” oval LED stop, tail and
turn lamp.

With Grote’s male pin or hard-
shell terminations, these lamps
are considered ideal for fleets that
want to upgrade from incandes-
cent lights to LEDs, according to
Green.

“It’s a more cost-effective 
option than has ever been avail-

able before.”
In this same announcement,

Grote is featuring new additions
to its “hi count” LED product
line, with what the company con-
siders “ultra-stylish” clear lens
lamps.

With the addition of clear lens
red and yellow products, a full
portfolio of lighting options is
now available, according to the
lighting company.

The new lamps include: clear
lens hi count LED round and oval
stop, tail, turn lamps; clear lens hi
count LED square corner lamps;
and clear lens hi count LED 2”,
2.5” and rectangular market
lamps.

Grote’s new lamps meet all
FMVSS 108 and SAE require-
ments for visibility and safety. ■■

Chemical supplier
ready to provide urea
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – The world’s
largest chemical distributor has
announced that it will be provid-
ing urea to the North American
trucking industry in time for the
EPA2010 emissions standards.

Brenntag, which claims to be
the largest distributor of automo-
tive-grade urea in the world, said
it will be ready to meet the truck-
ing industry’s demands by 2010.
Urea will be required by truck
fleets and O/Os who opt for
Selective Catalytic Reduction
(SCR) in 2010. That’s the tech-
nology that Volvo Group and
Daimler have announced they
will adopt in order to comply with
the next round of EPA emissions
requirements. Cummins will use
SCR on its mid-range engines.

In response, Brenntag has
launched a program called “Urea
2010” which the company says
will ensure there are adequate
supplies of urea for OEMs and
fleet operators throughout the
US and Canada. The company
announced it will focus on the
“fast and reliable delivery” of
urea,offering partial and full tank
deliveries for fleets and suppliers.
As 2010 draws nearer, the compa-
ny is planning to finalize distribu-
tion deals through truck stops.
More information is available at
www.brenntagnorthamerica.com. ■■

MID-AMERICA

Grote introduces four new LED product lines

BRIGHT IDEAS: Grote announced
new additions to its product line at
the Mid-America Trucking Show.
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – When a US
trucking fleet required a larger nose-
box for its trailers’ expanding elec-
tronic requirements, Phillips set out
to develop a larger and more
durable compartment.

That new product is referred to as
the “i-Box,” – what Phillips indicates
is a durable, non-corrosive housing
which can withstand harsh weather
conditions, and is much larger than
previous boxes.

“The new Phillips i-Box, short for
‘intelligent nosebox,’ offers 35%
more interior working room than
standard noseboxes,” says the com-
pany’s director of sales, Bill Phillips,
who was demonstrating the nosebox
at the Mid-America Trucking show.

Phillips’ new design came about
because the modern trailer has be-
come more electronically complex,
according to the director of sales,
and must accommodate extra wiring
for additional electronic systems
such as ABS, trailer tracking, and
weigh-in-motion systems. Ample
space for existing and future connec-

tions reduces the potential for
pinched wires and connections that
can become unconnected,according
to Phillips.

“When designing the i-Box, we
were interested in solving more than
just the problem at hand,” said
Phillips. “We also looked to the fu-
ture to see what we could integrate
into this new ‘intelligent box.’ We
made room for our award-winning
Permalogic trailer dome lamp con-
troller. This all-electronic controller
ensures the trailer dome lamps will
be turned off by simply stepping on
the brake pedal. In addition, we of-
fer integrated USB ports to house
important trailer documents such as
schematics, registration information
and maintenance records.”

The hinged door rotates 180-de-
grees to give plenty of access to the
terminations inside, added Phillips,
who noted that one of the most im-
portant features is the standard
quick-connect socket integrated into
all i-Boxes. “Let’s face it: even the
best connection can corrode over

time. When it does, the quick-con-
nect socket,or QCS,can be replaced
with a quick couple of turns of a
ratchet.”

The Phillips i-Box is designed for
dry vans, reefer trailers and doubles.
It will be available through OEMs as
a fleet spec’ as well as a retrofit.
Phillips offered two examples of the
i-Box at MATS: one was a standard
i-Box with the basics, which is used
onVanguard trailers (also on display
at the show). The other version of
the i-Box displayed,was loaded with
Phillips PERMALOGIC trailer
dome lamp controller, which also 
includes a USB flash memory. ■■

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Ten years 
after diversified industrial manu-
facturer Eaton Corporation and
Dana Holding Corporation creat-
ed the original Roadranger mar-
keting organization, the two 
companies have agreed to renew
this initiative for an additional
five years. The announcement 
was made at the Mid-America
Trucking Show.

The Roadranger agreement
gives truck buyers the option to
select Eaton and Dana products
as a complete system for single-
source specification, service and
support for those products.

About 200 different compo-
nents are available through the
Roadranger organization, all of
which are supported by a network
of more than 180 sales and service
representatives from Roadranger

Field Marketing.
“About 10 years ago, we 

announced an unprecedented al-
liance of former industry rivals,
accompanied by an exchange of
businesses designed to make each
company stronger and more valu-
able to its customers,” said David
Renz, vice-president of sales and
marketing, with Eaton.

“I’m happy to report that a
decade later, the reasons we
agreed to work together in the
first place, are still valid today.”

Frank Sheehan, senior vice-
president of global sales, market-
ing, and planning for Dana, indi-
cated that the agreement has
become a marketing collabora-
tion that works well, on many
levels.

“Based on the feedback that we
have received from our cus-

tomers, the Roadranger approach
has been a success.

“We’ve continued to work to-
gether to provide increasing levels
of customer value and satisfac-
tion, by virtually integrating our
drive train systems, and other
products into a solution that is
clearly more than the sum of its
parts.”

In addition to its primary com-
ponent offerings of Fuller trans-
missions and clutches, Spicer axles
and driveshafts, and Bendix
brakes, the two companies also
provide the commercial trucking
industry with: Eaton’s hybrid
power systems; Dana tire pressure
management systems; Eaton’s
fleet resource manager; VORAD
collision warning systems; and
Roadranger synthetic drivetrain
lubricants. ■■

Eaton, Dana renew Roadranger marketing deal

Phillips introduces more durable nosebox
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NEW 2008 VOLVO VNL 670
VOLVO D13 – 485 H.P., VOLVO I-SHIFT AUTO TRANS.,
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AXLES, 3.70, 236" WB, (2) 150 GAL. TANKS, WORK STATION.
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I-SHIFT!

VOLVO
I-SHIFT!
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Bendix Spicer
Foundation Brake officials an-
nounced at the Mid-America
Trucking Show that they are confi-
dent the long-awaited NHTSA
stopping distance requirements will
be released in September, and that
the company is ready to comply.

Kishor Pendse, president of
Bendix Spicer Foundation Brake,
said “I’m still optimistic it will
happen in September. If not, I’m
very concerned because it will
most likely get delayed significant-
ly (due to the US election).”

Bendix Spicer has been prepar-
ing for the new regulations, which
will require tractor-trailer units to
stop in a 20-30% shorter distance.
So far, Pendse says the company
feels a combination of disc and
drum brakes will be the best solu-
tion.

“Overall, our recommendation

is for disc brakes on the front and
drums on the rear axles – we 
believe this to be the most eco-
nomical solution,” he said, adding
“We’re committed to all solu-
tions.”

The company plans to introduce
new, high-performance versions of

its current foundation drum brake
products for both steer and drive
axles.The new products have been
in the works for nearly four years,
the company announced. Field
testing is currently underway and
the new brakes are expected to be
ready in 2010 when the new stop-
ping distance requirements are ex-
pected to take effect. NHTSA is
not expected to mandate the use
of any specific product.

“When it comes to choosing
foundation brakes that will give
their vehicles the performance
needed to comply with the new re-
quirements, vehicle manufacturers
and fleets will have the freedom to
make decisions based on their
own needs and preferences,” con-
firmed Jim Clark, product line di-
rector for foundation drum brakes
at Bendix Spicer Foundation
Brake. ■■

Air-Weigh offers
low-cost on-board
truck scale
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Fleets and
owner/operators looking to enjoy
the benefits of on-board weigh
scales but lacking the funds to in-
vest in the technology now have a
more affordable, entry-level solu-
tion courtesy of Air-Weigh.

The company unveiled its low-
cost QuickLoad on-board scale at
the Mid-America Trucking Show.

QuickLoad is intended for ded-
icated tractor-trailer configura-
tions and straight trucks and does
not require air suspensions. It
shows the “on the ground”weight
on an in-cab display and also fea-
tures a warning light that indi-
cates when a truck is nearing its
legal weight as well as an alarm
that sounds to alert a driver 
an axle or the vehicle’s overall
weight has exceeded the limit.

It calculates the on the ground
weight by measuring suspension
loads on the tractor and trailer.
The system has also been de-
signed to remain accurate despite
changes in altitude, temperature
or humidity. The company point-
ed out the weight of a load can
vary by as much as a couple hun-
dred pounds depending on the 
region it is travelling through due
to changes in climate and altitude.

Key benefits of the system are
the ability to eliminate miles
spent travelling to and from in-
ground weigh scales, improving
vehicle utilization. Also prevent-
ing just one overweight load tick-
et will go a long way towards cov-
ering the cost of the system.

QuickLoad is available in mul-
tiple configurations ranging from
tractor-trailers to refuse trucks. It
can be purchased for as little as
US$400.

For more information, visit
www.air-weighscales.com or in
Canada, call 888-695-3382. ■■

MID-AMERICA

Bendix Spicer ready for new NHTSA requirements

CHANGES COMING: New NHTSA
stopping distance requirements
could lead to an increase in disc
brakes.

James Menzies - Executive Editor of Truck News/Truck West

GOLD - News
Up in Smoke - Truck News

SILVER - Road Test
Volvo’s I-Shift Transmission -
Truck News

SILVER - Business
Let Your Tires Do the Rolling - 
Motortruck

GOLD - Business
Voice of the Owner/Operator -
Truck News

Best of Magazine Writing
Voice of the Owner/Operator -
Truck News

Editorial
ExcellenceExcellence

Our editors receive 

seven writing awards

from the 

TRUCK WRITERS
OF NORTH AMERICA

Adam Ledlow - Managing Editor of Truck News/Truck West/Motortruck

JD Ney - Contributing Editor for Motortruck

Joanne Ritchie - Executive Director of OBAC -
Columnist for Truck News/Truck West

GOLD - Environmental/Regulatory
Seeing Green - Truck News

SILVER - Product Application
D-Trains Can Save Lives - 
Truck News

2007

CLEMENTS 
RADIATOR & SPRING 

SERVICE LTD.
Since 1950

RADIATOR SERVICE

135 SHORNCLIFFE ROAD,
TORONTO, ONT.

416-233-1294
www.clementsradiator.ca

RADIATOR & SPRING SERVICE
TORONTO

CONCORD MISSISSAUGA
150 BRADWICK DRIVE,

UNIT 26

(905) 669-4100

6110 ORDAN DRIVE,
UNIT 6

(905) 670-9625

Radiator & 
Charge Air 

Cooler Service

Radiator & 
Charge Air 

Cooler Service

pg 68-69 tn may  4/8/08  11:36 AM  Page 68

http://www.air-weighscales.com
http://www.clementsradiator.ca


May 2008

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Great
Dane’s EPA SmartWay-certified
SSL dry freight van was on dis-
play at the Mid-America Trucking
Show. The trailer incorporates
aerodynamic fairings and light-
weight components that can col-
lectively save a fleet a substantial
amount of fuel, Great Dane offi-
cials demonstrated at the show.

The SSL van trailer showcased
at the Mid-America Trucking
Show featured: aluminum wheels;
low-rolling resistance tires; side
skirts; front fairings; and light-
weight components.

The SSL has already been wel-
comed into the SmartWay pro-
gram by the EPA, and now Great
Dane officials say the company is
continuing to develop perform-
ance specifications for new and
existing trailers that will further
enhance fuel efficiency.

Also highlighted at the show
was Great Dane’s ThermoGuard
reefer liner, which the company
said provides improved insula-
tion, allowing the trailer refrig-
eration unit’s engine to work 
less and consume less fuel.
ThermoGuard features a compos-
ite layer that seals the trailer’s in-
sulation, reducing “out-gassing”

and maintaining thermal efficien-
cy. The technology also extends
the useful life of a reefer trailer,
company officials explained.

Great Dane also showcased its
CorroGuard protection for trailer
underbodies, which protects
against corrosion caused by 
road salt and other materials.
CorroGuard is a spray-in-place
thermoplastic elastometric coat-
ing that is applied to suspensions

and support gear to provide long-
term protection from contami-
nants.

The technology is available on
all Great Dane dry vans and 
refrigerated trailer models.
Company officials said it is air
tight and water tight and it will
not peel, crack, warp or flake.

More information about the
technologies are available at
www.greatdanetrailers.com. ■■

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Thermo
King’s TriPac auxiliary power unit
(APU) is now available with an
Extreme Arctic Kit, which the
company says provides improved
start-ups in cold weather.

Thermo King officials pointed
out that 90% of APU engine wear
and tear occurs during start-up,
particularly in cold climates. The
new Extreme Arctic Kit features a
coolant and oil heater which en-
sures cold start-ups are no more
damaging to the APU’s engine
than warm start-ups.

When the TriPac senses a
coolant temperature below 30 F,
the system automatically starts

the APU and engages the coolant
and oil heaters. The TriPac engine
then circulates the coolant be-
tween the engine block and the
TriPac, monitoring coolant tem-
perature until it reaches 60 F,
Thermo King officials explained
at the Mid-America Trucking
Show.

The new system is available im-
mediately through Thermo King
dealers. Also on the subject of the
TriPac, Thermo King officials an-
nounced the APU is now avail-
able with a diesel particulate filter
(DPF) which allows it to comply
with California Air Resources
Board (CARB) emissions re-

quirements. The new system has
not yet received official approval
from CARB, but officials expect
to receive the green light any day
now.

Much like the primary DPF on
a truck, the TriPac’s particulate
filter will regenerate passively
during normal driving hours, the
company explained.

Thermo King officials say the
addition of the DPF will not im-
pact fuel economy or place extra
strain on the APU.

There are nine different mount-
ing options for the DPF, ensuring
it’s compatible with all makes of
trucks. ■■

Aerodynamics, refrigeration and corrosion addressed by Great Dane

Thermo King upgrades TriPac APU, adds DPF

CORROSION IS CANCEROUS: Great Dane says its CorroGuard technology
protects against corrosion – especially important here in Canada.
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• Fully stocked Parts Warehouse
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www.glasvangreatdane.com
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Chicago Pneumatic introduces two-in-one
impact/torque wrench for wheel tightening
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Chicago
Pneumatic has introduced a new
tool for the trucking industry which
combines the functionality of an im-
pact wrench with that of a torque
wrench.

The BlueTork CP7600 is a one-
inch pneumatic wrench that turns
wheel fastening into a one-step
process, the company explained at
the show. Customers order the tool from Chicago Pneumatic with their
own desired torque setting pre-programmed into the wrench. The tool
features two air motors, the second of which delivers the precise torque
level required to safely fasten the wheel.

Chip Todd, regional manager for BlueTork, told Truck News fleets
are expressing interest in the product because those that have used it
have noticed a decline in Workers’ Compensation-related claims.

“Designed for the health and safety of the user, the BlueTork
CP7600 is ergonomically designed and offers reduced noise and vibra-
tion, in a low-effort operation,” he said. The tool is available through
Chicago Pneumatic’s normal distribution channels, including Kal-Tire
in Canada. For more, visit www.bluetork.com. ■■

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Haldex an-
nounced new additions to its
product line at this year’s Mid-
America Trucking Show, including
the latest generation of its trailer
stability system.

The second generation version
of the company’s Trailer Rollover
Stability (TRS) system is compat-
ible with trailers using one or
more axles with air suspensions.

It detects when a rollover is im-
minent and then deploys the
brakes to mitigate the situation.

Features of the second genera-
tion stability system include: a
trailer brake lamp illumination
during the roll event; an integral
control port air filter; integral
NPT ports; and a Fleet+ optional
diagnostic program.

Haldex also expanded its prod-
uct line to include a new ABS re-
placement kit. The “all-inclusive”

kit includes all the parts required
to replace an outdated ABS sys-
tem quickly and easily, the compa-
ny announced.

Nearly any ABS system can be
replaced with the latest Haldex
ABS system using the kit, accord-
ing to Haldex officials.

Haldex has also added an ILAS
III lift axle valve to its product
line.

The new valve is used for lower-
ing and lifting one or more axles,
depending on the load applied to
the vehicle, the company ex-
plained.

There are fully-automatic and
manual lift versions of the valve
available.

Also new to Haldex is a new
trailer brake control valve, which
the company claimed is the only
spring brake control valve in the
market that provides optimum
protection against the corrosive
effects of magnesium chloride and
other elements.

The Haldex Trailer Brake
Control Valve is mounted on the
trailer reservoir, where it reacts to
a signal from the trailer supply
line to charge the tank and to con-
trol the spring brake section of
double diaphragm spring brakes
to provide parking and emer-
gency braking, the company an-
nounced. ■■

MID-AMERICA

Haldex expands product line

Cummins provides
training materials
for drivers
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Cummins
has released a series of training
tools for drivers, which the com-
pany says will help them maxi-
mize their fuel efficiency.

Among the new training mate-
rials is an audio CD specifically
for drivers.

The CD addresses topics and
engine features such as load-
based speed control and gear-
down protection. It also discusses
the Cummins aftertreatment sys-
tem.

More in-depth training is avail-
able through the new Cummins
Driver Training DVD.The DVD is
designed to be viewed on a dri-
ver’s individual schedule. It ad-
dresses issues such as driving for
fuel economy, electronic features,
trip information as well as a more
detailed look at the Cummins af-
tertreatment system.

Also included in the suite of
training tools is a driver tip card
which includes fuel-saving tech-
niques as well as an overview of
dash lamps and switches found in
trucks fitted with Cummins
EPA07 engines.

“Cummins is committed to de-
livering the right technology and
dependable support to our cus-
tomers to help them achieve max-
imum operating efficiency from
their Cummins engines,” said Jeff
Jones, vice-president, sales and
market communications with
Cummins.

Cummins customers should
contact their local dealer to ob-
tain the training material. ■■
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Despite the
aerodynamic design of the modern
tractor, in a quest for greater fuel
economy, the rectanglular shape of
the trailer has changed very little
since its inception.

Utility Trailer is hoping to change
all that. It introduced two new de-
signs at the Mid-America Trucking
Show, as well as an environmental
collaboration with another company
to promote a drag-reduction device.

At the start of the launch, Utility
Trailer introduced its new thin-wall
4000D-X dry van, a post panel de-
sign that has a composite wall for
less damage and greater durability.
The sidewall panel is made of high-
density polyurethane foam con-
struction “sandwiched” between
high-strength inner and outer skins,
forming a composite that bonds to-
gether. The result, according to
Utility, is a composite panel that ab-
sorbs more energy, and outperforms
earlier designs.

“It’s a lean design that is lighter
and stronger than its predecessor,”
said Craig Bennett, Utility Trailer’s
senior vice-president of sales and
marketing.

The 4000DX also utilizes the com-
pany’s patented SnagFree recessed
posts, for damage-resistant loading.
Some of the standard features in-
clude a stainless steel rear door

frame, and flush-mounted galva-
nized steel logistics posts, with fully-
recessed, squeezed fasteners for
greater durability.

Utility Trailer also introduced
what it describes as the “highest
strength, lowest weight flatbed.”

The 4000A is built with alu-
minum/steel composite that reduces
TARE weight by 400 lbs.Utility says
the new flatbed is durable, reliable,
and stronger than previous models,
due to a newly-designed 80,000 psi
high-tensile steel, hat-shaped main
beam top flange.

“Our goal was to bring to market

an optimized flatbed trailer that
would provide the maximum return
on investment for our customers,”
said Jeff Bennett, vice-president of
engineering for Utility Trailer. “We
did this by eliminating 400 lbs of
steel and aluminum on the base
model flatbed, which not only re-
duced material costs, but enabled
the trailer to carry more payload.”

On another front, Utility Trailer
has entered into a partnership with
ATDynamics, for the commercial
launch of the latter’s aerodynamic
TrailerTail. For more on this device,
see pg. 60. ■■

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Detroit
Diesel has announced it will adopt
Daimler’s BlueTec Selective
Catalytic Reduction (SCR) tech-
nology to meet EPA2010 emis-
sions standards in North America.

BlueTec was developed by
Daimler and is widely used in
Europe, company officials an-
nounced at the Mid-America
Trucking Show.

Detroit Diesel’s DD15 engine,
and its future family of engines,
will all use the technology.

“I’m happy to announce that
we’ll be utilizing BlueTec technol-

ogy for our Detroit Diesel engines
beginning in 2010,” said Chris
Patterson, president and CEO of
Daimler Trucks North America.
“The technology is clearly the best
choice for our customers. BlueTec
is the only means of meeting the
stringent 0.2 g/kwh NOx standard
for heavy-duty diesel engines, in
2010 while actually reducing diesel
fuel consumption in comparison
with the technology used in 2007
engines.”

With BlueTec, Detroit Diesel
engineers are confident they can
improve fuel economy by 3-5%

compared to EPA07 engines.
BlueTec utilizes urea, which along
with the heat of the exhaust and a
catalyst, converts NOx emissions
into harmless nitrogen and water
vapour.

Detroit Diesel officials said urea
will only need to be refilled once
every 5,000-6,000 miles and it will
typically be housed in a 20-gallon
tank.

During Daimler’s press confer-
ence, officials took aim at several
points of contention involving the
use of SCR in 2010. For more on
that, see pg. 87. ■■

Utility introduces lighter, more durable trailers

NEW AND IMPROVED: Utility Trailer says its 4000D-X dry van is more durable
than its predecessors.

Detroit Diesel confirms plans to use SCR in 2010

DURABODY 
INDUSTRIES LIMITEDINDUSTRIES LIMITED

P.O. BOX 12 BOND HEAD, ONTARIO L0G 1B0

1-800-661-3775
Call:(905) 775-5338 • Fax:(905) 775-8748www.durabody.com
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Ulcers are a very common prob-
lem among professional truck
drivers due to their lifestyle and
job demands.

An ulcer is basically an open
sore found on the skin or mucous
membranes of the body.

The type of ulcers which most
apply to truck drivers are the ones

located in the stomach and intes-
tines and as a result I will focus on
these.

In the past, scientists and doc-
tors believed that the major caus-
es of ulcers were lifestyle factors
such as stress and diet.

However, recent research has
shown that 80-90% of ulcers de-

velop as result of an infection with
a bacterium called Helicobacter
pylori.

Although the bacteria is the
major cause of ulcers, other fac-
tors do play a role in the develop-
ment of ulcers.

First of all, studies have shown
that smoking increases your
chance of getting an ulcer and
also slows down the healing
process of existing ulcers due to
the fact that nicotine increases
the concentration of stomach
acid.

Similarly, caffeine seems to
stimulate acid secretion in the
stomach, which can aggravate the
pain of an existing ulcer.

Although it is now known that
stress is not a major cause of ul-
cers, people with ulcers often re-
port that emotional stress increas-
es their symptoms.

The most common ulcer symp-
tom is burning and pain in the ab-
domen between the breastbone
and the belly button.

The pain often occurs between
meals and the early hours of the
morning.

Generally, the symptoms last
from a few minutes to a few hours.
Most people find that the pain is
worse when they have an empty
stomach.

Less often, people may experi-
ence symptoms such as nausea
and vomiting, chest pain, loss of
weight and belching.

As you can see, the signs of an
ulcer can resemble other digestive
tract conditions, so it is important
to consult with your doctor if you
are experiencing any combination
of these symptoms.

In most cases, having an ulcer is
not a serious condition.

However, people may experi-
ence serious complications if they
do not receive the proper treat-
ment.

These complications include
bleeding and perforations of the
stomach or intestinal wall which

can lead to infections in the ab-
dominal cavity.

If an ulcer is left untreated for
too long, it may cause swelling or
scarring.

In order to treat an ulcer, your
physician must first determine its
cause.

Generally, your physician will
conduct a series of tests which in-
clude X-rays and a procedure
called an endoscopy in which a
small flexible instrument with a
camera on the end is inserted
through the mouth into the
esophagus, stomach, and upper in-
testines to view the digestive
tract.

Once the cause of the ulcer is
determined, your physician will
treat it accordingly.

Treatments may include med-
ications that block the production
of stomach acid as well as antibi-
otics.

In addition, your doctor may
suggest avoiding spicy, fatty or
acidic foods, nicotine and alcohol.
In most cases, medication and
lifestyle modification are effective
in the treatment of ulcers.
However, people who do not re-
spond to these treatments may re-
quire surgery.

I am sure it is clear why profes-
sional truck drivers are at a
greater risk of developing ulcers.
The good news is that by making
simple lifestyle modifications you
will be able to minimize your
chances of getting an ulcer. Until
next month, drive safely! ■■
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HEALTH

Ulcers: A common ailment afflicting professional drivers

Dr. Christopher
Singh

Back behind
the wheel

– Dr. Chris Singh, B. Kin., D.C.,
runs Trans Canada Chiropractic at
230 Truck Stop in Woodstock, Ont.

WORTH
REPEATING

"With speeding as a 
factor in one third of all 
fatal highway crashes, it 
makes all the sense in 
the world to work to 
reduce this number."

– BILL GRAVES,
AMERICAN TRUCKING ASSOCIATIONS

WORTH
REPEATING

Groupe Guilbault 
is looking for 

Owner Operators
based at our teminals in Brampton ON, Boucherville QC,

Rivière du Loup QC and Moncton NB

We provide :
■ Competitive Rates, Fuel Surcharge
■ Fuel at our Terminal
■ Low Cost Insurance
■ Steady Miles
■ Direct Deposit every Week

We require:
■ Clean Driving Abstract
■ Clear Criminal Search
■ Minimum of 1 Year  

Experience

Contact André Lacasse  
1-800-361-2093  •  514-521-1131

alacasse@groupeguilbault.com
www.groupeguilbault.com

Trustworthiness
is where our heart is...

We are looking for
male and female

drivers who have a
genuine interest

in trucking.

We offer
a 6 week paid 

Coaching Program
for New Drivers

who meet our
requirements.

“The Coaching Program is awesome
and the Trainers here make you feel comfortable

even when you are having a problem. I recommend
this program and this company to anyone who wants

to have a career as a truck driver. Rosedale is a rewarding
company.Take the Leap!”

– Candice Schaaf

(905) 670-0057
1-877-588-0057

recruiting@rosedale.ca

Mississauga, ON
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Safety Driven
Team Performance!

Bison Transport has career
opportunities that will fit
your lifestyle and income needs.

Company, Owner Operator, Long Haul, Regional,
Turnpike, In-cab Instructor and Lease Operator
positions available. A wide range of Professional Driver
options allows you flexibility as your needs change.

Paul D’Aoust ~ Bison Transport (Company Driver )

Bison Transport is committed to Employment Equity and encourages applications from women, visible minorities, persons with disabilities and aboriginal peoples.

BISON CARES
...because we’re people driven!

Come visit us at

WINNIPEG TRUCK SHOW

May 23 & 24, 2008

Convention Centre

Winnipeg, MB

Booth #624

Join the Bison Team
Recognized as the safest company on the road!

1.800.GO.BISON or
recruit@bisontransport.com

www.bisontransport.com

We have higher standards for our operating procedures than other companies. 
We’re all responsible for safety, and we are encouraged to contribute to solutions. 
It’s a team effort.
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Let’s face it, when you’re travelling
down the road, it’s hard to keep to
a schedule. Traffic jams, detours,
late loads and lock-outs all add up
to a scheduling nightmare. So, try-
ing to make up time, you decide to
eat on the run, which can throw off
your digestive system.

Digestive problems at home are
one thing, but on the road – that’s
another story.With rest stops being
shut down, creating bigger gaps
along the highway, wouldn’t it 
be great to keep your digestion
system on an even keel?
Constipation, belching, gas, hic-
cups and/or heartburn can turn a
simple delivery into a very uncom-
fortable experience.

Constipation isn’t usually a rea-
son for concern. Since everyone’s
system is different, everyone has a
unique digestion rhythm. Some
people have days between bowel
movements, while others go sever-
al times a day. The key is how a
person feels. If your movements
take place without any discomfort,
and follow their usual pattern, you
aren’t constipated. However, if an
unusual amount of time passes be-
tween movements, or if they are
passed with difficulty, discomfort,
or pain, then you are.

Often the trucker’s lifestyle leads
to constipation. When you’re on
the road, you can’t always immedi-
ately respond when nature calls.
Unfortunately, when you aren’t
free to go, you may not feel like it

again for a few hours. Meanwhile,
your bowels keep taking the water
from the stools, so by the time you
make it to a rest stop, your bowel
movement is dry and hard.

Another cause of constipation is
a lack of physical activity. Regular
exercise not only tones the muscles
we see on the outside of the body,
but they also improve the muscle
tone of the hidden muscles, includ-
ing the digestive tract. In addition,
some medications can also cause
constipation.

One way to avoid constipation is
to drink plenty of fluids. Two litres
a day is ideal. Combining this 
water with a high-fiber diet will
also help. Prunes or prune juice is
an especially effective fiber source.
Honey can also have a laxative 
effect because your body can’t 
entirely absorb it.

Eating a little more fat may also
help out because it softens the fe-
cal matter. However, these are
only suggestions, since each per-
son’s digestive system responds
differently. But try these strategies
before reaching for over-the-
counter laxatives. If you use laxa-
tives frequently, your digestive

may become dependant and not be
able to work without them.

Another common digestive
complaint is belching. Even though
belching is often blamed on certain
foods, it is actually caused by swal-
lowing food. To avoid belching,
slow down when you eat. If you
wear dentures that don’t fit prop-
erly, you may be swallowing extra
air as well. Chewing gum and
drinking pop also make it more
likely that you’ll start belching.
(Occasionally excessive belching
may be a sign of gall bladder trou-
ble, or a stomach ulcer).

To avoid belching, eat slowly,
chew thoroughly and relax.

Hiccups can also be bothersome,
but they’re not a medical concern.
Eating or drinking too fast can also
cause them. In order to get rid of
hiccups, I recommend holding a
mouthful of air and pushing your
cheeks out, forcing the air to the
back of your cheeks. This is the
most successful technique that I’ve
found so far.

Intestinal gas can be quite em-
barrassing, but it’s not unusual.
Healthy people release several
hundred millilitres of gas several
times a day. About 99% of the 
gases expelled (nitrogen, oxygen,
hydrogen, methane and carbon
dioxide) are odourless.

However, the other 1% raises a
stink.The most common foods that
cause offensive gas are rich in car-
bohydrates: sugars, starches, and

fiber. When these partially-digest-
ed foods reach the large intestine,
bacteria ingest them, producing
gas as a by-product.Trial and error
will help you identify the foods
your body doesn’t handle well.

Another common digestive
complaint is heartburn. You’ve
probably felt it at one time or 
another. Most people have. It’s
caused because the sphincter at
the top of the stomach isn’t stop-
ping the stomach contents from
moving back up into the esopha-
gus. Sometimes this is because you
have eaten or drank too much. Or,
perhaps your pants are too tight, so
your food can’t easily move down
your digestive tract. Or, you may
have changed position too quickly
after eating (bending over, lying
down). On a rare occasion, howev-
er, your sphincter may actually be
defective.

If it’s not a medical problem,
heartburn is pretty easy to treat.
Eat many smaller meals. Drink liq-
uids between meals, instead of with
them. Sit up while you eat. Wait
one hour after eating to lie down
and two hours to exercise. Stay
away from tight clothing. Avoid
foods, beverages, and medications
that have aggravated your heart-
burn. Lose weight if necessary.

Just follow these guidelines to
ensure optimum digestion on and
off the road. ■■
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Karen 
Bowen

Preventive 
Maintenance

HEALTH

Some facts that are easy to digest

– Karen Bowen is a professional
health and nutrition consultant and
she can be reached by e-mail at
karen_bowen@yahoo.com.

Contact: Robert Rouleau
Phone: 1-800-465-0199

Fax Resume To: 905-876-3464
Email: Robertrouleau@locomote.ca

We Offer a Choice of:
• Flatbed and Van Division
• Short and Long Haul
• Our Trailer or your Trailer
• Unlimited Miles Available
• Teams and Singles
• Canada and U.S.A runs

We Provide:
• Well Maintained late model fleet
• Dedicated Equipment
• Reliability & Honesty
• Open Door Family Atmosphere
• Steady Year Round Work

EXPERIENCED OWNER/OPERATORS 
& COMPANY DRIVERS

We Offer a Choice of:
• Flatbed and Van Division
• Short and Long Haul
• Our Trailer or your Trailer
• Unlimited Miles Available
• Teams and Singles
• Canada and U.S.A runs

We Provide:
• Well Maintained late model fleet
• Dedicated Equipment
• Reliability & Honesty
• Open Door Family Atmosphere
• Steady Year Round Work

Fax Your Resume to 905-683-9492 
or call 905-683-7111

Visit our website: www.jandftrucking.com

OWNER-OPERATORS
• $1.26 per mile, loaded/empty 
• $20 tarp/ • $20 untarp/ • $40 extra drops/ pickups
• Company paid plates, permits, insurance, borders & tolls
• All pick ups & drops paid
• Fuel discount
Over 50% outbound loads are 
pre-loaded for you!

DRIVERS
• Up to $0.44 per hub mile, based on experience
• Stops, tarps, extra pu/drops, waiting time paid
• Border crossing paid
• Paid training for new drivers

Ask about our sign-on bonus!

Experienced Professional Drivers...

We Want You!
CSA/FAST/ACE

Approved

Based in Ajax,
Ontario

T.D. SMITH REQUIRES
OWNER / OPERATORS

• 80% of Revenue
• Home Most Weekends
• Fuel Surcharges
• Pay Statements Twice Monthly
• Automatic Bank Deposit
• Fuel Accounts Available
• Safety Awards

• Safety Oriented 
& Good Attitude

• CVOR & Driver Abstract
• Criminal Search
• Desire to Succeed
• Recent Model Equipment

We Require:

Office Fax: 519-323-3646
Dispatch Fax: 519-323-3567
www.tdsmithtransport.com

Canada Toll Free: 800-265-8781
US Toll Free: 800-463-0387
Local Tel: 519-323-2004/5

Tank Division Dump DivisionNew
Contracts

ARE YOU
LOOKING

FOR

Toronto call Mark

1-866-276-8270
ext. 5

Manitoba call Garnet

1-800-690-9995
ext. 6/1

Alberta call Ken

1-877-216-5594
ext. 4

Requires Class 1 Owner Operators
• Respect
• Financial Stability
• A Challenging and Rewarding Career
• A Name Not a Number

Lets Talk Today!

ARE YOU
LOOKING

FOR

A Division of The Day and Ross Transportation Group
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Call us today and put your career on the path of your choice:

T 1 800 334 5142 F 1 888 876 0870   
E recruiting@challenger.com   W  www.challenger.com   We go the distance.

TRANSPORT CAM HILTZ TRUCKING MOTOR FREIGHT

Learn about other opportunities with the Challenger family.Winner of the 2007 Canadian Driver Retention Award

Growth
It’s what I want.
It’s what my family needs.
It’s what Challenger delivers.

Stability&

We are currently recruiting experienced 
Company Drivers for our Single and 
Team Division.

If growth and stability are what you are 
looking for, contact us today for opportunities
that are currently available.
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A veteran driver’s
perspective on
driver retention
Dear Editor:

As a long-time reader of your
magazine, the time has come for
me to rant. But first a little about
myself.

I have nearly 35 years in the left
seat of a truck, three years as
warehouse manager/dispatcher.

I have trained drivers, ran team,
hauled freight, flats, tanks, A- and
B-trains, etc. for two million miles
and have 20 years of recorded 
accident-free miles.

I state these things not to brag,
but to show that I have some
knowledge of the industry. Lately
I have noticed a new buzz word in
our industry: Retention.

The powers that be seem to 
occupy many hours of their time
in meetings which are labeled
steering committees, retention
programs, market dynamics, etc.
These functions are designed to
try to find out why new people
are not getting into our industry
and how to keep the people we
have.

First off, don’t try to under-
stand why I am damned proud to
do what we do 70 to 90 hours a
week, just appreciate the fact that
we do it.

Secondly, instead of standing
behind a podium once or twice a
year and telling us that we are the
company’s highway ambassador,
treat us as such.

We do not require special treat-
ment or praise but only to be
looked upon and treated as an
equal part of your operation.
Truck drivers are not a commodi-
ty or piece of equipment.

We do not have a unit number.
Retention is not as complicated a
matter as one would think.

You are dealing with people –
nothing more or less. I have a
wife, children, grandchildren, a
dog and a house.

I am a lot like you.
Thirdly, you love to refer to us

as “professional drivers” and then
set out to tell us when to shift
gears, how to save fuel, when we
need to sleep and how long I can
drive before I am tired.

If you give me a load with a rea-
sonable time to get there, I will
get enough sleep, I wont burn
more fuel by driving hard to make
time and I will represent your
company well.

In closing, please let me say that
this is an honourable way to make
a living and it has served me well.

If any of you are considering
the trucking industry as a career,
do not be discouraged – it can be a
rewarding and proud profession.

Just make sure to choose a com-
pany that respects your contribu-
tion.

And to the trucking companies:
stop trying to complicate reten-
tion, just look at us as an equal
part of your operation and many
of your problems will disappear. ■■

Roy M. Steeves
Via e-mail

MAIL

Join a quickly growing
company that’s been 
in business for 50 years!

✓  Company pays: Tolls, Permits,
Fuel Taxes, and Tank Washes

✓  Direct Deposit Available
✓  Weekly Settlements
✓  Benefits
✓  $1500 / year towards IRP plates

✓ Safety Conscious Company
✓ Professional work environment
✓ No Tarping
✓ No Chaining
✓ No LTL deliveries Call Mark Now!!

Earn $1.55 +/Mile!

Mark Bennett 
800-265-4838 ext. 259

mbennett@gorskibulk.com
Apply on our website:
www.gorskibulk.com

1-800-895-8897
U.S./CANADA TOLL FREE43¢ • Minimum 2 years 

Cross Border
Experience 

• Full time/Part time

• Weekly pay
• Benefits 
• Direct Deposit

Available

PER
MI

LE

HIGHWAY
DRIVERS
WANTEDAZ

Currently Recruiting
OWNER OPERATORS

Visit our website: www.keypointcarriers.com

Please call or drop by and 
speak to Joan for more details. 

1018 Parkinson Rd., Woodstock, Ontario
TOLL FREE: 1-866-569-7964 ext. 109

Please call or drop by and 
speak to Joan for more details. 

1018 Parkinson Rd., Woodstock, Ontario
TOLL FREE: 1-866-569-7964 ext. 109

10 REASONS we're the 
Carrier for you:
1. Ontario-Texas Lanes
2. No Eastern Seaboard
3. Competitive rate per mile
4. Fuel Surcharge Program
5. Safety Bonus Program
6. Paid Plates, Insurance & Fuel Tax
7. Paid Bridge Tolls, Road Tolls, Scales & Faxes
8. Weekly direct deposit
9. Access to Company Fuel Accounts
10. Personal Communication with Dispatch 

(No Satellite)

10 REASONS we're the 
Carrier for you:
1. Ontario-Texas Lanes
2. No Eastern Seaboard
3. Competitive rate per mile
4. Fuel Surcharge Program
5. Safety Bonus Program
6. Paid Plates, Insurance & Fuel Tax
7. Paid Bridge Tolls, Road Tolls, Scales & Faxes
8. Weekly direct deposit
9. Access to Company Fuel Accounts
10. Personal Communication with Dispatch 

(No Satellite)

Career Opportunities
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True pros will
accept stability
systems
Dear Editor:

I enjoy reading your magazine
very much. It keeps me in-
formed on how drivers across
this great country cope with
what seems to be constant
change and challenges in our
industry.

Every once in a while, howev-
er, I have to shake my head in
disbelief at some of the self-
professed professionals who
write in and demonstrate that
dinosaurs are not extinct, some
actually hold the steering wheel
of big trucks.

Mr. Ficociellos contention
(Letters to the Editor, March
2008) that technology to pre-
vent rollover makes you, by his
definition “not a professional
driver,” is in itself unprofes-
sional and just downright
dumb.

Technology that helps pre-
vent accidents, helps avoid 
driver fatigue and also saves
lives is and should be welcomed
by the true pros.

By the way, I drive a dry
bulker with a four-legger as
well as a cement mixer and am
60 years old.

Get with the 21st century,
Gino. ■■

Mike McQuade 
Via e-mail

MAIL

Letters to the editor
Have you got a complaint, compli-
ment, criticism or question? 

We’d like to hear about it.
Send your ‘letters to the editor’

to Truck News, 12 Concorde Place,
Toronto, Ontario, M3C 4J2. Or fax
your letter to 416-510-5143.

You can also e-mail jmenzies
@trucknews.com. ■■

GALAXY
TRANSPORT, INC.

Requires
OWNER

OPERATOR
TEAMS ONLY
FOR LONG DISTANCE RUNS

✔ With late model tractors
✔ Two years cross border experience
✔ Current clean abstract
✔ Clean criminal record search
✔ Previous reefer experience preferred

Excellent Pay!
For more details please call:

905-456-9416
Visit us at: www.galaxytransport.ca

B.C. ON

CA

$1.33/Mile
$1.33/Mile

$1.70/Mile

Give Us a Call Today!
Ask for Doug ext. 168  Randy ext. 169

1-800-263-1361
www.loadfti.com

Give Us a Call Today!
Ask for Doug ext. 168  Randy ext. 169

1-800-263-1361
www.loadfti.com

•Fuel cap
•No money down,

full maintenance lease
•New freight means

new opportunities

Owner Operators
Wanted

Lease Purchase
Program Available

Now Hiring Over 
the Road Highway
Company Drivers 

in the GTA,
Hamilton, London,

Chatham and
Windsor areas

Owner Operators
Wanted

Lease Purchase
Program Available
•Fuel cap
•No money down,

full maintenance lease
•New freight means

new opportunities

Company Drivers & 
Owner/Operators Required
Company Drivers & 
Owner/Operators Required

365  Lewis Rd. N., Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5N4

TRANSPORT LIMITED
Visit our web site: www.whiteoaktransport.com
e-mail: info@whiteoaktransport.com

Contact Dave at:
1-888-257-3136 Ext 226

U.S. Tandem Division
FOR DRIVERS
• Company Drivers Earn / Tandem up to .67 cpm / 

Heavy .69 cpm
• Home Every Weekend  
• Modern Dedicated Equipment  
• All Picks/Drops and Tarping Paid

Flat Bed/Rack & Tarp
FOR OWNER OPERATORS
• Top Revenue Package  • 100% FSC to the O/O  
• Paid Tolls and Bridges  • 90% Plus Loaded Miles 
• Dedicated Equipment

U.S. Tandem Division
FOR DRIVERS
• Company Drivers Earn / Tandem up to .67 cpm / 

Heavy .69 cpm
• Home Every Weekend  
• Modern Dedicated Equipment  
• All Picks/Drops and Tarping Paid

Flat Bed/Rack & Tarp
FOR OWNER OPERATORS
• Top Revenue Package  • 100% FSC to the O/O  
• Paid Tolls and Bridges  • 90% Plus Loaded Miles 
• Dedicated Equipment

365  Lewis Rd. N., Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5N4

TRANSPORT LIMITED
Visit our web site: www.whiteoaktransport.com

e-mail: info@whiteoaktransport.com

Flat Bed
Training 
Available

Career Opportunities
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We need more rest
areas, not fewer
Dear Editor:

As I was reading Harry Rudolfs’
article about rest area closures in
Ontario (Truck News, March), I
could not believe what I was read-
ing. There goes the parking for
trucks, which is woefully lacking
now. And then the MTO want to
give one company control over all
these new plazas, including the 
design and layout. What are they
thinking? 

I’m sure there are people in the
transportation industry that could
advise them as to what form they
should take and how they could
better service the trucking industry,
as well as the auto traveller.

Now, I may not be an expert in
these matters, but I spent over 30
years in the emergency service, 18
of them on a rescue truck servicing
the 401 in the GTA. I’m retired
now, but am helping my brother
out by driving a highway truck and
crossing the border, twice every
week.

I’ve had a A/Z licence for years.
Now this seems to me to be a seri-
ous safety issue. I have extricated a
lot of people from wrecked vehi-
cles, trucks and cars alike over all
those years. And driver fatigue has
been a factor in a lot of them.There
are many signs posted along 
the 400-series highways stating
‘Fatigue Kills, Take a Break’ and
now they are closing all those serv-
ice plazas. What’s wrong with that
picture? 

Recently, during a horrendous
snow storm, I was fortunate to find
one of the last parking spots at the
eastbound Tilbury plaza, as it 
was extremely unsafe to drive any
farther.

In the morning, there were
trucks parked everywhere and
every on-/off-ramp and service
plaza was the same. Without these
rest areas, what would the trucks
do, continue to drive until they ran
into something or someone?  ■■

Bruce Caves
Via e-mail

A fine line
Dear Editor:

Recently during a trip through
Ontario, it was raining – not hard,
but off and on.

Several other drivers and I were
commenting on how bad the lines
on the road were, in many places
we did not have a clue where the
lanes were.

The lines are so faded you could
not find the lines.

I think it would be a good ques-
tion to be asking other drivers out
there, and maybe ask why are they
not painted yellow? 

White is even harder to find in
the snow. I think this a very impor-
tant subject that should be brought
to the attention of the right people.

This problem is going to get some-
one killed if it is not corrected. ■■

Paul Mallette
Via e-mail

Apply On-line @ www.trucknews.com

Proud and Professional
for over 20 Years

Canada’s Best Carrier 
is looking for 

The Best Drivers… 

•  safety bonus & company
paid benefits

•  home on weekends

•  3 years’ experience, 
clean abstract and 
FAST card required

COMPANY DRIVERS
•  Base rate 44 cents per mile
•  Additional 2 cents per mile

conditional upon performance
•  $1000 sign on bonus

COMPANY DRIVERS
• Base rate 44 cents per mile
• Additional 2 cents per mile

conditional upon performance
• $1000 sign on bonus

• safety bonus & company
paid benefits

• home on weekends

• 3 years’ experience, 
clean abstract and 
FAST card required

so we are offering the best package:

Canada’s Best Carrier 
is looking for 

The Best Drivers… 

Call Kelly at 800-387-5148Call Kelly at 800-387-5148

GET 
IN THE 
GAME!

1-800-332-0515
www.celadoncanada.com 
Kitchener, Ontario

Tired of all the sitting?  
Let us put you in the 
game and keep 
you moving.

Play for the team 
with the MILES.

Current openings for 
Company Drivers and 
Owner Operators.

Come get your game on 
with Celadon Canada!

CCoommee jjooiinn oouurr ssuucccceessss!!

Visit Us at Truck World, April 17 to 19th – Booth #3926
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By Jan Westell
LAS VEGAS, Nev. – Mack’s lat-
est model made one of the most
dramatic entrances at the recent
ConExpo construction trade
show, and the company also had
one of the busiest displays, with
industry truck enthusiasts scram-
bling to get a close-up view of the
new off-highway vehicle.

The Mack Titan has been de-
signed for heavy transport and
heavy construction applications.
It’s a new model intended to offer
comfort and style, as well as pow-
er. Mack also considers the new
Titan to be the boldest looking
Mack ever, with the “attitude and
torque required” for hauling
heavy loads.

Mack Trucks vice-president of
marketing Tom Kelly, also said the
Titan offers “excellent” visibility,
productivity and driver comfort.

“The Titan model is an all-out

Mack – strong and bold,” Kelly
says of a product that should 
work well within a demanding

Canadian landscape.
“One look at this truck and you

know it was engineered to handle

the meanest jobs – logging, oil-
fields, heavy equipment or severe
heavy-haul,” he adds.

“For Mack customers whose 
requirements demand these ex-
treme loads, the Titan by Mack is
exactly the truck they’ve been
looking for. This new offering ex-
tends our tradition of application
excellence, and follows in the
Mack heritage of classic big-
block, long-hood, high GVWR
like the RW Super-Liner.”

But looks aren’t everything, and
Mack indicates that the Titan’s
appeal goes deeper with transmis-
sions, suspensions, axles, and a
“Cornerstone” chassis for an inte-
grated, balanced design Mack
flagship.

“Our research showed cus-
tomers in these segments expect
their truck to have several key
characteristics,” says Steve Ginter,
Mack vocational products mar-
keting manager. “The truck has to
haul heavy loads in brutal condi-
tions. It has to be reliable, durable
and efficient. It needs the horse-
power to pull extremely high
GVW and GCW loads, and the
Titan by Mack is perfect for this.
And it must visually demonstrate
its power, durability and quality.
The styling team did a fantastic
job, with the whole chrome show
that’s going on with the Titan
model.”

Mack considers the imposing
vehicle to have a “commanding”
stance, with high ground clear-
ance to handle adverse off-road
conditions. Image-conscious oper-
ators may appreciate the long
hood, and for comfort and ideal
vantage, a cab that is moved back
and up on the chassis for a heavy-
haul position. The higher cab po-
sition has also been designed to
improve air flow for under-hood
cooling.

Mack engineers believe that the
Titan’s most appealing exterior
feature is the twin cowl-mounted
chrome air intakes, which are not
only functional, but also appeal-
ing, and provide several advan-
tages over external air cleaner as-
semblies.

According to Mack: the design
minimizes moisture and screens
debris from reaching the air filter
element; the “smooth, non-restric-
tive piping, is optimized for high-
volume airflow;” and for easy
service, the air filters’ elements
are located under the cab.

For those operators who can’t
get enough shine on their trucks,
the shine doesn’t end with Titan’s
front grille. The Titan offers:
chrome horns, chrome “eyebrow”
on hood fender wells, a stainless
steel sun visor (in two widths),
stainless steel skirt lighting (with
optional features), large six-inch
dual exhaust stacks, a bright metal
bumper with integrated driving
lights, and a stainless steel cover
for the diesel particular filter.

New engine under the hood

Mack indicates that the “heart
and soul” of its new model is the
new MP10, what the company
promotes as the most powerful

NEW PRODUCTS

Mack makes ‘titanic’ leap into heavy-haul segment

MAKING A SPLASH: Mack’s bold new heavy-hauler attracted a lot of attention
when introduced at ConExpo, and again later at Mid-America.

E-mail: kellacott@laidlaw.ca or ccampagnaro@laidlaw.ca
Fax: 519-766-0437

If you have a professional attitude and desire to succeed 
call KEN ELLACOTT or CHARLIE CAMPAGNARO

42¢ FUEL CAP Best in the Industry!42¢ FUEL CAP Best in the Industry!

Company DriversCompany Drivers
41¢/mile

• Paid waiting time after 1hr - $14.00
• Dedicated 386 Peterbilts & 9200 Internationals

• Trucks allowed home

Owner OperatorsOwner Operators
Tandem $1.14  • Quad-Axle $1.20

• Loading, Unloading, Border Crossing Time $30/hr after 1st hour
• Operating mainly within a 1200 mile radius of the Toronto area

• Home weekly   • Personalized dispatch - "No Satellites"

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO TAKE THE TIME TO TALK TO OUR DRIVERS!

1•800•263•82671•800•263•8267

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO TAKE THE TIME TO TALK TO OUR DRIVERS!
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engine ever installed by  the com-
pany, and certified to EPA07
emission standards.

The MP10 offers an in-line 
six-cylinder diesel, with single
overhead cam and high-pressure
fuel injection, available in three
ratings: with peak horsepower of
515 hp, 565 hp and 605 hp, and all
with “MaxiCruise” torque rise.
Maximum torque ranges for the
MP10 range are listed from: 1,860
lb.-ft. to 2,060 lb.-ft., at 1,200
RPM, providing literally, “a tonne
of torque” in some instances.

“The MP10’s huge torque gives
Titan by Mack the grunt to pull
heavy loads from a dead stop on a
job-site, and the power to get
those loads up to speed on the
highway,” according to Mack offi-
cials.

“These are typical conditions
for applications such as logging,
mining and equipment haulers.”

The MP10 engine has been
matched to the Mack T300ES 

series 10-, 13- and 18-speed trans-
missions, and Mack attests that it
will deliver triple countershaft
performance, for the most de-
manding vocational applications.
Otherwise, Eaton transmissions
are an option.

Mack’s “Cornerstone” chassis is
offered in three frame rail thick-
nesses: 8-mm, 9.5-mm and 11-mm,
with optional full or partial 5-mm
inside channel reinforcements,
and application-specific cross-
members. The frames have been
rated at 120,000 psi, according to
Mack.

A short 41-inch front axle posi-
tion has been designed to increase
load capacity, while providing ide-
al maneuverability in tight job-

site environments, according to
the company.

The combination of the front
axle position, and high ground
clearance, is intended to give driv-
ers an optimum approach angle
for sharp inclines and uneven 
terrain, typical of the landscape
associated with logging and con-
struction.

Options for front axles and sus-
pensions range from 12,000-lb to
20,000-lb capacity, with rear axles
and suspensions from 38,000-lbs
to 65,000-lbs.

Mack predicts that drivers will
experience a smooth highway ride
even when off-road, due to the
Titan’s new air-ride cab mounting.
The cab is mounted on twin wide-
space air bags, with shocks intend-
ed to neutralize a harsh ride, and
stabilizers to prevent cab sway.

The Titan’s interior has been
designed for driver convenience
and comfort, including reduced
noise and vibration.

The interior is available in three
options: Pedigree, Champion and
the Rawhide Edition.

The cab comes with overhead
storage bins, and four-point light-
ing: two for general use, and one
map light and one task light over
the steering wheel.

The dash is available in wood
grain or brushed nickel. The stan-
dard instrument panel is intended
to offer easy access, and safety.

The standard Mack co-pilot dis-
play provides drivers with accessi-
ble screens in the instrument pan-
el to monitor various data, like
real-time fuel economy with
sweet spot indicator and trip data,
detailed maintenance and fault
summaries, and supplemental sen-
sor readings.

The available T7000 navigation-
al radio integrates entertainment,
navigation, a blind spot camera
display, and vehicle, trip and tire-
pressure monitoring systems. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:843; 855;
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NEW MP10: Mack’s MP10 engine
delivers literally a tonne of torque –
2,060 lb.-ft. exactly.

A PEAK INSIDE: It may be designed for rugged applications, but the interior was
designed with driver comfort and ergonomics in mind, Mack officials pointed out.

Vandermarel Trucking is growing again.

Please contact:
Calvin, Vandermarel Trucking, Fergus
Phone: 1-800-263-0621 ext. 232
fax: 519-843-4111  e-mail: calvin@vandermareltrucking.ca

w w w . v a n d e r m a r e l t r u c k i n g . c a

Experienced Flat Bed & 
Van Drivers & Owner Operators

Reliable and professional, you have a valid AZ driver’s licence and a clean driver’s abstract and criminal
record check.We offer competitive pay rates and Flat Bed Drivers earn up to .44 cents per mile.
Our drivers enjoy excellent bonus, pension, and benefit plans and will be home weekly.
We pay for all picks, drops, and tarping! Interested?

1-800-565-5598

★ People who are ready to roll!!!
★ Ability to serve all our flatbed customers
★ Ability to speak fluent English
★ US Compliant

1-800-565-5598CALL JAMES

★ Up to 52¢ per mile
★ Performance bonus
★ Waiting time paid
★ Immediate benefits

★ New drivers welcome
★ Home most weekends
★ Dedicated truck & trailer

Looking 
For
2 

Drivers

ext. 21

Looking 
For
2 

Drivers

DRIVER
PLAN

WE
REQUIRE

Bruce R. Smith Limited offers steady work and late model
equipment for company drivers and owner operators

We’re recruiting for steel and freight positions.
Our competitive rates and a variety of shifts 

could be the perfect fit for you.
Visit our booth 1217 for more information.

* QUALIFIED APPLICANTS
WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE
ENTERED TO WIN A
NINTENDO Wii CONSOLE
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By Jan Westell
LAS VEGAS, Nev. –
International unveiled its newest
heavy-duty truck model at CON-
EXPO, the PayStar 5900i set-back
axle dump truck.The newest addi-
tion to the International product
line made its debut at a quarry lo-
cated outside of Las Vegas.
International officials offered a
demonstration that showcased the
truck’s interior and exterior de-
sign features, engine capability
and its maneuverability.

“The reason for the 5900 set-
back is really the completion of
the PayStar product line,” said
Phil Christman, vice-president
and general manager of
International Truck’s Severe
Service Vehicle Centre, who de-
scribed this new model as a step
up from the original PayStar 5500
and 5600. “This is the granddaddy
of them all: from a gross vehicle
weight; from maneuverability;
from a visibility standpoint.”

The PayStar 5900i SBA is a
Class 8 vocational on/off highway
vehicle that features a new axle
configuration to address severe
service applications such as con-
struction, oilfield, logging, heavy-
hauling, mining, recovery and oth-
er heavy-duty applications. The
wide-track, set-back axle design is
intended to address a need for
front axle load distribution and
improved maneuverability, ac-
cording to Christman.

Powered by Caterpillar or
Cummins diesel engines, up to 15-

litres and up to 625 horsepower,
the PayStar 5900i SBA is built on
the strength of a standard 12.25-
inch frame rail PayStar chassis. It
provides what International pro-
motes as the highest standard
strength-to-weight ratio with rat-
ings of 2.3 million RBM. An op-
tional double frame rail provides
an increase to 4.7 million RBM.

“It’s a tough truck,” says
Christman. “This is built for
heavy, heavy applications.”

The truck has also been de-
signed for the driver, added
Christman, and offers a “premi-

um”-styled interior, chrome ac-
cents, dual external air cleaners,
and a chrome sun shade.

“On the inside, these have all
got the ‘whisper’ (cab) package, so
the driver doesn’t get worn out in
the application of driving this
every day,” he adds. “It’s got the
biggest cab in the industry.”

International’s severe sales
manager for the Canadian head
office discussed the truck’s interi-
or features, including a wood-
grain control panel with easy ac-
cess to all the controls and
switches, a padded head line and

doors and ideal vantage from the
dash to the sloped hood, which of-
fers greater visibility from the cab.

“You’ve got to have more than
just looking good,” says John
Morgan. “There’s got to be some
reasons, some function to it. So if
I’m driving along, and I need to
take my eye off the road in order
to see something, I could jeopard-
ize something. I can look. I can
reach. I can find things and mini-
mize the chance of an accident.”

Driver satisfaction is vital for
the trucking industry, not only for
comfort and pride, but also to en-
sure employees stick with the job.

“These guys are getting more
and more demanding, because as
a the driver pool drops, if you
don’t offer it, and the other guy
does, then the guy’s going to
move,” says Morgan. ■■

@ARTICLECATEGORY:843;
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NEW PRODUCTS

International rounds out PayStar line with set-back axle 5900i

PERFECT FOR THE QUARRY: International’s latest PayStar offering is 
well-suited for tight work sites, thanks to its improved maneuverability.

SEVERE SERVICE: The truck is built
for the most rigorous applications,
International officials claim.

Call: (905) 458-1155 ext. 238 or 270 
1-800-388-8947   Fax: (905) 458-5688

Email: mohameda@holmesfreight.net 

Come Join Us!Come Join Us!
TERMINALS: BRAMPTON, ON & LAREDO, TX – USA

ALL INSURANCE & LICENSING PAID
ALL TOLLS PAID

2ND TRIP BONUS $100.00  
PAID LAYOVERS $100.00

We are
CAS, FAST & PIP

Approved

Now Hiring
OWNER OPERATORS

Earn up to $1.05 per mile 
+ fuel surcharge

WANTED 
Flatbed AZ Drivers

Running the Road Since ’82
WE OFFER:
• Above Average Wages 
• Benefits
• No forced dispatch
• $450 Quarterly Fuel Bonus
• Pin-to-Pin
• 3,000 miles a week
• Well maintained equipment
• Great team atmosphere
• No slip seating
• Dedicated Runs Available
WE REQUIRE:
• Clean CVOR & Abstract
• 1 yr. AZ Experience
• Professional Attitude

For further information and application please call:

1-800-387-7113
jamie@truboy.com

Kitchener, Ontario

Experienced
Owner/Operators 

& Company Drivers
WE OFFER CHOICE OF:
✓ Flatbed or Van Runs
✓ Short & Longhaul
✓ Part or full time positions
✓ Truckload or peddle runs
✓ Our Trailer or Your Trailer
✓ Number of miles you want to run

WE PROVIDE:
✓ Excellent remuneration package
✓ Well maintained late model equipment
✓ Reliability & honesty
✓ Open door family atmosphere
✓ Dedicated equipment
✓ Lease programs 9 4 3-7 7 6 2

1-877-WIERSMA

For more information 
please contact 
Recruiting at:

Visit us on our web site: www.wiersmatrucking.comVisit us on our web site: www.wiersmatrucking.com

For more information 
please contact 
Recruiting at:

• Well maintained and modern fleet
• On-site repair/maintenance facility
• Excellent payrates and benefits
• 2-3 day turnarounds
• Great work environment!

Hansen’s Flowers
Join our team of pros

Fax/email your resume to (519) 325-1173  transport@hansensfl owers.com
Ph: (519) 326-1771  •  1960 Setterington Drive, Kingsville, ON

Our drivers earn 

industry leading 

pay and benefi ts
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Western Star, J&J
Truck Bodies offer
severe-service body
LAS VEGAS, Nev. – Western
Star Trucks has announced it is
collaborating with J&J Truck
Bodies & Trailers to build what
the two companies refer to as
the “ultimate truck for ex-
treme-duty mining and quarry
applications.”

The partnership is intended
to offer a Western Star 6900
XD, paired with a heavy-duty
dump body from J&J.

The 6900 XD 40-tonne dump
is designed to minimize the cost
per tonne of material hauled,
and maximize shift productivity
through efficient fuel consump-
tion, fast cycle times, and im-
proved operator comfort, ac-
cording to the companies.

Key specifications include
110,000-lb planetary drive
axles, a Detroit Diesel Series 60
engine with Tier-3 off-highway
emissions ratings, a fully-auto-
matic Allison 4500 RDS trans-
mission, and a purpose-built
dump box.

With this configuration, the
truck is promoted to offer a
“cost-effective, turn-key solu-
tion for mining and quarry cus-
tomers,” according to the voca-
tional segment manager for
Western Star Trucks.

“Western Star is known for
its rugged construction and
durability, and this is the first
time we’ve offered a body pro-
gram that caters specifically to
the extreme-duty operator,”
said Chuck Whitehead.

Western Star also indicates
that the 6900 XD can be up to
35% more fuel efficient than
traditional off-road haulers,
when haul distances exceed one
mile.

An efficient fuel economy,
combined with stable loaded
top speeds of more than 40 mph
in the proper application,
makes this truck “unmatched in
cycle time efficiency,” accord-
ing to the president of J&J
Truck Bodies.

“Our bodies are an ideal
complement to Western Star
vocational and extreme-duty
trucks,” said Bill Riggs.
“Together, we now offer cus-
tomers the ability to carry
heavier payloads and conquer
the toughest road terrain.”

Optional configurations in-
clude higher capacity dump
bodies and right-hand drive
configurations for export. ■■

By James Menzies
ORLANDO, Fla. – Vigillo has de-
veloped an online risk manage-
ment tool for private fleets, which
the company said helps fleets “de-
velop operational improvements
and identify and avoid risk.”

The Vigillo system helps a fleet
identify risk within their operation
and make their employees more
accountable for risk management,
the company claims.

Every employee at the company
is provided with a unique pass-
word so they can access the site,
Steven Bryan, CEO of Vigillo, told
Truck News at the Technology and
Maintenance Council meetings.
Tasks can then be assigned to em-
ployees, specific to their responsi-
bilities and job functions.

Drivers travelling into the US,
for instance, may be instructed to
complete drug-and-alcohol testing
requirements.

Employees can use the site’s

forms to feed information, such as
best practices, back into the sys-
tem, Bryan explained.

If an employee fails to complete
the tasks or training required of
them, exception reports are filed
and management can then take
the appropriate action.

“At the end of the day, the sys-
tem directly puts a process in
place that manages high-risk
sources,” Bryan said. “Those criti-
cal things that can put you out of
business, cost you money, land you
in jail – those are the things you
need to be in control of.”

Developing a risk management
program must first involve com-
municating the plan to employees,
and that’s what the Vigillo system
is designed to assist with, Bryan
explained.

The system is available on a sub-
scription basis and costs about
$1,000/year for a small fleet, in-
cluding set-up. Vigillo creates the

online portal, which is customized
for the customer’s individual re-
quirements. Three fleets are cur-
rently using the system as part of a
pilot project in the US and Bryan
said the company hopes to enter
the Canadian market as well. The
company was planning to roll the
system out commercially this
spring. Private fleets are the ideal
target market, said Bryan, “be-
cause their concept of risk is
broader than just the truck fleet.”

For more information, visit
www.vigillo.com. ■■
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New online risk management tool designed for private fleets

Letters to the editor
Have you got a complaint, compli-
ment, criticism or question? 

We’d like to hear about it.
Send your letters to the editor to

Truck News, 12 Concorde Place,
Toronto, Ontario, M3C 4J2. Or 
e-mail jmenzies@trucknews.com. ■■

Our Company 
is Driven by 
our People

CHARMAINE - Markham

1-877-444-4303
ext. 2092

PETER - Ontario

1-866-262-4931
ALAIN - Quebec

1-866-922-8638
MARCELLE - Maritimes

1-800-561-7760
MILAN - Western Canada

1-800-663-9779

OPENINGS ALSO FOR SINGLE
OWNER OPERATOR & COMPANY DRIVERS

JOIN OUR GROWING
COMPANY TODAY!

We’re looking for
TEAMS TEAMS  TEAMS

TEAM SERVICE 

AREAS

Ontario

North Carolina

Alberta

New Brunswick

British Columbia

Quebec

WE OFFER
Sign on BonusExcellent Fuel CapGreat MilesBenefit PackageSafe Company

+ + +

“Get on the road with us”   www.drive4highland.com

Owner Operators
2 1⁄2 cent per mile increase

January 1, 2008

Company Drivers
50 cents per mile per team

WE’RE AT
TRUCK WORLD
BOOTH 1279
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By Jan Westell
WINNIPEG, Man. – Winnipeg is
located almost at the halfway point
of the busiest transportation route
in the country, the Trans-Canada
Highway, which makes it an ideal
location for an independent truck
service and repair facility.That was
the impetus for the formation of
Genuine Truck Service, a small
two-man, three-bay operation in
the heart of Winnipeg’s industrial
corridor, where co-partner Justin
Lee says there is enough service
business for all players.

“There is a very large trucking
network here,” says 32-year-old
Lee, who operates the new busi-
ness with partner, 33-year-old
Neil Klawitter. The service
opened in late 2007 to fill what
the two men saw as a void in the
truck service industry.

“We offer personal professional
service since we work with the cus-
tomer from start to finish,” says Lee.

The two men are both certified
in the trade with each having
more than 12 years of experience
in service, including several years
in fleet management.

Lee and Klawitter are also

working well within the Winnipeg
trucking industry. The pair share
referrals with companies like the
local Kenworth dealer. While
Custom Truck Sales offers full
heavy-duty servicing, the director

of operations also promotes the
specialized light service expertise
of Genuine Truck Service.

“They certainly are a very high-
quality jobber shop,” says Don
Bailey.

The new business has already
received plenty of word-of-mouth
publicity, the owners say.

“It has been our experience that
this level of service is difficult to
achieve in a larger dealership en-
vironment,” adds Lee.

Considering that lease rates in
the Winnipeg industrial area are
not prohibitive, commercial space
is limited, according to Lee.
Unlike an automobile service
shop, which requires a lift or two,
and an increasing amount of com-
puter technology for technical
analysis and adjustment, a diesel
service shop is more cost-effective.

“We had our own personal
tools,” says Klawitter, who adds
that organizational challenges
were the greatest hurdle. “It was a
lot more effort to get started:
more than the cost.”

The economic horizon looks
good for these two neophyte, yet
savvy businessmen, since they are
charging $85 an hour for labour,
which they say is a competitive
rate for the Winnipeg area. ■■
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New Winnipeg repair shop opens its doors

CUSTOMER FOCUS: Business partners Justin Lee and Neil Klawitter say that
operating a  small shop has its advantages.

Hino now offering
UltraShift HV 
CLEVELAND, Ohio – Hino
Trucks will be offering the Eaton
UltraShift Highway Value automat-
ed transmission on its 2009 model
year 268A and 338 truck models,
the company has announced. The
company says the new option will
offer fuel and operational savings
over conventional automatics.
When spec’d with the 268A and
338, Hino said customers will now
be able to enjoy optimum fuel effi-
ciency and simpler maintenance in
Class 6 and 7 applications.

“The UltraShift transmission 
has been designed to be fuel effi-
cient from the start,” said Fran
Duffy, business unit manager,
Eaton’s Light- and Medium-Duty
Transmission Division. “The
UltraShift HV delivers fuel efficien-
cy from about 3 mph and up,where a
conventional automatic wastes fuel
until ‘lock-up’ occurs at approxi-
mately 24 mph.”

To back up those claims,Eaton of-
ficials cited results from an inde-
pendent SAE J1526/TMC Type III
fuel consumption test which com-
pared the UltraShift HV to conven-
tional automatic transmissions. The
tests showed the Eaton UltraShift
HV achieved fuel savings ranging
from 6-19%, depending on duty 
cycle.With today’s diesel prices, that
can amount to a savings of $700 to
$1,300 per year, Eaton officials
claim.

“Hino trucks have gained the rep-
utation for superior fuel economy
and providing owners with a low
cost per mile option,” said Nick
Vermet, senior vice-president, sales,
marketing and customer support,
Hino Trucks. “Adding the Eaton
UltraShift transmission to our line-
up furthers this position and offers
our customers a way to reduce their
overall operating cost.” ■■

Come Visit us at
Booth #1221,
Truck World,
April 17-19th

CAPPED FUEL

www.sunbury.ca

ONTARIO, NOVA SCOTIA, PEI – 45 ¢ per litre

QUEBEC – 52 ¢ PER LITRE

NEW BRUNSWICK – 46.7 ¢ per litre

U.S. – 54 ¢ PER LITRE

Sign On Bonus

We are now hiring for our
Van & Flatbeds Divisions:

• Atlantic Canada Based Owner Operators 
& Company Drivers to run U.S.

• Montreal Based Owner Operators 
& Company Drivers to run U.S.

• Toronto Based Owner Operators 
& Company Drivers to run U.S.

• Log Book Reset at Home

• 2500 to 2800 mile average in 70 hours

Please Call:

Jayne For Ontario & Quebec 
1-877-635-7229

Melanie For Atlantic Canada 
1-888-731-5700

Jason For Company Trucks 
1-800-255-4473
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Feds help fund
tests of emissions
control device
VANCOUVER, B.C. – The 
federal government, EnCana 
and Sustainable Development
Technology Canada (SDTC) are
allocating $5.5 million to test a
NxtGen Emission Controls sys-
tem that promises to reduce PM
by 85% and NOx by 65%.The
system is retrofitted onto trucks
and acts like a catalytic converter
to reduce emissions while also im-
proving fuel economy, NxtGen
Emission Control officials claim.

“This technology is an example
of the kind of forward-thinking
that will help ensure Canada re-
mains at the forefront of clean
technologies that will reduce air
pollution and our greenhouse gas
emissions,” said Gary Lunn,
Minister of Natural Resources.
“The partnership we see here is a
great example of how our govern-
ment is encouraging innovation,
making sure Canadians have the
opportunity to enjoy the full envi-
ronmental and economic benefits
of these technologies.”

The funding will help with the
cost of field trials for the system,
which is compatible with both
medium- and heavy-duty trucks.
Twelve trucks will be equipped
with the system as part of the
project.

“NxtGen looks forward to
working with EnCana and
SDTC as we put our diesel emis-
sion control technology to the
test in real world operations,”
says Jeremy Holt, NxtGen
Emission Controls president and
CEO. “The support provided by
EnCana and SDTC comes at a
pivotal time for NxtGen. The
field trials will enable us to
demonstrate the effectiveness
and reliability of NxtGen’s syn-
gas emission reduction system
for diesel trucks.” ■■

PacLease adds
Canadian locations
BELLEVUE, Wash. – PACCAR
Leasing Company (PacLease) is
continuing its expansion with the ad-
dition of seven new locations in
Canada.

“Our location growth has been
outstanding,” said PacLease presi-
dent Bob Southern. “PACCAR
dealers are looking for more ways to
serve their customers and markets –
and full-service leasing offers that
opportunity. They’re finding cus-
tomers who understand the financial
benefits of leasing premium
Kenworth and Peterbilt trucks, cou-
pled with the value of outsourcing
vehicle maintenance.”

The new Canadian locations are:
• Inland PacLease, 1995 Quinn

Street, Prince George, B.C. V2N
2X2, 250-562-8171;

• Inland PacLease, 865 Notre
Dame Drive, Kamloops, B.C. V2C
6N8, 250-374-4406;

• Bayview PacLease, 315
McAllister Drive, Saint John, N.B.
E2J 2S8, 506-648-0953;

• Bayview PacLease, 10 Gillis
Road, Fredericton, N.B. E3C 2P3,
506-451-2100;

• Bayview PacLease, 33
Rosemount Avenue, Sussex, N.B.
E3E 2R5, 506-433-1784;

• Bayview PacLease, 6 Old Bay
Road, St. Stephen, N.B. E3L 2Y1,
506-465-8555;

• Edmonton Kenworth PacLease,
6101 63rd Avenue, Lloydminster,
Alta.,T9V 3C1, 780-871-0950. ■■

Driver
Medical
Exams

ONTARIO DRIVERS
WALK-IN MEDICAL

CLINIC

21 Queensway West
Mississauga, Ontario

(DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM 
MISSISSAUGA HOSPITAL)

8:30 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.
7 Days a Week

(905) 897-9228
No appointment necessary

$ 60
.00

$ 60
.00

The Webasto Air Top 2000 ST is the most popular and 
affordable choice among fleets, drivers and technicians. The
forced air heater provides “engine off” heat for sleeper cabs
efficiently and affordably.

System Features
•  Immediate 7,000 Btu/h heat output
•  Delivers up to 20 hours of heat on a single gallon of fuel

Clean cooling with engine off
No need to idle, Sleeping Well operates with the engine off
while protecting the environment.

Zero Emissions 
Without the need to run the engine, there is no consumption
of diesel fuel which means no loud idling and zero 
emissions.

Xantrex PRO Inverters are designed for versatility and are
user friendly. Featuring detachable, digital remote control to
display precise inverter, AC source and battery status 
from one convenient location. Built-in transfer switch will 
automatically detect when generator or shore power status
changes to ensure power is always available.

Performance Features
•  1000/1800W inverter powers small appliances and electronics
•  Built-in 15A circuit breaker on AC pass-through
• Digital remote control displays power

output, AC source, battery voltage
•  Moisture resistance

Driver well being, comfort and efficiency
This unit functions with the windows closed shutting out the heat,
humidity, dust, noise and bothersome insects.

Maintenance free 
Refined technology requires no maintenance beyond regular 
visual inspection

•  Compact for easy in-cab installation
•  Smart technology offers consistent heat levels

with exceptionally low amperage draw
•  Automatic heat output controls and 

safety shutdown
•  Variable control
•  Quiet operation
•  C.A.R.B. Approved

Options
•  Engine Heat via Webasto Coolant Heaters
•  Battery Charging via Xantrex Chargers
•  Shore Power Package via CAB Power

Clean Air Heaters (Air Top 2000 ST)

Clean Air Conditioners (SW 950)

Performance Inverters (Xantrex PRO 1000 & 1800)

MAKE YOUR FLEET LEAN AND GREEN
WITH CLEAN COMFORT, THE HYBRID APU
QUIET - CLEAN - RELIABLE - LOW MAINTENANCE

WILSON INSTRUMENTS
43 Crowe Bay Heights, Campbellford, ON

1(877) 467-4440
705-653-2403 • Fax: 705-653-5560

wilsoninstruments@sympatico.ca

NEW 
LOCATION MANWIN ENTERPRISES

15 Wanless Court, Ayr, Ontario N0B 1E0

1-888-823-7611
519-624-4003 • Fax: 519-624-5501

manwin@bellnet.ca

1Canada’s       Truck Exhaust Shop#1

Providing Heavy Duty Exhaust Solutions Since 1982

Exhaust 
System 

Installations 
for All 

Makes and 
ModelsTruck Mufflers 

Coolant Pipes Catalytic Mufflers

For Most Makes
Manufacturing •

Installation • Service

Built to Last

• Y-Pipes 
• Turbo Pipes 

1365 BONHILL RD., MISSISSAUGA  L5T 1M1

(905) 670-0100   1-800-385-8801
www.totalexhaust.com

THE TRUCK EXHAUST PLACE

THE
TRUCK
EXHAUST
PLACE

• Intermediate Pipes

Celebrating
25 Years!
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By James Menzies
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – These are tur-
bulent times for the trucking indus-
try. Soft freight volumes, record
diesel prices and a housing market
collapse in the US have provided a
three-punch combination that has
staggered the industry.

Forecasts from OEMs at the
Mid-America Trucking Show var-
ied significantly, depending on who
you were talking to.

Bill Jackson, Peterbilt general
manager and vice-president of
PACCAR, predicted 2008 Class 8
sales in the US alone will come in
somewhere between 175,000 and
215,000 units. That compares to
322,500 units in 2006, but it could
represent a modest increase from
2007. He also predicted medium-
duty sales in the US will suffer, to-
taling between 80,000 and 95,000
units, which he said is “at the low
end of its traditional range.”

Carsten Reinhardt, president of
ArvinMeritor Commercial Vehicle
Systems, predicted North
American Class 8 sales (including
Canada and Mexico) will be be-
tween 220,000 and 240,000 units 
in 2008.

“You could talk yourself into a
bit of a doom and gloom situation
if you look at gas prices, the hous-
ing starts that are dropping in sig-
nificant numbers and still continu-
ing to drop, and if you look at retail
sales,” Reinhardt said.“We, I would
say, are a little bit more bullish. We

do believe this industry is going to
come back and we do believe we
see signs of sales, production vol-
umes and our results coming back.”

ArvinMeritor agrees that medi-
um-duty sales will continue to fall,
totaling about 165,000 units in
North America this year.

“Some of the trends we see out
there are not quite as positive as 
on the Class 8 side,” Reinhardt
said. Trailers also remain a chal-
lenging market. Reinhardt said
ArvinMeritor expects to see be-
tween 190,000 and 195,000 trailers
sold in North America this year,
“which is considerably down from
guidance we gave before.”

While Mack did not make any
predictions at the Mid-America
Trucking Show, its outgoing 
president and CEO Paul Vikner
admitted the industry downturn
has exceeded the company’s 
expectations.

“We thought the market would
be improving by now,” he admitted,
adding the company sees “no
bright light immediately around
the corner.”

Vikner said the current down-
turn is no longer attributable to the
2006 pre-buy, but rather to eco-
nomic conditions in the US.

Chris Patterson, president and
CEO of Daimler Trucks North
America, agreed the downturn has
surpassed the expectations of his
group.

“While OEMs expected a de-

cline because of EPA07 and the
resultant pre-buy in 2006, we
could not anticipate the extent to
which freight conditions and the
overall economy worsened as the
year progressed,” he said during a
press conference. “The housing
downturn and related mortgage
crisis significantly affected truck
tonnage…Our large fleet cus-
tomers have been severely 
impacted by this weak freight 
environment.”

Patterson pointed out that ACT
Research is projecting a decline in
tonnage for 2008. The research
group recently adjusted its 2008
freight forecast to reflect a 2-3%
decline from previous levels
through the first two quarters of
2008.

Having said all of that, Patterson
said his group predicts a rebound
beginning later this year.

“The economy should be moving
toward recovery by the second half
of the year, but there are clearly no
guarantees,” Patterson said.

FCC Equipment Financing, a
subsidiary of Caterpillar Financial
Services, issue a report at the show
that also painted a bleak picture for
the industry. FCC 2008 Economic
Insight: An Annual Outlook on the
Transportation Industry made the
following observations:

• That the US economy will grow
only 1.5% in 2008;

• That freight will be flat to down

about 1% in 2008;
• That US heavy-duty truck pur-

chases will total about 140,000 
vehicles, mostly for replacement,
slightly up from 2007;

• That demand for mid-range
trucks will drop 10% in 2008;

• And that continued weakness
in the housing sector will decrease
demand for transportation-related
services.

International Truck president Dee
Kapur, was more optimistic. He
said his company has observed an
increase in tonnage and in orders
over the past four months. “We
think it’s time to look at the truck-
ing business again,” he said.

Despite the North American
downturn, global manufacturers
have been able to survive, and in
some cases thrive, by focusing on
emerging markets such as China,
India and Russia.

“If you’re global in nature,
you’ve got the ability to weather a
lot of that,” said ArvinMeritor
CEO, Chip McClure, noting about
half of his company’s business
comes from markets outside North
America.

Joe Mejaly, vice-president, after-
market with ArvinMeritor agreed.
“If you don’t have a global 
footprint, the headwinds we see to-
day in North America would be
significantly more difficult (to
overcome).” ■■
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North American market remains weak for OEMs, suppliers

CAMBRIAN
TRUCK CENTRE

PARTS   •   SALES   •   SERVICE

SALES EVENINGS: MAURICE BELANGER

(705) 524-1031

CAMBRIAN
TRUCK CENTRE

3433 KINGSWAY, SUDBURY, ONT. P3B 2G5 E-mail:  mbelanger@cambriantrucks.com

(705) 560-8661
or 866-242-4026

Fax: (705) 524-2063

AUTHORIZED

DEALER

NEW 2007 WESTERN
STAR TRACTORS

175 HP, Engine Brake, Auto Trans, A/C, P/W, P/D,
AM/FM/CD. Tilt & Telescopic Steering, White.

NEW 2007 STERLING 360 

NEW 2008 STERLING
LT9513 TRI-AXLE
Mercedes 435 HP, Allison Auto Trans., 

20/20/46 Axles, Tuftrac Susp., 21' Bibeau Box. 

• Medium & Heavy Duty Repairs to ALL MAKES •
• Diesel Emissions Testing • Wheel Alignments •

ONLY 4 PRE-EMISSION ENGINES LEFT!

SET BACK AND SET FWD MODELS, Cat 500, DD 515,
Mercedes 450, Engine Brake, 14.6 FA, 46 RA, Air Ride,

40", 68", 82" Sleepers, Pol. Alum. Wheels, Tanks &
Bumper, Broker Pkgs.

NEW 2008 WESTERN
STAR TRI-AXLE
Cat 475 HP, 18 Spd., 20/25/46 axles, 

Tuftrac Susp., Pol. Alum. Wheels and Tanks, 
21' Bibeau Box.

14,000 & 18,000 lbs GVW

Monday-Friday 7 AM to Midnight  •  Saturday - 8 AM to 4 PM

289 Maclean Avenue,
Hartland, New Brunswick  E7P 2K7

(506) 375-4412
Fax: (506) 375-4853

Inquire by e-mail at pcook@valleyequipment.ca

After hours contact:
Warren: (506) 392-7120
Brian: (506) 479-0182

NEW & USED TRUCKS & TRAILERS AVAILABLE

THE MARITIMES’ OLDEST AUTHORIZED UTILITY DEALER

Valley Equipment Ltd.

Large Inventory of
2007 & 2008 Model

Year Utility Trailers on
the Lot Today.

TRAILER BLOWOUT!!!

Check out our NEW Website & our 
complete truck & trailer inventory

www.valleyequip.ca

Sales • Parts • Service • Warranty

We have 8 new 2007 model year trucks with 2004 EPA engines on
the lot at blowout prices including 2 with fire truck spec chassis!

New 2008 model trucks in stock - Large selection!
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By James Menzies
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – During its
press conference at the Mid-
America Trucking Show, Daimler
Trucks North America took aim
at what it referred to as “misinfor-
mation campaigns” and “scare
tactics” about the future of
Selective Catalytic Reduction
(SCR), the technology Daimler
has chosen to meet impending
EPA2010 emissions standards.

“SCR is not some hypothetical,
future technology, as some would
have you believe,” Michael
Delaney, senior vice-president of
marketing with Daimler Trucks
North America, announced. “It is
a technology that has been thor-
oughly tested and proven in real-
world applications.”

He pointed out that Daimler
alone has already placed more
than 100,000 SCR-equipped
trucks into service around the
world. Here in North America,
Daimler and Volvo Group have
both chosen to use SCR to meet
the 2010 emissions standards.
International Truck and Engine,
on the other hand, has opted for
increased use of exhaust gas recir-
culation (EGR) and Cummins has
a foot in both camps – SCR for
mid-range engines and higher lev-
els of EGR on the heavy-duty
side. Delaney said Daimler’s deci-
sion to pursue SCR was based on
the fact “SCR works for everyone.
It works for OEMs, it works for
truck customers and it works for
the EPA.”

“We and most other truck
OEMs like it a lot because it
brings value to our customers
without trade-offs,” he explained.
“We can hit the most stringent
emissions targets and hit our re-
duced fuel consumption targets at
the same time.”

Most notably, Delaney said
SCR allows companies to im-
prove fuel mileage by 3-5% com-
pared to today’s technologies. On
the other hand, he noted “increas-
es in exhaust recirculation, heat
rejection and altered combustion
processes demand trade-offs
we’re not willing to make.”

Some proponents of EGR have
raised questions about the viabili-
ty of SCR in North America.
Daimler officials dedicated the
majority of the company’s press
conference to dispelling some of
those statements.

Will urea be available?

A chief concern about the use of
SCR is whether or not diesel ex-
haust fluid (DEF, or urea) will be
readily available. SCR systems
consist of a separate tank that
houses the exhaust fluid. That flu-
id is injected into the exhaust
stream, creating a reaction that
emits only harmless water and 
nitrogen.

Delaney pointed to Europe to
show availability of urea won’t be
a problem. There, the demand for
AdBlue (the European version of
urea) increased from 55,000
tonnes in 2006 to more than
415,000 tonnes in 2007.
Meanwhile, points of supply have
increased from 200 retail pumps

to about 1,600 in the same time
frame.

In North America, Delaney said
there will be
more than 1,700
points of DEF
supply in the ear-
ly stages of SCR
adoption. “One
would have to
work pretty hard
to run out of
DEF,” he said.

Top-ups are only required every
5,000-6,000 miles, Delaney point-

ed out, so drivers should have no
difficulty in ensuring they have
adequate access to DEF.

Urea – is it toxic?

Delaney also
challenged state-
ments that ammo-
nia, a by-product
of SCR, is toxic.

“Urea is widely
used as fertilizer
for food crops, in

chewing gum and in skin cream
and in many, many other applica-

tions that you touch or consume
every day,” he said.

“It is not harmful to the envi-
ronment, poses no real hazards
when used properly, and it cer-
tainly is not under scrutiny for
government regulation.”

Delaney admitted some ammo-
nia is created during the SCR
process. However, he added “it
exists for just a fraction of a sec-
ond before it is immediately de-
composed again into harmless ni-
trogen and water in the SCR
catalyst.”

He went on to explain an oxida-
tion catalyst is also included in the
SCR system to capture any trace
amounts that happen to escape.

Will it be accepted?

Daimler officials were adamant
that SCR will be embraced by the
North American trucking indus-
try, largely because it can meet
emissions targets while also im-
proving fuel economy.

“There is no disaster looming,”
Delaney insisted. “There is only
opportunity and that opportunity
is taking shape all around
you…SCR will play a major role
in our industry’s future – that’s a
certainty. The toughest remaining
issue is not the technology. And
it’s not the infrastructure. The
only real issue remaining, and the
toughest ground to cover, will be
education.” ■■

Daimler Trucks North America defends its decision to adopt SCR

CLEARING THE AIR: Daimler Truck officials pointed out Europe has adopted
SCR without encountering problems with urea availability. 

‘One would have to
work pretty hard to

run out of DEF.’
Michael Delaney

CHATHAM – Jim Eldridge & Murray Campbell - 877-995-5999
WINDSOR – Keith Campbell - (519) 737-9062
LONDON – Parts Only: - (519) 652-6526
KITCHENER – Larry Pellizzari & Bryan Watson - 800-265-8274
BRANTFORD – Joe Ralph - (519) 717-0814
BURLINGTON – David Palmer - (289) 260-5428
TORONTO & – Scott Mann - (905) 244-1880
EASTERN ONT. Visit our website at: www.transittrailer.com

LODE KING – 48' & 53' Drop Frames and Straight Frames 
– Tandems & Tridems in stock.

are protected with Zinc Rich Primer 
and Dupont Imron Paint

REITNOUER ALUMINUM PLATFORMS
48' & 53' straights and drop decks, tandem fixed,

tandem with front sliders and tridems in stock.

Galvanized:
• Rear Door Frame
• Bolt-On Rear Bumper
• Mud Flap Brackets
• Rail Reinforcement
• Scuffliner and Front Apron Plate
• 22" Special Plate w/Recessed Lip
• Extruded Aluminum Corner Posts
• Channel Cross Members behind Upper 

Plate
• Landing Gear (Supports) & Braces

* 100" Inside Width  * Logistic Posts on 16" Centres
* LED Lights  * Laminated Oak Floor
* 5/16" Thick Coupler Plate
* (3) Screws Per Board Per Crossmember
* (5) Post Front Wall
* Complete Undercoating on the Crossmembers,

Suspension and Slider Rails
* Stemco Platinum Performance System “Plus”

– which includes Stemco Guardian Wheel Seals 
the Pro-Torq Safety nut System, Heavy Duty 
Bearings and Sentinel Hub Cap – with a Limited 
Five Year Warranty

DISTRIBUTOR
FOR:

Standard Trailer Features: 

NEW VANGUARD

VXP PLATE VANS

IN STOCK!

NEW VANGUARD

VXP PLATE VANS

IN STOCK!

Tandems & Tridems
In Stock!

NATIONAL TRAILER CORPORATION

TRAILERS

Check our web site 
www.transittrailer.com

for our Complete Used Trailer Listings

Heavy Equipment Specialist

Authorized Dealer for:

TRAILERS...
The Industries Best...

Visit us at
Truck World
Booth #3643
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MISSISSAUGA, Ont. – Purolator
Courier and Teamsters Canada have
reached a tentative agreement for a
contract renewal for Purolator’s
couriers,package handlers, transport
truck drivers and owner/operators
across Canada.The union’s econom-
ic committee has recommended the
offer to its membership.Ratification
votes will take place across the coun-
try over the next several weeks.

“We are very pleased that a tenta-
tive agreement has been reached
and that the union’s economic com-
mittee has recommended the offer
to its membership,” said Stephen
Gould,senior vice-president,human
resources for Purolator. “With a 
tentative agreement in place,
Purolator’s future looks very strong
and our customers can continue to
ship with confidence knowing they
will receive the same flexible,
responsive service they have come

to expect from Canada’s leading
courier company.”

“Canada Council of Teamsters is
happy that we were able to conclude
a tentative collective agreement
with Purolator. Our economic com-

mittee is recommending the agree-
ment to our membership. We are
committed to working with
Purolator for a successful future,”
said Robert Bouvier, president
Teamsters Canada. ■■

FLEET NEWS

Child found: Check
your posters
TORONTO, Ont. – Child Find
Ontario is asking that all trucking
companies that carry its posters on
their trailers check to ensure any
posters of Alex Gonzalez are re-
moved as soon as possible.

The organization is pleased to
announce that the child has been
found safe and sound.

Replacement posters are avail-
able by contacting Child Find’s
Jody Frame at 800-447-6047,
ext. 230.

Child Find Ontario hosts a pro-
gram that allows fleets to display
posters of missing children on
their trailers. Contact Frame for
more information on how your
fleet can participate. ■■

Purolator Courier inks deal with Teamsters union

NEW DEAL: Purolator Courier doesn’t have to worry about parking its trucks due
to a labour dispute. It has signed a new deal with its union.

Trimac wins top
safety award for
tanker fleets
CALGARY, Alta. – Trimac
Transportation has earned 
the most prestigious award in
the tank truck industry:
The National Tank Truck
Carrier’s (NTTC) Outstanding
Performance Trophy for 2007.

The award is based on an out-
standing performance in both
vehicular and personal safety
and includes the existence of
comprehensive safety pro-
grams, contributions made to-
wards safety in the tank truck
industry, and general highway
safety.

“We have always prided our-
selves on a safety-first focus,”
said Jeff McCaig, Trimac chair-
man. “The NTTC awards are
recognition that we are achiev-
ing that objective. The award
certainly reinforces our core
values.”

“I am very excited that
Trimac is once again the recipi-
ent of the NTTC Outstanding
Performance Trophy,” added
Neil Voorhees, Trimac US 
director of safety services and
security.

“With the opening of our
centralized training facilities,
the focused effort on predictive
modeling, and our efforts in
making Trimac Transportation
the preferred place to work, I
see nothing but continuous im-
provement in our future.”

Trimac was chosen from the
99 largest tank truck carriers in
North America.

The NTTC has four inde-
pendent judges from different
regulatory agencies review 
all entries to select the overall
winner.

Trimac has been a repeat
winner in the highest mileage
category for 10 of the past 11
years.

The Outstanding Performance
Trophy was last presented to
Trimac in 2002.

The award will be presented at
the NTTC annual conference in
New York, N.Y. on May 19. ■■CHANGE OF ADDRESS ONLY
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GREEN BAY, Wis. – Schneider
National has launched a new fuel-
hauling service in the US.

The company has built upon its
experience supplying emergency
fuel during the Hurricane Katrina
recovery and is now entering the
fuel hauling business with a new
service.

Initially, the company will haul
fuel to the Gulf Coast and the 
upper Midwest.

It plans to explore expanding its
service to the Eastern US as well.

“Schneider hauled over 1.5 mil-
lion gallons of diesel and provid-
ed drivers, supervision and dis-
patch services for the Hurricane
Katrina recovery efforts,” said
George Grossardt, vice-president
and general manager of Schneider
National Bulk.

“Within days we were able to
put together a plan to fuel emer-
gency vehicles and secure hard-
to-find diesel storage containers.
After a deeper look into this leg
of the transportation sector,
Schneider realized that offering
this service to customers was the
next natural extension in our cur-
rent transportation offerings.”

In researching the fuel hauling
industry, Schneider found aging
fleets, new environmental regula-
tions and fuel supply capacity is-
sues all affected the industry.

“In a time where moving fuel
efficiently has never been more
important, Schneider will use ex-
perience from 45 years in the bulk
division and its broad enterprise
capabilities to provide fuel haul-
ing in select markets of the coun-
try,” the company said in a 
release.

The fleet has invested in new
tractors for the fuel hauling fleet
as well as specialty trailers.
Company officials also say they
have rigorously trained their driv-
ers on fuel hauling.

“Our training is second to
none,” added Grossardt. “We
train all our driver associates at
our own academies, where we em-
phasize the skills drivers must
possess to safely and effectively
do their jobs. Simply put, the tal-
ent and safety record of our driv-
ers helps give us an edge over oth-
er carriers. And when it comes to
hauling fuel, safety must always
be at the top of the list.” ■■

Conway dialing back speed governors
ANN ARBOR, Mich. – LTL trucking giant Con-Way Freight is reigning in
its 8,400-tractor fleet and restricting speed to 62 mph.

Previously, the fleet had its speed limiters set at 65 mph.The company says
the move is intended to reduce fuel consumption by nearly 3.2 million 
gallons per year while reducing 72 million pounds of carbon emissions.

“Freight transportation,by its nature, is a significant consumer of carbon-
based energy resources.Yet it also is one where if we look creatively at how
we operate the business, we can find and adopt practices that reduce our
carbon footprint and help the bottom line,” said John G. Labrie, Con-way
Freight president. “Fuel conservation and cost savings aside, this speed 
reduction initiative will have the single largest impact on carbon footprint
reduction of any operational or business practice change available to us.”

“I commend Con-way Freight for integrating clean, innovative strategies
and technologies into its fleet operations to reduce energy use and meet its
SmartWay environmental commitments,”said Margo T.Oge,director of the
EPA Office of Transportation and Air Quality. ■■

Schneider National launches
fuel hauling division in the US
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Navistar Canada has announced
that Karen Thomas has accepted
the position of regional parts man-
ager for Canada. Thomas brings 35
years of extensive heavy truck
parts industry experience. Her ca-
reer has progressed through  key
positions including: dealer parts
manager; parts sales manager; and
parts marketing and pricing man-
ager. In her new role, Thomas will
be responsible for leading the parts
sales team, supporting national ac-
count sales in Canada and manag-
ing all parts sales and marketing
initiatives, the company says. She
can be reached at 905-332-2531.

•
Richard Budzyn has been named
account manager with PeopleNet
serving Quebec and the Maritimes.

“We welcome Richard to the
PeopleNet family. His broad expe-
rience and comprehensive knowl-
edge of trucking and of our inte-
grated mobile communications and
on-board computing solutions will
greatly benefit PeopleNet cus-
tomers – current and future,”
PeopleNet Canada president Jamie
Williams said.

Budzyn was previously em-
ployed by Shaw Tracking and prior
to that he worked for several major
truckload and LTL carriers. He will
serve Eastern Canadian customers
in both French and English and can
be reached at 506-854-1330.

•
Navistar Parts has announced Joe
Kory will be joining the company as
vice-president of global distribution
operations. Kory joins Navistar
Parts from Paccar Parts where he
served as general operations man-
ager, responsible for all Paccar Parts
operations in North America.

“Joe will help our team further
improve customer service,” said
Phyllis Cochran, senior vice-presi-
dent and general manager,
Navistar Parts. “With more than a
dozen facilities globally, our distri-
bution network is one of our key
competitive advantages. Joe will
work closely with our team to im-
prove operational efficiency and
effectively manage inventory.” ■■

PEOPLE

www.texisexhaust.com

OPEN SATURDAYS & WEEKNIGHTS

1850 GAGE CRT. MISSISSAUGA

905-795-2838
Fax (905) 678-3030

1-800-267-4740
Canada & U.S. Hotline

Pipes also available for Freightliner,
Peterbilt and Western Star

BUILT TO OUTLAST
OEM PIPES

Available in
Aluminized or
Stainless Steel

RAD COOLANT
PIPES

We have been supplying Parts, Service and Technical Support
to Truck Shops, Dealers and Fleets since the early '80’s.

8 AM - 8 PM FRI
8:30 AM - 3 PM SAT

8 AM - MIDNIGHT
MON - THURS

BR
AM

AL
EA

 R
D.

DREW RD.

TRANMERE DR.

BOYLEN RD.

TE
LF

OR
D 

W
AY

DERRY RD. E.

GAGE CRT.

DI
XI

E 
RD

.

N

E

S

W

407

401

4
1
0

4
2
7

TEXIS

ARE YOU HAVING
PROBLEMS

installing bodies on new chassis because 
of the exhaust system configuration? 

WE SOLVE
THOSE PROBLEMS!

CATALYTIC MUFFLERCUSTOM EXHAUST SYSTEMS DESIGN

SIDE FRAME SADDLE BOXES HEADACHE RACKS 
CAB GUARDS

UTILITY BOXES

Modifications done for new catalytic or 
EGR engines with no EPA Standard loss. INCLUDING 2008

ENGINES!

• MANUFACTURING

• SALES

• SERVICE/FLUSH

• MANUFACTURING

• SALES

• SERVICE/FLUSH

WIDE 

SELECTION

PROFESSIONAL

INSTALLATION

ALUMINUM ACCESSORIES
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
299 Mill Rd., Unit 1510 Etobicoke, ON M9C 4V9

Wally Loucks (416) 626-1794  Fax: (416) 626-5512
Lease To Own

Commercial, Industrial and Residential,
Garages, Workshops, Equipment Storage,

Warehouses, Offices, Quonsets.
BEFORE YOU BUILD CALL OR WRITE

25 Years in the Building Business 
299 Mill Rd., Unit # 1510, Etobicoke On M9C 4V9

Phone (416) 626-1794

TOLL FREE 1-877-743-5888
www.a-ztech.on.ca

B&B BOOKKEEPING
AND TAX SERVICE
***Specializing in Truck Drivers***

“We can save you more than just a drop
in the bucket”.

■ Tax Service
■ G.S.T. / W.S.I.B. Reporting
■ Small Business Setup
■ Bookkeeping and Payroll

519-744-3492
70 DUMART PLACE, UNIT #6

KITCHENER, ONTARIO N2K 3C7

E-mail:
kpenner@trucknews.com
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shower and sleep like a baby through
the night.

As he knelt down to tighten the laces
on his sneakers, Mark glanced up at
Mother Load.

The truck was halfway across the lot
from him, still sitting where he'd parked
it, but something seemed not right about
her. Mark stared at his rig, wondering
what was wrong. Maybe it was his
imagination, but he'd thought he'd seen
the driver's side door swinging closed.

But that couldn't be.
He'd locked the door, hadn't he?
Mark wasn't sure anymore. He stood

up and started walking toward his truck
to check the cab doors before he went
on his run.

And that's when door opened and a
man climbed out of the truck.

"What the hell?"
There was a black case under his left

arm – Mark's collection of CDs – and
Mark suddenly realized he was being
robbed...again.

"Hey!" he shouted. "Hey you!"
The guy froze where he stood, looking

at Mark as if he'd just been caught with
his pants around his ankles.

"That's my truck."    
Unfortunately for Mark, the guy didn't

run like his pants were down. Instead,
the guy turned right and bolted.

Mark gave chase.
"Stop, thief!" he shouted, feeling sort

of silly for saying it, but thinking it was
what people said in these kinds of situa-
tions. But it didn't matter what Mark said
because there was no one around to
hear, or to help him stop this man from
getting away with highway robbery.

It was up to Mark – and Mark alone –
to catch this man and bring him to jus-
tice. Luckily, he was feeling up to the
task. Mark hadn't gone for a run that
day, so he was feeling strong and fresh.
He ran after the thief, determined to
catch him, but careful not to run too
quickly and use up all his energy in the
first 50 yards. 

The guy must have been in good
shape because he was running at a pret-
ty good clip and it was tough for Mark to
gain any ground. And he obviously was-
n't afraid of a long chase because the
guy was running straight out to the high-
way. If Mark paced himself, he'd be
able to close the gap, then overtake him
when the guy finally ran out of steam.

Mark settled into a comfortable jog,
knowing the thief would eventually tire
and slow down. Then Mark could catch
him, maybe give him a little smack-
down, then call for the police to drag his
sorry ass off to jail.

‘I'm doing it,’ Mark thought. ‘I'm go-
ing to catch him!’

Closer and closer, Mark reeled the
man in like a fish on the line. The gap
was getting smaller and smaller. Another
minute and he'd have his hands on him.

Heaven help the guy after that.
A smile appeared on Mark's face. He

was empowered by this experience and
a feeling of strength coursed through his
body. His heart was pumping like a
Detroit Diesel and his lungs were still
strong. With this kind of motivation there
was no telling how far he could run.

Mark was less than 20 yards behind
now. Just a few more seconds...

"You can run," he shouted, surprised
that he still had the energy to say any-
thing. "But you can't hide."

The guy turned his head to look 
behind him...and he smiled.

"I'm going to catch you!" Mark said.
"You won't get away from me."

Again, the guy turned his head
around. "Screw you!"

That got under Mark's skin. It was bad
enough that this guy had stolen Mark's
property, but now he was telling him off
when it looked as if Mark was going to
get him. Maybe the guy had a death
wish, thought Mark. Well, if that was the
case, Mark was willing to oblige him.

The guy looked behind him once
more, the smile still on his face. But in-
stead of taunting Mark, the man slowed
– from a jog to a fast walk.

‘That's it,’ Mark thought. ‘He's giving
up. I've got him!’ 

"Your ass is mine now!" Mark said.
But just then a blue sedan roared past

Mark on the highway. It skidded onto 
the shoulder and before it had come 
to a complete stop the passenger side
door popped open and the thief 

jumped inside. 
Mark heard

the two men 
inside the car
laughing, then
the roar of the
car's engine as it
surged forward.
The car's spin-
ning rear wheels
threw up a cloud
of dust and grav-
el, forcing Mark
to put up his
hands to protect
his face.

By the time the
air had cleared
and Mark could
open his eyes,
the car was little

more than a pair of red lights on the hori-
zon. Another moment and the car crest-
ed a hill and was gone.  

Mark stopped running then, his chest
heaving as he struggled to catch his
breath. He bent forward at the waist,
and put his hands on his knees to keep
himself from pitching over.

When his breathing finally eased, he
stood up straight and turned around to
see how far he'd run. The truck stop was
little more than a spot on the horizon a
mile or so behind him

That was a good run, he thought. And
I nearly had him. But for all the exercise
and clean living Mark had been doing
the past few weeks, none of it helped
him to actually catch the guy. In the end,
he was no better off than he'd been two
weeks earlier.

He'd been robbed then. He'd been
robbed now.

Mark took a deep breath, let out a
sigh, and began walking back to the
truck stop. On the way, all he could
think about was the bacon double
cheeseburger and the super-sized fries
he was going to order when he 
got there. ■■

- Mark Dalton returns next month in another
adventure

The story so far...
Mark has been eating all-day breakfasts at
greasy spoons for months and when he 
finishes breakfast, his pants don't fit him
any more. He pokes a hole in his belt to solve
the problem, but when he heads back to
Mother Load he sees someone going through
the cab. He runs toward his truck to try 
and catch the guy, but he's gassed after a
hundred feet and the thief gets away. 

Mark is feeling fat and out of shape. He
calls up Bud and asks Bud how much he
weighs. Bud had been a star athlete in high
school but since becoming a truck driver had
put 290 lbs on his 5'10" frame. Bud warns
Mark that the same thing can easily happen
to him. Mark decides to do something about
it and goes for a walk after he's parked the
truck for the night.

Mark modifies his diet, cutting out fried
foods and switching to whole grains, fruits
and vegetables. He begins to feel better and
at the end of the work day has enough ener-
gy left over for some exercise. He's also 
become more regular which allows him to
spend more time on the road, affecting his
bottom line…

•
Mark stuck to his diet and exercise regi-
men all the way into Toronto, then kept it
up during the subsequent trip out east.
His new routine also had him checking
into a hotel every few days, but only if
the hotel had a swimming pool and fit-
ness room. He'd always taken things like
that for granted, but now he enjoyed
ending his day with a workout and a
swim in a pool – or even better, a relax-
ing sauna or steam bath. 

And when staying overnight in a hotel
got to be pricey, he would sometimes go
for a swim in a town pool, managing to
get his exercise and shower in for one
low price. It wasn't always easy to fit it
all in, but it was working. In the past two
weeks he'd lost just over 10 lbs – had 
reclaimed one hole on his belt – and
was feeling five years younger.  

Mark was in New Brunswick, on his
way to Halifax when he stopped at the
Salisbury Big Stop. He hadn't done his
laundry in more than a week and this
would be a chance for him to clean his
clothes and go for a run, before continu-
ing on his way.

He tossed his dirty clothes into two
washing machines, one for colours, one
for whites, and loaded each one with
quarters, detergent and fabric softener.
Then, with at least 20 minutes to kill, he
stepped outside, stretched his legs and
prepared himself for a run around the
parking lot. Two laps, maybe three
should do it. Then he'd have a nice hot

By Edo van Belkom
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Mark Dalton
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The continuing adventures of Mark Dalton: Owner/Operator
brought to you by

MICHELIN NORTH AMERICA (CANADA) INC.

Yes, Mark thought, that's how it'll play
out. All of the diet and exercise he'd
been putting himself through the past few
weeks were going to pay off here and
now on this barren stretch of the Trans-
Canada Hwy. Mark would be a hero
and there'd be stories about him in the
paper the next day with a headline that
read: Hero Trucker Goes the Distance.

And that's when the thief began to
slow down.  The distance between them
started to shrink.
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The latest buzzwords echoed
around industry boardrooms
these days usually include
“Market downturn,” “Soft busi-
ness conditions” and “It’s a little
slow these days.”

I prefer the straight-from-the-
hip phrase “Business is down the
crapper.” Of course, when I com-
ment on our business I clean it up
a tad. If I’m talking to the boys in
the corner offices, those conversa-
tions usually start off with “We’re
cautiously optimistic about our
market” and/or “We’re experienc-
ing a market correction.”
Whatever.

If your bottom line has seen
better days, fear not. The majority
of businesses everywhere, no mat-
ter what industry segment they
are in, are experiencing the same
problem.

It has long been acknowledged

that trucking is the first in and the
first out of any market downturn
(notice I used “downturn,” no
matter how bad business may be,
never, never use the  “R” word)!

Years ago, when my good friend
Ted Light was publisher of this
magazine, I recall he came to me
with the news that the trucking
market was going south. “First in,
first out,” he echoed time and
time again over after-work beers.
It was the early 90s and honestly I
didn’t really believe him. At the
time, I was publishing an automo-
tive aftermarket publication and

our business had been full-steam
ahead for years.

In the end, Ted was right. His
crystal ball couldn’t have been
clearer.

The general consensus from
trucking executives at the Mid-
America Trucking Show held re-
cently in Louisville confirmed
that these indeed are turbulent
times.

A combination of soft freight
volumes, the collapse of the hous-
ing market and record diesel
prices has in essence created the
“perfect storm” for bad business
conditions.

Some predict things will start to
turn around towards the end of
this year, while others say we
won’t see things change until well
into 2009.

In the end, all agree the eco-
nomic turn-around will happen.

We will return to better times.
Saying that, eventually they will
be followed-up again by the bad.
It’s the way it has always been and
the way it will always be.

Not all is doom and gloom.
Some global manufacturers are
thriving through developing their
businesses in countries such as
China and Russia. They recognize
the importance of being diverse
and have taken steps not to rely
solely on results from traditional
markets.

I suggest we all take a page out
of their books. Take the blinders
off and be objective. There could
be business opportunities looking
you in the face. ■■
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OPINION

Even in tough times, try to see the glass as half full
Publisher’s
Comment
Rob
Wilkins

– Rob Wilkins is the publisher of
Truck News and he can be reached
at 416-510-5123.
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GET THE MOST OUT 
OF YOUR DEFENSE. $125

CAT REBATE COUPON 
Effective January 1 - December 31, 2008

SUBMIT THIS COUPON WITH A COPY OF THE INVOICE 
SHOWING PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF THE 
FUEL/WATER SEPARATOR AND THE FILTER BASE TO:

Toromont Cat, 
Rebate Processing Centre, 
P O. Box 5511, 
Concord, Ontario, L4K 1B7

A rebate coupon for $125.00 will be sent to you.
Coupon must be redeemed by January 31, 2009

Designed to remove large debris, as well as to separate water from 
fuel, Caterpillar Primary Fuel/Water Separators represent a crucial 
first line of defense. Cat Fuel/Water Separators help maximize the 
life of secondary fuel filters. They offer higher flowrate, with less 
restriction, than the competitor - to provide optimum engine power.  

For C15, 3406E, C13 and C11 customers who replace a Fleetguard 
FS1000 filter with Caterpillar’s 256-8753 Primary Fuel/Water Separator 
and the 280-2698 Filter Base will receive a $125 Canadian rebate.

Keep your on-highway engine up and running to maximize 
your investment!

Available at your Toromont Cat Dealer or Toromont Cat Authorized Truck Dealers. 
*Toromont reserves the right to change or discontinue this special offer at anytime without notification

CATERPILLAR’S FUEL/WATER SEPARATOR

UPON REPLACEMENT OF A FLEETGUARD FS1000 FILTER WITH A 
CATERPILLAR 256-8753 PRIMARY FUEL/WATER SEPARATOR AND 
THE 280-2698 FILTER BASE. 
ELIGIBLE ENGINES: C15, 3406E, C13 OR C11.

Pg 93 TN May v3  4/7/08  1:54 PM  Page 93



May 2008Page 94 TRUCK NEWS

BOWMANVILLE, Ont. – Well, it’s
finally happened. After months of
talking about it, the provincial gov-
ernment has finally put forward a
bill that, if passed, would require all
trucks operating in Ontario to be
governed at 105 km/h. (For the full
story see the cover and related
pages in this issue). Supporters of
the proposed law, like the Ontario
Trucking Association, say that the
province can expect safer roads and
a marked improvement in green-
house gas (GHG) emissions if the
Bill is passed. Drivers, however,
have been split on the issue; some
siding with the environmental/safe-
ty argument,but many others calling
it a violation of their freedom.Truck
News stopped by the Fifth Wheel
Truck Stop in Bowmanville, Ont. to
see which side the drivers have tak-
en after this most recent push for
speed limiter law.

•
John Bortoluss, a driver trainer with
Ontario Truck Training in Oshawa,

Ont. says he sees both advantages
disadvantages to the law, but thinks
that the advantages outweigh the
disadvantages – especially the envi-

ronmental ones. “I think every-
body’s becoming very environmen-
tally conscious these days, if you
look at the success of that Earth
Hour. That’s the way everything’s
going and that’s why we have to stay
with it,” he says.

As for the new drivers he’s been
training, Bortoluss says the industry
is lucky because they don’t know
any better and will embrace the new
rules regardless.

•
Luc Gilgras, a driver with Transport
Doyle out of Saint-Gabriel-de-
Brandon, Que., who has been

locked in at 105 km/h with his com-
pany for the past five years, says he
doesn’t mind being speed limited –
until he has to pass someone.

“If everybody’s at 105, can you
see the line-ups that are going to be
on the side of the road? They should
let people decide for themselves,”
says the veteran of 41 years.

•

Joe Lessard, who has two trucks
with Dingwall Transport in
Cornwall, Ont., isn’t speed limited
by his carrier, but he chooses to
drive 100 km/h anyways.

“I don’t think there’s too many
trucks out there that do 105.They’re
either over or under; (105 km/h is) a
good speed if everybody will obey
it,” he says. However, Lessard notes
that everyone he hears on the CB
seems to be against it.

•

Lorne Canning, a driver with
McLaren Press Graphics based out
of Bracebridge, Ont., would support
the law if passed, but only because
he’s paid by the hour and his long-
haul hours are limited.

“As far as the environmental pro-
tection thing goes it’s an absolute
joke. It’s just because of all the wars
going on the politicians keep en-
couraging it, but it doesn’t mean
nothing,” he told Truck News. “I
think they should let the truck driv-
ers decide what speed they want to
travel. Most of them are safe, when
they’re passing in traffic and stuff
they might be doing 10-15 over, but
none of them are real crazy.”

•
Wes King, a company driver with
LA systems, says that governing
Ontario’s trucks at 105 km/h will do
nothing but tie up traffic.

“When the speed is restricted and
there’s somebody going a couple
miles slower and somebody’s trying
to pass, you’re going to have all the
motoring public cheesed off,” he
says. ■■
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2008 REINKE ALL-ALUMINUM 48' FLATDECKS
A/R, Sliding Winches, Chain Tie Downs, 9,150 Lbs. 

Premium Product.

50 TON & 60 TON FLOATS
CALL NOW FOR

SPECIFICATIONS 
AND PRICING.

(20) 2001-2004 53' MANAC DRY VANS, A/R, Logistics,
Barn Doors, Aluminum and Trans. Roofs, Galvanized Rear
Frames, Excellent Shape. Lease Packages Available In-house.

2008 53' DRY VANS 
Stoughton and Wabash.

In Stock! Available for Sale / Lease.
CALL TODAY!

REVERSE-B TRAIN 
Maximize your Payload!

Moving Fast!

(50) 1994-1996 53' Dry Vans, Fleet Maintained,
Various Makes and Models. 
Lease  to Own for as low as $155.00. per month
OAC.

(20) 2003 Stoughton 53' Dry Vans, Aluminum post and
panel, Air-ride,  Logistics, Barn doors, Translucent
roof, Plywood runner throughout,  Clean, Units certi-
fied ready to work!! 
Lease to own @ $350 per month. OAC.

USED TRAILERS WANTED A/R Dry Vans Large Lots (100-200) • From 1999 to 2004 

(5) 1999 STOUGHTON 28’ SINGLE AXLE PUP
VANS, with Roll-up Door, Translucent Roof, Very,
Very Clean. Hurry, these won’t last! 
Lease to own @ $300/mo. OAC.

(1)2008 Utility 53' Reefer Van w/ the New Carrier
X2 2100 Chrome unit, 53' High cube, e-track, alu-
minum 
polished Durabrite rims, LED light  package, stainless 
front & rear doors & rear door case, alum. duct floor.
Promo unit Priced to Sell!! 
Lease to own @ $1,100/mo. OAC.
(10) 2000 53' MANAC DRY VANS aluminum Post
& Panel,Air-ride, Logisitcs,Trans& alum roofs, Barn
doors, Certified clean units, Priced right!

(50) 2008 Composite 
Plate Van for Lease

Come and see our Demo!

Toronto Head Office Our New Concord Location

IN STOCK 2008 20'- 45' AND 40'- 53'
TANDEMS & TRIDEMS

EXTENDIBLE GOOSENECK CHASSIS 

New Stock 
Ready to Run!

• (5) 40-53' Extendble Tridems 
• (10) 20-40 Heavy Duty

Extendible Tridems
• (5) 20-45' Extendible Tandems
• (20) 20-45' Extendbile Tridems
• (5) Reverse-B Train Sets 

20'-40' HD Slider New Model

All units spec'd 
with 11 R 22.5 Tires,

Hub piloted rims 
& upgraded LED/Chrome 

light package!

BELLEVILLE      (613) 961-5020
DON McINROY (613) 921-3703

TORONTO HEAD OFFICE
1-800-806-7635
(905) 888-6060

KITCHENER    
(519) 895-0888

CONCORD    
(905) 760-7503

www.markhamequipment.com

OTHER EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE
(20) Various Storage Trailers 48' & 53', Clean, White & Dry, Side Doors & Drop Vans Available. We will deliver! 
(50) Container Boxes 20' and 40'. Weather tight for storage. We will deliver.
(2) 2005 40’- 53’ Max-Atlas extendible chassis, tandem, excellent shape.

Trailers sold with Integrity
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Protection You Can’t Afford to Resist.

Corrosion can eat away at your operation. Untreated chips to paint on 
the undercarriage of a trailer can snowball into equipment deterioration 
and increased maintenance costs. But a trailer protected with Great Dane’s
exclusive CorroGuard, with Technology by GatorHyde, creates an impact-
resistant barrier against corrosion. This extremely durable undercoating 
can withstand even today’s more powerful de-icing chemicals, road debris, 
climate fluctuations, and ice and snow, making it the most comprehensive 
corrosion fighting solution available. 

With corrosion a costly threat to trailers, CorroGuard is protection 
you can’t afford to resist. 

A Division of Great Dane Limited Partnership

www.greatdanetrailers.com

CorroGuard
P R O T E C T I O N

A key component of Great Dane’s 
Total Protection Package

NOVA ENTERPRISES LTD.
Truro, NS
(902) 895-6381

LIONS GATE GREAT DANE
Coquitlam, BC
(604) 552-0155

PIERQUIP, INC.
Mirabel, PQ 
(450) 438-6400

Quebec, PQ  
(418) 836-6022

MAXIM TRAILERS
Calgary, AL
(403) 571-1275

Edmonton, AL
(780) 448-3830

Winnipeg, MB
(204) 925-6500

Saskatoon, SK
(306) 657-5600

GLASVAN GREAT DANE
Mississauga, ON
(905) 625-8441

Whitby, ON
(905) 430-1262

Etobicoke, ON
(416) 231-7262
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