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By Jeff Mitchell
WHITBY, Ont. – The truck sat un-
noticed for two days on an access
lane behind a Wal-Mart store.Shop-
pers and workers came and went,

paying no mind to the rig.
It was a humid Friday in June

when police in Pickering,acting on a
report of an apparently abandoned
vehicle, arrived to investigate.

A grisly scene awaited them. Ly-
ing on his right side on the blood-
spattered sleeper bunk, his arms
twisted awkwardly behind his back,

Continued on page 8

Case closed
Three years after an unthinkable crime rocked the trucking community,

justice is served. But there’s no closure for victim’s wife.

NO CLOSURE: Nicole, wife of murdered truck driver Donald Woods, struggles to come to terms with his senseless killing. 
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Maintenance
not just for
equipment

By Julia Kuzeljevich 
MILTON, Ont. – It took two offi-
cial ceremonies to award this
year’s Volvo Trucks Canada 2009
Fleet Maintenance Manager of
the Year, but he finally collected
on all his prizes.

Don Coldwell, district service
manager with Volvo Trucks Cana-
da, announced the name of the re-
cipient, Ben Vandespyker, mainte-
nance manager for Active
Transport at the 46th Canadian
Fleet Maintenance Seminar
(CFMS) on May 28. Vandespyker,
a father of two, was called out of
the country unexpectedly at the
time, and his daughter Lisa accept-
ed a plaque on his behalf.

So Volvo Trucks Canada, and
our WebTV show Transportation
Matters, followed up with Van-
despyker on June 18 as he was
awarded with a commemorative
ring at Active Transport’s Milton,
Ont. facilities.

This official presentation was
followed by a luncheon.

Presenting the ring, Coldwell
noted that mentorship, which he

Winner ‘a good
mediator who
values human
relationships’

Continued on page 17
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This year’s Truck News/Chevron Charity 
Golf Event raised over $17,980 

And fulfilled the wishes of two deserving children!
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What’s inside a
Bridgestone radial?

time

Tires are just the beginning
Bridgestone products and programs save precious time so you 

can invest it where it counts – on growing your business.   Ask your 

dealer or truckstop what else choosing Bridgestone can do for you. BridgestoneTrucktires.com
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Well, this is a first. One of the final-
ists for the prestigious Truck News
Owner/Operator of the Year award
has respectfully withdrawn from the
running due to his disillusionment
with the industry.

Without revealing his name, I’m
going to turn the majority of this
space over to him this month – be-
cause I think he has a very important
message, more important than any-
thing I could write in its place. The
following are some excerpts:

After due consideration I would
like to withdraw from your selection
process. I’m sure you have many
nominees who are more deserving
and worthy of the award.

I have been in the trucking busi-
ness for 31 years.While I enjoy what I
do, the “fun” has gone out of the job.
I’m currently driving an old truck, a
1999 Freightliner with two million
plus kilometres on the clock.

I have no desire to buy a new truck
with all the pollution (controls) on
them, with a big payment for the next
five years and probably burn more
fuel as well.

I’d much rather keep fixing the old
truck and be able to take holidays a
couple of times per year, instead of
working like a slave to make ends
meet.

To my way of thinking, the truck-
ing industry has been declining for
many years now. I feel owner/opera-
tors especially are a dying breed.
We’re expected to do more and more
and get paid less and less. If anything
happens, we’re guilty until proven in-
nocent. The safety rules and regula-
tions seem designed more for collect-
ing fines than for safety. In the event
of an accident there is a hoard of
lawyers ready to pounce like a flock
of vultures.

The new hours-of-service coupled
with electronic on-board recorders
and GPS tracking has removed all
flexibility in the system, while allow-
ing drivers to work 84 hours in sev-
en days instead of the former 60
hours. As far as speed limiters on
trucks go, I set my cruise control for
97-98 km/h, but on the rare occasion
I have to put my foot in it to get
around someone, I don’t need a
computer chip telling me I can’t.

If speed limiters are such a good

thing, why don’t they limit the four-
wheelers too? It would cut down on
street racing and high-speed police
chases, don’t you think? (Newsflash:
trucks are not the problem!) 

I can’t see why any young person
with any options at all would want
to get into this industry, with the pay
rates, the working conditions, and
the lack of respect from John Q.
Public and the politicians being
what it is.

As for myself, I am just putting in
time until I qualify for
early retirement with
Canada Pension. Once I
get that monthly cheque, I
will decide whether to
stay in this industry (un-
likely) or do something
completely different
(probably). So you can
see, you more than likely
have nominees that are
more worthy than I am
for the Owner/Operator
of the Year Award.

The good news is that,
we had no shortage of
very qualified and de-
serving finalists from
which to choose. Join us
at the Fergus Truck Show
on the main stage the

When I was handed the editorial di-
rector’s job of Transportation Media
more than five years ago,I made two
promises to myself, our staff and our
readers: First, that the publications
in our group (Motortruck Fleet
Executive, Truck News, Truck West
and Canadian Transportation &
Logistics) would make every en-
deavour to reach out to readers in as
many innovative ways as possible.

And two, that we would evolve
into a multi-media company capable
of telling a story in the best way for
that story to be told. In other words,
although the print products would
remain our core, we would make
every effort to engage our audience
in ways that went far beyond that.

That has led us on quite a ride in
recent years as we added more and
more features to our Web sites
(ctl.ca and trucknews.com), pub-
lished special supplements on key is-

sues, conducted and shared re-
search, spoke at industry events,
wrote blogs, produced a weekly
WebTV show, put on an annual golf
tournament and organized educa-
tional seminars.And from the atten-
tion these new ventures have re-
ceived, it’s clear you believe us to be
on the right track.

The next stop on this ride is
Twitter. If you are not familiar with
this new form of communication, it’s
basically technology that allows peo-
ple to send short (140-characters
maximum) updates to anyone who
wants to “follow” them.

I have to admit, this new technolo-
gy left me quite skeptical at first.

To begin with, it suffered from
what all these new electronic plat-
forms do: a really stupid name for
anyone over the age of 40 (maybe
even 30). I mean, how serious does
“Twitter” sound to you? I also won-
dered why people would want to
read short bursts that are the equiva-
lent of a couple of sentences.And to
some extent I still think that part is
true. If the 140-character update is
an update on what someone is hav-
ing for breakfast, frankly I don’t give
a damn and never will. And I doubt
any of you would either.

But what if that update was about
some breaking news story and pro-
vided a link to find out more? What
if that 140-character update let you
know before anyone else what some
important industry person we’ve just
interviewed had to say on a key top-
ic? What if it was a heads up that we
will be interviewing a key person
and that we could pose some of your

Get in the loop, stay in the loop

We mustn’t ignore owner/operator concerns
Editorial
Comment
James
Menzies

– James Menzies can be reached by
phone at (416) 510-6896 or by 
e-mail at jmenzies@trucknews.com.
You can also follow him on Twitter
at Twitter.com/JamesMenzies.

– Lou Smyrlis can be reached by
phone at (416) 510-6881 or by e-mail
at lou@TransportationMedia.ca.
You can also follow him on Twitter
at Twitter.com/LouSmyrlis.

Viewpoint

Lou Smyrlis
Editorial Director

evening of July 24 to celebrate this
year’s winner. The bad news is that
this finalist quite eloquently
summed up the frustrations he and
many of his brethren are feeling.
Even some of the best owner/opera-
tors have had enough, it’s not just a
handful of malcontents.

We need to listen to their warn-
ings, before it’s too late. ■■

questions if you send them to us.
It’s a great way to get in the loop

and stay in the loop.As with all new
communication tools, I view Twitter
as an experiment, but I’m betting
you will find it useful. I’ve just start-
ed “tweeting”myself (as have execu-
tive editor James Menzies and man-
aging editor Adam Ledlow). So far
I’ve posted information about a
range of topics from what a senior
economist had to say about the eco-
nomic recovery and what Volvo’s
president had to say about sustain-
able transportation to the latest
trends on transportation rates and
surcharges and Class 8 truck sales.

You can find us at :
Twitter.com/LouSmyrlis

Twitter.com/JamesMenzies
Twitter.com/AdamLedlow ■■

Did you know?
Do green 
concerns influence 
transportation 
buying? 
There is much industry debate
whether the sustainable transporta-
tion practices adopted by leading
Canadian carriers are making much
headway with shippers. Many carri-
ers have complained that although
such practices are making them
more efficient and better able to 
reduce their costs, shippers in gener-
al are not using them to differenti-
ate carriers in their selection
process. Yet sustainable transporta-
tion strategies and practices are
making headway. When selecting a
transportation service provider,

shippers are starting to consider 
environmental factors that reduce
greenhouse gas and air pollutant
emissions, as a survey conducted on
behalf of the Canadian Industrial
Transportation Association indi-
cates. Close to half of shippers 
surveyed said they took environ-
mental factors into consideration

when selecting their transportation
service provider. Close to a third of
shippers said they consider the age
of a carrier's truck fleet in making
their purchasing decision, an inter-
esting point considering many cash-
strapped motor carriers are currently
running some of the oldest fleets of
the last decade. And almost four 

in 10 shippers said they were aware 
of hybrid engine technologies and 
alternative fuels, another area 
motor carriers have been wonder-
ing whether their investments are
being noticed. ■■

When Selecting a 
Transportation Service Provider...

Do you consider any environmental factors that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions?

Do you consider any environmental factors that reduce air 
pollutant emissions?

Are you aware if they use hybrids or alternative fuels?

Do you consider the age of the engines in the carrier’s fleet?

2008 2007 2006 2005
Yes Yes Yes Yes

48% 26% 17% 20%

45% 29% NA NA

38% 53% 33% 40%

30% 32% 28% 25%
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NEW GREAT DANE HIGH CUBE REEFERS

NEW LANDOLL 435 & 410 TILT DECKS

53', TANDEM 35 TON AND TRIDEM 50 TON IN STOCK, HEAVY DUTY
20,000 LB. WINCH, WIRELESS REMOTE, AIR RIDE. TRIDEM 50 TON 
IS FULLY GALVANIZED AND LOADED. TANDEM AXLE 35 TON AND
BEAVERTAILS AVAILABLE

WHITBY
1025 HOPKINS RD.
(905) 430-1262

MISSISSAUGA TRUCK SHOP
5285 MAINGATE DR.
(905) 625-8441

PUTNAM
3378 PUTNAM RD.
1-888-452-7826

ALLISTON
4917 C.W. LEITCH RD.

(705) 434-1423

®

2007 GREAT DANE 53' SSL DRY VAN

53', Tandem Air Ride,
22.5 Tires on Aluminum
Wheels, Stainless Steel
front & rear, Duct Floor,
Armor-Tuff Interior
Lining, Logistic Track,
LED Lights, Thermo
King SB-210 Whisper.

(4) 2009 GREAT DANE 48' COMBO FLATS

2005 GREAT DANE 53' HIGH CUBE REEFER

48', Tandem Air Ride,
10'1" Axle Spread,
11R22.5 Tires,
Aluminum Wheels,
Toolbox, Winches,
Aluminum Floor w/Pull
Up Chain Tie Downs,
Verduyn Rack & Tarp Kit.
Used Only 10 Months!!!

(6) 2001 GREAT DANE 53' DRY VANS
53', Tandem Air Ride,
11R22.5 Tires, Steel
Wheels, Stainless Steel
Front & Rear Doors,
Logistic Posts,
Translucent Roof, 
110" Inside Height,
Certified.

(5) 2003 WABASH 50' TANDEM REEFER

50', Tandem Air Ride, 
22.5 Tires, Aluminum
Wheels, Stainess Steel
Front & Rear, Duct Floor,
Swing Rear Doors,
Bullitex interior Lining,
Thermo King SB-200
Units.

53', Tandem Air Ride,
Low Profile 24.5 Tires,
Stainless Front & Back,
Black Sides, SSL
Interior Lining, 
110" Inside Height, 
100" Inside Width, 
ETR Roof, Vents, 
LED Light Package.

48', Tandem Air Ride, 
Full Deck Tilt Model, 35
Ton Capacity, Hydraulic
Winch, Steel Floor,
Side Tie Doowns, 
Front Headboard, 
Good Condition. 
Safety Certified.

1997 TRAIL KING 48' TILT DECK TRAILER

31', Single Axle Air Ride,
22.5 Tires, Stainless Steel
Rear Swing Dooors,
Curbside Door, Aluminum
Floor, Rear Walkramp, 
Side Work Platforms,
Carrier Genesis 
Multi-Temp Reefers.

(3) 1998 GREAT DANE 31' REEFER PUPS

Phone: (905) 625-5843   • www.glasvangreatdane.com    •    email: mhignett@glasvangreatdane.com

★★★ EXPANDED SERVICE CENTRES ★★★★★★ EXPANDED SERVICE CENTRES ★★★

NEW CHAPARRAL ALUMINUM FLATDECKS

IN STOCK: (1) 48' TANDEM SPREAD AXLE WITH VERDUYN SLIDING TARP
KIT, (1) 53' TRIDEM DEEP DROP STEPDECKS WITH 35" DECK HEIGHT, (1) 53'
TANDEM STEPDECK WITH SLIDING REAR AXLE. ALL TRAILERS ARE 
FULLY LOADED, READY TO WORK.

Call MIKE HIGNETT (905) 625-5843

220 HP CUMMINS ENGINE, ALLISON AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, 100,000
LB. HYDRAULIC 5TH WHEEL, NEW MULTI-PLEX WIRING SYSTEM, AUTO
GREASER, HEAVY HAUL SINGLE AND TANDEM AXLE MODELS IN STOCK.
BUY, LEASE OR RENT. CALL US FOR YOUR TRAILER MOVING SOLUTION.

48', Tandem Air Ride,
10'1" Spread, Low
Profile 22.5 Tires on
Aluminum Wheels,
Aluminum Deck
w/Chain Ties, (1)
Toolbox, (15) Winches,
Front Headboard.

(3) 2001 GREAT DANE 31' TANDEM REEFER PUPS
31', Tandem Axle Air Ride
(Sliding B Train Susps.),
Stainless Steel Tri-Fold
Rear Doors, Curb Side
Door, Aluminum Floor,
Rear Walkramp, Carrier
Genesis Multi-Temperature
Reefer Units. 
Serviced and Certified.

(5) 2008 GREAT DANE 53' SSL DRY VANS
53', Tandem Hendrickson
Air Ride, 22.5 Tires,
Aluminum Wheels, Swing
Rear Doors, Logistic
Posts, Translucent Roofs,
Extreme Duty SSL Interior
Lining, 110" I.H., 100" &
101" I.W. Available.

1999-2006 CAPACITY TJ5000 SHUNT TRUCKS
High Powered Cummins
Engines, Allison 
Auto Transmissions, 
100,000# Hydraulic 
5th Wheel, Auto 
Greasing System, 
DOT Road Legal, 
Some have Fresh Paint, 
Well Maintained!!!

NEW GREAT DANE “SSL” DRY VANS

53', TRIDEM HENDRICKSON AIR RIDE, 11R22.5 BRIDGESTONE TIRES,
POLISHED ALUMINUM OUTER WHEELS, FULL STAINLESS STEEL FRONT
& REAR, EXTREME DUTY ALUMINUM DUCT FLOOR, ARMOR-TUFF 
INTERIOR LINING, HIGH CUBE INTERIOR.

USED EQUIPMENT SALES

1999 TRANSCRAFT 48' COMBO STEPDECK

53', AIR RIDE, 11R22.5 TIRES, ALUMINUM WHEELS, STAINLESS FRONT &
REAR, HIGH CUBE INTERIOR, VARIOUS INTERIOR LININGS AVAILABLE,
ALL COME EQUIPPED WITH LOGISTIC TRACK. FLAT FLOOR ROLL UP
DOOR AND EXTRA WIDE SWING DOOR MODELS IN STOCK!!!

53', HENDRICKSON AIR RIDE, 11R22.5 TIRES, GALVANIZED REAR
DOOR FRAME, ROT-FREE COMPOSITE SWING DOORS, DAMAGE RESIS-
TANT “SSL” INTERIOR PANELS, LOGISTIC POSTS ON 24" CENTRES,
ALUMINUM ROOF. FANCY, BROKER SPEC VANS ALSOO IN STOCK!!!

NEW GREAT DANE TRIDEM “SUPER SEAL” REEFERS

48', Tri-Axle or Tandem
Air Rides, 11R22.5
Tires, Roll Up Rear
Door w/Stainless Steel
Frame, Flat Aluminum
Floor, H.D. Scuff Liner,
Interior Lights, Carrier
Reefer Units (Average
5,000 engine hours)

(4) 2003 GREAT DANE 48' ROLL UP DOOR REEFERS

NEW CAPACITY
SHUNT TRUCKS
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By James Menzies
LANGLEY, B.C. – The recession
has claimed another Canadian
trucking victim: the 2009 National
Professional Truck Driving Champi-
onships. The organizing committee
called off this year’s national event,
which was slated to take place in 
Abbotsford and Surrey, B.C. in Sep-
tember,due to a lack of sponsorship.

“We had such optimism for host-
ing the 2009 event, when we left Ot-
tawa last September. Sponsors were
already committed to support our
event and the venues were in place,”
said Shaun Garvey, chairman of the
B.C. organizing committee.

“Then, the bottom dropped out.
The economic crisis hit everyone
hard: our sponsors, our industry –
everyone was affected. After
months of open consultation with
our national group,hearing what the
other provinces were experiencing
with their provincial events, we had
no other choice but to cancel this
year’s event.”

Meanwhile, the event is facing
challenges even on the provincial
level. The Saskatchewan Trucking
Association cancelled its version of
the truck driving championships al-
together.

“We looked at it long and hard
with our industry, but the consensus
was that many sponsors could not
justify contributing to such an event,

in light of the serious economic
downturn,” said Al Rosseker, STA
executive director. “Even though
Saskatchewan is not fully feeling the
economic slump, our members are
directly tied to moving freight east
and west, north and south. We’re a
bellwether industry;when the trucks
aren’t moving, the economy’s not
moving.”

When the STA found out the
APTA and others would not be
sending their provincial winners to
the national event, the association
decided to pull the plug on its event
entirely.

“It’s an expensive proposition
holding provincial competitions,
then sending a team to the nation-
als,” Rosseker said. “Sponsorship
dollars are drying up. It’s unfortu-
nate, but amassing volunteers, spon-
sors and driver competitors just isn’t
flying right now in an industry that’s
experiencing layoffs, wage freezes
and rollbacks, thin profit margins
and far fewer loads moving.”

The STA is planning on resuming
its provincial event next year, al-
though it may have a different look.

“We’re reviewing how the event
comes together and what it stands
for in terms of promoting driving
safety among our membership,”
Rosseker said.

Quebec also pulled the plug on
its provincial championship and
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contentscontents National driving championships fall victim to economic decline
has rescheduled for 2010.

The Atlantic Provinces Trucking
Association and its counterparts in
B.C.,Alberta,Manitoba and Ontario
each went ahead with their provin-
cial truck driving championships.
However,many jurisdictions noticed
a decline in participation.

The lack of coast-to-coast partici-
pation in the national championship
along with the decline in sponsor-
ship left organizers with no choice
but to cancel the nationals, Garvey
explained.

“With the reduction in sponsor-
ship commitments, we looked at
every option to allow us to continue
with the event this year,” he said.
“When other provinces weighed in,
some were not holding their provin-
cial events; others were not support-
ive of a national competition with-
out attendance from all of the
provinces. We crunched the num-
bers again and again, but each time,
the viability of the event was in
question.We owed the sponsors that
stuck with us, the fleets that send
their drivers to compete and the
drivers that would attend full value
for their dollars. The economics just
weren’t there!”

The 2010 National Truck Driving
Championships are slated to take
place in Manitoba, and organizers
are hopeful the industry will be en-
joying better times by then. ■■

By James Menzies
CORNWALL, Ont. – This convoy
is gaining a lot of momentum.
What began as the brainchild 
of professional driver Rachele
Champagne as she motored down
the 401 one night in a small con-
voy including two other female
drivers, has now grown into a
North America-wide event.

The first all-female Convoy for
a Cure, aimed at raising money for
breast cancer research, garnered a
lot of attention last October after
29 drivers raised $15,000. This
year, Champagne said there will
be three Convoys for a Cure: the
original in Cornwall, Ont. on Oct.
3; another in Edmonton, Alta.,
also on Oct. 3; one in Moncton,
N.B. on Oct. 17; and the first US
version, which will take place in
Dallas, Texas on Oct. 24. (Each
convoy is held in October, which
is Breast Cancer Awareness
Month).

“Convoy for a Cure is going in-
ternational this year,” Champagne
excitedly told Truck News. Each
of the events will have a similar
itinerary and a common goal – to
raise money for breast cancer re-
search.

Word spread quickly after
Champagne’s inaugural campaign
last year, and she’s been ap-
proached by female drivers from
all over, who wish to contribute.

“They’re all doing really well,”
Champagne said of the new or-
ganizers. “I can’t believe how
much energy the girls have and
how they’re putting their own
hearts and souls into this. These

convoys are going to be really
wicked – I can’t wait to see the
end result.”

Kristin McCallum is organizer
of the Alberta convoy. She’s find-
ing out first-hand how difficult 
it is to attract sponsors in an eco-
nomic downturn. However she’s
forging ahead with the event,
regardless.

“It’s going slow so far,” she ad-
mitted. “We’re having some trou-
ble with sponsorship, but we’re
going to go ahead with it regard-
less, just on a smaller scale.”

McCallum hopes female drivers
will ask their carriers to get in-
volved as well and she’s sticking
to her target of 29 trucks and
$15,000 – in line with the results
from the inaugural convoy.

The Alberta convoy will set out
from the Husky Truck Stop in
Acheson, Alta. (at Hwy. 60 and
16) and conclude at the Roadking
Travel Centre in Sherwood Park.
McCallum will be attending the
Pro-Trucker Alberta Big Rig
Weekend Aug. 29-30 to rally up
some support, she said.

The New Brunswick convoy is
being spearheaded by Caroline
Wood.

Back at the Cornwall convoy,
Champagne hopes to double last
year’s participation – from 29
trucks to 60 – and is confident the
funds will also be increased two-
fold, from $15,000 to $30,000 on
this leg alone.

Men can’t drive in the convoy
itself, but they are welcomed to
participate in other ways.

“The only thing the men can’t

do is drive in the convoy; that was
the whole point of this – to have
an all-female convoy,” Cham-
pagne said.“But they can sit in the
passenger seat, they can volun-
teer, help with set-up, barbecue,
clean the trucks. Lots of guys 
participated last year that way.
We always need a hand, it’s a big
event.”

Perhaps the biggest contribu-
tion male truck drivers can make
is to help spread the word about
the event, Champagne suggested.

“The best way anybody can
help is to spread the word. Talk
about it on the CB. Even if it’s
them saying ‘Hey, we should go
because there’ll be a lot of trucker
chicks’,” she joked.

Participants in the Ontario con-
voy will gather at the Fifth Wheel in
Cornwall, Ont. beginning at 8 a.m.
Women will be treated to breakfast
and they’ll gather to clean the
trucks and pose for photos. At
noon, the convoy will receive a po-
lice escort down the 401 to the 730
Truck Stop in Cardinal, Ont.

There, participants will enjoy a
barbecue, draw prizes and hear
from some guest speakers.

Details of each of this year’s
convoys are available online at
www.convoyforacure.com.

Or, you can also catch up with
Champagne at the OBAC booth
at the Fergus Truck Show July 23-
26. OBAC is getting involved in
the program by hosting an OOI-
DA/NASCAR racing simulator at
its booth and offering rides in ex-
change for donations to Convoy
for a Cure. OBAC also promises
to donate $5 of each membership
sold at the show towards Convoy
for a Cure. ■■

Convoy for a Cure continues to roll
Four all-female convoys set to roll
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By Ron Stang
WINDSOR, Ont. – The best news
coming out of Windsor-Detroit over
the past month has been the
Michigan Department of Trans-
portation’s announcement that
Interstate 75 is now open to traffic
near the Ambassador Bridge.

The freeway opened for the July 4
weekend, allowing vehicles to no
longer detour through a snake pit of
city streets.

Still, for incoming traffic from
Canada – including trucks – linking
to the rebuilt six-lane freeway
won’t be any easier, at least until
fall. That’s when new ramps – also
part of the US$230 million border
Gateway project, designed to tie
the bridge directly into freeways
like I-75 and I-96 open.

Gateway has been the most ex-
pensive road reconstruction proj-
ect in recent Michigan history. It’s
also among the most controver-
sial.

That snake pit of detours could
be likened to the politics that
have entwined the project, mostly
in the US but with some Canadian
input.

At the crux of the conflict has
been the Ambassador Bridge, the
company that controls traffic
along the 80-year-old, four-lane
span.

The bridge has filed suit against
the Michigan government, which
in turn has sued the bridge.
The bridge has also sued the US
government over a planned new

border crossing down river, which
would be publicly-owned.
Meanwhile the US Coast Guard,
the lead agency overseeing a plan
by the bridge to build a second
span beside the existing one, has
ordered a halt to construction.

All this has some questioning
whether improvements in the
flow of border traffic, which have
been on the drawing board for
years, will be delayed further. But
bridge president Dan Stamper
told Truck News he’s confident
elected representatives will step
in to “mediate” and the issues
“will get satisfied fairly quickly.”

The bridge is suing Michigan for
a “fundamental breach” of an
agreement to support the compa-
ny as a partner in Gateway, in-
cluding building the second span,
which will replace the existing
one. It says Michigan did that by
“pursuing another competing”
crossing, the Detroit River
International Crossing (DRIC)’s
public bridge. DRIC is a consor-
tium of the Michigan, Ontario, US
and Canadian governments. It
says DRIC will “steal” up to 75%
of the Ambassador’s lucrative
truck traffic, 98% “at certain
times.”

The Michigan Department of
Transportation, in its suit, alleges
the bridge made unilateral
changes to its plaza as part of
Gateway. These include lack of
construction of an overhead truck
ramp leading to freeways, and

building a pier that would lead to
the second span, dubbed the
“ramp to nowhere.”

The company in May also filed
a lawsuit against the US trans-
portation department for joining
in DRIC. It said the public bridge
would come ashore in an impov-
erished area of southwest Detroit
and “sacrifice a predominantly
low income, minority racial com-
munity in Detroit to avoid im-
pacting a predominantly middle
income, majority racial communi-
ty in Windsor.”

Meanwhile, the US Coast
Guard last month suspended the
bridge’s application to build the
new span over construction issues
raised by Michigan.

“It’s not a cancellation,” Coast
Guard spokeswoman Lisa Novak
said, but the bridge cannot resume
construction “until these matters
are resolved.”

Stamper said the overhead
truck ramp wasn’t built because
the company acquired land un-
derneath, but there will still be a
dedicated ramp “as it was de-
signed.”

The pier or ramp to nowhere
actually leads to the new span,
Stamper said. The same exists on
the Canadian side, where a ramp
dead ends near water’s edge.

Windsor politicians are also up-
set about the bridge’s new span,
saying it will dump more traffic
onto city streets and destroy part
of a neighbourhood.

BorderBorder

Multiple lawsuits filed as border bridge battle drags on

TMTankmart International

Unit 8263 – Fruehauf 9200 US gallon, alum. 4 compart-
ment MC-306 tandem petroleum tanker, overhauled in our
shop, new B620/HM-183 test, ready to work. Call

Pumping Unit for street flusher, 6 cyl. Perkins diesel c/w
Berkeley 3" pump, very good condition, ready to mount on
your street flusher. $7500.

Unit H-302 – 2001 Tremcar 1600 cu. ft. alum. cement
quad, recent new frame paint & safety, 60x60x95 spread,
air ride. Call

New Remtec 57,000 liter 6 compartment DOT-406 
petroleum quad, 6 compt, has all options, Avail. early
September Call Now

www.tankmart.com

Unit 8021 – 1995 IH 4900 Water Truck DT-466 
engine, 6 spd with 11,500L alum. 1 compt tank , set up with air
operated gravity valve, new safety, very clean truck. Call

Unit 238 (tank only) 13,000L alum. 1 compt non code
tank, excellent water tank. $10,000

Unit 8375 – 1999 Tremcar 8,500 gallon DOT-407 
insulated S/S quad axle chemical tanker, 316 SS barrel, heat
pad, 72"x72"x99" air ride susp., alum.discs, very good
11R24.5 rubber, new HM-183 inspection. Call

New 2009 Remtec 61000L 5 compartment DOT-406 
petroleum RTAC B Train. Fully loaded. Call

Unit 8409 – 1994 Paron 2800 cu. ft. Michigan spread
alum. pneumatic, air ride, rear fill lines, very clean, new safety,
excellent plastics or flour tank. Call

New 2009 Tankcon 6300 i.g. DOT-412 fiberglass tridem, In
Stock, Hurry.

Unit 8413 – Technova 38,000L insulated S/S 2
compartment sanitary tank. Inexpensive water tank, new 
safety. $22,900

OAKVILLE BRANCH
Call Kevin Brown, Tony Jelicic

1-800-268-1456
(905) 465-1355
Fax: 905-465-3780

MONTREAL BRANCH
Call Ron Laberge, Bob Kavanagh, 

Camille Pettinato
1-800-363-2262
(514) 323-5510

Rental Units and Service 
at both Branches

CANADA’S LARGEST TANK TRAILER DEALER – Over 200 New & Used Tank Trailers for Sale, Lease or Rent

Unit 93802 – 2005 Tremcar 7200 usg insulated S/S
DOT-407 chemical tandems, excellent specs, in test, recent
safety, from major fleet, have had excellent maintenance,
also 5 other identical 1999/2000 models. Call

Feature Unit of the Month

In Stock

Distributors for REMTEC, TREMCAR, J&L TANK INC.  SALES – SERVICE – PARTS

Selection of 1994/1995 Remtec 38,400L, air ride hot
product quads, ready for the asphalt season. Call

Selection of 4-54000L Aluminum 1 compt., quad axle
waste water or sludge tanks. All have baffles, choice of 6"
or 8" rear discharge valves, air ride susps., new safety cer-
tification, ready to work, call for detailed specs and pricing.

NEW ON

ORDER

NDP MP Brian Masse called
the bridge’s buying up of nearby
homes “block busting” and said it
shows the bridge company
“shouldn’t be trusted with anoth-
er border crossing.”

Windsor Mayor Eddie Francis
said bridge management should
have been “more conscious of
community needs.”

The bridge still needs to com-
plete a Canadian environmental
assessment and provide a master
plan for its Customs plaza.

Stamper believes adequate in-
formation has been provided and
disputes there would be traffic
disruption.

“Building a new six-lane bridge
is just going to make less queuing
and more efficiency by taking ad-
vantage of the FAST and NEXUS
policies that government has set
up,” he said.

Meanwhile, both Francis and
Masse allude to an announcement
soon on construction of the
Canadian DRIC Customs plaza.
“We’re weeks away from finaliz-
ing a transaction with the federal
government for the plaza and the
bridge location,” Francis said.

Still in dispute is the Canadian
access road. The city wants more
of it tunneled, to protect neigh-
bourhoods. The province, which
calls the road its “most significant
single highway” at a cost of $1.6
billion, has proposed 11 overpass-
es for a total of 1.8 km of tunnel-
ing over nine kilometres. ■■

pg 07 tn aug  7/15/09  9:16 AM  Page 7

http://www.tankmart.com


was 35-year-old Donald Woods, a
bear of a man, his body covered by a
blue sleeping bag.

The cause of death was obvious:
Woods had been shot in the back of
the head. A forensic pathologist
would find the shotgun blast had
been administered point blank, exe-
cution style.

The refrigerated trailer had been
shut down and was empty.

The discovery, made on the after-
noon of June 23, 2006, was an utter
puzzle.

As they traced his final move-
ments, homicide detectives with the
Durham Regional Police would
learn Woods had left Montreal two
days earlier with a load of air-chilled
chicken bound for the Greater
Toronto Area. It appeared the theft
of the chicken, valued at $40,000,
was the motive for the brutal killing.

The homicide cops would follow
that stolen cargo to food processors
in the Toronto area.They would also
focus on a truck stop off Hwy. 401 in
Belleville, about 90 minutes east of
Toronto, where Woods was last
known to have been.

And they would travel to Montre-
al where they were welcomed into
the home of Paul Cyr, a burly, heavi-
ly tattooed,convicted killer who had
been released on parole five years
earlier. A team of detectives and
uniformed officers would spend
countless hours tracking Cyr’s
movements, testing the statement
he’d made that he’d had no contact
with Woods the night he went miss-
ing. The investigative trail would ul-
timately lead them right back to
Montreal.

•

Donald “Donnie”Woods was a born
trucker, falling in love with the road
in his teens. The hum of pavement
beneath his tires would become the
underlying soundtrack of his life.

“It was what made him happy,”
said Nicole Woods, who married
Donnie in 2001 after a courtship be-
gun at a backyard barbecue at her
sister’s house. “As much as it frus-
trated him, it made him happy at the
same time.”

“He liked to be his own boss,”
Nicole added.“He liked to be on his
own and do his own thing, to set his
own hours.”

Of course, the lifestyle had its
drawbacks. He was on the road
more than he was home. He’d grab
what time he could with Nicole and
Alex, the stepson he treated as his
own child. Donnie would drop in
whenever he could at the family
home near Athens, Ont., outside
Brockville, and on occasion Nicole
would make the half-hour trip into
town to meet him when he’d pull off
the 401 for a brief visit.

They made their own family time.
Alex, now 16, travelled frequently
with his stepdad; together they visit-
ed all 48 states of the continental US.

Nicole would ride along, too. A
smile played on her lips when she
recalled riding along as Donnie
drove west to Calgary, then due
south to Laredo, Texas. They took
five weeks, wending their way
through the deep south. Donnie
took his time, diverting the rig
along back roads, always in search

of a view of the Gulf of Mexico.
“That was the best trip I think I’ve

ever been on,” Nicole said, her gaze
far away.

But for the most part theirs was a
relationship defined by time and dis-
tance.The last time Nicole saw Don-
nie, in the parking lot of a Brockville
supermarket on the night of June 21,
2006,he loaded her vehicle with four
damaged boxes containing dozens
of frozen Tim Horton’s muffins.

“I laughed at him,” Nicole said.
“There were hundreds of muffins. I
said, ‘What am I going to do with all
these muffins?’”

Donnie promised to call Nicole
before he bedded down for the
night. It was going on 11 p.m. when
he called, telling her he was pulling
into the 10 Acre truck stop in
Belleville. He said he was thinking
about meeting up with a guy from a
Montreal trucking firm who had of-
fered him a job: Five days a week,
day-time runs, for good money. No
more lengthy absences. Sleeping in
his own bed at night.He was serious-
ly considering the offer.

“It was his dream job,” Nicole
said.

She would remember the phone
call and the name of the company –
JC Drivers – when  Durham police
called to tell her the husband she’d
spent two days frantically searching
for had been found murdered in
Pickering.

•

The investigation into Donald
Woods’ murder was headed up by
Durham police detectives Dave
Henderson and Mitch Martin, two
seasoned cops who have seen their
share of violent death.

The homicide had all the hall-
marks of a planned and deliberate
killing. Woods appeared to have
been abducted; police found plastic
tie wraps in and around the truck –
one of them bore traces of the vic-
tim’s blood and DNA – and his
wrists were bruised, suggesting,
along with the odd positioning of his
arms, that he had been bound. The
nature of the fatal wound indicated
the killer had placed the shotgun
muzzle against the back of Woods’s
head and pulled the trigger – an exe-
cution.

And there was the missing cargo,
which gave cops a viable working
motive of robbery. But who would
coldly kill a man for a few thousand
dollars worth of chicken?

“This was truly a whodunnit,”
Henderson said.

Police made public appeals for
tips in the baffling killing and
fanned out across the GTA and be-
yond, attempting to track the pil-
fered chicken.

It was Nicole Woods, though, who
got the police looking east to Mon-
treal. She told Martin and Hender-
son about the job offer from JC
Drivers and Donnie’s planned
meeting in Belleville the night he
disappeared. In mid-July of 2006
Martin travelled to Montreal to
question Jacques Cyr, owner of the
company. He could shed no light on
the mystery but told Martin his
brother Paul, a driver for his com-
pany, knew Woods.

Martin phoned Paul Cyr, left a
message, and just minutes later got a
call back. ‘Come on over,’ Paul Cyr
said.‘I’ll tell you what I know.’

The interview was taped in Cyr’s
kitchen with two cops, Cyr, his wife
and the family dogs crowded around
the table. On the tape Paul Cyr
sounds amiable and cooperative.
Yes, he told Martin, he knew Don
Woods, and yes, he had talked to the
man about a job.

But he said he hadn’t seen Woods
the night of June 21, 2006.

Martin confronted Cyr with what
would become a valuable piece of
evidence: Security cameras at the 10
Acre truck stop caught Cyr there
that night, at the same time Woods
had pulled off the highway.

“From what I can see, you guys
were there at the same time,”Martin
said.

“He never talked to me,” Cyr
replied.

Cyr continued his denials of in-
volvement even as Martin asked di-
rectly if he’d played any role in the
killing.

At one point Cyr mused, “Who
wants to die for a box of chicken?”

The goodbyes at the end of the in-
terview were cordial.But Martin left
determined to check out Cyr’s story.

Police already knew plenty about
the then 49-year-old Cyr. He’d been
convicted of second-degree murder
in the 1987 stabbing of a Toronto
man in a botched drug robbery and
was released on parole in 2001 after
serving 14 years in prison. But that
record didn’t automatically put Cyr
any higher on the cops’ “sliding
scale” of persons of interest, Hen-
derson said.

Rather, it was when they checked

into Cyr’s movements the night of
the killing that doubt was cast on his
claims of innocence.

Police interviewed GTA food
processors who said they’d dealt in
June of 2006 with a man named Paul
who promised them fresh chicken at
a low price. Phone records placed
Cyr in the vicinity of one of those
processors – he phoned 19 times ear-
ly in the morning of June 22, 2006.

Other evidence put Cyr in loca-
tions connected with the killing and
the selling of the cargo.

In late October of 2006 the
Durham detectives travelled once
more to Montreal. This time they
came back with Paul Cyr in hand-
cuffs.

Nicole was grabbing a bite at a
McDonald’s in Kingston with Alex
when the call came that an arrest
had been made. She fell to her
knees, weeping, as the other diners
looked on, incredulous.

•

Cyr’s trial for first-degree murder
occurred in Whitby over two
months in May and June this year.
The Crown presented what it ad-
mitted was a circumstantial case.
But when he made his final sub-
missions, prosecutor Jinwon Kim
urged the jury to look at the total-
ity of the case against Cyr. The
only logical inference to draw
from the puzzle was that Cyr
robbed and killed Donald Woods,
he told them.

It took jurors just a day to return
with a verdict. On June 30 they pro-
nounced Cyr guilty.As the tense mo-
ments before the arrival of the jury
crept by Nicole sat on a courtroom
bench, visibly trembling. When the
word “guilty” was uttered she broke
down, sobbing.

At a sentencing hearing two days
later Superior Court Justice Bryan
Shaughnessy pronounced the oblig-
atory term of life with no parole for
25 years, but added he’d be recom-
mending that Cyr, now a two-time
killer, never be released.

Paul Cyr, silent and inscrutable
throughout the trial, spoke out at
last: “I didn’t kill him,” he suddenly
said, his deep voice reverberating
through the cavernous courtroom.

Onlookers sat in stunned silence.
“The jury thought otherwise,” the

judge shot back.
“I didn’t kill him,” Cyr said again,

louder this time.
The judge ordered silence. Cyr

spoke no more. He was handcuffed
and led away.

The climactic moment in the
courtroom drama left Nicole feeling
empty; there is little satisfaction to
be had, conviction or no conviction.
It’s just over for now, that’s all.

“Everybody says I have closure
now,” she said. “Really? Do I have
closure?”

She thought for a long moment as
she gazed at an enlargement of a
photo booth image of her and Don-
nie, smiling goofily. It was taken long
ago, in Montreal.

Finally, she sighed.
“There is no closure,” she said. ■■
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Cover StoryCover Story

Investigators work tirelessly to build case against accused killer

– Jeff Mitchell is a crime reporter
based in Oshawa, Ont. After cover-
ing the entire trial, he wrote this arti-
cle exclusively for Truck News.

Continued from page 1

FATAL STOP?: Surveillance videos placed accused killer Paul Cyr at the 10 Acre
truck stop in Belleville at the same time Woods was there. However, Cyr told 
investigators he didn’t talk to Woods at the truck stop. Photo by Jeff Mitchell
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TORONTO 
2332 DREW RD., 

MISSISSAUGA, ONT. L5S 1B8
Call: Murphy Barton, Vince Cutrara, 

Jon Drohan, Bruce Gair, 
Rob Moorehouse, Todd Warren

John Gwynne – Long Term Leasing

905-678-1444
Fax (905) 678-1566

MONTREAL
1100 RUE COURVAL, 

LACHINE, QUEBEC H8T 3P5

Call: Yvon Fortin, 
Bruce MacDonald, Mario Perrino,

Michel Pouliot, 

514-633-5377
Fax (514) 633-6488

ACTION
TRAILER SALES

TANDEMS/TRIDEMS 
• AIR RIDE

DROP
DECKS

In Stoc
k &

Arriv
ing

Daily UTILITY 53' x 102" x 13'6"
DRY FREIGHT VANS

13,180 Lbs.
110" Door Opening

53' x 102" HIGH CUBE REEFERS, 1071⁄2" I.H. FRONT, 1091⁄2" I.H. REAR, 981⁄2" I.W. RECESSED 
“E” TRACK, H.D. DUCT FLOOR, STAINLESS FRONT & REAR, VENTS, LED LITES – 

WEIGHT 12.155 LBS. (STANDARD MODEL) H.D. INTRAAX AIR RIDE SUSP. ALUM. WHEELS.

HENDRICKSON AIR RIDE SUSPENSION, LOGISTIC SIDE POSTS – ALUM. OR TRANSLUCENT
ROOF AVAILABLE, STAINLESS REAR DOOR CASE, 12" CORRUGATED STEEL SCUFF LINER, 

24" STEEL THRESHOLD PLATE. PRICED RIGHT!

13,180 Lbs.
110" Door Opening

TRIDEM HENDRICKSON AIR RIDE SUSPENSIONS ON 6' AND 6' SPREADS' FRONT AXLE
STEERING LIFTABLE AT 100" (MICHELIN SUPER SINGLES), SIDEPOSTS ON 12" C/L, 

H.D. PANELS, TOP & BOTTOM RAILS, QUAD DOOR LOCKS, 24' x 12" MAIN FRAME BEAM IN
BAY AREA, WELL SPEC’D FOR HEAVY LOADS.

Stainless steel radius corners, rear doors, wing plates &
rear bumper. Hendrickson air ride suspension, 1124.5
tires on aluminum wheels, I row  recessed “E” track,

clean, well maintained and Priced Right!

(10) 2004 GREAT DANE 53' REEFERS,
CARRIER STEALTH XTC UNITS

Thermo King Magnum units, Pre Painted black side panels,
stainless radius corners,front panels, wing plates and rear

doors, front and rear vents, Hendrickson air ride suspension,
aluminum wheels, 1 row recessed “E” track, extra lites.

(2) 2007 UTILITY 53' x 102" REEFERS

Hendrickson air ride suspension with 6' and 6' spreads,
stainless rear doors, overlays, door hardware and

bumper, 16" aluminum scuff liner quad door lock rods,
heavy duty flat floor, Armortuf side walls,

1 row recessed “E” track, Michelin XZE 22.5 tires.

(5) “New” 53' TRIDEM UTILITY 
REEFER VANS

10' spread on Neway air ride suspension, aluminum
wheels, 24 pair of recessed chain tie downs, 12 winches &

straps in sliding track, aluminum storage box,
exceptionally clean unit.

Pre-painted white side panels, 6' spread sliding tandems,
steel disc wheels, aluminum roof with Plywood lined 

ceiling, swing rear doors ... Priced to move!!
Air ride suspension, logistic side posts, swing rear doors,

all in good to excellent condition.

(12) 2003 THRU 2007 VARIOUS MAKES OF 
53' VANS - DRY FREIGHT VANS

10' spread on Neway air ride suspension, aluminum
wheels, 24 pairs chain tie downs, 12 winches and straps

in sliding track, 4’ aluminum headboard, aluminum 
storage box. GREAT SHAPE.

CARRIER ULTRA UNITS, STAINLESS FRONT PANELS, RADIUS CORNERS & REAR DOORS, 
FRONT AND REAR VENTS, HEAVY DUTY FLAT ALUMINUM FLOORS, 

1 ROW OF RECESSED “E” TRACK, 46K HENDRICKSON AIR RIDE SUSPENSION, 
ANTI DOCK WALK, ALUMINUM WHEELS, STAINLESS BUMPER, WELL MAINTAINED UNITS.

www.actiontrailersales.com

ALUMINUM 
COMBO FLATS

CONESTOGA ALUMINUM “EAST” 48' FLAT
DECK - DECK WITH 2007 CONESTOGA KIT

(5) “New” 53' TRIDEM UTILITY 
REEFER VANS

(2) 2007 UTILITY 53' x 102" REEFERS

UTILITY 3000R

(4) “NEW” UTILITY 53' “QUAD AXLE” 
DRY FREIGHT VANS

(100) 1997 TRAILMOBILE “PLATE” VANS

(4) “NEW” UTILITY 53' “QUAD AXLE” 
DRY FREIGHT VANS

UTILITY 53' x 102" x 13'6"
DRY FREIGHT VANS 

UTILITY 3000R

(10) 2004 GREAT DANE 53' REEFERS,
CARRIER STEALTH XTC UNITS

(12) 2003 THRU 2007 VARIOUS MAKES OF 
53' VANS - DRY FREIGHT VANS

(100) 1997 TRAILMOBILE “PLATE” VANS

“EAST” ALL ALUMINUM FLAT DECK(2) 2007 UTILITY 53' x 102" 
DRY FREIGHT  VANS

(50) 2005 UTILITY 53' REEFERS(50) 2005 UTILITY 53' REEFERS

In Stock &

Arriv
ing Daily

“EAST” ALL ALUMINUM FLAT DECK

Pre Painted black side panels, stainless radius corners,
front panels and diamond pattern rear doors, front and rear
vents, aluminum roof, logistic posts, Hendrickson air ride

suspension, aluminum wheels, EXTRA CLEAN.

CONESTOGA ALUMINUM “EAST” 48' FLAT
DECK - DECK WITH 2007 CONESTOGA KIT

(2) 2007 UTILITY 53' x 102" 
DRY FREIGHT  VANS

ALUMINUM 
COMBO FLATS

TANDEMS/TRIDEMS 
• AIR RIDE

DROP
DECKS

NEW AND USED SALES • RENTALS 
• LONG TERM FINANCE LEASE • FULL MAINTENANCE LEASE 

• FULL SERVICE SHOP PROVIDING MAINTENANCE AND PARTS

OVER 200 USED REEFERS IN OUR YARD . . . READY TO ROLL!!
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SARNIA, Ont. – The Ontario
Trucking Association (OTA) is
warning that construction may cre-
ate traffic chaos on Hwy. 402
through Sarnia, after local politi-
cians rejected a proposal to amend
noise by-laws to allow construction
to occur during off-peak hours this
summer. The proposal had the sup-
port of OTA, local businesses and
the Bluewater Bridge.

However, since it was rejected by
city council, the OTA warns that
most of the construction will now
take place during the daytime,
when commercial and tourist traffic
is at its highest. The OTA’s fear is
that traffic chaos will ensue on the
approach to the second busiest
commercial border crossing be-
tween Canada and the US.

The association has appealed to
the city to keep at least two lanes of
traffic open as much as possible
during peak travel periods.

About 2,000 to 3,500 trucks pass
through the crossing each day.
Reducing the stretch to one lane
could create major backups, the
OTA pointed out in a letter to
Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley.

“We recognize that residents are
going to be inconvenienced one
way or the other, but in our view
the impacts from forcing all con-
struction to be done during the day
will far outweigh the downsides of
night-time work,” said OTA presi-

dent, David Bradley.
He said truckers will do their best

to avoid the Bluewater Bridge
crossing, but many don’t have a
choice.

The OTA also raised concerns
about the potential of rear-end col-
lisions as motorists come upon
slow-moving traffic.

“We don’t want to be alarmist
but we’ve worked hard with the lo-
cal police, the OPP, the Bluewater
Bridge and the city to reduce the in-
cidence of rear-end collisions –
some of which were fatal – that had
occurred in large part due to ex-
tended line-ups of vehicles waiting
to cross the border. Unfortunately,
by leaving MTO with no option but
to conduct its work during peak
traffic periods we are concerned
that safety could be compromised
again,” said Bradley. ■■

BorderBorder

OTA warns of “traffic chaos” near
Sarnia crossing this summer

THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Identify potential risks ahead of time.
The truck insurance specialists at Hallmark

can show you how.

To discover how to become more profitable contact:
Steve Hughes, The Hallmark Group

1-800-492-4070 ext. 286, shughes@hallmarkins.com 
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Across 
1. Carriers’ rolling stock
4. Irritating CB-radio noise
9. Palindromic competition vehicle (4,3)

10. O/O component
11. Unit of measure on Canadian pumps
12. ‘99-’06 Mack model
14. Freight-cost component, perhaps (4,9)
17. Moncton-based carrier
19. Applied grease and oil
22. Carries cargo
23. Traffic-stopping shape
24. “Keep the ____ side down”
25. Hell’s ____, outlaw-biker bunch

Down 
1. Freight-terminal workhorse
2. Disney theme park near Orlando
3. Smokeys’ signed souvenirs
5. Truck mechanic’s investment
6. Affirmative words on cop-car radio (3,4)
7. Tire-sidewall scuffer
8. Truck-stop facility, frequently (7,4)

13. One-way-out streets (4,4)
15. On the road, in other words (2,5)
16. Farmer’s preferred pickup, perhaps (4,3)
18. Camel convoy’s desert rest area
20. Assembly of two or more axles
21. Carpet type in ‘60s hippie van

© 2009 M
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WE CAN HELP YOU
STEER YOUR BUSINESS
AROUND THESE TOO.

INC

866-927-8294
For more information call

Petra Voelker  

C.U.T.C.

Trucking
madeSimple

Trucking
madeSimple

• Canadian Licensing
• FMCSA (ICC Authority)
• DOT Registrations
• IFTA Registrations
• Fuel Tax Reporting
• Unified Carrier Registration
• PARS/PAPS/ACE
• Corporate Registrations
• Regulations
• IRP Registration
• Bonded Carrier Status

Call Travis

416-679-0053 
1-866-817-0053

Industrial Radiators
Heavy Truck Radiators
Charge Air Coolers
A/C Condensers
Diesel Fuel Tank Repair

2115 Codlin Cres., Etobicoke, ON  M9W 5K7

MON-FRI 8-7  
SAT 8-3

Sunday by appointment only

SAME DAY 
SERVICESERVICE

PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY
PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY CROSS 

CANADA 
SHIPPING

CROSS 
CANADA 
SHIPPING

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

4 Hour Drive-In Service (most 
models)

Canadian Industrial &
Truck Radiators Inc.
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LEAVE IT TO BEAVER

33 OAK POINT HIGHWAY 
WINNIPEG, MB  R2R 0T8

(204) 632-9100

TOLL FREE 
1-888-388-6586

Beaver Truck Centre 
has been named the 

2008 Volvo Trucks 
Canadian Dealer of the Year!

It’s the third time the dealership has
won the prestigious award.

33 OAK POINT HIGHWAY 
WINNIPEG, MB  R2R 0T8
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By James Menzies
SUMMERSIDE, P.E.I. – With an
objective to tackle climate change,
it’s little wonder the trucking in-
dustry caught the attention of en-
vironmental group the Bedeque
Bay Environmental Management
Association (BBEMA).

However, rather than condemn-
ing the industry for its contribution
to greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions, the organization decided to
work with the industry to host 
its very first Fuel Management
Workshop and discuss ways truck-
ing companies can reduce their 
environmental footprint.

With the help of the P.E.I.
Trucking Sector Council, the
group staged a full-day workshop
May 7 to explore various ways
truck fleets can reduce their fuel
consumption, thus lessening their
emissions. Speakers included:
Oscar Telechea of Shaw Tracking
who discussed how to use technol-
ogy to measure the impact of fuel-
saving devices and driver training;
Jeff Bryan of Jeff Bryan Transport,
Tom Easson of Easson’s Transport
and Jean St. Onge of Midland
Transport, who all took part in a
panel discussion on reducing idle-
time and speed; Yvonne Mallet of
Midland Transport, who along
with Easson and Mike Hopper of
Armour Transportation, talked
about driver training; and Bryan,
St. Onge, John Brown of J.E.
Brown Trucking and Hopper, who
helped navigate the maze of add-

on equipment and technology
that’s available.

In many cases, it was an instance
of the big, successful motor carri-
ers sharing their best practices
with smaller truck fleets which
may not have the resources to test
fuel-saving techniques and tech-
nologies themselves.

“This was our first foray into
trucking,” Sue Doiran, HDDV
fleet management coordinator
with BBEMA, told Truck News.
“It’s not a great time for the truck-
ing industry, we know that. But it
was a great fit and we had great
partners, including all the mentor
companies that worked on the
project and were willing to take
time out of their busy days and
were more than willing to share
their experiences.”

Smaller fleets in attendance
benefited from the real-world ad-
vice shared by industry power-
houses, Doiran pointed out.

“These companies provided
truthful accounts of real-life expe-
riences, information that compa-
nies greatly valued and needed be-
fore making the decision of
implementing costly changes into
their businesses,” she said.

The entire spectrum of the 
trucking industry was represented,
from the giants like Armour
Transportation right on down to 
individual drivers and owner/oper-
ators. Participants came from across
the Maritimes and even as far west
as Ontario, according to organizers.

The event also featured a small
trade show – or Technology
Showcase – highlighting fuel-sav-
ing devices. However, Doiran
pointed out “We didn’t want to
push the technology, we wanted to
focus on education and first-hand
experiences.”

Central to the Technology
Showcase was a demonstration of
EPA2010-compliant trucks and
engines, which are virtually smog-
free. At the end of the day, how-
ever, Doiran said the main mes-
sage was that driver education is
the most effective way of improv-
ing fuel economy and reducing
emissions.

“The biggest factor in relation to
the whole fuel management issue
was unanimous and repeated itself
throughout the day, and this was
educating the driver,” she said.“As
great as technology is, the greatest

Marine Atlantic
reinstates fuel
surcharge
ST. JOHN’S, Nfld. – It was nice
while it lasted, but the fuel sur-
charge relief provided by
Marine Atlantic on trips to
Newfoundland since April has
come to an end.

The ferry service, which re-
views its fuel surcharges quarter-
ly, has added a 6% surcharge on
trips between North Sydney and
Newfoundland.

The surcharge was at 9% until
April when it was removed alto-
gether. Last year as fuel prices
peaked, the ferry provider was
charging a fuel surcharge of over
25%. The latest surcharge took
effect July 17. ■■

EastEast

Maritime fleets tackle fuel consumption, GHG emissions impact we can have is to make the
driver more efficient. The truck
that he drives is just the tool that
he uses. It is the operator at the
end of the day that is going to de-
cide and control how efficiently he
is going to operate the tool.”

The event was deemed a success,
and the BBEMA says it plans to
continue working with the truck-
ing industry to promote environ-
mentally-friendly transportation.

“We hope to do it again,” said
Doiran. More info is available 
online on the Fleet Managers
Workshop page of www.bbema.ca.
Doiran says the Web site will 
receive continuous updates. ■■

FOCUS ON FUEL: East Coast fleet
managers gathered recently for the
first Fuel Management Workshop
hosted by an environmental group.

TANKERS + TANKERS TANKERS + TANKERS
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By Carroll McCormick
MONTREAL, Que. – Transports
Quebec has announced that as of
July 1, trucks built after Dec. 31,
1994 that do not have their speed
limiters set to 105 km/h face fines
ranging from $350 to $1,050.

Control routier Quebec assures that
the read-only device officers will
use to check compliance cannot
modify engine control module
(ECM) information.A grace period
where warnings will be issued for
non-compliant trucks, with seven

days to comply, expires July 31.
Those unversed about the speed
limiter topic can follow links from
the Transports Quebec Web site to
six reports on the Transport Canada
Web site.

Transports Quebec has also an-
nounced a $45 million government
aid program to improve energy 

efficiency in the transportation of
goods, namely, new technologies
in trucking, marine and rail. On an
unrelated note, QTA is holding a
government-industry colloquium
on the transportation of danger-
ous goods on Oct. 7. Go to its 
Web site (www.carrefour-acq.org)
to register. ■■

QuebecQuebec

Quebec shows flexibility with speed limiter law
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STIRLING, Ont. – Organizers of
the Stirling Truck Show have
deemed the event a success, despite
poor weather, and say they’ll re-
turn on Father’s Day weekend next
year June 18-20.

This year’s event featured show
trucks, a pit crew challenge, a circle
check, an indoor and outdoor trade
show, a show’n’shine, a light show,
seminars and the memorial high-
way tribute.

There were also musical per-
formances by Ally Howatt, Lazy
John, On Tap and Luke Mercier.
Children were also entertained
with bouncing castles, a carousel,
sand pits with toy trucks and a rock
climbing wall.

Attendees were also well-fed,
thanks to a wine and cheese meet-
and-greet and a turkey dinner
sponsored by Choice Reefer
Systems.

Taking home the People’s Choice
Award at the show’n’shine was

Brent Pecarski. Other winners in-
cluded: Gordon Speers, best O/O
working tractor with sleeper; Paul
Wilson, best O/O working tractor
without sleeper; Pecarski, best 09 or
newer company working tractor
and best chrome; David
Everingham, best 09 or newer O/O
working tractor; Than Vermilyea,
best O/O multi-axle and best trac-
tor-trailer combination – owner/op-
erator; Rick Hudson, best company
multi-axle; Ray Vincent, Best 07-08
working tractor; Shawn Andrews,
best 05-06 working tractor; Brett
Akey, best 02-04 working tractor,
best tractor-trailer combination –
company and best interior; Randy
McNichol, best pre-02 working
tractor – cabover; Dan Prentice,
best pre-02 working tractor – con-
ventional; Paul Davidson, best vin-
tage highway tractor; Bob Archer,
best working tractor-dump trailer
combination; Neil Molenaar, best
working tractor-train combination;
Stan Morrow, best professional
show/flagship truck; Ray Sexsmith,
best dump truck; Phil Hall, best big
rig tow truck; Rick Millar, best re-
stored pick-up; Dana Sliwa, best
custom pick-up and best pick-up;
Ranlyn Transport, best fleet – five
or more trucks and best light show -
fleet;Ajaib Samra, best light show –
single; and Carey Wojtasik, best
light show – combination.

For a complete list of
show’n’shine winners and to see
pictures from the event, visit
www.stirlingtruckshow.com. ■■

OntarioOntario

Mark Dalton
Owner/Operator:
Meet the author!
FERGUS, Ont. – Edo van Belkom,
author of the popular Mark
Dalton: Owner/Operator series in
Truck News, will be attending the
Fergus Truck Show.The author can
be found at the Natural Resources
Canada booth (Booth M34), where
he’ll be signing copies of Mark
Dalton: SmartDriver and handing
them out free of charge.

The book follows Dalton on a
cross-country run as he attempts to
solve a murder mystery while also
picking up a few tips on fuel effi-
cient driving. The Fergus Truck
Show will be held July 23-26 at the
Fergus Fairgrounds. ■■

Truck World
dates announced
TORONTO, Ont. – Truck World
2010 will be held Apr.15-17 at the
International Centre in Toronto,
organizers have announced. It’s
expected to draw a crowd of
20,000 people and will be held
over 300,000 sq.-ft. of floor space,
according to show organizers.

Truck World will feature a
‘Green Route’ which made its
debut at ExpoCam. The Green
Route is designed to highlight
exhibitors whose products are
good for the environment.

Pre-registration before March
31 is $10 and entry will cost $20
at the door. For more info, visit
www.truckworld.ca. ■■

MILLIONTH CUSTOMER: Bob Rouleau (with sign), a professional driver from
Kingston, Ont. stopped by the Hamilton Petro-Pass for fuel and left with much
more. Rouleau was the one millionth registered customer to fuel up at the station,
which has been in business for 10 years. As he went inside to pay for his fuel, 
employees surrounded him and presented him with a number of gifts including a
$400 GPS system from Barjan and a $100 pre-paid fuel card from Petro-Canada.
He was then paraded outside where a ‘Trucker Day’ customer appreciation 
barbecue was already underway. Petro-Pass agent Terry Stray (in background
with bag) said more than 20 truck drivers were given prizes and about 300 
drivers enjoyed a free lunch to mark the occasion. “Thank-you to my loyal staff, 
customers and suppliers who helped us with this event,” said Stray. “We look
forward to serving the next one million customers.” Photo by James Menzies

Lousy weather can’t dampen spirits in Stirling
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said helped him in his own career,
was a prominent theme in Van-
despyker’s nomination.

“He is described as a caring,
generous, reliable, fair mediator
with a good ability to listen,” Cold-
well said of Vandespyker.

Volvo Trucks Canada sponsored
the award, but did not participate
in the selection process.

An independent judging com-
mittee composed of trade journal-
ists and past recipients of the
award conducted this task.

“Well, it’s an honour, especially
at my age, to get it. Finally it was
my turn so I was quite happy. I
didn’t expect it,” said Vandespyk-
er. He thanked everyone involved
in his nomination, and when asked
for the most important trait of a
good maintenance manager, Van-
despyker stressed that it’s the hu-
man relationship aspect.

“How to deal with people is the
most important job of any manag-
er. You can tell people what to do
and make them do it. But you can
ask people to do it and it has more
result than telling them to.”

To qualify for the award, the
nominee’s fleet must be located in
Canada, must own and operate a
minimum of 25 Class 8 vehicles,
and must perform a minimum
80% of repairs and maintenance
at the fleet’s facilities. The nomi-
nee, meanwhile, must be a Canadi-
an resident with a minimum of
five years’ fleet maintenance ex-
perience, three of which must be
as a full-time maintenance manag-
er, superintendent, or director.

Vandespyker, a long-time 
member of the Automotive 
Transportation Service Superin-
tendents’ Association, currently
oversees a fleet of 175 tractors
and over 400 trailers across three
different Active Transport facili-
ties, in Milton, Mississauga and
Buffalo, with the bulk of the work
at the Milton facility.

He came to Canada in 1957, and
has been working in maintenance
since 1949, beginning as a mechan-
ic. He has been at Active Trans-
port since 1999 and prior to that
role worked in various mainte-
nance and operations roles at
D&W Forwarders and TNT,
among other companies.

Active Transport specializes in
long loads and heavy hauls, which
means that spec’ing trailers for
these loads is an important part of
Vandespyker’s job.

“We do over-dimensional loads,
we haul lots of bridge beams, on
trailers that are 48-80 feet long.
Spec’ing is one of the main issues
in maintenance. First of all we
make sure that they can do the
load, (with regard to the) amount
of axles, longevity of the equip-
ment, proper brake systems, and
weight distribution. We recently
spent a whole day at the scales
spec’ing the proper angling for
double T’s that had to be legal
both in Michigan and Ontario,” he
told Truck News.

“We also rebuild our trailers in
our own shop – we paint them on a
five to seven year cycle.”

He said that running double
trailers means double the price. So

longevity is important.
“We still have trailers from ’79.

We also rebuild the crossmembers
and repaint, and they’re good for
another 10 years. We switched
most of our trailer axles to grease
seals, and we use new tires and re-
caps on all the trailers,” noted Van-
despyker.

He also oversees the company’s
training programs, and is currently
working with seven apprentices,
who start out as greasers/oil
changers at the facility and move
on to comprehensive apprentice-
ship training.

“We have been very successful;
most of the kids are staying here
and you can teach them the way

you want to teach them,” said Van-
despyker, noting that the company
works on an ongoing basis with
government apprenticeship pro-
grams.

He stressed that “all of the peo-
ple are part of a good mainte-
nance facility” and that “it’s really
a team effort. It’s probably the
same in coaching. If I’m not here
it still goes on, but if they’re not
here, nothing happens,” said Van-
despyker of his maintenance staff.

Quite often, he said, Active
Transport will put on courses on a
Saturday morning, keeping staff
abreast of new developments and
issues.

“At the dealerships they get

schooling but in a fleet you have
to develop your own training so
we call in the truck people and
they give a little bit of a course. It
really helps us,” said Vandespyker.

He said that training for me-
chanics is now so complex com-
pared to the “old days,” when you
could fix a truck with a hammer
and a chisel.

This complexity means that not
all maintenance is done in the
shops anymore.

Yet at the same time, examina-
tions for apprentices require them
to have widespread knowledge,
and to obtain 70% scores, for
questions and issues they may
never have come across.

“Most of the kids have to go in
three to four times, they get ques-
tions that they can’t answer be-
cause the shops can’t train them in
all the items they encounter. Some
will never work on A/C, for exam-
ple. It’s very hard to train in every-
thing because it’s become so spe-
cialized. Some shops do nothing
but hydraulics. Even in the school,
courses may not be deep enough
to cover what is now required,” he
noted.

In his spare time, that’s to say in
between phone calls from the fa-
cility, Vandespyker plays a bit of
golf and breeds miniature donkeys
and labs on his hobby farm.

“It’s a hobby, keeps you busy.
Donkeys are like big dogs. They
follow you around,” he noted. ■■
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Maintenance Manager of the Year is a people person
Continued from page 1

PEOPLE-ORIENTED: Ben Vandespyker of Active Transport was named the
Canadian Fleet Maintenance Manager of the Year. Photo by Adam Ledlow
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Two important permitting re-
newals come due at the end of
August. The confusing part is they
have similar acronyms: Heavy
Vehicle Use Tax (HVUT) and
Highway Use Tax (HUT). The
HVUT is a US federal tax admin-
istered by the Internal Revenue
Service while the HUT is a New
York State program.

If you operate in the US or in
New York specifically, be ready
for these filings this month. Those
of you running your own show
will need to get organized to file
your HVUT and/or HUT returns
either yourself or through an ex-
perienced, professional permit-
ting service. Those of you who are
with a carrier should be aware
that these taxes will be paid this
month and the costs may be
charged to your broker settle-
ment, taking a bite out of your
take-home pay.

No one gets into trucking be-
cause they love to file tax returns.
But it’s one of those chores that
simply has to get done – and done
right. Here’s what you should
know about your HVUT and
HUT obligations:

US HVUT

HVUT is assessed annually on
heavy vehicles operating on pub-
lic highways in the US at regis-
tered gross weights equal to or 
exceeding 55,000 lbs. The fee 

depends on the gross taxable
weight of each vehicle. If the gross
taxable weight is from 55,000 to
75,000 lbs, the HVUT is $100 plus
$22 per 1,000 lbs over 55,000 lbs.
With a few exceptions, a commer-
cial vehicle with a gross taxable
weight of 75,000 lbs or more will
be assessed the maximum HVUT:
$550 per year.

The current HVUT renewal pe-
riod begins July 1, 2009, and ends
June 30, 2010. You must file Form
2290 and Schedule 1 (available at
www.irs.gov) showing all vehicles
going into the US that are regis-
tered in your name and have a
taxable gross weight of 55,000 lbs
or more. The due date for the re-
newal is Aug. 31. You must file re-
gardless of your business struc-
ture, ie. individual, limited liability
company (LLC), corporation, or
partnership.

Form 2290 must also be used
during the year to update your
fleet if you add or delete units. In
fact, every time a new vehicle is
added to your fleet you must sub-
mit a new filing adding it by the
last day of the month after it joins.

Let’s say you buy a new taxable
vehicle on Jan. 3, 2010, and start
using it right away. You must file
another Form 2290 reporting the
new vehicle by Feb. 28, 2010,
adding it to the remainder of the
July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010 period.
You’ll pay a pro-rated amount
based on the number of months
until the June expiry. Based on
this example, the fee would be
US$229.17 to cover the five
months.

Last year the IRS brought in a
new filing restriction that requires
all carriers filing a return report-
ing 25 or more vehicles to file
their returns electronically.

No more paper filing for you
folks.You’ll have to hook yourself
up with an approved tax filer to
do this.

New York HUT

New York State’s HUT is a
weight-distance tax, computed
based on the number of miles
travelled on public highways in
the state (excluding toll-paid por-
tions of the New York State
Thruway) at a rate determined by
the weight of the motor vehicle.

HUT permits expire every
three years.

Most carriers operating in New
York have Series 19 HUT permits,
which were supposed to have ex-
pired in December 2008. But New
York had troubles with its online

renewal system so the state ex-
tended the Series 19 expiry date
to Nov. 30, 2009.

However, the renewal applica-
tion and the $15 per vehicle fee
must be in New York’s hands be-
fore Aug. 31.

This year you have two ways to
renew, either through the now-
functioning online process (called
OSCAR) or by mailing in a paper
Form TMT-2. New York has been
sending letters to everyone regis-
tered with an HUT account with
renewal instructions and a pass-
word to use OSCAR. You’ll need
this password to log on and set
yourself up.

Since June 1, 2009, any new
HUT requests have been given
Series 20 permits which do not
need to be renewed. In fact, the
Series 20 permits we’ve seen have
no expiry date. Presumably,
they’re good until at least
December 2011.

Regardless, remember the HUT
permit is not required to be car-
ried in the truck. At a roadside in-
spection, the licence plate or VIN
will be used to confirm that the
truck is registered.

For more information, visit
www.tax.state.ny.us.

Problems paying 
in US funds

Unfortunately, paying these re-
newals with a cheque may pose a
problem for Canadians. Actually,
paying any US-based tax accounts
with a cheque may be a problem.
We’ve been advised by our bank
that some US banks will not 
accept cheques from Canadian
banks even though the funds are
in US dollars.

Some of our clients have had
trouble filing electronic payments
with the IRS because the funds
were coming from US-dollar ac-
counts at Canadian banks.

The best way to ensure payment
is to obtain a US-based bank ac-
count or to pay with US-fund
bank drafts and money orders.
We’re watching this closely: if
you’re having payments ques-
tioned or rejected in the US be-
cause they’re drawn from a
Canadian bank, I’d like to hear
about it.

Finally, if you use an outside
service for mileage and fuel tax
reporting, make sure your
provider understands your needs
as a Canadian carrier and can sit
down with you or your tax compli-
ance manager personally to
streamline the fuel and mileage
tax reporting process.

With more trip sheets, fuel
statements, toll receipts, and other
information being collected elec-
tronically, it’s a good time to re-
view how to minimize costs and
exposure to risks associated with
non-compliance. ■■

– Scott Taylor is vice-president of
TFS Group, a Waterloo, Ont., com-
pany that provides accounting, fuel
tax reporting, and other business
services for truck fleets and own-
er/operators. For information,
visit www.tfsgroup.com or call
800-461-5970.
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Just three days after Ontario began
hard enforcement of its speed-
limiter law, a story appeared in the
Toronto Sun titled Truckers
Association Backs Speed Limiters,
wherein Ontario Trucking
Association (OTA) vice-president
Doug Switzer refers to opponents
of the legislation as civil libertarians.
The passage reads, “Some inde-
pendent driver-owners he (Switzer)
called ‘civil libertarians’ object,
much as many drivers fought seat-
belt and motorcycle helmet laws.”

Switzer’s dismissive remark –
while scorning those of us who are
concerned when government abus-
es its power and interferes unduly
with the lives of its citizens – high-
lights two fundamental fallacies that
proponents of the law have been
putting forward from the get-go.

The first is that it’s primarily “in-
dependent driver-owners” who op-
pose this law. Nothing could be far-
ther from the truth. Most of the
trucking industry – single-truck
owners and fleets large and small –
including many who already gov-
ern their trucks, find this kind of
purposeless government meddling
odious.

The second misleading notion is
that objections to the law are frivo-
lous and unfounded, and centre on
the desire of “some operators…to
make faster deliveries,” as Switzer
states in the Sun article. Hogwash!
That’s a fairy tale that’s been foisted
on vote-hungry politicians and a
truck-shy public for the past four
years by the champions of this inde-
fensible government mandate.

Not only is it insulting, it’s just
plain dangerous, because it diverts
attention and public debate away
from the very serious flaws in the
law.

And the flaws are legion, ranging
from compromised safety, question-
able environmental benefits, trade
and competitiveness concerns, and
some not insignificant enforcement
issues. There’s nothing new here.
The problems were identified early
on by OBAC and others, and the
Transport Canada studies back up
many of our concerns.

But our most serious concern is
that governments will not – or can-
not – answer the most basic of all
questions – the one that any self-re-
specting civil libertarian would ex-
pect responsible lawmakers to con-
sider before they spend dime one of
taxpayers’ money.

Why,with trucks among the safest
vehicles on the road, with most
fleets and owner/ops already man-
aging speed for economic reasons,
and with commercial vehicle en-
forcement regimes so cash-strapped
that they can’t do their existing jobs
properly, have the governments of
Ontario and Quebec rammed
through an unenforceable law? 

Well, get out your fairy tale 
book. Remember the tale called
The Emperor’s New Clothes? You
couldn’t find a better metaphor for
the speed limiter enforcement
scheme our lawmakers have
cooked up.

As Hans Christian Andersen tells
the story,an Emperor is conned by a
couple of scoundrels who promise
him a fine suit of clothes made from
beautiful cloth that is invisible to
anyone too stupid or incompetent
to appreciate its quality.

The Emperor can’t see the (non-
existent) cloth, but pretends he can,
for fear of appearing stupid. All his
minions, of course, do the same.

The device Ontario and Quebec
are using to enforce the ludicrous
speed limiter law is much like our
beloved Emperor’s fancy new duds.
The gizmo, called Ez-TAP and
made by an Indiana-based company
called XscapeEz, shows enforce-
ment officers only that the road
speed limit is active and set to 105
km/h. But so what? That setting by
itself doesn’t limit the actual speed
of the vehicle. For that, you need to
consider other parameters like axle
and transmission ratios, and tire cir-
cumference.

In other words, the road speed

limit setting means nothing if the
other parameters are not set accord-
ingly. The truck could be capable of
travelling faster, and inspectors
armed with Ez-TAP will never
know it.

Sort of defeats the purpose,
doesn’t it? 

MTO admits that Ez-TAP is an
interim solution – chosen to speed
up the verification process at a rea-
sonable cost – but what exactly are
we enforcing here? 

Certainly not Reg. 396/08 which
requires that “all aspects of a…vehi-
cle’s computer system or systems,
computer programs, components,
equipment and connections that are
capable of playing a role in prevent-
ing a driver from increasing the
speed of a commercial motor vehi-
cle beyond a specified value shall be
in good working order.”

The only way this law can actually
be enforced is by a full interrogation
of the engine’s ECM, which re-
quires licensed copies of the various
OEM’s frequently updated soft-
ware, and would delay trucks for in-
spection for 45 minutes or more – in
other words, cost-prohibitive in
terms of both money and human re-
sources.

Going through the charade of
hard enforcement is akin to our
Emperor parading through town to
show off his new “clothes.” Many of
his subjects were hesitant to admit
that they couldn’t see the new
clothes because they were afraid to
appear stupid. It took one small,
guileless child to say what everyone
else was already thinking: “the

Emperor is naked.”
So I’ve got a message for

Emperor Jim Bradley. ’Fess up that
you’ve make a mistake and put a
stop to this speed limiter enforce-
ment charade. Ez-TAP and other
doodads won’t do it. And given the
enormous cost of proper enforce-
ment, any move in that direction
would squander resources that
could be better used to actually im-
prove highway safety and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

It’s an undisputable fact that light
vehicles are the worst speeders on
Ontario’s highways, and it simply
defies logic to limit truck speeds as
a means of solving the problem of
excessive speeding. Our call has al-
ways been for more rigorous en-
forcement and stiffer penalties
aimed at the real offenders – a much
better use of government resources
than targeting the safest vehicles on
the road.

And about that parade through
town to show off the Emperor’s new
clothes? On the first day of hard en-
forcement in Ontario, an OPP offi-
cer, armed with the mighty Ez-TAP,
was busy pulling over trucks coming
out of the Flying J at Napanee.
While the officer was diligently
checking trucks that were going, say
5-10 km/h, traffic was whizzing by
not 100 feet away on the 401 at up-
wards of 120 km/h. Darn tootin’ I’m
a civil libertarian. ■■

– Joanne Ritchie is executive direc-
tor of OBAC.Anyone for charades?
E-mail her at jritchie@obac.ca or
call toll free 888-794-9990.
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By David A. Kolman
SACRAMENTO, Cal. – Once
again, the California Air Resources
Board (CARB) has delayed the
compliance deadline for meeting
emissions standards from transport
refrigeration units (TRU).
Enforcement of in-use performance
requirements for TRU engine mod-
el years 2001 and older will now
commence Dec. 31, 2009.

The compliance deadline was
originally Dec. 31, 2008. However,
that was postponed until July 
17, 2009, as a result of the US
Environmental Protection Agency’s
delayed approval, which was grant-
ed Jan. 16, 2009. CARB provided a
six-month enforcement grace period
to allow carriers additional time to
pursue compliance methods.

CARB says it is extending the
compliance deadline to Dec. 31,
2009 because as the close of the
grace period approached, it became
clear that several thousand TRUs
were not in position to comply by
mid-July.The reasons for this includ-
ed: lack of timely action by TRU
owners; higher costs for compliance
than originally anticipated; some
retrofit systems not becoming avail-
able until May 2009; tightening of

credit; and longer lead times for de-
livery of systems.

The regulations, Airborne Toxic
Control Measure (ACTM) for 
In-Use Diesel-Fueled Transport
Refrigeration Units (TRU) and TRU
Gen Set and Facilities Where TRUs
Operate, use a phased-in approach
during the next 13 years to reduce
diesel particulate matter (PM) emis-
sions from TRUs and TRU genera-
tor set engines that operate in
California.

Any carrier operating a TRU
within California must comply with
the in-use performance standards,
regardless of whether vehicles are
registered in or outside of the state
or in Canada.

Commonly referred to as TRU
ATCM, the regulations establish
two levels of stringency for in-use
performance standards, which vary
by horsepower range: low emission
and ultra-low emission. The stan-
dards are based upon model year of
the TRU engine.

These standards can be met by us-
ing a TRU engine that meets the re-
quired engine certification value or
by retrofitting the engine with the
required level of CARB Verified
Diesel Emission Control Strategy

(VDECS), such as diesel particulate
filters. Among the diesel emission
control strategies verified by
CARB:

• Dinex Exhausts’ Dinex DiSiC
Level 3 Plus diesel particulate filter
(www.dinexexhausts.com);

• Huss Filters’ FS-MKS Level 3
diesel particulate filter (www.huss-
filters.com);

• Proventia’s FTF and Bobtail
FTF Level 2 Plus flow-through fil-
ters (www.proventiafilters.com);

• Rypos’ DPF/LETRU Level 
2 Plus diesel particulate filter
(www.rypos.com);

• Thermo King’s PDPF Level 
2 Plus flow-through filter
(www.thermoking.com).

Alternative technologies can also be
used to meet the low emission and
ultra-low emission in-use perform-
ance standards. These include elec-
tric standby, hybrid electric/diesel
equipment, all-electric truck refrig-
eration solutions, cryogenic temper-
ature control systems or hybrid
cryogenic temperature control sys-
tems and other technology ap-
proved by CARB to not emit diesel
PM or increase public health risk
near a facility.

Other compliance options being
investigated that could become
available in the future are alterna-
tive fuel-powered engines, alterna-
tive diesel-fueled engines and fuel
cell-powered temperature control
systems. Development work on
compressed natural gas (CNG) and
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) was
done, but never made it to market.

Biodiesel is close to completion of
the multi-media assessment, but
then a biodiesel producer would
need to apply to CARB for verifica-
tion of B100 (pure biodiesel) as a
VDECS.Once biodiesel is approved
as a VDECS, it can be used as a com-
pliance option, but not until then.

TRU in-use performance stan-
dards begin with reefers with a 
model year 2001 or older engine.
Compliance requires that these en-
gines be replaced or retrofitted with
CARB-verified diesel emission con-
trol devices or technology to reduce
PM emissions by 50%. These en-
gines must have at least at an 85%
PM reduction on or before 2016.

The next in-use performance stan-
dards compliance deadline date –
for TRU engine model year 2002 – is
Dec. 31, 2009. These units must also
reduce PM emissions by 50% by the
end of the year and by 85% on or
before 2017.

Model year 2003 units must re-
duce PM emissions by at least 85%
by the end of 2010; model 2004 and
beyond by Dec.31 of the model year
plus seven years.

Enforcement of TRU ACTM in-
use performance standards will be
done by CARB officials through in-
spections at border crossings, weigh
and inspections stations, terminals,
distribution centers, truck stops and
anywhere else TRUs are found op-
erating.

Violations of in-use requirements
could result in penalties that range
from $500 per unit or up to $1,000
per day per violation.

Refrigerated fleets are coping
with the CARB TRU regulations in
a variety of ways.

While there has been an aware-
ness of the impending regulations,
“many fleets have delayed action,
hoping that industry associations
would successfully push to overturn
the legislation,”says Bud Rodowick,
Thermo King’s manager of fleet per-
formance.

While delivering CARB compli-
ance seminars over the past few
years to hundreds of customers,
Rodowick has been surprised by the
number of fleets that are just begin-
ning to learn of or have been misin-
formed about the regulations. He
has also heard from a number of
fleets that say they simply aren’t go-
ing to haul freight in and out of
California.

The “on-again, off-again” mixed
messages fleets received from the
various agencies and associations in-
volved have contributed to a reluc-
tance to act, adds David Kiefer,
Carrier Transicold’s director of mar-
keting and product management. It
has been difficult for the average
fleet owner to justify the high cost
associated with compliance not
knowing whether or not the legisla-
tion would actually stand.

“Even now, the District of
Columbia Circuit Court of Appeals
is scheduling a review,” Kiefer says.
“This again has some fleets wonder-
ing whether they should hold off on
this big expense or not, and that’s a
pretty big gamble.”

Cost of compliance for CARB
VDECS currently ranges from
about $4,000 to $7,000. The cost to
replace a TRU engine varies from
$4,000 to $10,000.

That’s quite a bit of money to ask
fleets to invest in an old TRU, espe-
cially at a time when so many fleets
are already struggling, says Kiefer.
“If the cost of compliance were only
a couple hundred dollars, we would-
n’t even be discussing this.”

The appropriate compliance solu-
tion is dependent upon several key
issues, including capital availability
to invest in new refrigerated trailers
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or compliance, and the TRU itself,
agree Kiefer and Rodowick.

For TRUs with low hours – mean-
ing the major components like the
compressor, evaporator coil and 
microprocessor are in good shape –
fleets tend to replace just the 
engines because the result is a “like-
new” reefer, says Kiefer.

Fleets that have TRUs that have
experienced heavy use are inclined
to invest in new reefers instead of re-
placing the engine.

“A new engine in an older, high-
hour unit may not make sense,” says
Rodowick.“In many cases, it’s more
advantageous in terms of overall
cost of ownership to purchase a new
TRU.”

Another complication for fleets is
the CARB regulations that call for
retrofitting existing reefer trailers
with SmartWay technologies.A pro-
gram of the US EPA, SmartWay is a
partnership between government,
business and consumers to find envi-
ronmentally cleaner, more fuel-effi-
cient transportation options. In its
simplest form, the SmartWay brand
identifies products and services that
reduce transportation-related emis-
sions.

As per these CARB regulations,
model years 2009 and 2010 refriger-
ated trailers and those 2002 and old-
er must be retrofitted with
SmartWay-verified technologies by
the end of 2012. Model year 2003
and 2004 refrigerated trailers must
be retrofitted by the end of 2017,
model year 2005 and 2006 refrigerat-
ed trailers by the end of 2018 and
model year 2007 and 2008 refrigerat-
ed trailers by the end of 2019.

Kiefer says the use of electric
standby is growing as a compliance
option for those operations that sup-
port this type of solution, for exam-
ple distribution fleets and grocery
companies that can support the
power-supply infrastructure.

“There is an often-overlooked
part of the CARB legislation that
says that as long as a company prop-
erly uses and documents the use of
electric standby as the compliance
option, it will not have to add any
emissions-reducing upgrades to the
engine or replace the engine in the
future.”

CARB estimates the TRU ATCM
regulations will reduce emissions
from TRU and TRU gen set engines
by approximately 65% in 2010, and
by some 92% in 2020, resulting in
“significantly improved air quality
and associated health benefits.”

Additional information on the
regulations and compliance can 

be found on the TRU section 
of the CARB Web site at
www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/tru.htm,or by
phoning the TRU Help Line at 888-
TRU-ATCM. ■■

DEADLINE EXTENDED: Canadian refrigerated fleets hauling into California will
have more time to comply with impending TRU emissions regulations. 
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It is unfortunate (OBAC executive
director) Joanne Ritchie uses her
column space in Truck News not to
inform or participate in construc-
tive dialogue on LCVs and other
issues but to take shots at other in-
dustry groups for getting things
done, most notably OTA. It all
smacks of so much sour grapes, that
normally I would not bother to re-
spond, but I think your readers de-
serve better.

Let me begin first by saying that
I am the owner of a relatively
small, family trucking business. Ms.
Ritchie’s continued assertion that
OTA is a “club” exclusively of large
carriers is pure bunk. Second, it is
worth reminding people that LCVs
are not for everyone. There are
clearly many situations and many
types of freight where they will not
be able to be used.

But, where they can, the poten-
tial for improved productivity is
significant. OTA has always sub-
scribed to the view that the indus-
try should not stand in the way of
productivity enhancement.

There is a healthy dose of self-
preservation behind this thinking.
Ontario, more than ever needs to
retain and attract direct investment
(and that means customers for
truckers). By contributing to a
more productive supply chain,
LCVs can play a role in doing that.
So, we applaud the Government of
Ontario for what it is doing.

In terms of pricing, Ms. Ritchie’s
mention of two-for-one specials
shows a lack of understanding of
how most carriers view LCV pric-
ing and does us all a potentially
great disservice by building erro-
neous expectations amongst ship-
pers who may read Truck News.

But, her chief complaint and the
one I would like to focus my atten-
tion on is that only OTA members
can participate in the on-road pilot
of LCVs expected to commence
this summer.As the headline to her
article states: Membership has its
privileges. I could not agree more
and as OTA chair I make no apolo-
gies for the fact that the carriers
from the associations who invested
their time, money and experience
in making LCVs possible in
Ontario, should be the ones to par-
ticipate in the pilot – so long as
they meet the stringent permit con-
ditions. As a carrier, I have no tol-
erance for free riders who want all
the benefit of what OTA accom-
plishes but don’t contribute a dime
to the cause.

Often it can’t be helped – for ex-
ample, all carriers are benefitting
from the exemption OTA obtained
from the Michigan Business Tax –
but on an issue such as who gets to
participate in a pilot, why should
my money paid out in membership
dues to OTA be used to benefit a
non-member? 

The official announcement of the
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LCV pilot was very recent.
However, OTA’s efforts to gain
permission for LCV use in Ontario
began three decades ago. Those
who are only remotely aware of the
issue, know how difficult and frus-
trating a process it has been.

Even last year when it appeared
the Ontario government might be
open to revisiting the LCV issue,
there was an enormous amount 
of work that first needed to be 
undertaken to ensure that public
concerns and perceptions were 
addressed. An accord had to be
reached with MTO on the permit
criteria for LCV operation.

It was understood from the out-
set the permit criteria would need
to be sufficiently strict if they were
to satisfy groups like the CAA and
the Ontario Safety League.

Then, an independent engineer-
ing study of the primary (common
route) network, to assess the capa-
bility of all current on- and off-
ramps on the 400-series of high-
ways to safely accommodate LCVs,
to identify emergency stopping 
areas and then contact the facility
operators to secure permission for
use of those locations, had to be 
undertaken.

Finally, a fair process needed to
be established to select the carriers
to participate in a one-year pilot.

What was OTA’s role in all of
this? The OTA LCV Committee
(made up of more than 30 carriers
and was open to all interested
members) led the effort on indus-
try’s behalf, investing countless
hours in the process both at the ne-
gotiation table and in preparation

and follow-up.
OTA paid the entire bill – which

was in the range of $200,000 – to
engage the independent engineer-
ing consultants to conduct the com-
mon route study. This relieved the
burden from any OTA member
from having to go out and do its
own common route study (which
would be cost-prohibitive for most)
and avoided duplicative studies.

As such it also leveled the play-
ing field for all interested carriers.
Moreover, OTA has always under-
stood MTO’s position that the pur-
suit of LCVs is a private sector ini-
tiative. We have been seeking
permission from them to operate
these vehicles under special per-
mit. OTA has been consistent over
the years in stating that the private
sector, not the taxpayer, should 
be responsible for funding the 
required studies and for
building/purchasing any additional
infrastructure that may be required
in order to operate LCVs.

When it came to deciding who
should participate in the pilot and
have access to permits, OTA felt it
only fair that participation in the
pilot should be limited to those
qualified carriers who had paid for
the engineering work – in other
words, OTA members. There was
nothing stopping other carriers or

groups from coming up with the
cash and doing their own study; it’s
just that no-one did.

Such is the benefit of belonging
to a strong and effective organiza-
tion as opposed to trying to do
things on your own or belonging to
groups that don’t have the will, the
knowledge, the means or the credi-
bility to deliver.

Lastly, OTA developed a lottery
system, which gave all carriers –
again regardless of size, domicile,
etc. – equal opportunity of being
selected. However, it is important
to note that being chosen in the lot-
tery is no guarantee of participa-
tion in the pilot.

The carriers must first meet all
requirements of the permit criteria.
And, they are also responsible for
conducting individual engineering
analyses to verify that LCVs can
operate safely between the high-
way and the ultimate origin/desti-
nation of the freight. Ms. Ritchie
suggests this will lead to duplica-
tive studies of the same routes. In

fact, OTA members are already
teaming up and working together
to jointly conduct and pay for such
studies.

This is another example of the
benefits of belonging to an organi-
zation like OTA – chances are
there is always someone else in the
same boat as you that is prepared
to work towards mutually benefi-
cial solutions.

As with all complex issues, there
is always give and take.That can be
frustrating. It takes a lot of hard
work, a spirit of compromise and
mutual respect from all involved to
reach a satisfactory conclusion.
Sitting in front of a computer tak-
ing pot shots at those who are pre-
pared to show leadership is easy,
but ultimately ineffective and as I
said at the outset smacks of sour
grapes.The lesson for non-member
carriers in all of this is perhaps you
should join OTA. ■■

Guest
Column
Julie 
Tanguay

– Julie Tanguay is chair of the
Ontario Trucking Association.
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1-877-845-3816
www.commandlift.ca

✓✖

✓✖

reusable Intermediate Bulk Containers, empty in good 

condition, no wooden bases, F.O.B to our location.

For more information
 Call: (705) 719-6042 or

 E-mail: hawmancs@bellnet.ca
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This year's Truck News/Chevron Charity Golf Event exceeded everyone's expectations. 
Finally, we had great weather! But, more importantly, not only did we meet our goal of 
raising enough money to send young Cole and his family on a dream Disney Cruise, we 
raised enough money to grant the wish of another child dealing with a life-threatening 
disease. In total, we raised $17,980 dollars for charity!!

The other child we have sponsored is 7-year-old Sara. Her medical condition is devel-
opmental delay and bone marrow dysplasia. Sara had a stem cell transplant at the age 
of one after which she spent 6 months at Sick Kids and then almost a year on home IV 
nutrition. She eats with assistance now, is non-verbal and has the cognitive ability of a  
4 year old but she’s completely mobile and a very active child.

Sara's wish is to go to Disney World. She said she likes Disney princesses and hopes 
to have breakfast with a princess at Disney World. With the money we raised, we can 
grant Sara's wish.

Anyone who was at this year's golf event and saw the smile on Cole's face and the 
faces of his family members when we told them about the cruise knows how  
important these dream vacations are to these children and their families. It  
gives them a chance to regroup as a family in a happy, carefree environment.

 So, once again, a big thank-you goes out to all of the participants, sponsors  
and prize donors who gave so generously. Together, you made it possible to make  
the wishes of two young children come true. 

A special thanks also goes out to John Mitchell of the Toronto Maple Leafs.  
He came out to lend his support by signing hockey sticks for all participants and  
having pictures taken with everyone. Our prize donors were too numerous to  
mention but we are very grateful for their support. A final thank-you goes to  
Southwood Graphics for providing all of our sponsor signs and banners.  
 
Our sponsors:

Golf Spread 2009 CS4.indd   2 13/07/09   11:27 AM
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The California Global Warming
Solutions Act requires the
California Air Resources Board
(CARB) to implement programs to
reduce GHG emissions from both

light-duty and heavy-duty vehicles
starting in 2010.

Regulations have been passed
which require heavy truck owners –
regardless of domicile – to equip

their tractors and prescribed trailers
with specific, certified technologies
and devices to improve tractor and
trailer aerodynamics and with the
new generation of fuel efficient

truck tires if they want to operate
into, out of and within California.

That includes Canadian trucks. In
2008, Canada/California merchan-
dise trade represented over $37 bil-

IndustryIndustry

Significant implications for Canadian trucking, trade from California clean air law

Call our Watts Line from
anywhere in Canada

Ask for
Mike Trotter

905-453-6724
1-800-268-0871
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!2007 FREIGHTLINER TriAxle c/w 20,000 liter 4 compartment 

aluminum tank, dual pumping, bottom load, vapour recovery, MidCom
ETC, DOT certified, Tank CSA-B620. Stock #590

1996 FREIGHTLINER c/w 20,000 cpt tank, dual pumping and metering
equipment, DOT certified, CSA-B620. Stock #597 

1996 INTERNATIONAL c/w 20,000 litre 4 compartment aluminum
tank,Dual Pumping, DOT, CSA-B620. Stock #574 

2002 FREIGHTLINER CABOVER, 18,500 liter 4 compartment alu-
minum tank dual pumping and metering, safetied and certified.

Stock #579

NEW PROPANE 2008 INTERNATIONAL c/w 3499 USWG propane
bobtail, rear delivery, side fill. Stock #541

1997 STERLING WATER TRUCK c/w aluminum tank, flusher nozzles,
3" pump, self load, rear gravity bar for dust control, hydrant fill.

Stock #569

1996 GMC c/w 11,500 litre 1 compartment aluminum tank, set up for
mobile wash, DOT certified. Stock #535 

2008 32,000 LITRE 3 CPT. ALUMINUM TANDEM-TANDEM PUP 
TRAILER bottom load, vapor recovery. Stock #598 

1976 WESTANK 23,000 litre 2 cpt aluminum pup trailer. Bottom
Load, Vapor Recovery, DOT, CSA-B620, completely overhauled.

Stock #587

2000 FREIGHTLINER c/w 3,000 gallon cpt. aluminum tank set up for
construction, Pump for Clean Fuel, Pump for Dyed Fuel, Lincoln
pumps for Hydraulic Fluid, Pump for Grease, side tank for motor oil,
DOT Certified, CSA-B620. Stock #599

1999 STERLING c/w 19,000 litre 4 compartment aluminum tank,
Dual Pumping, DOT, CSA-B620, B/L rough In. Stock #595 

2002 STERLING c/w 20,000 litre 4 compartment aluminum tank,
Dual Pumping, DOT, CSA-B620, B/L rough In. Stock #593 

1999 STERLING Triaxle 23,000 litre 5 compartment aluminum tank,
dual pumping, bottom load, vapour recovery Midcom ETC, DOT certified,
Tank CSA-B620. Stock #594

2004 STERLING c/w 13,000 aluminum 4 cpt. tank, dual pumping and
metering equipment, Midcom, DOT certified, CSA-B620. Stock #596

1999 INTERNATIONAL, Brand New Rebuilt Engine, 20,000 liter 4 
compartment aluminum tank, dual pumping, bottom load, vapour recov-
ery, Midcom ETC, DOT certified, Tank CSA-B620. Stock #584

WE RENT TANKERS!
MANUFACTURERS OF ALUMINUM AND STEEL TANKS

WE RENT TANKERS!
MANUFACTURERS OF ALUMINUM AND STEEL TANKS
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lion, with Canada enjoying a $9.6
billion surplus.Trucking is the dom-
inant freight mode, moving about
$18 billion (or 50%) of the trade.
Moreover, six other US states (AZ,
MT, NM, OR, UT,WA) are signato-
ries to the Western Climate
Initiative (WCI),aimed at collective
GHG reduction.

Whether any or all of them will
follow California’s lead is currently
unknown.Regardless, the economic
consequences if Canadian trucks
and trailers do not comply and are
therefore banned from the state are
enormous.

For now, the law applies to new
and existing long-haul on-road trac-
tors pulling 53-foot van or refriger-
ated trailers (although the mandate
is expected to be expanded over
time).A minimum 5% fuel efficien-
cy improvement for van trailers and
at least a 4% efficiency gain for re-
frigerated trailers are prescribed.

To accomplish that, tractors will
need to be equipped with a combi-
nation of streamlined tractor hoods,
roof fairings, gap fairings, fuel tank
fairings, aerodynamic bumpers
and/or mirrors.

For trailers, that means side skirts,
front gap fairings, rear trailer fair-
ings (boat-tails) and/or fuel-effi-
cient, low-rolling resistance tires
certified by the SmartWay
Transport Partnership. Basically,
California is regulating the
SmartWay truck. (SmartWay is a
collaborative effort between indus-
try and the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

CTA is a member of SmartWay
and the CARB/SmartWay equip-
ment is consistent with CTA’s
enviroTruck initiative which could
reduce GHG from the Canadian
trucking industry by more than 13.5
million tonnes. CARB will also
grant early compliance credits (ie.,
optional phase-in schedules) for
carriers that submit implementation
plans in 2010. CARB is hiring en-
forcement personnel to ensure and
maintain compliance.

California has also introduced
various programs to provide loan
assistance and financial support to
California businesses for the pur-
chase of new equipment and the
retrofit of existing equipment.

Carriers can buy some time and
phase in the re-tooling of their fleets
if in 2010 they submit a written plan
to CARB as to how they intend to
come into compliance over the next
few years. Hard enforcement would
start in 2011.

The problem for Canadian carri-
ers (in addition to the lack of capi-
tal) is that on the whole, Canadian
truck weights and dimensions stan-
dards in most provinces have not
evolved along with environmental
considerations and do not currently
accommodate some of the
California requirements at all (ie.
full boat-tails) or without taking a
significant productivity hit (wide-
base single tires). Canada’s truck
weights and dimensions standards
were developed in the 1980s when
environmental issues were not top
of mind as they are now.

While it is true that Canada’s
heavier weights in and of them-
selves have been relative to US
weights been environmentally ben-
eficial, unless the standards become
more flexible – and soon – to 
accommodate the new California

requirements, Canadian carriers
will either have to vacate
California/Canada business in
favour of US carriers or maintain
two separate fleets – one for
Canada and one for the US work.
Either way, the Canadian industry’s
efforts to reduce GHG emissions
will be further stymied.

Interestingly, four Canadian
provinces (BC, MB, ON, QC) are
also WCI signatories.However,how
or if they intend to follow
California’s lead or develop their
own requirements is not known.

However, the clock is ticking. So,
CTA recently urged the Canadian
Council of Ministers responsible for
both transportation and the envi-

ronment to direct their officials to:
Jointly conduct an urgent and im-
mediate review of Canadian heavy
truck weights and dimensions regu-
lations that impede the ability to ac-
commodate SmartWay/enviroTruck
vehicles; and once having conduct-
ed that review, make amendments
to the weights and dimension stan-
dards in each jurisdiction to accom-
modate the GHG and smog-reduc-
ing equipment and technology; then
engage with California to seek re-
ciprocal recognition where those
standards may differ modestly and
discuss exemptions or transition
schedules; and also develop and co-
ordinate a Canadian program of
federal and provincial incentives to
permit and accelerate investment in
the environmental equipment by
Canadian truck operators.

The federal government retains
constitutional authority over extra-
provincial trucking but delegated
administration of the file to the
provinces contributing to a patch-
work quilt of provincial vehicle

standards which currently serve 
as a barrier to the use of some of the
key requirements of the CARB 
regulations – ie., only two provinces
(Quebec and Ontario) allow suffi-
cient axle weights for wide-base sin-
gle tires to be incorporated into
Canadian fleets.

Not one Canadian province cur-
rently allows for a full rear trailer
fairing. It’s in everyone’s best inter-
ests to ensure this issue does not get
bogged down in process with juris-
dictional wrangling between the
federal government and the
provinces and/or between trans-
portation and environmental de-
partments. To do so would further
hamper our efforts to improve our
ability to meet our business and
economic goals as well as our ability
to reduce fuel consumption and
therefore GHG emissions. ■■

Industry 
Issues

David
Bradley

– David Bradley is president of the
Ontario Trucking Association and
chief executive officer of the
Canadian Trucking Alliance.
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As safe as today’s trucking industry
can be, there is no denying the fact
that collisions happen – and there
are costs to be paid every time the
sound of squealing tires is followed

by the sickening “crunch” of metal
meeting metal.

They are the costs that can also
spiral out of control if fleets and
drivers fail to take the proper steps

in the moments after a crash occurs.
The evidence that will be vital

during an investigation will begin to
disappear as soon as debris is
cleared from the scene, while seem-

ingly minor fluid spills can transform
into costly environmental disasters if
spill kits are not immediately put to
use. A few innocent comments can
even lead to legal problems in the

SafetySafety

Plan ahead and survive the crash with a loss reporting plan

130 Copernicus Blvd., 
Brantford, ON

N3P 1L9

519-720-9464
Fax: 519-720-9468

www.trisontarps.ca

Inc.
WHERE CUSTOMER SERVICE EXCELS

• Aluminum cab guards
• Aluminum bulk heads
• Grade 70 transport chain
• Ratchet binders
• Regular binders
• Coil bunks

• Bevelled wood
• Corner protectors for chain and straps
• 2", 3" and 4" cargo straps
• Rubber straps – Various lengths
• Winch bars
• Aluminum storage boxes

TARP REPAIRS
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SERVICE
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TARPS! TARP SYSTEMS! FLATBED EQUIPMENT!

PAUL VANDENBERG
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months that follow.
Fleets that incorporate formal

Loss Reporting Plans – primarily a
series of checklists, clearly defined
roles, and updated contact numbers
– can ensure that none of the impor-
tant steps are overlooked.

It all begins with those who are di-
rectly involved in a collision. If a
proper plan and the related training
is in place, drivers will understand
exactly how they are expected to:
pull to the side of the highway (if
that is possible); use signals, reflec-
tors and flares to warn surrounding
motorists;and determine that every-
one on the scene is safe.

And they will know exactly where
to place their first call, thanks to the
contact list that has already been
programmed into their cell phone.

The individual assigned the re-
sponsibility of accepting these calls –
namely, the loss reporting contact –
will need to offer a calm voice that
can guide these drivers through the
remaining steps, while notifying au-
thorities and insurance representa-
tives who can offer support.

After all, a crash will be a stressful
event for everyone involved, and re-
quired resources can be as diverse as
environmental clean-up teams and
collision investigators.

Then it is a matter of protecting all
the related evidence before debris is
cleared from the road and memories
begin to fade.

With the help of a Loss Reporting
Plan’s formal Accident Reporting
Kit, drivers will be more likely to
gather vital information such as the
identities of witnesses, the names of
involved drivers, road conditions

and a simple sketch of the accident
scene. Many fleets have also
equipped drivers with cameras to
supplement this information, al-
though that should be supported
with some training on the images to
take.The first images should include
the appearance of any damage to
the vehicles, a wider look at the sur-
rounding area, skid marks, debris,
and anything such as an obscured
sign that may have contributed to
the collision. A shot of any spill con-
trol efforts will also help to prove
that drivers took every reasonable
step to control a situation.

As important as these images are,
drivers also need to be careful to
avoid taking pictures of injured peo-
ple, which could later be put on dis-
play in the middle of a crowded
courtroom.

Meanwhile, the formal training
that accompanies a Loss Reporting
Plan will also help drivers to avoid
the instinct of discussing the situa-
tion with anyone other than the po-
lice, their fleet or a representative
from their insurer. And they will
know that once their insurer has a
lawyer at the site, any shared infor-
mation will be protected under the
rules of lawyer/client privilege.

Back in the fleet offices, a formal
checklist will ensure that the desig-

nated loss reporting contact follows
steps of their own,ensuring that they
understand exactly where the driver
is (are they heading to a particular
hospital?) and where the damaged
equipment might be towed.

Fleet and equipment experts as-
signed by the insurance company
will certainly want to review any of
the equipment alongside any
Department of Transportation per-
sonnel.The approach is very similar
to the plans that are in place in the
event of a fire,and the entire process
can be tested just like a fire drill.

These tests begin by identifying
the call as a mock event, and calling
each designated contact with details
about the crash. Everyone who is in-
volved should then be recording the

information that they are responsi-
ble to collect, and following every
step as if it was a real situation.

The idea is to save valuable time
in the event the plan ever needs to
be put into action,and to ensure that
everyone knows their respective
roles so valuable time and informa-
tion is preserved.

The Boy Scouts were right; it does
pay to be prepared. ■■

– This month’s experts are Dave
Roth and Jon Medel. Dave is the
Ontario regional manager of safety
and training services and Jon is
Markel’s corporate claims manager,
operational support.Send your ques-
tions, feedback and comments about
this column to info@markel.ca.

Ask the
Experts

Dave Roth &
Jon Medel
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EXTREMELY LARGE INVENTORY!
For All Makes & Models
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NORTH AMERICAN TOLL-FREE
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The following is Part 2 of 2 in a 
series on truck stops:

By Julia Kuzeljevich
TORONTO, Ont. – For the most
health conscious of truckers, eating
well on the road presents a con-
stant challenge. Driving is the most
sedentary of jobs – you can’t just
stand up and walk over to the
proverbial water cooler for a
stretch. Some will take advantage
of a layover and get a room in a ho-
tel that has exercise facilities, or
throw their bicycles in the back of
the truck.

Others will take advantage of
any opportunity they can to do
some footwork, parking in the back
row of lots, going for a run, or, in
the words of one truckers’ forum
contributor: “I try to maintain my
fitness level by walking at least half
to three-quarters of an hour per
day and so far it’s working. I can
still (at 67+) easily pass a treadmill
stress test and my weight has been
stable for the past five years.”

But when truckers stop to eat,
are truck stop facilities catering to
the health conscious among them?

Depends who you ask.
“Every damn truck stop restau-

rant in North America serves corn
as their vegetable. Corn is for
chickens, pigs, horses, and cows!”
commented one trucker.

Another commented on the ubiq-
uitous “brown gravy by the barrel so
you can’t see what’s on your plate,”
at another popular truck stop chain.
But while truck stops have long had
the reputation for being greasy
spoons, both large chains and inde-
pendents alike have made concert-
ed efforts in recent years to expand
their menu options.

“The nature of business for our
members is hospitality, and they
take very seriously the charge of
caring for customers – many of
whom have become long-time cus-
tomers and even friends,” said Lisa
Mullings, National Association of
Truck Stop Operators (NATSO)
president and CEO.

“Truck stop operators typically

provide a wide range of food offer-
ings so they can meet diverse 
customer needs,” she said.

“I always carried a large
Koolatron with me stocked with
stuff that I liked to eat.The stuff of-
fered by most truck stops is fast
food grease covered in processed
cheese. (But some truck stops)
have buffets where you can get a
healthy meal if you select wisely,”
said another trucker.

Bill Mulligan, vice-president of
development, facilities and envi-
ronmental for Pilot Travel Centres,
said that the chain’s deli areas
serve fruits and vegetables, and
that fast food franchises do offer
health menus. And at some inde-
pendent truck stops, the effort to
provide fresh fruits and vegetables
goes over well.

“We’ve really noticed the num-
ber of drivers who will eat off our
salad and soup and fruit bars. A
number of them have remarked
how much they appreciate it,” said
Bobby Berkstresser, owner of Lee-
Hi Travel Plaza in Lexington,Va.

“We still sell an awful lot of
cheeseburgers and French fries, but
we also sell a lot of fresh fruit and
cottage cheese. I think you’ve defi-
nitely seen a huge change in the
last few years, although old habits
die pretty hard. Younger drivers
that you see, especially the drivers
with their wives, they tend to eat a
little healthier.”

While many healthier choices do
exist on restaurant menus, the onus
is still very much on the consumer
to know what constitutes a better
choice. Enter Bob Perry, vice-presi-
dent of sales for Roadside Medical.

Perry started Roadside Medical
about two and a half years ago. He
comes from a family of owner/op-
erators with over 70 years of driv-
ing experience. His own career has
been in health care, and Perry es-
tablished clinics in the states of
Arkansas, Tennessee and Georgia
that do DoT compliance for truck-
ing companies, medical services,
and urgent care treatment.

He also created a set of wellness
programs around sleep issues.
Perry, in partnership with Pilot
Travel Centers, is now rolling out
115 such clinics across the US
which will be franchised and li-
censed to doctors and will be free-
standing but built on Pilot lots. To
date, Perry’s wellness tool kits have
gathered a lot of interest in the US
and Canada.

“Drivers fight huge health issues
– they can’t take care of themselves
adequately if they don’t have ac-
cess (to proper facilities),” said
Perry, who has also launched his
own private label line of nutritional
products, and plans to have natur-
opaths on staff.

“We want to be the one-stop
shop for them. We’re starting to
franchise to doctors – what I would
really love to see happen is for
trucking companies to look at own-
ing one,” he said.

The wellness tool kits contain
samples of healthy snacks, a pe-
dometer, and a guide to nutritional

information, which includes a sam-
ple list of common foods, and num-
ber of calories, proteins, carbs and
fats per serving size. Also included
is a guide to fast food and casual
dining, with a scarifying list of typi-
cal North American restaurant
chain menu items and their calorie,
fat, sugar and salt content.

Noting that many truckers like to
eat in their trucks, and will peruse
the local Wal-Mart for grocery
items, Perry has also included a list
of healthy ideas and tips for creat-
ing meals on the road, as well as on
reading food packaging labels.

“We’ve created a complete shop-
ping checklist for better selection
in meal choices,” said Perry.

Because exercising while on the
road can take some creativity,
there is also a walking program for
drivers who feel they need regular
motivation. They also have access
to coaches, if needed, to discuss
their progress. “We have several
drivers in Canada on the pro-
gram,” said Perry. ■■

Ain’t no gyms in truck stops

OTR WORKOUT: Before beginning, be sure to warm up well. 1. Take one lap
around your rig. 2. Do 10 push-offs from your truck (arms placed shoulder-width
apart and legs hip width apart). Stand three feet away from your rig, place hands
on your truck and push off slowly as you count to three. Repeat five times. 3.
Move to the front of your truck and  hold onto your bumper and on a count of
three, slowly squat down as if you were sitting on a chair. Slowly raise yourself on
a count of three. Keep your core (stomach muscles engaged). 4. Move to the
steps of your rig and step up with one leg and back down with the other for a
count of 10 reps with each leg. Use your grab handle for support if necessary, but
use your legs – not your arms. 5. Take another lap around your rig. 6. Repeat this
routine up to three times. 7. Cool down and stretch.

Provided by
Roadside

Medical

FeatureFeature

Radiators Inc.

905-487-1209 • 1-877-950-0099
MON.-FRI.: 8 AM-7 PM • SAT.: 8 AM-3 PM

After hours call: 905-487-1209

110 Rutherford Rd. S., Bay #7, Brampton, ON L6W 3J5

4 HR. DRIVE-IN SERVICE

FOR MOST TRUCKS!

WE SHIP ACROSS
ONTARIO

Service & Repair For All Truck & Industrial
Radiators & Charge Air Coolers

Open 6 Days
A Week!

• Owner Operators
• Fleets
• Cargo Insurance
• Customs Bonds
• US DOT, MC & CVOR

• Premium Financing Available
• Deductible Buydowns
• Life & Individual Health
• Employee Benefits
• Disability & Critical Illness

It makes good sense to obtain advice from
an expert. Dan Lawrie Insurance Brokers

is ranked in the top 5% of brokers in
Canada and there are over 85 dedicated

professionals to serve your every
insurance need in a cost effective way.

Truck Insurance can be a
complicated business
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‘Continuing education’ is a catch-
phrase, but one with meaning for
anyone in this industry that has a
desire to keep pace. In many cases,
becoming and staying informed
takes a lot of effort and that effort
needs to be accommodated within
the bounds of the daily work that
pays the bills.

But of course, there is a price to
pay for not investing the effort
and that is simply falling out of
step with the business world, and
missing out on innovative ideas
and the opportunity to share ideas
with peers.

In June, as the youngsters were
preparing to leave behind formal
schooling at least for the summer
months, PMTC gathered fleet op-
erators and industry suppliers to-
gether for its annual conference in
Niagara-on-the-Lake, a confer-
ence that is synonymous with
learning and the sharing of ideas
and information.

This year’s conference main-
tained the standard that has been
set in previous years, thanks to all
of the attendees, event partners,
and of course the first-rate line-up
of speakers that participated.
Frankly, in a year of such severe
economic difficulty we were very
conservative in our expectations
for the conference.

We were not concerned with the
quality of our agenda because we
knew we had important topics to
discuss and informed speakers
committed to the occasion, but we

were unsure what we might expect
in the way of attendance and spon-
sor support.

We’re grateful that the results in
both cases far exceeded expecta-
tions. Both attendance and partner
support were in line with previous
years’ conferences when the indus-
try was in relative good times, and I
believe that speaks to the approach
that private carriers take to contin-
uing education.

Even in difficult times, our mem-
ber companies recognize that in 
order to maximize the benefits of
operating their fleets, it is imperative
that their personnel stay informed
about issues of the day, and have 
opportunities to learn from others in
the trucking community.

There are, alas, too few opportu-
nities for the trucking community
to come together with these goals
in mind, so industry leaders take
full advantage of them when they
do occur. The annual PMTC con-
ference may be unique among
those opportunities, in large part
because of the willingness of our
members to share information with
one another.

Along with the learning opportu-
nities it provides, the annual con-

ference is a time for celebration.
During the annual awards lunch-
eon we recognize safe fleets, out-
standing drivers, and of course, the
best in fleet graphics (see story and
pictures on pg. 38).

In their own individual ways,
each of these awards programs
highlight important aspects of the
trucking community. They cele-
brate the best parts of an industry
that seldom receives any recogni-
tion from the public for doing the
job so well.

Some of those who go unrecog-
nized outside of the industry are
among the driving contingent, so it
was very special this year to be able
to induct four outstanding profes-
sional drivers into the PMTC/Huron
Services Hall of Fame.

Outside of the industry not near-
ly enough is known about the qual-
ity of drivers we are blessed with
and the skills they employ every
day to help keep the roads safe and
make their deliveries on time.

Let me introduce a few of them
to you:

Daniel Pilon who drives for
Huron Services in the Tona
Transport fleet has accumulated 33
years and 5.1 million kilometres
without a preventable accident.
And, perhaps as remarkable,
Daniel has only lost 10 days to ill-
ness over that period.

Robert Miller drives for the
TDL Group (Tim Horton’s), and
in 33 years of driving has not had

a preventable accident. Robert
has served the same group of cus-
tomers in Sault Ste. Marie for
over 20 years, working through
bad weather, high volumes of hol-
iday traffic, and road closures to
get his deliveries made on time
and safely.

John O’Connell drives for Global
Driver Services in the John Deere
fleet and has done so for almost 30
years. He has accumulated over five
million kilometres of driving while
maintaining a clean abstract and
without an at-fault accident.

Bruce Hulley has driven for
Sparling’s Propane for 27 years,
during which he has transported
bulk propane and other dangerous
commodities in a variety of vehicle
configurations without incident.

These four professionals have com-
bined to accumulate 123 years and
millions of kilometres of safe driv-
ing!  And the best part is that they
represent only a few of the many
careful, responsible commercial
drivers that safely deliver every-
thing consumers want or need in
their daily lives.

So, I am always pleased when we
can combine opportunities for fleet
operators to learn and exchange
ideas, with taking the time to pay
tribute to the drivers who make it
all happen. ■■

IndustryIndustry

– The Private Motor Truck Council
is the only national association 
dedicated to the private trucking
community. Your comments or
questions can be addressed to
trucks@pmtc.ca.

Learning and celebrating go hand-in-hand
Private
Links
Bruce 
Richards

2005 VOLVO VNL780 HIGHWAY TRACTOR
77" Sleeper, Cummins ISX Eng., 475 HP, Eaton 13 Spd.
Trans., 12 & 40 Axle(s), Air-Ride Susp., 229" Wheelbase,
White/Blue in Colour, Local One-Owner Trade ... Lots of
Options, 848,962 kms. Stock #99040 – $46,900*.

EXPRESSWAY
TRUCKS

WATERLOO
2943 Cedar Creek Road,

Ayr, ON

1-800-558-7364
or

(519) 632-9777
Fax: (519) 632-8725Jason Queenen

- Waterloo -
Dave Linsemen

- Waterloo -
Jim McAllister

- Waterloo -
Tony Cybulski
- Waterloo -

Mike Black
- Waterloo -

e-mail: sales@expresswayvolvo.com Website:  www.expresswayvolvo.com

2006 VOLVO VNL630
Volvo D12/465, Eaton RTLO 13, Rear Axle 3.70,
Suspension Volvo Air 52", White in colour, 61"
Sleeper, Clean unit. Stock #98911

(2) 2009 VOLVO VNL64T-780 HIGHWAY TACTORS
77" Sleeper,Volvo D13 Eng., 485 HP, Eaton RTLO-16913A,

13 Spd.Trans., 13,200 lb. Front/40,000 lb. Rear Axle(s), Volvo Air Ride,
40,000 lb. Susp., 230" Wheelbase,Various Colours, Air Conditioning,

Fridge, Cab Heater,Alum. Rims, 22.5’s.

(2) 2009 VOLVO VNM64T DAYCAB TACTORS
Volvo Eng., D11, 385 HP, 10 Spd.Trans., 12 & 38 Axle(s),
52" Volvo Air-ride Susp., 156" Wheelbase, 3.73 Ratio,

22.5 Radials on Steel Wheels,White in colour.

Great Selection of New VOLVO Trucks!
SEE US @ THE FERGUS TRUCK SHOW • JULY 23RD - 26TH – BOOTH #L6

(3) 2009 VOLVO VNL730 HIGHWAY TRACTORS
77" Sleeper, 13 Spd. Trans., 236" Wheelbase,

Air-Ride Susp., Volvo D13 or D16 Eng., 12 & 40 Axle(s),
Various Colours.

Attn:FLAT OR TANKHAULERS!

Jack Spieran
- Palmerston -
(519) 343-3100

S. P. Aujlay
- Waterloo -

Driving Success.®

2004 VOLVO VNL670
HIGHWAY TRACTOR

61" Sleeper, Cummins Eng. ISX, 475 HP,
13.5 & 40 Axles,Air-Ride Susp.,

215" Wheelbase, 22.5’s on Alum.Wheels,
Complete In-Frame, Blue in Colour.

ONLY
$29,900.00*

2005 VOLVO VNL670 HIGHWAY TRACTOR
61" Sleeper, Volvo D12 Eng., 435 HP, Eaton 13 Spd. Trans.,
12 & 40 Axle(s), Air-Ride Susp., 215" Wheelbase, Blue in
Colour, Clean, One-Owner Trade ... Certified & E-Tested!
795,000 kms. Stock #44030A – $44,900*.

* Plus Applicable Taxes!

Great Selection of New VOLVO Trucks!

(3) 2009 VOLVO VNL670 HIGHWAY TRACTORS
61" Sleeper, 485 HP, 12 & 40 Axle(s), Air Ride Susp.,
212" Wheelbase, Volvo & Cummins Eng., Eaton 13 &
I-Shift Transmission, Various Colours, O/O Spec’d ...

Call For More Details!
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National Truck League has opened a
new Toronto location, which will be
spearheaded by fleet specialist
Stephen Thomas.

The company said the expansion
is in response to continued growth in
the Greater Toronto Area. The
Toronto office will be located at
6205 Airport Rd. Thomas brings 32
years of insurance experience to the
position, National Truck League
said.

Thomas spent 18 years as an un-
derwriter and managed the marine
department of the Hartford
Insurance Company, specializing in
transportation coverage, the compa-
ny announced. He has also spent 14
years on the brokerage side of the
insurance business, working with
trucking-focused firms.

The last four years of Thomas’s ca-
reer have been spent with National
Truck League. The new location is
set up to offer a “full compliment of
personal and commercial insurance
products and services to companies,
company drivers and owner/opera-
tors Canada-wide,” the company
said in a release.

For more info, contact Thomas at
647-297-3868 or call National Truck
League’s head office at 519-434-
4944 or toll-free at 800-265-6509.

•
Jost International has named Grant
Easton the company’s Canadian
sales manager.

Easton has 17 years experience in
the heavy truck market,according to
the company, which manufactures
fifth wheels, king pins, bearing
turntables and landing gear assem-
blies.

“Grant brings a solid working
knowledge of our core product lines
and a reputation of hard work and
dedication that has convinced us
that he will have a successful career
with Jost as we continue to grow our
business within Canada,” an-
nounced Rich Carroll, vice-presi-
dent of sales and marketing with
Jost International.

•
With his eyes set on expanding
ATBS Canada, CEO Ray Haight
has tapped Kim Richardson as pres-
ident and Rick Scrimgeour as chief

financial officer.
ATBS Canada is billed as a com-

pany aimed at advancing the compe-
tency and profitability of independ-
ent trucking professionals and is
geared at improving success for
owner/operators and the fleets that
partner with them.

For more info on ATBS Canada,
visit www.truktax.com.

•
Dennis Barkman, a 27-year truck
driving veteran with a diverse back-
ground, was named the 2009
Manitoba Driver of the Year.

Barkman has driven long-haul for
Penner International for much of his
career. However, he started out as a
farmer in rural Manitoba, then
drove a cement mixer, then a feed
truck, then a local delivery truck and
then a lumber truck during his
lengthy career. He settled on long-
haul nearly 20 years ago and has
spent the majority of his trucking 
career running highway.

Barkman has a clean abstract and
safety record and has received many
“compliments of driving skill and
courtesy”via the DriverCheck mon-
itoring system.

Jac Doerksen,driver relations and
O/O business development manag-
er with Penner International, said
Barkman “continues to strive for ex-
cellence with safe and on-time deliv-
ery” and “consistently maintains a
great attitude.”

The Manitoba Driver of the Year
award is sponsored by Volvo Trucks
Canada and awarded by the
Manitoba Trucking Association.

•
The heroic actions of two more 
N. Yanke Transfer drivers have
caught the attention of the 
US-based Truckload Carriers
Association (TCA), earning them
recognition as Highway Angels.

Team drivers Jason Siddons and
Paul Farrell were recognized for as-
sisting two brothers who were in-
jured when their pick-up truck
swerved off the road in November,
2008. The accident happened in
northern Ontario while Siddons was
behind the wheel and Farrell slept in
the bunk. Siddons noticed the truck,
which had rolled over and come to
rest on its wheels. Its occupants ap-
peared to be trying to escape the
wreckage.

Siddons woke Farrell up and they
ran to the pick-up truck to find one
of its occupants was badly bleeding.
Farrell helped stop the bleeding
while Siddons called for help. The
professional drivers then remained
at the scene until help arrived.

It was later revealed the two men
were taking turns driving on their
way home from a funeral when the
one driver fell asleep at the wheel.
They said if it wasn’t for the actions
of the N.Yanke Transfer drivers, the
driver who was most severely in-
jured may not have survived.

When told of the Highway Angels
recognition,Siddons said “We didn’t
do it for any special recognition. It’s
just second nature for us to stop and
help. When you see someone in
trouble, you help them.”

They’ll both receive a Highway
Angels lapel pin, certificate and
patch for their efforts.

Another N. Yanke Transfer driv-
er, Richard Rossnagel was recog-
nized as a TCA Highway Angel 
recently for his heroic actions last
December. ■■

PeoplePeople

ON-SITE KINGPIN REMANUFACTURING
• Superior Equipment
• Exceeds SAE and DOT specifications/regulations
• Only Company to test SAE J133 & J400

• Patented in U.S.A. & Canada
• Guaranteed Workmanship
• Fully Insured

Re-manufacturing a kingpin gives the fifth wheel the proper
bearing surface, extending the life of the fifth wheel and
decreasing the abuse to the bolster plate and kingpin.

KINGPIN GAUGES
Top Quality aluminum Kingpin gauges. Won’t stretch.

MOBILE SERVICE
Visit our Website at: www.kingpinspecialists.com

E-mail: rkingpin69@aol.com
Call us Toll Free @

1-888-221-7774
For the Dealer Nearest You

TOLL FREE NUMBERS FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER

Quebec and the Maritimes 1-888-939-1011
Ontario 1-888-221-7774
Western (Alberta & Saskatchewan) 1-877-912-1209
British Columbia 1-888-580-8484
In the U.S. 1-888-221-7774

www.kingpinspecialists.com  • rkingpin69@aol.com

CWB CERTIFIED COMPANY • CWB CERTIFIED WELDERS
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ALK Technologies has introduced
PC*Miler 23, which is the first rout-
ing and mileage system to include
carbon emissions and intermodal
analysis functionality, the company
claims. It also includes critical map
data updates such as truck restric-
tions and truck-specific toll costs.
The Intermodal Analysis calculates
alternative rail intermodal routes
for truck shipments, so users can
compare truck and intermodal
mileage, fuel consumption and car-
bon emissions. For more info on its
latest version of PC*Miler, visit
www.alk.com.

•
Shaw Tracking has added several
enhancements to its e-mail servic-
es: Driver E-mail; Driver SoS; and
Driver ACE Alert. Driver E-mail is
a two-way e-mail service allowing
drivers to send and receive person-
al e-mail from the cab of the truck.
Driver SoS provides drivers with
the ability to send emergency mes-
sage through macro alerts to as
many as six recipients at one time,
improving driver safety and securi-
ty. Driver ACE Alert, meanwhile,
provides e-mail alerts from an ap-
proved EDI or ACE solutions
provider once a load has been
cleared by Customs. It’s aimed at
eliminating fines for showing up at
the border without the necessary
pre-clearance. For more info, visit
www.shawtracking.ca.

survey that showed refuse fleets
with 50 trucks typically receive 102
tire-related service calls per month.
However, 69% of those calls were
attributed to punctures with each of
those calls costing the fleet about
$170, or $143,000 per year.

•
Continental Tire has leapt into the
wide-base single market with its
HTL1 trailer tire. Aimed at
weight-conscious operations, the
company says about 1,022 lbs can
be shaved off overall tractor-trail-
er weight by replacing duals with
wide-base singles at the drive and
trailer axle positions. The HTL1
features 13/32” tread depth in or-
der to minimize irregular wear and
improve fuel mileage, the company
claims. It also boasts a six rib de-
sign to distribute the load evenly
over the crown of the tire.

New ProductsNew Products

Goodyear has introduced a new tire
for waste haulers that incorporates
its DuraSeal technology to reduce
tire failures and improve reliability.
The G289 WHA represents a new
line of waste hauling tires that the
company says will improve produc-
tivity and reduce costs. Features in-
clude: a wider, deeper 24/32-inch
tread; a waste haul compound for
longer tread life and increased scrub
resistance;a sidewall protector rib to
reduce sidewall scuffing; a shoulder
design that encourages uniform
tread wear; and the DuraSeal
sealant inside the tire that is released
in the event of a puncture, fixing
punctures up to a 1/4-inch in diame-
ter. Goodyear says it conducted a

To help fleets deal with current
economic conditions, National
Truck League is offering addition-
al coverage to its popular
Trucker’s Income Replacement
Plan program. The plan protects
professional drivers and their fam-
ilies in the event of loss of income
due to an on- or off-the-job injury.
Customers may now choose cus-
tomized options, including own-
er/operator lump sum coverage
ranging between $100,000 and
$500,000 as well as weekly benefits
of between $400 and $1,000, the
company says. The added flexibili-
ty gives owner/operators more
choice in coverage and extra
peace of mind, NTL says. For
more, contact Rod Stiller at
rod.stiller@nationaltruckleague.com
or call 800-265-6509.

•
There’s another player in the
diesel exhaust fluid (DEF) mar-
ket. Old World Industries has an-
nounced it will distribute its
BlueDEF to the commercial vehi-
cle industry beginning in 2010.
Engines using selective catalytic
reduction (SCR) will require the
fluid in order to operate and com-
ply with EPA2010 emissions regu-
lations. Old World Industries says
it has an established supply net-
work of 10 production locations
and more than 4,500 distribution
points. For information, visit
www.bluedef.com.■■

Heavy Duty Truck Repair insurance and so much more.
Unlike most insurance providers, we specialize in insurance for your unique 
marketplace. We have a thorough understanding of your industry. Drawing on 
this knowledge and expertise we are able to provide a program that’s tailored to 
your needs, and includes a variety of value-added services. These services allow 
you to identify potential risks to your business and outline a plan to address them.

Comprehensive customized coverage. A plan that will reduce risk and 
enhance business success. Competitively priced. w w w.ha l lmar k ins .com /hdt r

YOU’RE IN A NICHE BUSINESS.
SO ARE WE.

Contact: Derek Lachapelle at dlachapelle@hallmarkins.com or call (416) 490-6013.

Specialists in Truck 
& Industrial Radiators

YOUR COMPLETE COOLING SYSTEM SERVICE
• Rad • Air Charge Cooler • Turbo 

• AC Condenser • Water Pump
All Models Of Tanks In Stock!

5900 Dixie Rd., Unit 11, Mississauga, Ont. L4W 1E9
(905) 670-3696 • 1-800-716-3081 • Fax: (905) 670-2283

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY (SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
• ALL WORK WARRANTIED

• WE SHIP ACROSS CANADA    
• FREE INSPECTION & ESTIMATE

4 HOUR DRIVE-THRU SERVICE (MOST TRUCKS)
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$1150
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Snowbirds Auto Connection is looking for experienced AZ drivers with car 

hauling experience as well as brokers to run in Canada and the United States.

Minimum of 2 years experience preferred and a clean abstract.

Please contact Ron at 1-888-236-7686 or 416-835-7662

ATTENTION ALL
CAR HAULERS!!!

Excellent pay,
steady work.

3442 Yonge St., Toronto

If you need a Fast Card, Pardon or U.S.Waiver 

Call Us Today!

Toll free: 1-888-599-2999

www.justpardons.com

NEED A FAST CARD?
If your Fast Card has been refused 

or you need to apply for a Fast Card 

...we can Help!

FREE CONSULTATION!!!  •   CONFIDENTIALITY GUARANTEED

NEED A FAST CARD?
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Up until 2007, off-road terminal
tractors were a rarity. They were
priced similarly to the road-legal
shunts and most customers opted
for being able to certify their units
if the need arose. Even though
most of these shunts would proba-
bly never leave the yard, they
could still go and get their own
fuel if necessary. And if the plant
were to undergo construction, add
new entranceways, or an addition-
al drop yard was needed down the
road, then the equipment wouldn’t
be limited to backyard duty.

But the popularity of off-road
shunts has increased greatly in the
last few years. According to sales
reps, off-road terminal trucks now
account for about 25% of new or-
ders. Buyers are increasingly cost-
conscious these days and swap-
ping an EPA engine for an
industrial one can knock thou-
sands off the price. And there are
no worries about damage to the
delicate and expensive exhaust
stack on EPA models, or having to
wait for them to burn off soot
while doors are crying for trailers.

Shunt trucks have been around

for about 50 years. Traditionally,
the Canadian market has been
split between Capacity trucks
built in Longview, Texas and
Ottawa tractors made in Ottawa,
Kansas. New kid on the block

TICO (Terminal Investment
Corportation) builds its own trac-
tor in Ridgeland, South Carolina
and also has a long history in the
US, but has just entered the
Canadian market.

The trucks I tested were all 4x2
off-road shunters, typical of what
you’d get from each manufacturer
if you were looking for a tractor
to service a tandem-tandem yard.
Horsepower varied from 204 to
173 to 160, but this is not a huge
issue in most shunting operations

unless very heavy loads are in-
volved. Each truck was powered
by a Cummins QSB industrial en-
gine, although Cat engines are still
available this year (except in the
TICO). Next year, all three makes
expect to add Navistar engines to
their repertoires.

The three trucks came with dif-
ferent packages and options, but
the prospective buyer should un-
derstand that a myriad of possibil-
ities are available from each man-
ufacturer, and many factors have
to be considered when pricing a
unit. For instance, all three shunts
had heated mirrors but only two
of them had a motorized right-
hand mirror. But I’m sure the
manufacturers will bend over
backwards to accommodate any
configuration of options specified
by a customer.

In my driving career, I’ve done
hundreds of hours in both
Ottawas and Capacities. But com-
ing off the highway, my chops

Shunt TrucksShunt Trucks

Here come the yard mules
On-road editor Harry Rudolfs takes a break from the highway

to put shunt trucks from three manufacturers through 
their paces. How do they measure up?

On-road
Editor
Harry
Rudolfs

TICOOTTAWACAPACITY
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weren’t particularly hot during
these test drives, though I got a lit-
tle better with each swing. My pri-
mary interest was driver comfort,
safety and efficiency. I drove each
truck hard as though it were
Christmas season at Purolator’s
Rexdale hub: lots of starts, stops
and squeezes; jackknifes and hard
swings in both directions; twists
and spins, etc.

During a vehicle inspection,
Capacity and TICO can have their
engine and transmission read
from outside the cab. But a daily
check of oil in the Ottawa in-
volves hopping up on the hood
(unless you want to raise the cab).
One nice feature of the Allison
electronic transmissions standard
in Ottawas and Capacities are the
built-in prognostic functions. This
tells the driver, without getting
out of the cab, the transmission
fluid level, how much life is left in
the filter, and when the transmis-
sion oil should be changed.

Capacity’s Mike Hignett gave
me room to boot around their
rental yard with a new TJ5000. It’s
a nice big yard in Mississauga,
Ont. and I was able to pull trailers
comfortably at 40 km/h. I liked
the array of spot lights on the
Capacity, the more visibility the
better. This unit was also the only
one that came with a differential
lock-out, a nice feature to have in
the snow.

The empty trailers and a hard
packed surface meant I couldn’t
do justice to Capacity’s Dura-
Ride air bag isolation system. I’d
really need some loaded trailers
and rough terrain to feel the dif-
ference. The cab itself rides on a
four-point air bag system, as does
the TICO, while Ottawa has gone
to a three-point air cab system.

Ottawas and Capacities handle
very much alike. These trucks
have a wheelbase of 122 inches
and 120 inches respectively. The
TICO truck sits on a shorter
wheelbase (116”) and thus swung
sharper. I used the motorized mir-
ror to good effect when blind-sid-
ing on both the Capacity and
TICO. The TICO model also
comes with heated convex mir-
rors, a nice touch.

When it comes to transmissions
all you can get in shunt trucks are
Allison automatics, but three dif-
ferent Allisons in this case: the
3500 RDS electronic in the
Capacity; a slightly higher geared
and lighter duty 3000 RDS in the
Ottawa; and the old style Allison
MT 653 transmission in the TICO
(TICO reportedly still has access
to 700 of these pre-electronic
transmissions).

Some drivers like the old-style,
almost obsolete, MT transmission
because it allows them to slightly
rock a truck when it’s stuck in the
snow. But a clear advantage to 
the electronic transmission is that
the boom can be operated on 
the Ottawas and Capacities while
in gear.

I preferred the shifter lever on
the Capacity to the electronic
touch pad option that came with
the Ottawa, only because in the
winter you’ll end up poking the
shifter pad with salty and grimy
fingers when your gloves get wet.

The instrument gauges are also
Continued on page 36

CANADA INC.
6920 Pacific Circle
Mississauga, Ontario L5T 1N8

www.paicanada.com

Differentials

Overhaul Kits 
& Components
• MACK

• EATON

• ROCKWELL

Transmission Engine Kits
& Components

To Order Call: 1-800-567-5916 • Fax: (905) 795-0699

Overhaul Kits & Components

• MACK
• FULLER

MACK • 2 Valve Heads
• 4 Valve heads
• Camshafts
• Crankshafts

DETROIT DIESEL • Crankshafts

NAVISTAR • Crankshafts

• Engine Components

CUMMINS • Crankshafts
• Engine Components

CATERPILLAR • Crankshafts

QUALITY SERVICE PARTS
FOR

MACK • EATON • FULLER • CUMMINS • 
ROCKWELL • NAVISTAR

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

7405 Kimbel Street, 
Mississauga, Ontario L4T 3M6

905-671-3647 • 1-888-641-2166 FAX: 905-671-3650

• Painting  
• Fiberglass  
• 22,000 sq. ft. shop  
• 2 Downdraft Paint Booths
• Complete Collision Service 
• Towing & Flat Service

Full Frame & Axle Straightening email: coupautorepair@on.aibn.comwww.coupautobody.ca

SERVICES:
Steeles Ave. E.
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Kimbel St.Kimbel St.Drew Rd.

email: coupautorepair@on.aibn.com

Derry Rd.

The Truck Frame and Axle Repair Association
Founded in May 1966

Truck & Heavy Equipment 
Repair Specialists

Call Kuldip or Eric

MEMBER OF

1-888-GLASVAN
www.glasvangreatdane.com

We Offer Full Maintenance Lease Packages for worry free operation
Standard & HD Single Axles, Tandem Axles, Road Legal and Off Road Models all In Stock

Standard Packages on all Trucks: Driver Comfort, Driver Safety, 
Harsh Climate & Low Maintenance

Dedicated Truck Repair Facility 
Fully stocked Parts Warehouse
Mobile Repair Vehicles for Services & Repairs
5 Locations across Ontario
Large Rental Fleet
Good selection of Used Trucks available

YOUR ONE-STOP SHUNT TRUCK DEALER

SALES     SERVICE     LEASING     RENTALS
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very similar in the Ottawa and
Capacity. I was most comfortable
with the layout of the Ottawa
dash, but I also liked the marine
toggle switches that Capacity is
using. TICO’s instrument panel is
simple and functional with well-lit
toggle switches displaying icons.

All three models score equally

well with cab accessibility.
Capacity has gone to a 16-inch
step, and the steps and gratings on
all machines were more than ade-
quate.All had good climbing rails,
and yellow or orange painted
grates to designate safe areas on
the catwalks for footing.

Head clearance in the Capacity
is 66 inches (except in its 72"

Texan cab) and the TICO and the
Ottawa have clearances of 68
inches. Instead of a sliding rear
door,TICO has gone to clear plas-
tic, air-operated folding bus doors,
which seem to increase rear visi-
bility and ease of exiting the unit.

TICO has done a few things dif-
ferently. It has gone with a syn-
thetic composite cab rather than a
steel one, which it claims can with-
stand great amounts of stress. Its
machine is also equipped with a
full-height trailer protection
guard which can act like a roll-bar
should it tip over. TICO’s cab is
the roomiest and the interior
stretches 52 inches wide. It also
has room for a passenger seat,
which can be bolted on and comes
as an option. This could be a great
advantage for a driver trainer cer-
tifying a shunt pilot. Too often,
training for shunt drivers is non-
existent.

Defrosting is a big problem on
all shunts and the TICO comes
with two external defroster fans,
which I appreciated as my yard
test in Montreal occurred on a
wet and humid day. It also has an
extra pair of glad hands, which
means you can keep working if
one rips off.

Unfortunately, because it is a
port truck I suppose, the TICO
had no hydro cable or trailer
spike. These should be essential in
any yard, closed or open. The air
horn button is located on the floor
where the high beam button used

to be on cars.This might be a good
place for it rather than a pull cord
on the roof. That way, a driver can
give a couple of toots on the horn
while backing under without mov-
ing his hands from the steering
wheel.

I couldn’t test the heaters on
any of the trucks as it was the mid-
dle of summer. But neither shunt
truck had air conditioning and
this bothers me.

Dealers will tell you that off-
road trucks are usually ordered
without A/C.This is Canada, folks,
with extremes in weather. And
these yard mules have a lot of
glass and get hot working in the
sun. A comfortable shunt driver is
a good shunt driver.

All three trucks rode well. In
my opinion the Ottawa was the
best truck for handling and steer-
ability, but the differences be-
tween it and the Capacity were
only microscopic.

Nothing wrong with TICO’s
ride either, it turns tightly and
seems comfortable enough, but it
would take a few more hours for
me to get used to it.

Last, but always worth mention-
ing, is the cup holder. Spilt coffee
is not an unusual occurrence in
the shunt truck profession, and
I’ve heard this can affect electrical
connections in the dash. So it is
heartening to see both TICO and
Capacity units come standard
equipped with cup holders.
Anyone wanna go f’coffee? ■■

Shunt TrucksShunt Trucks

A comfortable shunt driver is a good shunt driver
Continued from page 35

Upper Canada Truck Sales 
is a boutique vendor of quality 
late model highway trucks located 
in Mississauga. 

We are expanding our sales force to 
include a dynamic, self motivated and 
experienced sales representative 

We are looking for a unique individual. 
If you think you are that person, please 
send your resume in confidence to: 

UCTSjobs@gmail.com
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE

UPPER CANADA 
TRUCK SALES 

IF YOU HAVE:

3 years + experience in Sales 
Success in working directly with 
prospects
Demonstrated results in finding 
new business
A talent to quickly build relationships
Strong communication skills
An ability to learn quickly 
A self motivated, organized style
Interest in the transportation industry
Experience in transportation industry 
would be useful.

IF YOU HAVE:

3 years + experience in Sales 

Success in working directly with 
prospects
Demonstrated results in finding 
new business
A talent to quickly build relationships
Strong communication skills
An ability to learn quickly 
A self motivated, organized style
Interest in the transportation industry
Experience in transportation industry 
would be useful.

On-line Recruitment Centre

Enter your resume directly at www.trucknews.com
This information is entered on an online database which is viewed by companies looking for drivers. 
Finding the best carrier to work for isn’t easy but maybe we can help.

By Mail: 6660 Kennedy Road, Suite 205,
Mississauga, ON  L5T 2M9

By Phone:
800-263-6149

By Fax:
866-837-4837

POWERED BY

First Name Last Name

Address City Prov/State

Postal/Zip E-Mail

Home Tel Cell

Best way to contact me: ■■ Home Tel     ■■ Cell      ■■ E-Mail      ■■ Other
Work Preferences:  ■■ Owner Operator     ■■ Hwy Team     ■■ Hwy Single/Company Driver
■■ Local    ■■ Lease Purchase     ■■ Driver Trainer     ■■ Moving     ■■ Other

Owner Operator? Manufacturer Year/Model Engine/Size

Preferred Trailer Type (check all that apply):  Trailer Type Experience (check all that apply)
■■ Flatbed   ■■ Heavy Hauling/Specialized  ■■ Moving Van ■■ Flatbed   ■■ Heavy Hauling/Specialized  ■■ Moving Van
■■ Tanker   ■■ Straight Truck   ■■ Super B   ■■ Reefer ■■ Tanker   ■■ Straight Truck   ■■ Super B   ■■ Reefer
■■ Van   ■■ Other ■■ Van   ■■ Other

Current Drivers License:  Do you have a Commercial License? ■■ Yes  ■■ No

License # Exp. Date Prov/State Issued Type

Has your license ever been suspended? ■■ Yes  ■■ No     Total Truck Driving Experience /yrs

Last Employer

Name Company City Prov/State

Tel Start/End Date

Job Description Reason for Leaving

Certification/Training:  
■■ Doubles/Triples ■■ Air Brake Adjustment ■■ Over-Size Loads ■■ Hazmat ■■ Air Brake (Drive)  ■■ Tankers

Name of School Name of Course Completed

City Prov/State Start/End Date

Can you lift 50lbs? ■■ Yes  ■■ No
Cross Border Travel:  
I am able to cross the Canada/U.S. border to haul International loads ■■ Yes  ■■ No
I am willing to cross the border ■■ Yes  ■■ I am FAST approved ■■ Yes  ■■ No
Would you like to contacted by driver agencies? ■■ Yes  ■■ No

By filling out and signing this application, I agree to abide by Driverlinks’s terms and conditions and
consent to the use of personal information according to the Driverlink privacy policy.

Signature Date
Driverlink is proud to protect the privacy of your personal information as required under federal privacy laws. If you would like 
to see a copy of our privacy policy, please go to www.driverlink.com. If you would like a printed copy of our privacy policy, 
please call us at 1-800-263-6149 and we will be happy to mail one to you.

Careers On-Line www.trucknews.com
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We go the distance.

Call 1 800 334 5142 or visit www.challenger.com

20 Teams required immediately for 
NEW business lanes for Western Canada. 
CALL NOW!

MILES AND MILES
OF ROCK SOLID
OPPORTUNITIES AHEAD.

Come and join one of Canada’s Top 50 Managed Companies 
experiencing growth and development throughout North America.
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Best fleet graphics awarded by PMTC, 3M
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, Ont. – It’s undoubtedly the most colourful
of the trucking industry’s many awards.The Private Motor Truck Council of
Canada and 3M Canada have once again partnered to recognize the
flashiest and most attention-grabbing commercial vehicle graphics.

The competition, now in its 24th year, is open to both private and for-hire
fleets.Awards in seven categories were presented during the PMTC’s annual
convention June 19.This year’s winners were (fleet, graphics house, category):

• Bonduelle Amerique du Nord, Turbo Images, Tractor-Trailer
Combination;

• Distribution Belle Beauce,Turbo Images, Straight Truck;
• Molson Canada, Beyond Digital Imaging, Special Events/Promotion;
• Molson Canada,Toronto Digital Imaging, Night-Time Safety;
• Breadko National Baking, Turbo Images, Light-Duty Commercial

Truck;
• Okanagan Spring Brewery, National Graphic Solutions, Identity Fleet

Graphics;
• Lions Gate Trailers, National Graphic Solutions, Human Interest. ■■

Fleet GraphicsFleet Graphics

TRACTOR-TRAILER COMBINATION STRAIGHT TRUCK

HUMAN INTEREST

SPECIAL EVENTS/PROMOTION NIGHT-TIME SAFETY

LIGHT-DUTY COMMERCIAL IDENTITY FLEET

Vandermarel Trucking is growing again.

w w w . v a n d e r m a r e l t r u c k i n g . c a

Reliable and professional, you have a valid AZ driver’s licence and a clean driver’s 
abstract and criminal record check.We offer competitive pay rates and Drivers can
earn up to .40 cents per mile. We pay $50.00 each for Picks and Drops (Flat Bed Loads).

Busy Transport Company is looking for
Experienced Flat Bed and Van Drivers

Please contact:
Calvin or David,Vandermarel Trucking, Fergus
Phone: 1-800-263-0621 Calvin ext. 232 – David ext. 221
fax: 519-843-4111
email: calvin@vandermareltrucking.ca – david@vandermareltrucking.ca

TEAMS WANTED
 3 years  experience required

 LTL experience an asset

 Paid on percentage of gross

  Please call Chris

 Paid weekly

 Small company

 Steady work and lots of miles

503-381-5487
WALLENSTEIN, ONTARIO
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GREENSBORO, N.C. – Volvo
Trucks North America has an-
nounced it’s now taking orders for
its EPA2010-compliant trucks
with selective catalytic reduction
(SCR). Volvo boasts the latest
generation vehicles are the
“cleanest trucks in the world” and
will increase fuel efficiency and
allow fleets to reduce their carbon
footprint.

Production of EPA2010 Volvo’s
will begin in the Fall with deliver-
ies to commence a few weeks lat-
er, the company announced.

“A number of customers have
expressed an interest in placing
SCR-equipped units in their fleets
ahead of 2010,” said Scott Kress,
senior vice-president, sales and
marketing. “This gives early
adopters the opportunity to gain
familiarity with the technology
and the benefits of SCR. It’s an-
other example of Volvo Trucks
following through on our commit-
ment to customers to be ready to
go for 2010. Volvo is ready. How

many other manufacturers can
say that?”

Volvo says customers will also
enjoy the elimination of active
diesel particulate filter regenera-
tion events.

“These trucks will deliver the
near-zero emissions and improved
fuel economy SCR-equipped
Volvo trucks have demonstrated
over two winters and more than
three million miles of North
American customer testing,”
Kress added. “We have also
demonstrated that our ‘No
Regen’ promise is a reality that
will bring additional fuel economy
improvements by eliminating ac-
tive regenerations of the diesel
particulate filter.”

By mid-June, Volvo said it 
had already received orders for 
50 EPA2010 trucks. Another 
reason for rolling out EPA2010
trucks early is to allow the produc-
tion line at Volvo’s New River
Valley truck plant to ramp up
more efficiently. ■■

OEM/Dealer NewsOEM/Dealer News

Volvo now taking orders for EPA2010 trucks

Krohnert expands
parts program for
bulk trailers
TORONTO, Ont. – Krohnert
Industries has announced it is ex-
panding its parts program to offer
a full array of valves, fittings and
accessories for bulk trailers.

The expansion will be headed
by Ray Levert, who joined the
company in March.Krohnert says
parts sales will primarily occur via
phone, e-mail and online in order
to keep overhead low and pricing
competitive.

Phase 1 of the roll-out is al-
ready underway, and includes
posting an online inventory cata-
log and taking orders by phone
and e-mail.

Phase 2 will include implement-
ing a full online ordering system
directly through Krohnert’s parts
Web site. In both cases, parts will
be shipped direct to the cus-
tomer’s location, according to the
company, and orders will be
processed (and usually shipped)
the day they are received.

The new parts site is available
at: www.krohnert.com/Parts.htm.

You can also call 416-708-
TANK (8265) or e-mail
ray@krohnert.com. ■■

Pro Force Marketing
to represent Fontaine 
MONCTON, N.B. – Pro Force
Marketing is now representing
Fontaine International and
Fontaine Parts Connection across
Canada, the companies announced
at the Atlantic Truck Show.

Fontaine International is a fifth
wheel manufacturer and Fontaine
Parts Connection is its aftermarket
subsidiary.Pro Force is a specialized
sales and marketing agency focus-
ing on the Canadian trucking indus-
try. It’s based in Winnipeg and has
field reps placed throughout the
country, the company says.For more
info visit www.fifthwheel.com or
www.proforcecanada.ca. ■■

NEEDED FAST Eligible
AZ Owner Operators

WE HAVE NEW CUSTOMERS
AND NEW LANES!

Discounted Fuel • Fuel Cards • Paid Tolls
Full-Load Freight • Safe Company • Benefit Plan

Satellite Dispatches • Direct Deposit • Paid Border Crossings

CHARMAINE - Markham
1-877-444-4303

PETER - Ontario
1-866-262-4931

PAUL- Western Ontario
1-800-668-9691 ext 214

MARIO - Quebec
1-866-922-8638

MARCELLE - Maritimes
1-800-561-7760

MILAN - Western Canada
1-800-663-9779

“Get on the road with us”
www.drive4highland.com

10,000+
Miles per Month

WE HAVE NEW CUSTOMERS
AND NEW LANES!

SHAFFIQ VISRAM
5428-SR

MISSING

D.O.B.: May 26, 1975 

Missing since: May 30, 1994 

Missing from: Manotick, Ontario

Height:  5' 8"

Weight:  160 lbs.

Eye Colour:  Brown

Hair Colour:  Dark Brown

www.ontario.childfind.ca

CHILD FIND 1-800-387-7962
Anyone with information please contact: All Calls Confidential – No Name Required

Shaffiq was last seen walking in the area around his school on May 30, 1994. His school 
bag was found two days later – empty. He has not been heard from since.

Photo age-enhanced to 
27 years (2002)
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WINNIPEG, Man. – Beaver Truck
Centre has been named Volvo
Trucks’ 2008 Canadian Dealer of
the Year. It’s the third time the
dealership, owned by Barry Searcy,
has won the prestigious award.

Selection criteria included
items such as: performance in new
truck and parts sales; Volvo en-
gines; customer satisfaction; and
investment in facilities.

John Oades, fleet manager with
Beaver Truck Centre, said the
award recognizes “overall dealer
performance, not any one depart-
ment” making it especially reward-
ing for the entire team. “We are
very, very thrilled,” he added.

Searcy sent a heartfelt message
to employees, which said “I am
very thankful to be associated with
all of you and would like you all to
know how very proud I am to call
you my team.”

This marks the third time
Beaver Truck Centre has won the
national award. It was also named

Canadian Dealer of the Year in
1999 and 2006. Beaver first
opened its doors in April 1997, and
now has 23 service bays and more
than 85 employees.

It also has an in-house training
facility, and the dealership regular-
ly brings in trainers from Volvo’s
head office to educate customers
on proper maintenance.

Despite sluggish market condi-
tions, Searcy said 2008 was a 
banner year for the dealership,
and he pointed out several im-
pressive accomplishments. Sales
manager Doug Haimes placed
fourth in North America and was
only a couple units shy of first in
Canada in sales; Murray
McDonald placed 21st in North
America; Larry Myhal placed
42nd in North America; Oades
placed third in North America,
and first in financing.

Meanwhile, Beaver’s sales de-
partment won Volvo’s SuperStars
competition. The dealer’s parts 

department placed first in
Cummins’ Best in the West pro-
gram for increased sales compared
to the previous year. The depart-
ment also finished in the Top 20 of
North American sales versus its ob-
jective; Top 20 in reman sales ver-
sus objective; and it received the
Multi-Million Dollar Club award
from Volvo for achieving and ex-
ceeding its sales objectives.

The service department also gar-
nered attention, by placing four of

the five winning teams in the Vista
Tech Program. Cameron Glass
placed third in the Canadian Hino
Truck Competition. And Chris
Ingrim received the highest hon-
ours in the Truck Transport
Mechanic competition.

All this did not go unnoticed at
the corporate level.

Per Carlsson, president and CEO
of Volvo Trucks North America, is-
sued the following statement about
its top dealers: “Our dealers are on
the front lines every day, making
sure our customers have the trucks,
parts and service they need to drive
success. It is a pleasure to recognize
the outstanding work of our top-per-
forming dealers and the example
they set for customer support.” ■■

OEM/Dealer NewsOEM/Dealer News

It’s a three-peat for Beaver Truck Centre as Volvo Dealer of the Year

THIRD TIME’S A CHARM: Beaver
Truck Centre has been named Volvo’s
Canadian Dealer of the Year for the
third time.

Canadian Kenworth
dealers recognized
CALGARY, Alta. – GreatWest
Kenworth has been named
Kenworth’s top North American
medium-duty dealer. The company
was recognized as the 2008
Kenworth Medium-Duty Dealer of
the Year for the US and Canada at
Kenworth’s annual dealer meeting.

“It’s a special honour for
GreatWest Kenworth to be chosen
Kenworth Medium-Duty Dealer of
the Year,” said Jeff Storwick, presi-
dent of GreatWest Kenworth,
which operates dealerships in
Calgary, Clairmont, Lethbridge,
Medicine Hat and Red Deer,Alta.

Other finalists included Canada’s
Inland Kenworth and Kenworth
Montreal.

Meanwhile, three of six Kenworth
dealerships to receive Gold Awards
from the company this year are also
from Canada: Custom Truck Sales
(Regina, Sask.); Edmonton
Kenworth (Edmonton, Alta.); and
GreatWest Kenworth (Calgary,
Alta). A Silver Award went to
Kenworth Quebec.

The awards were presented by
Kenworth at its annual dealer meet-
ing held recently in Columbus,
Ohio. ■■

classifieds CLASSIFIEDS classifieds classifieds
ifieds CLASSIFIEDS ifieds classifiedsCLASS

ClassifiedsClassifieds

299 Mill Rd., Unit 1510 Etobicoke, ON M9C 4V9

Wally Loucks (416) 626-1794  Fax: (416) 626-5512

Lease To Own
Commercial, Industrial and Residential,

Garages, Workshops, Equipment Storage,
Warehouses, Offices, Quonsets. 

BEFORE YOU BUILD CALL OR WRITE

25 Years in the Building Business 
299 Mill Rd., Unit # 1510, Etobicoke, ON M9C 4V9

Phone (416) 626-1794

TOLL FREE 1-877-743-5888
www.a-ztech.on.ca

E-mail:
kpenner@trucknews.com

Ad runs one month

Also Advertise On-line at:
www.trucknews.com

$129.00

w/Picture

$99.00

Copy only

F.T.C. TRANSPORT
Requires

OWNER/OPERATORS & DRIVERS
Running Long Haul to the U.S.
UP TO 3000 MILES PER WEEK 

Lots of Texas and Florida Runs

• A minimum of 4 years on the road U.S. experience required   
• Must be 25 years of age or older   • Fuel Cards available   • Paid Insurance 
• Must have Fast Card and Clean Abstract  

• U.S. Drivers always needed
• 99% Full Truckload Carrier 

At F.T.C.
you’re not just an
Owner/Operator 

but you are a 
respected 
business 

associate and a
team player.

Company
Drivers

Needed!

For more information contact our recruiting department at:

(905) 945-5177 or 1-877-FTC-TRUX

EARN UP TO $1.20 PER MILE

Laidlaw is an equal opportunity employer and qualified women are welcome to apply

1.800.263.8267

If you have a professional attitude 
and desire to succeed 

call KEN ELLACOTT or CHARLIE CAMPAGNARO

E-mail: kellacott@laidlaw.ca or ccampagnaro@laidlaw.ca Fax: 519-766-0437 www.laidlaw.ca

• Operating mainly within a 1200 mile radius 
of the Toronto area

• Home weekly
• Personalized dispatch - "No Satellites"
• Dedicated 386 Peterbilts & 9200 Internationals  
• Trucks allowed home

Company Drivers 41¢/MILE

Owner Operators 
$1.14/MILE TANDEM  $1.26/MILE REEFER
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – An ugly le-
gal battle is unfolding in the US
Circuit Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia, as Navistar
challenges the EPA’s acceptance of
selective catalytic reduction (SCR)
as a feasible solution for meeting
EPA2010 emissions standards.

In a ‘Statement of Issues’ court fil-
ing, Navistar pointed out that when
the 2010 emissions rules were first
developed in 2001, the “EPA decid-
ed that urea SCR technology would
not be available to meet the 0.2 g
NOx standard for the applicable
model year.”

“The EPA made an express ‘infea-
sibility’ determination for SCR tech-
nology,” Navistar said in its filing. It
went on to say the EPA ruled out
SCR because of: a lack of infrastruc-
ture to deliver urea at the pump; a
lack of standardized method of de-
livery of urea; a lack of adequate
safeguards in place to ensure urea is
used throughout the life of the vehi-
cles; a lack of safeguards to ensure
drivers replenish urea; concerns for
public safety; and other concerns.

So when the EPA warmed up to
SCR and formally accepted it as a vi-
able EPA2010 solution, Navistar

charged that the “dramatic change”
imposes “entirely new regulatory re-
quirements.”

Naturally,all other heavy-duty en-
gine manufacturers which have cho-
sen to use SCR to meet 2010 emis-
sions requirements are backing the
EPA.Volvo and others have filed an
‘amici curiae’ petition to participate
as “friends of the court.” This move
was protested by Navistar, prompt-
ing Volvo to issue a statement to the
media after sections of its Web site
were reportedly used by Navistar to
support its case.

“Navistar’s most recent filing
demonstrates that the other engine
manufacturers must have the ability
to participate in this case as friends
of the court. This is necessary to re-
fute misinformation Navistar has
presented to the court,” said Jim
McNamara, spokesman for Volvo
Trucks North America.

“This includes Navistar’s desper-
ate attempt to mislead the court by
taking information from Volvo
Trucks North America’s Web site
out of context to reach a wildly inac-
curate and misguided conclusion.

“The whole point of using exhaust
aftertreatment is to meet the 0.2 g
NOx requirement, while delivering
to the customer excellent fuel econ-
omy, performance and reliability.
And better fuel economy means a
reduced CO2 footprint, courtesy of
SCR. Massive EGR can’t deliver
these benefits.

“Navistar, of course, admits its
technology is unable to reach the
0.2 g NOx limit. There is absolutely
no benefit to society, customers or
the environment in the approach
Navistar has deliberately chosen to
confuse this very important issue.”

Navistar, of course, has developed
an in-cylinder solution for EPA2010
which does not require exhaust af-
tertreatment. It plans to roll out en-
gines in January, 2010 that will ini-
tially exceed the 0.2 g NOx limit by
cashing in emissions credits the com-
pany has earned by reducing emis-
sions beyond requirements in previ-
ous years. Navistar will then
continue to tweak its solution to get
it down to the 0.2 g limit by the time
its credits run out, expected to hap-
pen sometime in 2012. ■■

SCR vs EGR war plays out in US court

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A new
study shows that the emissions stan-
dards foisted upon the trucking in-
dustry by the EPA in 2007 are pay-
ing off, with a 90% reduction in
certain emissions occurring between
2004 and 2007.

The results have exceeded expec-
tations, according to a report by the
Coordinating Research Council and
the Health Effects Institute.

Engines that are EPA07-compli-
ant have “exceeded substantially
even those levels required by law,”
the report said.

In fact, 07 engines were so much
better than required, that they pro-
duced 98% less carbon monoxide,
10% less NOx, 89% less particulate
matter and 95% less non-methane
hydrocarbons than required by EPA
under its 2007 diesel engine emis-
sions standards.

“These latest emissions figures are
a testament to the trucking and en-
gine manufacturing industries’ deep
commitment to the environment,”
said ATA president and CEO Bill
Graves. “We’re proud of the signifi-
cant progress that has been made
and we look forward to building
upon this foundation as we continue
to work toward a more sustainable
future.”

Under the EPA’s 2010 rules, NOx
will be slashed a further 50%.

“Diesel engines are the workhors-
es of the nation’s transportation 

infrastructure because they are fuel-
efficient, durable and reliable,” said
Jed Mandel, president of the Engine
Manufacturers Association.“We can
now add near-zero emissions to the
list of diesel’s positive attributes.”
The result of the study can be found
at: www.crcao.org/index.html. ■■

EPA07 engines cleaner than expected

Proud to be selected as a winner of the

Celadon Canada
is currently welcoming Professional Drivers

and Owner Operators to join our team!

Financially Stable
Solid Customer Base
Focused on Growth

Come Join Our Success!

1-800-499-4997
www.celadoncanada.com

280 Shoemaker Street, Kitchener, ON N2E 3E1

Driver
Medical
Exams

ONTARIO DRIVERS
WALK-IN MEDICAL

CLINIC

21 Queensway West
Mississauga, Ontario

(DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM 
MISSISSAUGA HOSPITAL)

8:30 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.
7 Days a Week

(905) 897-9228
No appointment necessary

$ 60
.00

$ 60
.00
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NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, Ont.
– Winning fleet safety awards is one
thing that never grows tiresome,and
it’s a good thing for Pro Distribution
Services. The company was named
winner of the Private Motor Truck
Council of Canada (PMTC)/Zurich
Private Fleet Safety Award in the
Small Fleet Category for the fifth
time over the past 12 years. Taking
home the prize amongst large carri-
ers was Huron Services Group/Tona
Transport.

The awards were doled out during
the PMTC’s annual awards lunch-
eon June 19. All Canadian private
carriers are eligible for the awards,

which are judged by an independent
panel following established safety
criteria and considering the fleet’s
overall safety regime and over-the-
road record.

Pro Distribution Services has op-
erated a private fleet for 26 years,
delivering weekly flyers to various
newspapers. The fleet includes six
power units and 13 trailers, and ran
nearly 100,000 kilometres each of
the last three years with a CVOR vi-
olation rate of zero – this despite
running most of its miles in the
Greater Toronto Area.

The company has a written safety
and driver policy that outlines the

responsibilities of both drivers and
management. The fleet chalks up
much of its success to the fact that
every one of its drivers has been
with the company for at least nine
years, eliminating the safety prob-
lems sometimes associated with
driver turnover.

In the large fleet category, it was
Huron Services Group/Tona
Transport that took top honours.
The company operates 42 power
units and 200 trailers running both
Canada and the US. The fleet hauls
hazardous materials as well as non-
HazMat freight and is FAST-, C-
TPAT- and CSA-approved.

Equipment includes dry vans,
tankers, container chassis and
reefers. Over the past three years,

the fleet has run more than 24.6 mil-
lion kilometres.

The fleet follows a strict hiring
protocol consisting of complete
background checks, drug and alco-
hol testing and a pre-employment
medical. Candidates must then un-
dergo complete written and road
tests. That’s followed by a two-day
orientation on company policies and
procedures. After all that, drivers
must still attend quarterly safety
meetings and individual training is
ongoing as required, according to
the company.

The fleet has an overall CVOR vi-
olation rate of 17% and scored bet-
ter than 86% during its most recent
facility audit in both the driver and
vehicle categories. ■■

Fleet NewsFleet News

Bison reaches out to motorists with latest training program
WINNIPEG, Man. – Bison Transport has established itself as one of the
safest fleets in North America. Now, it’s reaching out to automobile driv-
ers to share some tips on how to safely share the roads with trucks.

The company has added a new component to its driver development
program, which focuses on four-wheelers. The Let’s Bring Safety Home
course is designed for the driving public, providing automobile drivers
with information such as how to recognize tractor-trailer blind spots and
the limitations of the equipment. Bison is using its simulator to give mo-
torists a truck driver’s perspective in a safe environment. Bison initially
rolled the course out to the family and friends of employees. ■■

GUELPH, Ont. – MacKinnon
Transport marked its 80th anniver-
sary in June. Leslie MacKinnon 
purchased his first straight truck on
June 4, 1929, according to the com-
pany, so he could haul livestock and
supplies for the local farming 

community in Caledon, Ont. In ’46,
MacKinnon hauled its first load of
Armco Drainage products and by
the late 50s Armco accounted for
nearly 100% of the company’s busi-
ness. MacKinnon moved to Guelph
in 1960, where it resides today. ■■

Safest private fleets receive awards

MacKinnon Transport marks milestone

905-795-2838
Fax (905) 678-3030

1-800-267-4740
Canada & U.S. Hotline

ALUMINUM ACCESSORIES

RAD 
COOLANT 

PIPES

Available in 
Aluminized or 
Stainless Steel

Pipes also available for Freightliner,
Peterbilt and Western Star

Built to Outlast OEM Pipes

We have been supplying Parts, Service and Technical Support
to Truck Shops, Dealers and Fleets since the early '80’s.

CUSTOM EXHAUST SYSTEMS DESIGN
ARE YOU HAVING 

PROBLEMS
installing bodies on new chassis because 

of the exhaust system configuration? 

WE SOLVE
THOSE PROBLEMS!

CATALYTIC MUFFLER

      Modifications done for new 
Catalytic or EGR engines. Also 
DPF conversions and repairs. INCLUDING 2008 

ENGINES!

 MANUFACTURING

 SALES

OPEN SATURDAYS & WEEKNIGHTS

1850 GAGE CRT. MISSISSAUGA

8 AM - 8 PM FRI
8:30 AM - 3 PM SAT

8 AM - MIDNIGHT
MON - THURS

TEXIS

HEADACHE RACKS
CAB GUARDS

SIDE FRAME 
SADDLE BOXES

UTILITY BOXES

www.texisexhaust.com

THE TRUCK STOPS HERE! ™

1-800-401-9138
Fax: 1-888-795-2258

info@statesideconsulting.com

Starting Your Own
Trucking Business?

Start with Stateside!
In only 17 business days we can 

turn your dream into reality.
WE GUARANTEE IT!

With over 30 years experience in the Transportation & Insurance Industry!

6705 Tomken Rd., Suite 219
Mississauga, ON L5T 2J6Wayne Noftle

Call for a FREE consultation

We will provide all the original documents that must be kept in your vehicle 
to guarantee full Legal Compliance with FMCSA, USDOT, & MTO.

Stateside is Canada’s Only “ONE STOP SHOPTM” For Truckers!

www.statesideconsulting.com

■ U.S. & CANADIAN AUTHORITIES 
(Full Compliance throughout 
North America)

■ ACE PROCESSING CENTRE
(24/7 & Lightning Fast)

■ C-TPAT 
(If you don't join you’ll be left behind!!)

■ INCORPORATIONS 
(No fees when applying for Full Authorities)

■ IRP & IFTA REGISTRATION
(Usually within 1 day)

■ FDA – FEDERAL DRUG ADMIN.
(Immediate registration)

■ BONDED CARRIER STATUS 
(Canada, U.S. & Post Audit) 

■ R-PERMITS – DIVISIBLE LOADS
(Gross 117,000 lbs.in New York State)

■ FACTORING
(No Set Up Fees & No Recourse)

■ FUEL TAX & LOG BOOK AUDITING
(Includes NY, KY, NM & OR Road Tax)
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schoolboy. “A bit of all three.”
“Okay. You want in deep, you'll get

deep in time.”
“Then, how ’bout $25,000 to start.”
He could hear the man groan on the

other end of the line, but Mark knew
there were millions at stake.

“To start what?” the man replied. “A
new bank?”

“I’ve got your trailer and I’m taking a
risk.”

“Alright, alright,” he said. “I'll be 
there in an hour. Have the trailer ready
for me.”

“Will do.”
An hour was just enough time for Mark

to make a few phone calls. He scrolled
down his contact list and found the num-
ber he was looking for.

•
An hour later the man Mark had been
speaking to on the phone pulled into the
yard in his brand new Freightliner. Mark
had the trailer he wanted hooked up to
his Ottawa and wouldn’t be letting go of
it until he had the money in hand. They
met in the main roadway between trail-
ers in the middle of the yard.

“That the trailer?” the man asked.
“You got the money?”
The man nodded.
“That’s the trailer,” Mark said.
The man pulled a bulging envelope

from an inside jacket pocket. As he hand-
ed it over to Mark, Mark gave him a 
larger envelope stuffed with paperwork
for the load.

“The paperwork’s immaculate,” Mark
said. “It'll get you anywhere you want 
to go.”

The man opened the envelope and
started filing through the papers. “Nice,”
he said. “You do good work.”

Mark hefted the envelope in his hand.
“I know I asked for a lot, but I’m worth it.”

“Aren't you going to count it?"
Mark opened the envelope enough to

see that it was filled with $50 and $100
bills, and not cut paper. “I trust you.
Besides, in order for this thing to work
out, we have to trust each other, right?”

The man smiled. “I think this is going to
work out just fine.”

“Oh, I know it is,” Mark said, waving
good-bye and heading back to his yard
mule. When he got to the truck, he
climbed up into the cab and dropped the
trailer where it was. Then he hurried off
around the far end of the warehouse to
where Mother Load was parked idling.

In less than 20 seconds, he had
parked the Ottawa and was bobtailing
out of the yard in Mother Load. When he
passed through the gates, he tooted once
on the truck’s air horn and the roadway
and area around the gate was suddenly
lit up with the red and blue flashing lights
of a half-dozen police cars.

•
A couple of hours later Mark was sitting
across the table from a detective in the 
interview room of the nearby RCMP 

The story so far:
Mark is on his way to a huge truck yard near
Vancouver. He calls Bud, but his dispatcher has
no loads for him and none on the horizon. When
Mark reaches the yard, there are cops every-
where investigating a murder. Mark parks his
trailer and manages to wedge it into a very tight
spot. The yard manager sees Mark park his trail-
er and is so impressed he offers Mark a job as
shunt driver to replace the driver who'd recently
been killed in the yard.

Mark gets checked out on the controls of the
Ottawa shunt truck he'll be driving and gets
some instruction from another of the shunt driv-
ers in the yard. With time, he gets the hang of
the job and begins to enjoy the work. At break
time, he buys a coffee and sandwich from the
catering truck that visits the yard and the coffee
man on the truck tells him a bit about the shunt
driver, who Mark now thinks was murdered.

A driver approaches Mark and talks to him
about the dead shunt driver, hinting that the
man stupid and was killed when he threatened
to go to the police to reveal the illegal shipments
going through the yard. Mark sees an opportu-
nity and says he'll play ball, especially for the
$25,000 promised to him for hiding trailers in
the yard. Then at the end of his shift, he finds a
missing trailer loaded with drugs and comes up
with a plan…

•
Mark closed the barn doors of the trailer
and placed another seal on the lock. He
fished around in his pants pocket for 
the card the man had given him, then
pulled out his cell phone and dialed the
number. It rang just once before someone
answered.

“Yeah.”
“This is Dirk Malton, the new shunt

driver.”
“Oh yeah.”
“I found the trailer you were asking

about.”
“That’s great, when can I pick it up?”
Not so fast, Mark thought. Either this

guy had a short memory or there truly
was no honour amongst thieves. “You
mentioned money before.”

“Did I?”
“You did.”
“How much you have in mind?”
Mark didn’t know what to say. He

wanted it to be large enough to make the
risk he was taking worthwhile, but he
didn’t want it to be so low that they would
have easily given him more if he’d only
asked. He decided to try and sell himself
as a good investment. “Before I tell you, 
I just want to mention that this 
isn't a one-time deal, right? You bring me
more trailers and I'll be able to keep’em
for you on an ongoing basis.”

“So what are you saying?”
“There’s a value to that, right?”
“You want in bad, eh?”
“Well, this is a chance of a lifetime,”

Mark said.
“What is it with you? You need the

money for drugs, gambling, or women?”
Mark did his best to giggle like a

By Edo van Belkom

The continuing adventures of Mark Dalton: Owner/Operator
brought to you by

MICHELIN NORTH AMERICA (CANADA) INC.

detachment.
“So, when Billy said

he didn’t want to be a
part of their crime ring
anymore and wanted
out, they threatened him.
And when he said he
would go to the police,
they murdered him.”

“And you just hap-
pened by?” the detective
asked.

“Right place at the
right time,” Mark
shrugged. "You’d be
amazed how often that’s
happened to me.”

“We appreciate your
help, but there’s a small
matter of the money this
guy gave to you as part
of your arrangement.”

“Right, the money.”
“He’s saying it was

$25,000.”
Mark laughed.

“Twenty-five grand? If he
was giving me that
much, I wouldn’t be here talking to you.
I’d be hiding trailers for him right now.”

The detective nodded. “We thought
so. This guy’s a small-timer with a big
imagination. He’s boasting about a lot of
things, not just what he paid you.” A
pause. “So, how much was it?"

“Five-thousand,” Mark said, taking the
envelope from his pocket. “It’s all there. I
didn’t touch any of it.”

The detective began counting the 
money. “We’re going to have to seize this
as evidence, and as proceeds obtained
by crime you won't be getting it back.”

“Not a problem,” Mark said. “I’m just
happy to help out.”

“And you did. It looks as if this guy is
interested in pleading and giving us the
names of the people he worked for. With
any luck you won’t have to testify.”

“Great,” Mark said. “That’s the way I
like it.”

•
A block from the police station, Mark
was on the phone with Bud.

“Hello?"
“Bud, this is Mark.”
“Mark who?"
“I don’t have time for games right

now, Bud. I need a load right away...
one that takes me as far away from here
as possible.”

“How does California sound?”
“I’m there, dude,” Mark replied.
Bud gave Mark the details and said he

could pick up the load in a couple of
hours. The delay suited Mark just fine
since he had to make a stop before pick-
ing up the load anyway.

The house was a modest starter home
in Burnaby. When he drove Mother Load
up the quiet residential street, people
who were out watering their lawns or
washing their cars all stopped and

Mark Dalton: Owner Operator
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stared. But Mark didn’t care who saw
him or even if they called the police on
him for bringing a heavy truck into their
neighbourhood. There was something
that needed to be done, and the sooner
the better. 

When he’d found the right house num-
ber, Mark pulled to a stop at the curb and
left Mother Load running. He climbed
down from the truck and started up the
driveway. As he approached the front
door, he saw some kids’ toys lying in the
yard and a bicycle leaning up against
the side of the garage.

He rang the doorbell.
After a short delay, the door opened

and a young woman stood in the door-
way. She was obviously expecting, look-
ing quite haggard and in need of sleep.
There were people sitting at the kitchen
table, most likely her parents, and a boy
stood in the hallway half hiding behind
his mother so the stranger at the door
couldn’t see him.

“Hi there,” Mark said. "Are you Billy's
wife?"

“Widow,” she said. “Are you a friend
of his?"

Mark tried to smile. “You could say
that.” He reached into his jacket and
pulled out the envelope. "This is for you,”
he said.

“What is it?” 
“It belonged to your husband,” Mark

said. "I'm sure he would have wanted
you to have it.”

And before she could say another
word, he’d turned and was heading
back down the driveway toward the
waiting Mother Load. Less than an hour
later, Mark was on his way to California
for a long, long haul.  ■■

– Mark Dalton returns next month
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A few weeks ago, I had the misfor-
tune of tearing the tendons in my
right arm. It was a total fluke – I
was golfing (or attempting to) and
had just made one of my famous
23-yard drives off the tee block
when I felt a sudden pain rip
through my elbow.

At the time, I didn’t think much
of it, so I continued playing.

By the time we arrived at 18, the
pain finally forced me to stop. A
trip to emergency the next day
confirmed my worst nightmare –
my golf season was finished.

Apparently tendons can take a
very long time to heal and recov-
ery may include some sort of 
physiotherapy.We’ll see.

I had to laugh; one of my friends
suggested that maybe I didn’t
warm up properly. I told him that
after 12 holes and close to 80
swings I was as warm as I would
ever be.

As if that wasn’t enough, the
past few weeks I’ve been sporting
a stiff knee. The doc also looked at
this and it turns out I have some-
thing called “water on the knee.”

A horse needle was used to 
extract the liquid and I was in-
structed to avoid strenuous activi-
ties (no problem on that one, doc!)

So there I was, feeling very sorry
for myself. Until now.

You see, I have just read our lead
story – a wrap-up of the Donald
Woods murder trial. It has made
me realize just how insignificant
my little health problem really is.

If you’ve been hiding away from
the world for the past few years
and haven’t heard of this tragedy,
Donald Woods was the trucker
who was murdered for his load of
chicken.

He was found dead in his 
truck on June 23, 2006 behind a
Wal-Mart store in Pickering Ont.
(For the complete details, please
see the cover of this issue).

I’ve lost friends to car accidents,
cancer, heart attacks and Aids.
They were all tragic. But Donald’s
death was senseless, brought on by

greed, nothing more, nothing less.
He was a family man making a

living doing what he loved, truck-
ing. He did no wrong to the con-
victed killer Paul Cyr. He did not
deserve to die.

Think of Donald the next time
life throws you a curveball. We’re
all lucky to be here and life shouldn’t
be taken for granted.

No matter how bad you think
you have it, some people would
love to have your problems. ■■

OpinionOpinion

– Rob Wilkins is the publisher of
Truck News and he can be reached
at 416-510-5123.
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BOWMANVILLE, Ont. – When it
comes to getting food and exercise
on the road, for truckers, sadly, the
options are few. The sheer size of
their equipment limits most truckers
to fast food joints and truck stops –
and the greasy spoon label attached
to the latter is usually well-earned.

And if finding a place to park at a
decent restaurant wasn’t difficult
enough, I certainly can’t recall the
last time I saw a big rig crammed
into the parking lot at the local
Goodlife or Bally’s. But have truck-
ers resigned themselves to their un-
healthy fates? Truck News stopped
by the Fifth Wheel Truck Stop in
Bowmanville, Ont. to find out if
truckers can maintain a healthy
lifestyle on the road.

•
Dave Pearce, a driver with Crown
Distributors in Regina, Sask., says
that as a diabetic, he finds it difficult
to find places to get a good meal.

“It’s hard, but you’ve got to just
pick and choose. I work at it, but
there are a lot of drivers who, unfor-

tunately, are way overweight.
There’s too many of them,and that’s
because they just don’t care,” says

the driver of 44 years.“A lot of truck
stops are bad – the food is terrible at
a lot of them – (but) I think basically
it’s the trucker’s responsibility. If
he’s got layover time, I’m sure he
could find a place where he could go
and work out.”

•
Dan Janes, a driver with Buckham
Transport in Peterborough, Ont.,
says truckers are more prone to a
variety of ailments on the road,
including less sleep, a higher rate of
allergies, little time for exercise, and
of course, poor food choices.

“There are a lot of restaurants

(along the highway) shut down right
now too,which makes it hard to pick
and choose healthier choices, for
sure. If the restaurant’s privately
owned like the Fifth Wheel here, it’s
a lot better than stopping at a
Wendy’s or McDonald’s for sure,”
Janes said.

•

Timothy Logan, a driver with Elite
Fleet in Moncton, N.B., says that 
after 20 years of eating at truck
stops, he’s tried packing his own
meals for the past several months –
with great results.

“I lost 50 lbs in the last four
months not eating at truck stops.
Imagine 20 years of eating grease?
That’s the problem – a lot of these
places have processed food.”

And according to Logan, the onus
should be on truck stops to provide
a healthy meal.

“They should have some type of
enforcement that they have to have
a healthy meal. I’d rather go into a
‘mom and pop’ truck stop because
you get better quality food. It’s not
cooked five hours ahead of time. A
buffet’s the worst thing in the world
for a truck driver.”

•

Tom Robbins, who drives a bulk
tanker with List Trucking in
Waynesboro, N.C., tries to get in as
much walking as possible on the job.
“I walk whenever I unload. I hardly
ever stay at a truck stop, but at a rest
area at night I usually get out and
walk around the rest area. If I’m
close to a river I like to get out and
walk the creek. It’s better than just
sitting in the truck all the time.”

By bringing meals his wife cooks
for him back home, Robbins is able
to avoid truck stop food but he says
it would be tough to change their
menus because they make what
people want.

“If we made them all go all
healthy, half the people out here
wouldn’t eat it. That would hurt
their business. Most places have
started changing around – even in
here they’ve got a nice salad bar. If
you want to eat healthy, you’re fine,
but if you don’t they’ve still got the
greasy spoon stuff to go to. I don’t
think anybody ought to impose any-
body to do nothing, to be honest
with you. Business is business.” ■■

-Adam Ledlow is now on Twitter!
Join today and follow his tweets at
twitter.com/adamledlow.
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low leaf 3:08 ratio, new 255 70 22.5
tires, burnt in cab, branded salvage,

300,000 kms.
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